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MANLY PEAK WITnRRNFSS STOEg ARB^ fWSA) 

(CDCA-137) 

1. THE STUDY AREA - 32,026 acres 

Manly Peak WSA is in Inyo County, in the north-central portion of the 
California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The nearest ccmnunity is Trona, 
approximately 15 miles southwest. The city of Ridgecrest is approximately 
36 miles southwest. The study area contains 31,754 acres of p)ublic land 
under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management (BIM), 272 acres of 
State land, and no private inholdings (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

The north boundary is the Thorndike M:.ne access road in the bottom of South 
Park Canyon. This mine and the quarter-mile spur route serving it have been 
excluded frcm the WSA. At the mouth of South Park Canyon, the north WSA 
boundary follows the base of the mountains east to the edge of Death Valley 
National Monument. The east WSA boundary follows the national monument 
boundary south to Mengel Pass, vhere the Goler Wash Road serves as the 
remainder of the east and the south boundary. The west WSA boundary 
generally follows an improved dirt road on the east side of Panamint Dry 
lake, althou^ it leaves this road in three places to exclude areas of heavy 
mining aortivity. 

From the west, the WSA is composed of short alluvial fans vhich quickly give 
way to the steep, jagged ridges and deep canyons of the Panamint Mountains. 
Elevations range from 1,140 feet along the west side to 7,196 feet on Manly 
Peak near the east edge of the WSA. Vegetation ohanges with altitude, frcm 
creosote bush scrub at the lower elevations to pinyoiVjuniper woodlands on 
the hi^er p)eaks. Intermittent streams flow frcm springs within the larger 
canyons, and support strips of ripjarian vegetation characterized by 
cottonwood, desert willow, and cattails. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Ettaft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in Appendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECC^^MENDATTQN AND RAITONAIE- 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

31,754 BIM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Manly Peak WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. This 
recommendation will be iirplemented in a manner ^ich will use all practical 
means to avoid or minimize environmental iirpacts. 
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Ihe Balancjed Alteimative is the environmentally-preferable alternative as 
outlined in the COCA Plan and further ejqjlained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

Ihe no-^ildemess reccaranendation is based on the follcwing rationale: 
(1) the area possesses marginal wilderness values; (2) wilderness 
designation of this WSA would not add any additional unique or distinct 
ecosystems or features to the National Wilderness Preservation System; and 
(3) the area has moderate to hi^ potential for locatable minerals. There 
are approximately seven miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, 
washes and other unmaintained routes of access which will remain available 
for vehicular use. 

Manly Peak WSA's ecosystem is well represented by other areas reconranended 
for wilderness designation in the general region. This WSA contains no 
noteworthy special features to set it apart frcm other areas; its physical, 
biological, and cultural resources are typical of the surrounding desert 
mountain ranges. The study area is not known habitat of any State- or 
Federally-listed threatened or endangered plant or wildlife species, or of 
any species under status review for possible listing. Cultural resources 
consist mainly of historic mining cperations, vhich are ubiquitous 
throu^out the region and do not p)articularly need wilderness designation to 
ensure their integrity. 

The natural condition of the WSA has been altered by decades of mining 
activity. The northern, western, and southern edges of the stuc^ area have 
numerous mining scars, evidence of mining activity from the turn of the 
century to the present day. Additional roads and mines have been excluded 
from the WSA, but their presence and use immediately outside the boundary 
detracts from the (pportunities for solitude within the area. 

Significant portions of the study area have moderate to high potential for 
gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc and dolomite, as described in the section 
of this r^ort entitled "Energy and Mineral Resource Values." There are 87 
mining claims located in the WSA. Exercise of valid existing ri^ts could 
be ejqocted to entail cperations that would drastically alter naturalness, 
and affect cpportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. Maintenance 
of these wilderness values would be both difficult and costly because of the 
area's mineral potential. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 31,754 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Iriholdings 
State 272 
Private 0 

Total 32,026 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 31,754 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 31,754 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELDPING THE WILDERNESS REOa^MENDATTOIS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: The area shows evidence of past human activity. 
Mining scars are the most noticeable evidence of man's activities 
within the WSA. Near the north boundary in T. 45 E., R 22 S., 
Sections 29 cind 30, is an old aerial trairway and mine, along with 
numerous scattered prospects. An old mine, road, and aerial tramway 
exists in T. 23 S., R. 44 R., Sections 13, 23, and 24. The 
original access road to the mine from the west boundary has 
deteriorated into a way with the passage of time, althou^ a newer 
bladed road has been constructed from Manly Falls to the above- 
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mentioned mine cxannplex for approximately one-quarter mile. Several 
small adits exist along this road. Mining activity has occurred in 
Coyote Canyon as evidenced by a washed out route, an old mine, and 
tramway. Ihe southern border shews a loss of naturalness with many 
small mines and tramways scattered throu^out the north side of the 
canyon. Ihe eastern border of the WSA is relatively natural. One 
well-travelled way extends frean Death Valley National Monument into 
the WSA in the L^per reaches of Redlands Canyon for approximately 
one and one-half miles. This way also extends into Wood Canyon for 
approximately one mile and cuts into an unnamed canyon for one-half 
mile. 

2. Solitude; Because of the screening effect of the steep, rugged 
terrain, opportunities for solitude can be found throu^out the WSA. 
Hewever, the many mining scars mentioned above detract from the 
sense of remoteness. 

This WSA is periodically overflcwn by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
eperating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Opportunities for primitive 
and unconfined types of recreation exist within the WSA; however, 
the area pres^ently attracts almost no primitive recreational use. 

4. Sipecial Features: Ihe western portion of the WSA provides 24 square 
miles of permanent range and 16 square miles of transient range for 
the Panamint Mountains desert bi^om sheep herd, vhich numbers 
about 225 individuals. 

Minimal inventory has been conducted of the cultural resources 
within the WSA; however, many of the relics of mining activity are 
historical resources. Seme of the mines, tramways, mining trails, 
and remains of old structures and equipment scattered throughout the 
WSA date to the turn of the century. 
The WSA includes a wide variety of resources traditionally 
exploited by the Panamint Shoshone. Bi^om sheep, deer, and other 
game were hunted historically, and plant materials and bird feathers 
have been collected here. Springs in the area have religious 
significance. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented by ecosystems: Ihis WSA contains 15,240 acres of the 
American Desert/Westem Ponderosa Forest and 16,514 acres of the 
American Desert/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystems. Althou^ the 
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VJSA would add diversity in the types of ecosystems represented in 
the NWPS, the Bureau has reccanmended one WSA with a similar 
ecosystem for (Wildrose Canyon WSA) as suitable for wilderness 
designation. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
I>amain/Province/FNV areas acres areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Westem 
Ponderosa Forest 

0 0 3 56,622 

American Desert/Juniper- 
Pinyon Woodland 

1 21,485 24 690,457 

CALTFORNIA 

American Desert/Westem 
Ponderosa Forest 

0 0 3 56,622 

American Desert/Juniper- 1 21,485 16 469,206 
Pinyon Woodland 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a days driving time (five hours) of major population centers; 
Ihe WSA is within a five-hour drive of six major population centers. 
Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of wilderness areas and 
other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of these peculation 
centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness C^co^^’tunities for Residents 

of Major Peculation Centers 

Peculation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 
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3. Balancing the aeograr^ic distribution of wilderness areas: The 
closest designated area is the Dcxneland Wilderness administered by 
the Sequoia National Forest, aj^roximately 60 air miles west. The 
WSA borders directly on administratively-endorsed wilderness in 
Death Valley National ffonument. In addition, ten BIM study areas 
recommended for wilderness designation are within 50 air miles. 

C. Manageability 

Ihe Manly Peak is manageable as wilderness. However, the 
maintenance of wilderness values cannot be assured unless the 
possibility of future mineral develc^xnent can be eliminated, vhich would 
require acquisition of valid existing rights. 

Althou^ wilderness designation would withdraw the area frcm claim 
location, BIM's assessment of the area's mineral potential suggests that 
some of the existing claims would prove valid. Holders of valid claims 
would be able to proceed with develc^jments deemed necessary or 
reasonably incidental to their mining operation, subject, only to not 
causing unnecessary or undue degradation. This provision would do 
little to protect wilderness values, because even necessary mining 
develc^mvents could significantly alter natural conditions at the site, 
and potentially disnpt opportunities for solitude over a much greater 
area. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Known at the Time of the Preliminary Suitability 
Recommendation: In 1980, BIM prepared a Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-E-M) 
Report for the Panamint Mountains G-E-M Resource Area (GRA), of vhich 
the WSA is a part. Mineral potentials assigned by the GRA Report are 
shewn on Map 2, vhich follows. Ihe GRA Report classified the western 
portion of the WSA as having a hi^ potential for the occurrence of gold 
and silver and a moderate potential for the occurrence of lead, zinc, 
and tungsten. Ihe eastern portion of the WSA was classified as having a 
moderate potential for the occurrence of gold, silver, lead, zinc and 
tungsten. Two smaller areas in the extreme southern portion of the 
WSA, near Goler and Coyote Canyons, were classified as having a 
moderate potential for the occurrence of gold and silver. In addition, 
an area within Coyote Canyon was classified as having a hi^ potential 
for the occurrence of dolomite. 

These assessments of potential were based partially on past production. 
Ihe WSA was knewn to have produced gold, silver, lead, zinc and 
dolomite, and future production of these commodities was considered 
likely. Ei^t known mines and as many as 19 mines or prospects exist in 
this WSA for gold, silver, zinc, and/or lead. Although production from 
the mines inside this WSA is unioiown, the Southern Homestake Mine, 
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adjacent to the WSA at Manly Falls, has estimated reserves of 49,000 
ounces of gold. The Honolulu-Bighom Mine, adjacent to the VJSA in South 
Park Canyon, has produced 550,000 pounds of zinc, 350,000 pounds of lead 
and 5,000 ounces of silver (1980 BLM GRA file). As of December 1979, 
an estimated 50 to 100 uipatented mining claims and two patented claims 
were located within the WSA. 

The central and southeastern portions of the WSA were classified by the 
GRA R^)ort as having a lew potential for the occurrence of metallic 
mineral deposits. However, the report noted that the geologic 
environment in these areas were extremely favorable for deposits of this 
type. 

The WSA was not classified for the occurrence of leasable minerals 
(sodium, potassium, oil, gas, and geothermal) and saleable minerals 
(sand, gravel, clay) because of insufficient data. 

The 1980 BLM GRA file documented a geochemical ancmialy for cxypper in a 
geologic environment favorable for the formation of this type deposit in 
the west-central portion of the WSA. Based on the BLM classification 
system, this area (See Map 2) is classified as having a moderate 
potential for the occurrence of capper, 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Decision: No U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) or U.S. Bureau of 
Mines (BC^) mineral surveys have been conducted in the WSA because it 
is recannmended nonsuitable. The California Division of Mines and 
Geology has begun field work for a Mineral Land Classification of the 
WSA and the surrounding area. The results of this study are expected in 
early 1989. 

In December 1987, Billiton Exploration Co., Inc. (formerly Shell Mining) 
submitted a plan of operation for exploration drilling at the Southern 
Homestake Mine in an area immediately adjacent to the WSA boundary. 
Although the results of the drilling program have not been made public, 
Billiton has been in contact with the BLM Ridgecrest Resource Area 
office (January 1988) to seek assistance in submitting a plan of 
eperation for drilling inside the WSA. Billiton has indicated that a 
favorable geologic structure discovered during the December, 1987 
drilling may extend into the WSA. 

Urpatented lode mining claims and mill site locations are concentrated 
in the north, east, west and south boundary areas of the WSA. 
Unpatented placer mining claims are concentrated in the northwestern 
portion of the WSA in South Park Canyon. Urpatented mining claims 
within the WSA, from BLM records as of January, 1988, are summarized in 
the following table. 
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Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUTIABIE NOTSUrr. TOTAL SUTEABIE NC»TSUIT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 72 72 N/A 1,440 1,440 
Placer N/A 7 7 N/A 280 280 
Mill Site N/A 8 8 N/A 40 40 

Total N/A 87 87 N/A 1.760 1.760 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Solitude will continue to be 
intem^yted by military jet aircraft as it is at present. 
Wilderness values will decline over the long-term as exploration and 
develc^xTvent occurs in areas of moderate to hi^ mineral potential. 
Wilderness values will be retained at existing levels in the 
portions of the WSA not affected by mining. 

2. Impact on Locatable Mineral Exploration and Development; The 
prc^xDsed action will have no impact. Further exploration, as well 
as develcpnent of the 87 existing claims, can proceed subject to 
applicable laws and guidelines defined in the COCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Bicdiom Sheep Population: Future planned actions will be 
subject to environmental analysis to identi:^ any potential impacts 
to desert bi<^om sheep, allowing development and inplementation of 
appropriate mitigation measures. Development of minerals has 
moderate potential to adversely impact bighorn sheep habitat. 

4. Impact on Native American Uses and Values; Native American access 
to traditional collection and religious sites will be retained. 
Sacred features will be subject to protection under the American 
Indian Religious Freedom Act. Any ohanges in physical appearance or 
use of sacred sites will be made only in consultation with the 
appropriate Native American group. 

5. Impact on Administratively-Endorsed Wilderness in Death Valiev 
National Monument: Mining operations within the WSA will result in 
negligible adverse impacts to c^portunities for solitude within the 
Butte Valley area of the national monument. The ridgeline that 
forms the boundary between the two jurisdictions will effectively 
screen nearly all potential mining operations so they will not be 
visible or audible within the monument. It should be noted that the 
portions of the WSA deemed to have hi^ mineral potential (for gold, 
silver, and dolcanite) are well away from the national monument 
boundary, on the west side of the WSA. Ihe portion of the WSA 
adjacent to the monument has moderate potential for gold and silver. 
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F. Local Social and Ecoronic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of V?SA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throughout all {biases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and PropxDsed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Known inaccuracies are noted in 
parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; Many comments were received relating to the 
existing roads, mines and other permanent structures. Field 
examination verified many of these, causing the division of the 
original inventory area into two separate wilderness study areas, 
CDCA-137 and CDCA-137A. Other comments recognized the primitive 
recreation potential and overall natural condition of the landscape. 

2. Study Phase; A large majority of the respondents recommended 
excluding this WSA from wilderness consideration. Thirty-two out of 
forty responses took this position, mostly because of the area's 
hi^ mineralization. Roads, mine durnps and buildings were said to 
be present in large numbers and to be incompatible with wilderness. 
Many mine owners and operators sent maps and photos of their 
locations and urged exclusion of these areas. South Park and Goler 
Wash were mentioned by several writers as being extensively impacted 
by inining activities. Seme respondents also wished to keep out 
recreationists in order to cut down vandalism. They believed that 
miners could aid BIM in managing these lands for the benefit of both 
natural resources and mineral develcpanent. 

One respondent complained that management of this area, along with 
adjacent Naval Weapons Center and Death Valley National Monument, 
clLI by separate federal agencies, would be too costly to ttie 
ta3q>ayers. Several members of a four-^vyheel drive organization 
wanted the area to be available for vehicle-oriented recreation, 
including four-reeling, trail riding, rockhounding, prospecting, 
hunting, pictography, si^tseeing, nature study, and camping. 

The ccamments favoring wilderness designation also discussed the 
area's contiguity to Death Valley National Monument; they found this 
to be an advantage, since BIM wilderness would join with Death 
Vcilley wilderness, thus enhancing management of the area. Scenic, 
ecologic, geologic, historic, educational, and botanic resources 
were mentioned as qualifications for wilderness status. There was 
disagreement as to vhether the South Fork Canyon Road connects with 
the road throu^ Pleasant Canyon. One respondent thou^t the entire 
road should be a corridor throu^ the area. 
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Nine letters were received in response to the Public Irp.it Workbook 
of 3/15/79, four favoring and five opposed to wilderness 
designation. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives: A variety of comments were received in 
response to the Draft CDCA Plan. One indicated conplete agreement 
with the Protection Alternative, another expressed a need for more 
wilderness than that reccmmended by the Protection Alternative, and 
another favored the Use Alternative. Others called for 
recommending the entire study area and/or greater acreage of non- 
mountainous terrain as suitable for wilderness under the Balanced 
Alternative. One respondent stated that the area does not qualify 
as wilderness because of the many signs of man and mining 
developanent. 

This WSA was one of those <pposed the national Outdoor 
Coalition, a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-hi^way 
vehicle groups. A large number of club members sent in printed 
coupons and letters si:px)rting this position. The County of Inyo 
Board of Supervisors also opposed wilderness because of mineral 
resources. 

Conservation organizations and their members wrote many letters 
reccmmending wilderness designation for all WSAs within the CDCA. 

4. Proposed Plan: Comments brou^t out the same points summarized for 
earlier stages of the planning process. Motorized vehicle 
organizations and conservation groips maintained the same positions 
stated for the Draft Plan Alternatives, as did the County of Inyo 
Board of Sipervisors. 
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MTmrK PRRK CftNYCW WTTITWIRSS gTOPy ARE^ (VEA) 

(CDCA-137A) 

1. 1HE STUDY AREA. - 9,563 acres 

The Middle Park Canyon WSA is located in Inyo County in the west-central 
portion of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The nearest 
camraunity is Trona, located ajproximately 15 miles to the southwest. The 
WSA includes 9,538 acres of public land, administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BIM), and private inholdings totalling 25 acres (see Map 1 and 
Table 1). 

The WSA is bounded on the north by tc^xjgraphic features; for half its 
distance, the boundary skirts the north slqpe of Middle Park Canyon, then 
crosses over the ridge to follow the south side of Pleasant Canyon. The 
eastern boundary lies along the ridgeline between Pleasant Canyon and Middle 
Park. From Middle Park, the boundary proceeds south edong a road leading to 
South Park. The southern boundary follows an iirproved dirt road throu^ 
South Park Canyon. One short oherrystem, located along this road, 
eliminates the Suitcase Mine prospects from the WSA. The eastern boundary 
follows a maintained dirt road leading to Ballarat. A second oherrystem, 
sli^tly more than a mile in length, is located along this western boundary. 

The WSA is coarposed of small alluvial slopes in the lower western 
elevations vhich rise eastward to steep, jagged ridges and sharp peaks of 
the Panamint Mountains. In the hi^er elevations, de^, dissected canyons 
form the interior of the WSA. Elevations range from 1,040 feet in the 
western portion to 7,000 feet in the eastern portion of the VISA. A variety 
of vegetation exists within the area. The vegetative sequence begins with 
sparse desert scrub, such as creosote and annual plants, in the lower 
elevations and drainages, then moves ip to pinyon-juniper woodland in the 
hi^er elevations. Water flows intermittently in Middle Park Canyon and 
South Park Canyon located near the WSA's northern and southern boundaries. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in ippendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOa^lMENDATTCM AND RATTONATF — 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

9,538 BLM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the reconmendation for this WSA. The entire acreage in 
this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. This recommendation 
will be iiiplemented in a manner vhich will use all practical means to avoid 
or minimize environmental impacts. 
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The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally-preferable alternative as 
outlined in the COCA Plan and further explained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

This area is reccxnmended nonsuitable because: (1) while the WSA did meet 
the criteria of wilderness as defined in Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act 
of 1964, further analysis determined that the area's value as wilderness did 
not exceed the potential for other uses, particularly mining - the area 
possesses areas of hi^ and moderate mineral potential, and (2) the area 
would be extremely difficult to manage. There are approximately four miles 
of routes of travel including primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained 
routes of access vhich will remain available for vehicular use. 

The natural condition of the WSA has been altered by numerous mining scars. 
The areas vhere the worst surface disturbance has occurred are located 
around the boundaries of the WSA vhere intense mining, milling and 
exploration have ta3cen place. Seme of the primitive ways, constructed to 
support these historic mining activities, wind their way into the WSA for 
several miles. These scars impair the naturalness of the area. Outstanding 
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined types of recreation 
are minimal. The area's small size and its thin, linear shape relegate 
outstanding opportunities for solitude to within the confines of the 
canyons. 

This WSA contains areas of hi^ potential for the occurrence of gold and 
silver and areas of moderate potential for the occurrence of cepper, gold, 
lead, potassium, silver, sodium, tungsten, and zinc. Development of much of 
this mineral potential would be foregone should the area be designated as 
wilderness. A more detailed discussion of this topic is included in Energy 
and Mineral Resource Values. 

Effective management of the area as wilderness would be difficult due to the 
potential for mineral activity. There are 176 mining claims located in the 
WSA. In addition, there are several current mining operatiors either in the 
WSA or adjacent to it. The aiiKxunt of mining activity in the area fluctuates 
with the minerals market, intensifying vhen the market is high, slewing with 
ecoronic lews. This fluctuating interest plus utilization of valid, 
existing rights may result in mining eperations vhich could drastically 
alter the wilderness characteristics of the area and seriously impair our 
ability to manage the area as wilderness. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 9,538 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 25 

Total 9,563 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (witiiin WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM land Recommended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 
Private 

0 
0 

Within the Area Not Recammended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 9,538 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM land Not Recommended for Wilderness 9,538 

3. CRITERIA Ora^SIDERED IN DEVELDPING THE WIIDERNESS REOC^IMENDATIONS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: The area shews evidence of man's work, of v^ch mining 
scars are the most noticeable. The scars left behind include old, 
benched mill sites with associated tanks and storage pads and 
segments of primitive ways and well-established vehicle routes, some 
extending several miles into the study area. 

2. Solitude: Opportunities for solitude are available throu^out the 
unit but cannot be considered outstanding. The area is only one to 
two miles wide. Therefore, (pportunities for solitude are severely 
limited to the confines of the deep canyons within the WSA. 
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This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
cperating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Opportunities for 
unrestricted movement are c±>tainable throu^out the area. The deep 
canyons provide primitive areas for unconfined recreation. 

4. Special Features: The area falls within the permanent range of the 
Panamint herd of desert bi(^om sheep (Oyis canadensis nelsoni). 
The Panamint herd, numbering over 200 individuals, range throughout 
the Panamint Mountains. Bi^om sheep are considered a sensitive 
species by BLM. 

One BLM sensitive plcint species is known to occur within this WSA. 
Brickellia knappiana is found in lower Pleasant Canyon. 

TWO areas of cultural sensitivity are located in this WSA. One 
contains a number of mining canps and structures from the late 
1800's and early 1900's. The second area is ccarprised of areas of 
aboriginal activity involving food gathering and processing. This 
WSA also includes areas of significance for Panamint Shoshone Native 
Americans. The southern Panamints contain traditional pinyon 
collecting areas. Other materials collected include Balleva grass, 
bunch grass, chia and willcw. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems: This WSA contains 4,470 acres of the 
American Desert/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland and 5,068 acres of the 
American Desert/Westem Ponderosa Forest ecosystems. Althou^ the 
WSA would add diversity in the types of ecosystems represented in 
the NWPS the Bureau has reccmmended one WSA with a similar ecosystem 
(Wildrose Canyon WSA) as suitable for wilderness designation. The 
ecosystem—is also topical of the entire Panamint Mountain Range and 
other Basin and Range Province Mountains found throu^ the Mojave 
Desert. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
Dcmain/Province/FNV areas acres areas acres 

NATT(»JWIDE 

American Desert/Juniper- 1 21,485 24 702,616 
Pinyon Woodland 

American Desert/Westem 0 0 3 66,926 
Ponderosa Forest 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Juniper- 1 21,485 16 481,365 
Pinyon Woodland 

American Desert/Westem 0 0 3 66,926 
Ponderosa Forest 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of six major 
peculation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 
of the population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Peculation centers 

Peculation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of ten BIM WSAs reccanmended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is South Sierra 
Wilderness Area, administered by Sequoia Nationcil Forest, located 
rou^ily 50 miles west. 
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C. Manageability 

The Middle Park Canyon WSA is manageable as wilderness. Hcwever, 
effective management of the WSA would be difficult due to recurrent 
mining activity throu^out the WSA. Economic lews in the minerals 
market have caused slowdowns or steppage of exploration at times, but as 
the mineral economy rcillies, exploration and production increases 
dramatically. Many of the claims within the WSA are pre-FLFMA and may 
have valid, existing ri^ts. Mining exploration and develcpment within 
the WSA would cause management prc±)lems due to the noise, dust and 
physical intrusions caused by roads, buildings and facilities associated 
with mining eperations. 

The WSA would also be difficult to manage because of its long, linear 
prxportions. The area is only one to two miles wide and any 
infringement on the borders would effect adjacent wilderness values 
causing management prdDlems. Frequent signing, detailed maps and 
intensive patrolling along much of the border would be required to 
ensure the integrity of the unit. 

Military overfli^ts in this V7SA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Known at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recommendation; The Middle Park Canyon WSA is in the 
BLM Panamint Mountain Geology-Energy-Resource (G-E^) Resource Area 
(GRA). The BLM G-E^ narrative in the COCA Plan EIS (Volume B, 
T^pendix III) in 1980, stated that the WSA has potential for the 
occurrence of gold, silver, zinc, lead and tungsten. As of 
December 12, 1979, 13 patented and an unknown number of a larger 
block of 209 urpatented mining claims located in and adjacent to the 
WSA were recorded with the BLM. 

The 1980 BIM GRA report and file data fully support the G-E-M 
statement in the CDCA Plan EIS. The 1980 BIM GE^ report classified 
the central portion of the WSA as having a hi^ potential for the 
occurrence of gold and silver and a moderate potential for the 
occurrence of lead, zinc and tungsten (See Map 2). A smaller area 
surrounding the Suitcase Mine, near the southern boundary of the 
WSA, was classified by the 1980 BIM GRA report as having a high 
potential for the occurrence of gold, based on past production frem 
the mine. The eastern one-third of the WSA was classified by the 
1980 BIM GRA r^xxrt as having a moderate potential for the 
occurrence of gold, silver, lead, zinc, and tungsten. 

The area between Pleasant and South Park Canyons in the WSA is 
encempassed by the Ballarat Gold Mining District. Within the 
Ballarat District, there are five mines with a history of production 
of gold. One mine, the Red Cloud Mine, produced zinc,^ lead and 
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2. 

production from the Suitcase, Radcliffe, World Beater 
the Cecil R. Mines have a recorded prcxiuction in excess of 

85,000 ounces. The Suitcase Mine is estimated to have an ore 
reserve of 14,000 ounces (1980 BIM GRA report). 

In addition, the 1980 BUM GRA r^x^rt documented a geochemical 
anomaly for cc^per in the northern half of the WSA. 

Ihe w^tem one-fifth of the WSA, west of the Cecil R. Mine, was 
classified by the 1980 ELM GRA r^rt as having a moderate potential 
for^e occurrence of sodium and potassium. Ihis classification was 
ba^ on the d^ignation of the area by the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS tonservation Div., 1979) as prospectively valuable for these 
minerals. 

of the WSA was classified as having a low 
potential for the ooamrenoe of limestone and dolonite based on a 
very favorable geologic environment. 

Ihe 1980 BIM GRA file data documented a geochemical anomaly for 
copper m the northern half of the WSA. Under the BIM 

deification ^stem, this area can be classified as having a 
mode^ pot^tial for the occurrence of copper based on a favorable 
geologic environment and geochemical evidence (See Map 2). 

inconplete, and the area was not 
the ocanrrence of saleable minerals, oil and gas, an! 

uraniun\/thorium potential. ^ 

. -Of Si^ifleant New Mineral Resource Data Collected sinn^ 
^iimin^ Suitabili^ Recommendation Which Should Be Considered in 
the Final Recommendation: No U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) or U S 

Mines (BCM) mineral surveys have been conducted for Uie 
becai^ the area was recommended nonsuitable for wilderness 

designation. 

•me California Division of Mines and Geology has begun field work 
for a Mineral land Classification of the area encompassing and 

eSly^S^ results of this study are expected in 

of Operation for exploration activities have 
b^ filed with the BIM Ridgecrest Resource Area office. IWo of the 
plans have addressed exploration activities at the Suitcase Mine in 
^ar^ cl^sified by the 1980 BIM GRA report as having a hi^ 
potential for the occurrence of gold. 

are concentrated in the northern portion of the 
Canyon, and in the southern portion of the WSA in 

Middle lark carbon. ISpatented lode mining claims are distributed 
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throu^oat the V?SA. Uipatented placer mining claims are 
concentrated in the west and southwest portions of the WSA. 
Uipatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in Table 4, taken 
frcm BIM records dated December, 1978. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUITABLE NOISUTT. TOTAL SUITABLE NOISUIT. TOTAL 
Lexie N/A 157 157 N/A 3,140 3,140 
Placer N/A 12 12 N/A 480 480 
Mill Site N/A 7 7 N/A 35 35 
Total N/A 176 176 N/A 3.655 3.655 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Mineral develc^jment will cause 
localized impacts to naturalness. Because the entire area is 
mineralized, impacts may occur anyvy^ere within the WSA. 
Opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation will be negatively affected adjacent to mining 
activities. 

2. Impact on Mineral Exploration and Develotanent; Exploration and 
develcpinent of mineral resources will be allcwed to continue, 
subject to the regulations stated in 43 CFR 3809 regarding surface 
disturbance, as well as any additional constraints stated in the 
CDCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Bicdiom Sheep Habitat; Iirpacts to bi^om sheep habitat 
will consist of localized habitat loss caused by mineral 
develcpment. Human activity related to mining will occasionally 
disrupt individual animals. Management guidelines, as listed in the 
CDCA Plan, will provide seme measure of protection for this 
sensitive species. 

4. Impact on Brickellia knappiana/Habitat; Scare habitat loss may occur 
due to mineral developtient. However, rou^ terrain coupled with 
protective guidelines, as listed in the CDCA Plan, will provide 
protection for this species. 

5. Impact on Cultural Resources; Localized loss of archaeological 
values could occur as a result of mineral exploration and 
develcpment. However, existing Federal laws and BIM guidelines will 
lessen the rate of this loss by requiring mitigation of iirpacts. 

6. Impact on Native American Collection Activities; The prqposed 
action will have no iirpact on this activity. Collection activities 
will be allowed to continue and access to the collection areas will 
remain epen. 
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F. Local Scxiial and Ecorotiic Considerations 

No local social or ecorotiic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public ccanments were solicited throu^out all f^iases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during developanent 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Propo)sed Plan. The follcwing is a 
summary of all cxaranents received. Inaccuracies that are kncwn to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Ihase: During the inventory period, this WSA was still 
part of Manly Peak WSA. Many comments were received concerning 
existing mines, roads and permanent structures. Particular 
attention was given to the roads in Pleasant Canyon and South Fork 
Canyon, and the possibility that these connected. Field examination 
verified the continuity of this road, and the large area was divided 
into Manly Peak WSA and this WSA. Other comments recognized the 
primitive recreation potential and overall natural condition of the 
landscape. 

2. Study Phase; A large majority of the public comments recommended 
excluding this WSA from wilderness consideration. TWenty-ei(^t out 
of 35 responses took this position, mostly because of the area's 
hi^ mineralization and the existing roads, mine dunps and other 
evidences of man's activities. Several mine owners and operators 
sent maps and piiotcs of their locations and urged exclusion of 
these areas. South Park Canyon and Pleasant Canyon were mentioned 
r^jeatedly as being extensively iirpacted by mining activities. Some 
respondents also wished to exclude recreationists in order to 
decrease vandalism. They believed that miners could aid the BLM in 
managing these lands for the benefit of both natural resources and 
mineral develcpment. 

The noise and sonic booms produced by weapons testing at Fort Irwin 
and training jets from the Naval Weapons Center were seen as 
incompatible with the wilderness euqjerience. Several members of a 
four-vheel drive organization wanted the area to be available for 
vehicle-oriented recreation, including rockhounding, four-vheeling, 
pleasure driving, photography, nature study, trail riding, 
prospecting, hunting and camping. The economies of the town of 
Ballarat and Indian Wells were said to depend on the use of off-road 
vehicles in the Panamint Range. 

Proponents of wilderness designation mentioned scenic ecologic, 
historic educational, and botanic resources as qualifications for 
wilderness status. 
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Four responses to ^e Public Irpjt Wbr]dx»k (3/15/79) referred 
specifically to this WSA. One stated a strong desire to designate 
the area ^ wilderness because of the rich endemic plant species and 
diverse wildlife. One mentioned ownership of patented prcperty at 
Clair Camp (m^ing interest) and exposed wilderness designation in 
order to eliminate trespassing and vandalism. 

Draft Plan Alternatives; No public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this W^ was one of those exposed by the National Outdoor 
Coalition, a coalition of mining, rock-hounding, and off-road 
vehicle groips. A large number of club members sent in printed 
cxDipoi^ ai^ letters si^porting this position. Conservation 
organizations and their members wrote many letters reccramending 
wilderness designation for all WSAs within the CDCA. The County of 
Inyo's Board of Supervisors qfposed wilderness designation for this 
area because of its mineral potential. 

Proposed Plan: There were few specific comments on this particular 
WSA in re^nse to the Preposed Plan. Motorized vehicle 
organizations and conservation groups maintained the same positions 
stated for the Draft Alternatives, as did the Inyo County Board of 
Supervisors. The Resources Agency of the State of California 
requested wilderness for this area. 
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SIAIE RANHK WTTnRRNESS STOPy AREA fWSA) 

(CDCA--142) 

1. THE SIUDY AREA - 102,802 acres 

The Slate Range WSA is located in Inyo County in the north-central portion 
of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The closest ccjnmunity is 
Trona, located rou^ily 30 miles to the southwest. The WSA includes 100,565 
acres of public land, under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BIM), 1,837 acres of State lands and private iriholdings 
totalling 400 acres (See Map 1 and Table 1). 

This "L"-shaped WSA is bounded on the northwest by a dirt road crossing the 
Panamint Valley to Ballarat. Frcxn this point, the northern boundary heads 
south, follcwing Wingate Road, until it is intersected by a road up Goler 
Wash. Trending north, the boundary then rou^ily follows Goler Wash road, 
avoiding disturbed areas around Meyer Ranch, until the road reaches the 
Death Vcilley National Monument Boundary. The monument boundary delineates 
the eastern WSA boundary. To the south, the boundary follows the edge of 
the China Ia3ce Naval Weapons Center. The western boundary follows the 
ridgeline of the Slate Range, eliminating one area of disturbance with a 
short cherrystem. Midway cilong its length, the western boundary drops over 
the ridge and then follows a number of dirt roads until it closes with the 
northwestern boundary. 

The terrain of this area is diverse and includes the Slate and Panamint 
Mountains and their associated canyons and bajadas. The area also includes 
Panamint Valley and a large salt pan located just east of the Slate Range. 
The Slate and Panamint I'tountains are varied in topography, having smooth and 
jagged ridges, sharp peaks, flat mountain tops, shallow washes and steep 
canyons. The mountains are rocky and display a variety of colors from tan 
to red to gold. The associated bajada gently slopes south and east into 
Panamint Vcilley and is interlacxxi with very shallow washes. The valley 
contains a large salt pan in the eastern portion. The vegetation consists 
mainly of low desert scrub, witJi the dominant plant being creosote budi. 
There are a few scattered cholla in the bajada. The area is unusually 
diverse, r^resenting a cross-section of Great Basin Lowland and Inland 
Desert conditions. The elevation varies with the low flatlands averaging 
2,400 ft rising to 5,805 ft. at Needle Peak. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECXX1MENDATTCM AND RATTONATF- 44,536 acres recoonnmended for 
wilderness 

56,029 BIM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 
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Partial Wilderness (40% suitable) is the recxxnmendation for this WSA. Ihe 
56,029 acres in this WSA reccxnmended nonsuitable are released for uses other 
than wilderness. The majority of the suitable portion consists of public 
lands. This recommendation will be implemented in a manner vhich will use 
all practical means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the Desert Plan and further explained in the California 
Wilderness Study Overview. 

The eastern portion of this WSA is recommended suitable because it possesses 
outstanding wilderness values and numerous special features that would be 
enhanced by wilderness designation. The wilderness values of naturalness, 
opportunities for solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined 
types of recreation are outstanding within the suitably reconmended area. 
Ttiere are no known routes of travel within the suitable portion of the WSA. 

lacking virtually any type of vehicle access, the area escaped from man's 
impacts. Remote and inaccessible terrain have acted as an impenetrable 
barrier to human activities, leaving the area in a primitive condition. 

Opportunities for solitude are outstanding; the feeling of aloneness is 
easily achieved. The broken terrain provides countless hideaways vhere 
seclusion can be found. The study area's remote locale deters all but the 
most avid back-country recreationists, so it is rare vhen more than a 
handful of people share this large tract. 

Primitive recreation cpportunities are available throu^out the suitable 
area. The lack of man-made dDstacles lends to a sense of freedom and 
unconfinement. Because this area is adjacent to adininistratively-endorsed 
wilderness areas in Death Valley National Monument, opportunities for 
solitude and primitive and unconfined types of recreation are enhanced. 

The area includes several special features that would benefit from 
wilderness designation of the area. These special features include a 
bi^om ^eep herd and areas of cultural sensitivity and/or significance. 
The special features are further explained in the Wilderness Characteristics 
section. 

Within the suitable area, there are few resource conflicts. The main 
conflict involves loss of opportunities for mineral exploration and 
development. Within the suitable area, there are two small arecis with 
mineral potential: one area on the western boundary pxDssesses hi^ 
potential for the occurrence of gold, silver, copper, lead and tungsten; the 
second area, near the northern border, has moderate potential for the 
occurrence of silver and gold. Interest in developing these mineral 
reserves is low at this time, as witnessed by the lack of mining claims in 
the area. 
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The remaining acreage within the study area is recommended as nonsuitable 
because, althouj^ its wilderness values are of good quality, it possesses 
significant areas of hi^ mineral potential. Within the nonsuitable area, 
there are geologic formations vhich possess hi<^ potential for the 
occurrence of sodium, potassium, silver, gold, ccpper lead, tungsten and 
limestone, as well as moderate potential for the occurrence of geothermal 
resources, silver, gold, lead, zinc, sodium and potassium. Interest in 
develcping these minerals is indicated by the number of mining claims 
located in the nonsuitable area; a total of 180 as of December, 1987. There 
are approximately 40 miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, 
washes and other unmaintained routes of access within the nonsuitable area 
vhich will remain available for vehicular use. 

Althou^ this area possesses wilderness values that satisfy the 2(c) 
criteria of the 1964 Wilderness Act, these values did not override the value 
of the mineral reserves of the Slate Range and the Panamint Valley. These 
reserves cover rou^ily 60% of the entire nonsuitable acreage. 
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TABIE 1 - Lard Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BLM (surface and subsurface) 100,565 
Split Estate (BLM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 1,837 
Private 400 

Total 102,802 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 44,536 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Reccantnended for Wilderness 44,536 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 56,029 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 56,029 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING THE WILDERNESS REOOMMENDATICa^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The suitable area possesses pristine conditions 
characterized by diverse and rugged terrain. This area is totally 
affected by pristine natural forces. The nonsuitable area is equally 
as natural throughout most locations. A few primitive ways provide 
access to Panamint Dry Lake and an assortment of mining scars can be 
found in the Slate Range, but these imprint's of man are 
substantially unnoticeable. 
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2. Solitude; With the diverse terrain, hi^ peaks and ste^ canyons, 
cxitstanding c^^rtunities for solitude are present throu^out. The 
rugged tc^ograj^y acts to screen visitors frcm one another. 
Conversely, the cpen Icwlands of Panamint Valley allow expansive 
vistas of the Panamint, Slate and Argus Ranges. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic tenporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
pr^jaredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The diversity of landforms and 
the pristine condition lend themselves to primitive types of 
recreation. Opportunities are further enhanced by adjacent values 
found in the administratively-endorsed wilderness areas located in 
Death Valley National Monument. 

4. Special Features; Ihe most significant wildlife species within this 
WSA is the desert bi^om sheep (Oyis canadensis nelsoni). The 
pcpulation size fluctuates, but numbers approximately 20 sheep. 
Desert bi^om are considered a sensitive species by California BLM. 
At least one prairie falcon nestir^ site exists inside this area. 
Prairie falcons and golden eagles utilize the area for foraging on a 
regular basis. 

Ihe south end of the Panamint Range within this area contains 
resources traditionally exploited by Owens Valley Paiute and 
Panamint Shoshone Native Americans from the Death Valley area. 
Vegetative material continues to be collected from the Needles Peak 
area. Ihere are two known cultural resources sites located in the 
suitable wilderness study area. Althou^ little is kncwn about this 
area, favorable indications do exist for additional sites. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems: This V^A contains 100,565 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush (larrea) ecosystem. Landforms consist 
of extremely rugged, steep canyons with an associated bajada vhich 
contains Creosote bush. Sagebrush and Juniper-pinyon woodlands. 
Designation of this area as wilderness would not add diversity to 
the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
I>:main/Province/IW 

NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
areas acres areas acres 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

NATICM^DE 

1 343,753 

CAUFORNIA 

1 343,753 

117 4,167,344 

88 3,553,540 

2. Expandincf the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a days driving time (five hours) of major tx?pulation centers: 
The WSA is within a five-hour drive of seven major population 
centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of designated 
areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
pcpulation centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpulation Centers 

Population NWPS cureas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Visal ia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

3. Balancincf the geographic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of 11 BIM WSAs reccmmended for wilderness 
designation. Rcu^hly 50 miles west lie the densest designated 
wilderness areas. South Sierra and Dcmieland Wilderness Areas, both 
administered by Sequoia National Forest. 

C. Manaaeabil itv 

The Slate Range WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, management of 
the nonsuitable portion would be extremely difficailt. 
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within the suitable portion, there are no major issues that would 
preclude or ccarplicate the effective management of the area as 
wilderness. The area possesses easily managed boundaries consisting of 
administrative boundaries along the north, east and south and a well 
defined road along the western boundary. The surrounding public land, 
administered by the Nationcil Park Service and the military, prevents 
vehicles from accessing the suitable area, thereby reducing the 
possibility of inadvertent intrusions. 

The area contains virtually no resources or uses vhich would conflict 
with wilderness designation. The suitable portion contains no private 
or State inholdings. 

Conversely, the nonsuitable area would be extremely difficult to manage, 
primarily because of mineral exploration and develcproent activities that 
will occur there. The nonsuitable portion of the WSA contains over 180 
mining claims, many of vhich may have valid existing ri^ts to develcp 
under the General Mining Law of 1872. Althou(^ claimants cannot cause 
unnecessary or undue degradation to public lands, they may have 
sufficient latitude to inpact existing wilderness values. 

Milita^ overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Known at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Reccmmendation: The Slate Range WSA is located in the 
BIM Darwin/Slate Range and Panamint Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-E-^) 
Resource Area(s) (GRA). The BIM G-E-^ narrative in the wilderness 
section of the CDCA Plan EIS (Volume B, appendix III) stated that 
mines and prospects located in the WSA have produced gold, silver, 
and lead (hi^ occurrence potential), The EIS G-E-M narrative also 
stated that the WSA has a potential for halite, uranium, tungsten, 
pumice, perlite, bentonite, and zeolites. As of December 12, 1979, 
cjn estimated 30 to 50 urpatented mining claims and two patented 
claims located in the WSA were recorded with the BIM. 

The 1980 BIM GRA report and data fully supports the G-E-M statement 
in the 1980 CDCA EIS. The mines and prospects immediately adjacent 
to and located in the WSA are encoirpassed by the Slate (gold) Mining 
District. Recorded production from the district is in excess of 
$3,000,000 of gold, silver, lead and copper. The 1980 BIM GRA 
r^xxrt classified the extreme northwestern part of the WSA as having 
a hi^ potential for the occurrence of gold, silver, cc^per, lead 
and tungsten and a lew occurrence potential for uranium. The 
January Jones Mine, located on the eastern slope of the Slate 
Range, has produced over 4,000 oz. gold from vein deposits in 
granitic rock. The area surrounding the January Jones Mine was 
classified by the 1980 BIM GRA report as having hi^ potential for 
the occurrence of gold. An area of marine rock surrounded by 
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granite, outcrx^ping on the east side of the Slate Range east of 
Manley Pass, was classified by the 1980 BIM GRA report as having a 
lew potential for the occurrence of gold, silver, lead, tungsten 
and uranium based on gamma-ray anomalies and a favorable geologic 
environment. Two small areas, located in the central part of the 
WSA south of Goler Canyon, were classified by the 1980 BIM GRA 
r^x)rt as having a moderate potential for the occurrence of lead, 
silver, zinc and a hi^ potential for the occurrence of gold, 
silver, copper, lead and tungsten. The area of high potential 
contains mines (Cresent, Lotus,) with recorded production of gold, 
silver and lead. 

The 1980 BIM GRA file documented a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS, 
Conservation Division, 1979) classification of the northern part of 
the WSA as prospectively valuable for oil and gas. This area was 
classified as having a lew potential (1980 BIM GRA) for the 
occurrence of oil and gas based on the BIM classification system. 
In addition, the USGS classified an area in the extreme 
northwestern part of the WSA as a Potential Geothermal Resource Area 
(PGRA). The 1980 BIM GRA report classified the PGRA as having a 
moderate potential for the occurrence of geothermal resources. The 
central part of the WSA encempassing the Panamint Valley was 
classified by the 1980 BIM GE^^ rqport as having a hi^ to moderate 
potential for the occurrence of potassium and sodium and a lew 
potential for zeolites. The hi^ to moderate BIM GE^ classification 
was based on a USGS (1979, Conservation Div.) classification of the 
area as having knewn (hi^) value and prospective (moderate) value 
for these resources. 

The entire southeastern part of the WSA was classified by the 1980 
BIM GE^ report as having lew potential for the occurrence of sand, 
gravel, clay, cinder, pumice and crushed rock sources. The GE^ file 
documented geologic data that shews volcanic rock types often 
associated with deposits of these cemmodities occurring in this part 
of the WSA. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability E^ecommendation Which Should Be Considered in 
the Final Decision; In 1983-84, the U.S. Bureau of Mines (BCM) and 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) conducted independent mineral surveys 
of the portion of the WSA recommended suitable for wilderness 
designation. Results of the BCM study (Mineral Land Assessment MLA 
104-83) were incorporated into a cembined USGS/BOM report (Open- 
File Import 84-754) published by USGS in 1894. The following is a 
summary of the combined report. 

There is no recorded mineral production from the mineral inventory 
study area and the only evidence of mineral developnent consists of 
inactive workings in one small area near the northern border of the 
WSA. This area, known as the Cliff Spring prospect, was classified 
as having a low potential for the occurrence of gold and silver. An 
area in the central part of the mineral inventory study area was 
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classified as having lew potential for the occurrence of cepper, 
iToliiDdenum, gold and silver. A larger area in the central part of 
the mineral inventory study area was cilso classified as having a lew 
potential for the occurrence of silver. Two small areas on the 
extreme western edge of the study area were classified as having a 
lew potential for the occurrence of tungsten, molybdenum, gold, 
silver and cc^per. 

The uses ccxiibined report stated that the area contains substantial 
amounts of sand and gravel. The USGS r^ert also stated that no 
evidence of geothermal resources or fossil fuels were found in the 
mineral inventory study area. The USGS combined report supports and 
upgrades the mineral potential of the recommended-suitable portion 
of the WSA as classified by the 1980 BIM GE^A study. 

In 1985, the State of California, Division of Mines and Geology 
(CMG), reviewed the USGS combined report and submitted supplemental 
data and recommendations to reclassify mineral potential areas 
identified in the USGS report. The DMG recemmended the area 
surrounding the Cliff Spring prospect be reclassified as having a 
moderate potential for the occurrence of gold and silver. The 
attached map is a conposite of the 1980 BIM GRA report, the 
USGS/B(»1 combined study and the EMG recommendations standardized in 
accordance with the BIM classification system. 

Since 1980, no plans of operation have been filed in the BIM 
Ridgecrest Resource Area for mining exploration or development. 
However, an active production eperation is ongoing at the Stockwell 
Mine, located outside the western boundary of the WSA. In 1987, the 
operator had produced 3,000 oz. of gold from new workings developed 
at the mine. 

The California Division of Mines and Geology has begun field work 
for a Mineral land Classifio:ation of the area encortpassing and 
surrounding the WSA. The results of this study are expected in 
early 1989. 

An ei^t acre sodium prospeo±ing permit application is pending in 
the northwest portion of the WSA. 

Urpatented mining claims in the VKA are summarized in the following 
table taken from BIM records dated January, 1988. 
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Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 

MINING CLAIM SUITABIE LOTSUIT. TOTAL SUITABIE imsurr. TOTAL 

Lode 0 174 174 0 3480 3480 

Placer 0 1 1 0 40 40 

Mill Site 0 5 5 0 25 25 

Total 0 180 180 0 3545 3545 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values: In the suitable area, wilderness 

values will be maintained. In the nonsuitable areas, naturalness 

will suffer localized impacts frcan mineral exploration and 

develc^snnent. These impacts will be centered in the mineralized 

portions of the area, ccatprising roomily 30% of the WSA. 

2. Impact on Mineral Exploration and Development: In the suitable 

area, this activity will be curtailed. It is not expected to be a 

significant impact as little potential currently exists and no 

claims are currently on file. In the nonsuitable area, however, 

mineral exploration and development will continue to be allowed 

subject to the regulations listed in 43 CFR 3809 regarding surface 

disturbance, as well as any additional constraints stated in the 

COCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Desert Bighorn Sheep/Habitat: The transient habitat in 

the Slate Range will suffer localized impacts from mineral 

exploration and development. Within this nonsuitable area, 

individual animals will occasionally be disturbed by human presence. 

In the suitable portion of the WSA, bi^om habitat will remain in 

its current state. 

4. Impact on Native American Collection Activities: The proposed 

action will have negligible effects on Native American collecting 

activities. In the nonsuitable area, the activities will be allowed 

to continue as normal. In the suitable area, access is currently 

constrained because of terrain. Restrictions placed on the use of 

mechanized equipment within a designated wilderness area comprise 

the only adverse inpacts to this activity. 
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F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the COCA 
Plan and EIS. Iherefore, no further discussion of this tc^ic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throcK^out all biases in the develcpivent 
of the COCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during develcpnaent 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; Specific ccanments referred to mining activity and 
access roads. These were reevaluated by field checks and are shewn 
on the current maps vhere afprepriate. 

2. Study Phase; Thirty-four letters were received on WSA 142 and 18 on 
WSA 141, vhich was cesribined with WSA 142. Of the 52 letters 
exactly half favored and half opposed wilderness designation. 

The most common concerns raised by opponents of a suitable 
reoxxnmendation for this WSA were mining potential and recreational 
opportunities. Recreationists felt that the area was exo^ellent for 
motorized vehicle use for rockhcfunding for o^idian, scheelite, 
limestone and quartz. Trailriding, hunting and o:amping were other 
desired uses. Others felt that the potential wilderness quality was 
diminished by the flat, muddy, desolate scenic quality, a micrewave 
site, active mines, nearby urban areas and the noise of military 
overfli^ts. One letter stated that the econcmies of Ballarat and 
Indian Wells depended on motorized vehicle use in the vicinity. 

Those favoring wilderness designation pointed out the hi^ so:enic 
value of areas such as the east side of the Panamint range, Goler 
Wash, and the old Crescent Mine. The adjacent administratively- 
proposed wilderness area in Death Valley National Manument was felt 
to reinforce the suitability of this WSA. The need for protection 
of wildlife and vegetation was discussed, as was the desire for 
primitive recreation and areas for ecological and geologic study. 
Some suggested deleting active mines from the wilderness area. 

Three responses to the Public Irput Workbook (3/15/79) were 
received. All favored designation of this WSA as wilderness. The 
area contains bi^om ^e^ and good bighorn habitat in the eastern 
part (Panamint Mountains). The National Park Service agreed that 
the area is ccmpatible with administratively-endorsed wilderness in 
Death Valley National Monument. 
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3. Draft Plan Alternatives; A variety of public coniments not specific 
to WSA 142 were received in response to the Draft Desert Plan 
Alternatives. For exaitple, one indicated conplete agreement with 
the Protection Alternative, another agreed with the Use Alternative, 
v^le a third sou^t more wilderness than in the Protection 
Alternative. Another ejqjressed the need to protect the Panamint 
Valley burros. 

The National CXitdoor Coalition (NOC), a coalition of mining, 
rockhounding and off-hi^way vd^cle grxx^, reccsnmended that this 
cirea be designated nonsuitable for wilderness. A large number of 
club members sent in printed coiipDns supporting this position. 
Conservation groups supported wilderness designation for the entire 
WSA. Coaonments were largely concerned with motorized vehicles - 
either the need for aocesf> for recreation or mineral exploration and 
development or the need to protect the sensitive natural values of 
the area from vehicular damage. The Board of Supervisors of Inyo 
County requested a nonsuitable (Multiple Use Class "M") designation 
for this area because of mineral resources. 

4. Proposed Plan: There were practically no specific comments on this 
particular WSA in response to the Preposed Plan. Motorized vehicle 
groups and conservation organizations maintained the same positions 
stated for the Draft Alternatives, as did the Inyo County Board of 
Supervisors. The Naval Weapons Center at China lake requested that 
the western half of the WSA be designated nonsuitable as they need 
this route into the Mojave B Range. 
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FUNERAL M3UWEMNS WTTnKRWRSS STOPy AREA fW5A) 

(CDCA-143) 

1. THE STUDY AREA - 59,573 acres 

The Funeral Mountains WSA is located in Inyo County in the north eastern 
portion of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The coraraunitY of 
Death Valley Junction is three miles to the east. The WSA includes 55,100 
acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management 
(BIM), 2,390 acres owned by the State of California and 787 acres of private 
land. There are 1,296 acres of split estate within the WSA (see Map 1 and 
Table 1). 

The western boundary of the WSA is the administratively-endorsed wilderness 
within Death Valley National Monument (DVNM). The Nevada-Califomia state 
line and an abandoned railroad grade forms the northern boundary. The 
eastern boundary deviates from the railroad grade and heads south to avoid 
historic mines and associated access roads. The Sidehill Mine itself is 
oherrystemmed. The eastern boundary continues south, generally following 
the 2200-foot contour interval. State Route 190 forms the southern 
boundary. Portions of the WSA are also within a future utility corridor 
(1990-2020) identified for the State of California in the Western Regional 
Corridor Study (1980). 

The WSA includes the eastern extension of the Funeral Mountains vhich trend 
northwest to southeast and rise very abn^ly from approximately 2,200 feet 
near Death Valley Junction to 6,703 feet at Pyramid Peak. The northern 
portion of the WSA includes the Amargosa River drainage and the broad 
alluvial fan (bajada) vhich lies between the drainage and the boundary of 
the National Monument. The vegetative composition of the area includes a 
creosote bush scrub plant assemblage of hi^ to moderate density and 
diversity. Ccanponent species include creosote, burrobush, cheesebush, spiny 
hopsage and mormon tea. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Eteaft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness Vcilues was 
included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOCMIENDATIC^ AND RATTONATF- 24,362 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

33,392 BIM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 
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Partial wilderness (approximately 42% suitable) is the reccxtimendation for 
the Funeral Mountains WSA. The BIM reconmends that 23,004 public acres be 
included in the National Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS). The other 
32,096 acres in this WSA reconmended nonsuitable are released for uses other 
than wilderness. In addition to the Federal acreage recoinmended for 
wilderness, BLM reccramends that 1,209 acres of State land and 149 acres of 
private land be acquired thou^ exchange or purchase and designated as 
wilderness. With acquisition of these inholdings, a total of 24,362 acres 
are reccramended for wilderness. ,^]pendix 1 lists cill inholdings and 
provides additional information on their acquisition. This recommendation 
will be inplemented in a manner vhich will use all practical means to avoid 
or minimize environmental impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentcilly-preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further e3q)lained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

The suitable portion illustrates wilderness character that exemplifies the 
criteria established in Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964. This 
area is characterized by abn^jt, rugged mountains and an enclosed colorful 
valley. The ofportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined types 
of recreation, as well as its naturalness, are outstanding to the point of 
far outweighing alternative uses of the suitable portion for other than 
wilderness. The adjacent administratively-endorsed wilderness in Death 
Valley National Monument will provide for continuity in management and law 
enforcement. 

Exemplary landscapes include the rugged and colorful banding of dolcmite and 
limestone rock along the southern extension of the Funeral Mountains, the 
picturesque Pyramid Peak vhich rises to nearly 7,000 feet, and the 
geologically-enclosed, colorful valley called Red Amphitheater. Man-made 
intrusions have been excluded, leaving pristine rugged canyons and craggy 
peaks. EUe to the ruggedness and ccaonplexity of the canyons and peaks, 
outstanding c^^rtunities for solitude are available. The terrain lends 
itself to unique c^portunities for primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation, including backpacking, mountain and rock climbing, day hildng 
and nature studies. Additional c^iportunities for extended desert 
backpacking e5q)eriences are afforded by the contiguous administratively- 
endorsed wilderness in the National Monument. Currently, however, the WSA 
receives very lew recreational use. Because wilderness values are so 
significant, the suitability recommendation will preclude any further 
vehicular use of approximately 6.4 miles of primitive access routes of 
travel. 

The significance of the area's wilderness values far exceed the mineral 
potential of the area. Areas of hi^ mineral potential are excluded from 
the recommended suitable portion with the exc^rtiion of less then one square 
mile that has hi^ potential for sand and gravel resources. However, over 
nine square miles of hi^ potential sand and gravel resources within the WSA 
are excluded from the recommended suitable portion. The suitable portion of 
the WSA does contain moderate potentials for bentonite (clay), zeolites, 
limestone, dolomite, silica and borates. 
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The entire WSA does not contain any unusual plants or any State or Federal 
listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. Hcwever, primarily 
within the suitable portion there is habitat for the desert bi(^om ^e^, a 
BIM sensitive species. A bi^om she^ guzzler, built and maintained by the 
California D^mtment of Fi^ and Game, is located within the central 
portion of the area reccammended for wilderness designation. 

Wilderness designation will not inpact access to traditional Native 
American collection sites near Pyramid Peak. CXrrrent access to these sites 
is via vehicle, to the base of the mountains, and then on foot. Only the 
mountains themselves are recommended for wilderness designation. 

The nonsuitable portion of both partial-wilderness recommendations does not 
compare with the scenic splendor of the suitable area. The broad bajada in 
the northern portion of the WSA is dwarfed by the mountains within the 
National Monument. The southern bajada was excluded primarily because of 
hi^ potentials for sand and gravel. The California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) has requested to use these vast reserves to 
resurface and maintain the road system in the National Monument. Current 
policy within the Monument requires them to c±)tain such aggregate from 
outside the Monument boundaries. Such a request for an aggregate site 
within the WSA was recently denied due to the potential for wilderness 
impairment. The eastern portion of the WSA not recommended for wilderness 
is also lacking in scenic Vcilue. Land uses in the nonsuitable portion of 
the WSA will be controlled by a combination of lew and moderate intensity, 
multiple use management guidelines as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 55,100 
Split Estate (BLM surface only) 1,296 

Inholdings 
State 2,390 
Private 787 

Total 59,573 

Within the Iteccatimended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BLM (within WSA) 23,004 
BLM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA)^ 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA)^ 0 

Total BLM Land Reccmmended for Wilderness 23,004 

Inholdings^ 
State 1,209 
Private 149 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 32,096 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 1,296 

Total BIM Land Not Recatimended for Wilderness 33,392 

^ i^pendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate tracts included within the study. For purposes of this r^xart, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). Lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this r^xart by 
the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. OUTliKlA CPNSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING TOE WIIDERNESS REOCMffiNDATIC»JS 

* A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: Ihe entire suitable portion is largely undisturbed by 
man and affected primarily by the forces of nature. The only 
exo^stion is a desert bi^om she^ guzzler located in an isolated 
canyon. Ihe guzzler is camouflaged and only visible within the 
immediate area. 

For the most part, the nonsuitable portions are also void of man¬ 
made intrusions. Ihe southern bajada does however, contain a borrow 
pit previously used by Cciltrans as an aggregate site for hi^way 
maintenance and r^jair. 

2. Solitude; Ihe suitable portion of the Funeral Mountains WSA offers 
outstandii^ opportunities for visitors to experience solitude. 
Narrw, winding canyons and large, rugged peaks and ridges instill 
feelings of solitude and isolation. 

Ihe nonsuitable portion largely consists of bajadas. On these 
bajadas, c^portunities for solitude ar^ limited by lack of 
v^etative screening and uniform topogra^^y. In addition, adjacent 
mining scars and access roads are more readily visible frxmi within 
the nonsuitable portion. 

Ihis WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli<^t corridors. Ihe visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic tenporary effects on solitude 
vhich are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the nation. 

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Ihe entire WSA allows for 
freedom of unconfined movement and provides good opportunities for 
primitive recreation. Ihe adjacent administratively-endorsed 
wilderness in Death Valley National Monument and the uncxjnfined 
oharaorter of the landscape further enhance these opportunities. 

4- Special Features; Ihe suitable portion of the WSA contains a 
significant portion of the colorful Red AmpAiitheater valley. Ihe 
balance of the amphitheater is within the administratively-endorsed 
wilderness in Death Valley National Monument. 

IV^ramid Peak is a traditional colleotion area for Native Americans. 

Ihe recommended suitable portion of the WSA contains desert bi(^om 
she^ habitat. Ihe herd that utilizes this area as a portion of its 
range is estimated to contain 60 individuals. Ihe purpose of the 
guzzler installed by the California Department of Fish and Game is 
to expand the range of the herd by providing an additional water 
source. 

6 



Ihe nonsuitable portion of the WSA is within the Oiidago Valley Wild 
Horse and Burro Herd Management Area. Ihere are less than 20 wild 
horses utilizing the management area. Burros are known only to be 
transient users, primarily residing within the National Monument. 
Acxx>rding to a management plan signed in 1984, no specific 
management actions are planned. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This WSA contains 56,396 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bu^ ecosystem. Ihe suitable portion of 
the Funeral Mountains WSA is considered to be an exquisite 
r^resentation of desert wilderness c^portunities and values. 
Significant features include the precipitous and vibrant dolanite 
and limestone cliffs along the southern extension of the Funeral 
Mountains, the complex maze of canyons, and the colorful and 
geologically unusual Red Amphitheater valley. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
Domain/Province/FNV 

NWPS Areas 
areas acres 

Other BLM Studies 
areas acres 

NATTOIWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,212,809 

CAUPORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,599,005 

2. Expanding the ocoortunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a dav*s driving time (five hours) of manor population 
centers: The WSA is within a five-hour drive of two major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 
of the pc^xilation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Peculation 
Centers 
California 

NWPS areas 
areas aerres 

Other BIM Studies 
areas acres 

Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas; Ihe WSA 
is within 50 air miles of nine BIM WSAs recojtimended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is John Muir 
Wilderness, administered by the Inyo National Forest, 80 miles west 
of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

The recoammended suitable portion of the Funeral Mountains WSA is 
manageable as wilderness with no identified coarplications. Areas of 
hi^ mine^ potential have been excluded and only 140 acres of the 
entire suitable portion is encumbered with mining claims. There are no 
current plans of operation for any mineral ejcloration or development 
and therefore the likelihood of any valid existing ri^ts is considered 
small. 

Existing recreational and vehicle use is virtually nonexistent. 
Maintaining the integrity of the boundaries will require minimal effort 
because of the adjacent administratively-endorsed wilderness in Death 
Valley National Monument. Once the area is officially designated 
wilderness, an administrative determination will be made to provide for 
maintenance of the bi^om sheep guzzler. 

Acquisition and designation of the State and private inholdings is 
important for management of the area as a unit. This will assure: 
1) continuity of management philosophy and 2) protection of the area's 
naturalness and important wilderness epportunities such as primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation and solitude. 

The nonsuitable portion of the WSA would be difficult to manage as 
wilderness due to the vast reserves of mineral material vhich Caltrans 
needs to use to resurface roads within Death Valley National Monument. 
The entire southern bajada is rich in sand and gravel reserves; 
conpetetive interests will increase as reserves in urban southern 
California become increasingly inaccessible. 
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D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Krom at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recoanmendation; The Funeral Mountains WSA (CDCA-143) is 
located in the BIM Pyramid Peak Geology-Energy-^tLnerals (G-E-M) 
Resource Area (GRA). BIM G-E^ data in the wilderness portion of 
the Desert plan EIS (Volume B, i^Dpendix III) indicated in 1980 that 
the northeastern tip of the WSA contained the Sidehill bentonite 
d^xDsit, a former producer from Tertiary-age sediments. These 
sediments were kncwn to contain another bentonite d^x5sit about two 
miles west of Sidehill, also within the WSA. Tertiary-age sediments 
throu^out the area (mostly within the northern part of the WSA) 
were assessed as having "excellent" potenticil for bentonite. The 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) had, in 1978, classified the alluvicil 
areas of the WSA as prospectively valuable for sodium, and oil and 
gas, and the alluvial areas in the northern and eastern part of the 
WSA as a Potential Geothermal Resource Area (PGRA). 

The BIM GRA file classified the WSA as having low to unknown 
potential for the occurrence of metallic mineral resources. A small 
area next to the Sidehill Mine was classified as having high 
potenticil for the occurrence of bentonite (clay) vhere the deposit 
was known to occur. About two square miles in the northern part of 
the WSA were classified as having moderate potential for the 
occurrence of bentonite based on known occurrences of bentonitic 
d^xDsits in Tertiary sediments. A four-mile strip along the 
northeastern side of the WSA was classified as having moderate 
potential for the occurrence of hectorite clay and mineral vhiting 
(ccilcium carbonate) based on favorable geology (Quatemary-age 
illuvium) near an active mine for these minerals near Franklin Well. 
A small area in the southeast part of the WSA was classified as 
having moderate potential for tufa (a variety of calcium carbonate) 
based on a known deposit. The GE^ file rated the potential for the 
occurrence of sodium as moderate. This classification is used vhere 
there are known occurrences of sodium nearby. Since the nearest 
known occurrences of sodium are at Alkali Flat (Subeconomic 

^ showings) six miles away,the potential for the occurrence of sodium 
is actually low within the WSA. The moderate potential rating for 
the occurrence of geothermal resources in the northern and eastern 
part of the WSA was based on the PGRA being favorable for plant 
siting. The BIM GRA file indicated the potential for the 
occurrence of oil and gas as moderate based on the prospectively 
valuable classification by USGS in 1978, based on inference that the 
overthrust belt extended into the area. The GRA classified an area 
surrounding an idle gravel pit in the southern part of the WSA as 
having moderate potential for occurrence of sand and gravel. 

The moderate classification for oil and gas identified in the 1980 
GRA was used \here the area has not been classified by USGS. Since 
the cilluvicil areas were classified (prospectively Vciluable) and are 
outside of the overthrust belt, the potential for occurrence is con¬ 
sidered lew. 
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2. gummarv of Sigmf leant Nev/ Minercil Resource Data Col 1 Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recxarimendation Which Should be Consider^ in 
the Final Reoonimerdation; USGS and the U.S. Bureau of Mines (BCM) 
cxaiducted a mineral survey of the portion of the WSA reoanmended 
suitable for wilderness designation during the period 1981 to 1983. 
Ihe results of the survey were published in Bulletin 1709-A in 1984. 
The USGS and BCM identified a mederate potenticil zone for the 
oocurrenoe of large borate d^xDsits in the southwestern part of the 
suitable portion of the WSA. Ihis mineral ooairrenoe was not 
identified in the 1980 GRA. Low potential was indicated for the 
presence of geothermal resources, a reduction from the 1980 GRA 
moderate potential. 

New data was also provided in 1986 in the California Division of 
Mines C^jen File Ri^rt (OFR) 86-10 SAC, Mineral land Classification 
of the Ash Meadows... Quadrangles. 1986, vAiich indicates that the 
Sidehill mine is an active rather than past producer of bentonite 
(cherrysteramed out of the WSA). Ihe GEMS report ^ows a large 
moderate potenticil zone for the oocurrenoe of bentonite (clay) and 
zeolites in the northern part of the WSA, talcing in a larger area 
than vhat BUM had classified as moderate potential for the 
exxurrenoe of clay in the 1980 GRA. The CEMG report also shows 
moderate potential zones for limestone, dolomite and silica in the 
central, southwestern and southeastern parts of the WSA. After 
1980, the status of a BIM mineral material free-use permit for Scind 
and gravel to the California D^jartment of Transportation (Caltrans) 
in the WSA changed from inactive to active. Field visits to the 
area with Caltrans revealed that the potential for the occurrence of 
sand and gravel resources is hi^ rather than moderate as identified 
in the 1980 GRA in both the alluvicil fan and stream wash (i:pper 
Funeral Creek) deposits at the southern end of the WSA. Changes 
from the 1980 GRA exxurrenoe classifications USGS/BCM and the 
CCMG have been adc^jted by the BIM and are shown on Map 2. 

Urpatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 
table taken from BIM mineral records dated December, 1987. These 
claims are Icxated principally in the suitable and nonsuitable 
portions of the south and southeast portions of the WSA. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 

MINING CIAIM SUITARTE NOTSUIT. TOTAL SUTTABIf; NC^ISUIT. TOTAL 
Lode 3 15 18 60 300 360 
Placer 2 2 4 80 80 160 
Mill Site 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 5 17 22 140 380 520 
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E. Summary of Environmentcd Oonsecaienoes of the Prcoosed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Existing hi^ quality wilderness 
values will be maintained in the ^proximately 42% of the WSA that 
is reocramended suitable. Access to and develc^xnent of any valid, 
existing mineral ri^ts will, however, adversely iirpact wilderness 
values on a loccilized basis. 

In the nonsuitable portion, naturalness, opportunities for 
solitude, and opportunities for primitive and lonconfined recreation 
will decline, especicdly on the southern bajada. Caltrans would 
like to develop the sand and gravel resources as soon as px3ssible. 
In the other nonsuitable portions, exploration and development of 
locatable minerals and a small increase in CH7 use will also cause a 
long-term decline in wilderness values. 

2. Impact on locatable Minerals; Moderate px)tentials for six 
different minerals cover virtually the entire suitable portion of 
the WSA. Ejploration and development of these minerals will be 
virtually impoDssible after wilderness designation. However, mining 
claims eno:umber only 140 acres of the suitable portion. Development 
of any valid, existing ri^ts will be allowed to ox)ntinue based upon 
regulations and the guidelines outlined in the OXA Plan. 

3. Impao± on Leasable Minerals; OppxDrtunities for development of the 
known sand and gravel resoxiroes on the southern bajada in the 
nonsuitable portion will oxjntinue to be available. Caltrans is 
expec±jed to develop these resoxirces in the short-term for road 
resurfacing and maintenano^e of the road network in the adj accent 
DVNM. 

4. Death Valiev Nationcil Monument; Adjac:ent values in DVNM will be 
complimented by designation of the recommended suitable portion of 
the WSA as wilderness. 

5. Impact on Future Utility Corridor Development; Ihe WSA is within a 
future utility corridor (1990-2020) as identified in the Western 
Regional Corridor Study (1980) for the State of California. Ihe 
corridor itself is locat^ just east of the reconmnended-suitable 
area. A planned ocxnmunications site is, however, within the 
suitable boundary. The site could be moved to other nearby 
mountain peaks. This corridor was not identified or designated 
during the development of the CDCA Plan. Depiending ipon the 
juxtapxDsition of the WSAs ultimately designated wilderness within 
the CDCA, there may or may or not be constraints to future corridor 
develcpment. 

6. Impact on Desert Bichom Sheet Habitat; Virtually all of the she^ 
habitat in the WSA is contained within the portion recommended for 
wilderness. Ihe habitat will, therefore, receive p)ermanent 
protection from activities that alter the natural environment. 
However, development of any valid, existing mineral rights will. 
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bas^ upon the magnitude of disturbances, reduce the quality of the 
habitat. Opportunities for develcpment and maintenance of 
additioi^ water sources for sheep will be provided for, but may be 
constrained by vehicle use and equipment restrictions. 

■7- Impact on Native American Concerns; Wilderness designation of the 
si^table portion will not impact use of traditional collection 
sites. Currently, due to the precipitous terrain, access is on 
foot. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the COCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this tcpic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of W5A - Specific Public Comments 

Public ocmments were solicited throu^out all phases in the development 
of the COCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Fhase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

i* Inventory Fl>ase; One comment discussed areas that did not contain 
wilderness values, pointing out agricultural develcpment, dwellings 
and other iirprints of man. This portion of the area was not 
considered for further study. Ail other comments supported the 
findings regarding natural conditions and primitive recreation 
qfportunities. 

2. Stu(^ Phase: Of 14 comments received on this WSA, nine supported 
d^ignating the area as wilderness. The area's scenic quality, 
bi^om sheep, and contiguity to Death Valley National Monument were 
qualities repeatedly listed as enhancing the area's wilderness 
potential. Two letters discussed the area's primitive recreational 
potential: climbing, hiking, fAiotography and nature study. 

Two boundary alternations were suggested: 1) consolidate this area 
with Death Valley National Ifonument, and 2) extend the eastern 
boundary to State Route 127. 

The letters opting wilderness designation listed si^ts and sounds 
of hi^ways, milling eperations and mines. One letter was 
concerned about rx>ad access for mining. 
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Four responses were received to the public input workbook 
(3/15/79). Ihey suggested moving the southern boundary away from 
State Route 190. Ihey also noted that the area is a major access 
route from western Nevada to southern California, and therefore 
would be difficult to manage as wilderness. One letter suggests 
excluding fan and bajada areas from wilderness consideration. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; No public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was one of those exposed by the National CXitdoor Coalition, 
a coalition of mining, rockhounding and off-road vdiicle grxxps. A 
large number of club members sent in printed coupons supporting this 
position. Conservation groups recommended wilderness designation 
for this WSA. Comments were largely concerned with motorized 
vehicle activity, either the need for it or possible damage it could 
impart. The County of Inyo favored wilderness designation of the 
area shown as Class C in the Balanced Alternative, with small 
revisions in the northern boundary to eliminate two mining areas. 

4. Proposed Plan; There were practically no specific comments in this 
particular WSA in response to the Preposed Plan. Motorized vehicle 
groi^ and the conservation organizations maintained the same 
positions stated for the Draft Plan Alternatives, as did the Inyo 
County Board of Supervisors. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

FUNERAL MOUNTAINS WSA (CDCA-143) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LEGAL 

PARCEL 

No. 

DESCRIPTION 

TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

SURFACE 

ESTATE 

SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

LAND 

COSTS 

($1000) 

PROCESSING 

COSTS 

($1000) 

1 26N. 3E. 16 SBM 560 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

2 26N. 3E. 16 SBM 80 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 8.0 2.5 

3 26N. 3E. 17 SBM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 4.0 2.5 

4 26N. 3E. 20 SBM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 4.0 2.5 

5 26N. 3E. 21 SBM 80 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 8.0 2.5 

6 26N. 4E. 16 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

I 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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RESTING SPRING RANGE WITITOJESS gTOEY AREA fWEA) 

(CDCA-145) 

1. 1HE STUDY AREA. - 107,505 acres 

The Resting Spring Range WSA is located in Inyo County within the 
northeastern portion of the Ccilifomia Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). 
The ccramunity of Death Valley Junction borders the northwestern edge of the 
V3SA and the ccmranunity of Shoshone is three miles south of the area. Ihe WSA 
includes 100,960 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau 
of Land Management (BIM) and 6,373 acres cwned by the State of Ccilifomia 
and 172 acres of private land (see M^ 1 and Table 1). 

Hie WSA is bounded to the northeast by the Califomia-Nevada stateline, to 
the north by a dry sand wa;^, and to the northwest by a dirt road. The 
western border is the Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad grade and State Route 
127. The southern boundary meanders throu^ the Resting Spring Range, 
avoiding mines, roads and other surface disturbances related to mining 
exploration and develc^jinent. State Route 178 forms the eastern boundary 
except vhere it deviates to follow the old hi^way. The realignment of this 
hi^way, coirpleted prior to 1978, is reflected on Map 1. However, this 
realignment was not reflected on the original tcpographic maps used in 
delineating the boundary during the WSA inventory process. There was never 
any intention for portions of the WSA to extend east across the paved 
hi^way. 

The WSA includes much of the Amargosa River Valley, the Resting Spring 
Range and Eagle Mountain, a small mountain unit that rises steeply from the 
surrounding, flat terrain. Elevations range from 1,700 to 5,264 feet. The 
WSA includes afproximately 50% mountains, 20% alluvial fans, 13% dissected 
fans, 10% playas, 5% hi^ily dissected fans and 2% riverwashes. Eagle 
^fountain juts abn^^tly from the surrounding Amargosa River Valley, standing 
in sharp topographic contrast to the surrounding area, with colorful bands 
of strata as a dominating feature. The Amargosa Valley comprises an 
alluvial plain that slqpes downward to a dry lake bed just north of Eagle 
^fountain. The valley is sparsely vegetated with creosote and lew desert 
shrubs and bounded on the west by the Amargosa River. The Resting Spring 
Range varies in tqpograjAiy from smooth, low-rolling hills to extremely 
coarse, rugged rock formations with jagged peaks and deep canyons. In some 
locations, the rocks display a variety of colors ranging from subdued browns 
and tans to more intense pinks, reds, greens and black. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were anailyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in ^pendix III of the Final EIS. 
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2. REOCMIENDATION AND RATICmiE 0 

100,960 

acres reccxnmended for 

wilderness 

HLM acres recoinmended 

for nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recconendation for the Resting Spring Range V^. This 

nonsuitable recanmiendation is the result of a 1982 Amendment to the CDCA 

Plan v^ch changed the 59% particil-wildemess suitability recommendation for 

the WSA contained in the 1980 CDCA Plan. The entire acreage in this WSA is 

released for uses other than wilderness. This recommendation will be 

implemented in a manner vhich will use cill practical means to avoid or 

minimize environmental impacts. Future activities in the area will be 

controlled by a combination of lew and moderate intensity, management as 

prescribed in the CDCA Plan. The balanced alternative is the 

environmentally preferable alternative, as outlined in the CDCA Plan and 

further ejqjlained in the California Wilderness Study Overview. 

The known and potential mineral and energy values within the Resting Spring 

Range WSA far exceed the value of the area as wilderness. Designation of 

the area as wilderness would not contribute any additional unique or 

distinct features to the National Wilderness Preservation System. Other 

WSAs in the California Desert that are recommended suitable offer a much 

more extensive and diverse r^resentation of desert wilderness values. 

The Resting Spring Range WSA has long been recognized for its mineral and 

energy resources. It was the Inyo County Board of Sijpervisors that 

requested, in a 1982 Amendment to the CDCA Plan, that the suitability 

recommendation of the WSA be changed to nonsuitable because of the mineral 

wealth of the WSA. Over 7,100 acres of the WSA are encumbered by 238 mining 

claims. There is currently very intense activity and exploration for 

borates in the WSA. Given the past history of the area, the likelihood for 

a major discovery is considered hi^. 

Virtually the entire WSA has recognized mineral potential. Portions of the 

WSA have hi<^ potentials for the occurrence of sand and gravel, building 

stone, zeolites, lead, silver, zinc, gold and borates. Other portions have 

moderate potentials for zeolites, clays, lead, zinc, uranium, sodium, 

building stone, dolomite, silicates, gold and geothermal resources. 

The wildlife and vegetative resources within the area are typical of the 

surrounding desert. The area contains no unusual plants or State or 

Federally listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. However, 

the bracki^ water assemblage located in the northern portion of the WSA is 

designated as an Unusual Plant Assemblage by the California Desert Plan. 

The WSA contains transient desert bi^om she^ habitat and three raptor 

eyries. 

Portions of the WSA are within the Chicago Valley Wild Horse and Burro 

Management Area. The WSA also contains areas of known cultural resource 

sensitivity and historic Native American collection sites. 
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Ihe non-minercLL resources in the WSA can be managed and maintained under 
nonwildemess and a ccmbination of lav and moderate intensity, multiple use 
management guidelines as prescaribed in the CDCA Plan. Development of the 
mineral wecilth of the area will be possible, but with strict environmental 
stipulations to protect sensitive desert resources. There are approximately 
29 miles of rcxites of travel including primitive ways, washes and other 
unmaintained routes of access vhich will remain available for vdiicular use. 

TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 100,960 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 6,373 
Private 172 

Total 107,505 

Within the Reccanmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Totcil BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 0 

Ihholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 100,960 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 100,960 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVEDDPING THE WILDERNESS IM3C^1MENDA.Tia^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; Ihe WSA is characterized by rugged mountains, 
intimate enclosed Vcilleys, and vast, cpen bajadas that are 
essentially void of human intrusions. Hcwever, scattered 
throui^out the area are surface disturbances v^ch adversely affect 
the naturalness of the WSA. Ihere are 29 miles of existing routes 
of travel within the area. Ihe "Old Traction Road," originally 
built to haul borax from Death Valley, crisscrosses the area twice. 
Numerous mines and associated surface disturbances and access routes 
clLso impact naturalness of the area. The California D^)artment of 
Transportation is dependent i^on several sand and gravel sites along 
the Amargosa River drainage, just within the boundary of the WSA, 
for maintenance of the State Hi^iway network, i^roximately 12 
miles of bladed roads were constructed in trespass in 1982 near 
Eagle Mountain. Althou^ the process of reclaiming these roads has 
begun, the residual visual impacts will remain for years due to the 
extent of the original disturbance. 

2. Solitude; Otportunities for solitude are excellent. The rugged 
mountains, intimate canyons, and vast bajadas cillcw visitors the 
feeling of being in an uncharted frontier. On the bajadas, a lack 
of vegetative screening and topographic diversity would re^oe 
c^portunities. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and flight corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
pr^)aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; The rugged mountains and 
intimate canyons lend themselves to outstanding cpportunities 
including backpacking, peak climbing, day hiking, and nature study. 
A published guidebook describes peak clit±>ing (pportunities on 
Stewart Peak and Eagle Mcxintain within the WSA. However, the 29 
miles of existing routes of travel do have a limiting effect. 

4. Special Features; The Brackish Water Unusual Plant Assemblage is 
located in the northern portion of the WSA. This assemblage 
associated with salt or brackish water marshes was designated to 
recognize its rarity in the California Desert. The Resting Spring . 
Range contains transient desert bi^om she^ habitat. Otherwise 
the landforms, ecological diversity and geological features are not 
unique, they are typical of features common throu^out the 
surrounding deserts and mountains. 
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B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessincf the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented by ecajsvstems: This WSA contains 100,960 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. The Resting Spring Range 
WSA would not increase the diversity of the types of ecosystems 
r^resented in the National Wilderness Preservation System. This 
ecosystem is r^resented by many other suitable WSAs within the 
Mojave Desert portion of the California Desert. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Ruchler 
Classification 
Domain/Prcfvince/FNV 

NWPS Areas 
areas acres 

Other BIM Studies 
areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,166,949 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,553,145 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a dav*s driving time (five hours) of manor population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of three major 
pop^ation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
pofxilation centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pc^xilation Centers 

Peculation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of ten BIM WSAs recxaranended for wilderness 
designation, two of vhich are located within the State of Nevada. 
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Ihe closest designated wilderness area is Golden Trout Wilderness, 
administered by Inyo Naticaicil Forest, 85 miles west of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

Ihe Resting Spring Range WSA is manageable as wilderness. Hcjwever, 
several significant issues have a hi^ potenticil to complicate 
manageability of the area for wilderness. 

The WSA and surrounding area have a long and intense history of energy 
and mineral ej^loration and development. Ihe area contains well-known 
and recognized energy and mineral values. Full-scale develc^]ment of any 
of the 238 mining claims has a hi^ potential to inpact wilderness 
values in significant portions of the WSA. Access requirements for such 
development would result in similar impacts. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Vcilues 

1. Summary of Information at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recommendation; Ihe Resting Spring Range WSA is located 
in the ELM Resting Spring Range and lyramid Peak Geology-Energy- 
Minerals (G-E-M) Resource Areas (GRA). BIM data in the wilderness 
section of the Etesert Plan EIS (Volume B, i^pendix III) in 1980 
indicated that the WSA contained known occurrences of lead, silver, 
zinc, gold, borates, lithium and zeolites and that there was 
potential for sodium, oil and gas, and geothermal energy. An active 
sand and gravel pit (CcilTrans material site) on the western edge of 
the WSA was known to be intermittently active since 1959. 

Ihere were two mineral d^xDsits within the WSA with mining 
occurring just outside of the WSA. West of Shadow Mountain, at the 
north end of the Resting Spring Range, clinoptilolite was being 
removed from claims inside and outside the WSA. Ihe d^xDsit was 
estimated to contain over $1 billion worth of zeolites in 1980. Ihe 
other ac±ive d^)osit was the Gerstley borate mine. Ihe mine site 
was barely excluded from the southern end of the WSA, althou^ much 
of the d^xDsit is included. 

Ihe Baxter Mine in the central Resting Spring Range produced lead, 
silver, zinc, and gold from 1915 to 1927. Smelter recovery is 
r^x)rt^ to have been 13.6 percent lead, 1.31 percent zinc, 10.3 
ounces per ton of silver and 0.068 ounces per ton of gold. Ihe Red 
Wing d^xosit, north of the Gerstley mine, is another r^lacement 
lead-zinc bo^ in dolomite. Lead-zinc-silver d^xosits in 
Precambrian and Pcileozoic dolomites in both the Resting Spring and 
Nopah Ranges indicated a favorable geologic environment for such 
mineralization. Ihis environment is present in the mountainous part 
of this WSA. 
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potential was assessed for sodium in all basinal parts of the 
WSA, aocx)rding to classification by the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS). The uses had identified a Potential Geothermal Resource 
Area (PGRA) in the southern part of the WSA. 

The USGS classified the western and northern portions of the WSA as 
prospectively valuable for oil and gas. The EIS recognized 
pot^tial for limestone and silica, based on )<Ticwn occurrences and 
environments in the Nepah Range. The Resting Spring Range had not 
b^ e^^lored for these commodities. There was also potential for 
lithium. Ecoronic studies by BIM indicated an estimated $52 million 
worth of lithium in the brines of Alkali Flat at the north end of 
the \JSh, S^iolite, a clay mineral used in hi^i—terrperature 
drilling, was known to occur in three sections at the northern end 
of the WSA. There were over 130 uipatented mining claims on record 
with the BIM within this WSA in 1980. 

The Resting Spring Range GRA r^rt classified an area in the 
southern part of the WSA as having hi^ potential for the occurrence 
of lead, silver, zinc and gold based on past production of these 
coramexiities from the Baxter mine. 

The GRA report classified two small areas as having moderate 
potential for the occurrence of lead based on an ocx;urrenoe at the 
Red Wing and Hi^ Chicago mines in the southern part of the WSA. 
About ei^t square miles near the center of WSA 145 were classified 
as having moderate potential for the occurrence of cc^jper on 
an occurrence in Precainbrian marine rocks. 

The GRA classified a small area at the southern tip of the WSA as 
having moderate potential for the occurrence of gold based on a low 
grade prospect known as Rainbow vhere a series of 15- to 
25-foot-wide auriferous quartz veins reportedly occur in andesite. 
The GRA r^xDrt indicated that a small area at the southern end of 
^e WSA high potenti^ for the occurrence of borates based i:^n 
its proximity to the active Gerstley Mine and deposits owned by U.S. 
Borax and American Borate Co. (The undeveloped extension of the 
Gerstley II deposit, just south of the WSA contains 1,224,070 tons 
of borate reserves and resources). An area was identified in the 

at the southern ei^ of the WSA as having moderate potential for 
the oocunrence of radioactive minerals based on coincident uranium 

thorium anomalies in the alluvium and volcanic rocks. The GRA 
file shows two areas having moderate potential for the occurrence of 
sodium compounds vhich were classified by the USGS in 1978 as 
prospectively valuable. One of these is along the southeastern 
portion of the WSA; the other is a larger area along the western and 
northern portions of the WSA. The sodium-calcium borate, ulexite, 
has been produced from the Gerstley Mine near the southern end of 
the WSA; and a sodium borate was produced from a spring nine miles 
to the south. 
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Hie GRA file shows the southernmost tip of the WSA as having hi(^ 
potential for the ocxnjrrence of geothermal resources based on the 
1978 uses classification (potential geothermal resource area). Hie 
Resting Spring GRA file shews three areas having hi^ potential for 
the occurrence of sand and gravel resources v^ere CalTrans has 
material sites: One site is near the eastern tip of the WSA along 
Hi^iway 178, another site is on the southeastern edge of the VJSA; 
and on the western edge along Midway 127 (Evelyn site). Hie GRA 
file data clLso shews a moderate potential zone for the occurrence of 
sand and gravel resources along a large cilluvial fan d^xisit in the 
western part of the WSA. 

Hie Pyramid Peak GE^ r^x>rt, vMch covers the northwest part of the 
WSA, including Eagle Mountain and Alkali Flat, stated that little is 
known about the potential for the occurrence of metallic minerals in 
this area. Hie r^xDrt and files indicate an area having hi^ 
potential for the occurrence of zeolites at the northern end of the 
WSA based on a known deposit extending into the WSA. Anaconda 
Cc^per Ccanpany was actively mining the deposit less than one-half of 
a mile from the WSA in 1980. Anaconda estimated that the Ash 
Meadews deposit contained at least 20 million tons of the zeolite 
clincptilolite. BIM estimates made on incomplete drill data in 
1980, identified three million tons of clincptilolite reserves and 
nine million tons of resources with a value of $1.2 billion. 
However, the GRA report did not indicate \tot percentage of this is 
in the WSA. About two square miles in this same general area were 
identified as having moderate potential for the occurrence of 
s^iolite clay based on a known occurrence. In 1978, a USGS 
drillhole in Alkali Flat detected up to 810 parts per million (fpm) 
lithium in clay, indicating that hectorite clay beds may exist 
there. Hie Pyramid Peak GRA file classified the northern part of 
the WSA as having moderate potential for the occurrence of sodium 
based on the 1978 USGS classification (prospectively valuable). 
Althou^ the GRA report did not identify any known occurrences of 
sodium, the potential for sodium minerals on Alkali Flat can be 
sipported by remnants of evaporation ponds, a number of sodium 
prospecting permits issued in 1948-1960 and applications filed with 
the USGS in the 1970s. 

Hie GRA classified this same general area as having moderate 
potential for the occurrence of oil and gas based on the 1978 USGS 
classification (prospectively valuable) and proximity to the 
overthrust belt. Hie GRA file shews the northern part of the WSA as 
having high potential for the occurrence of geothermal resources 
based on the 1978 USGS classification (PGRA), althou^ there were no 
known geothermal resources within the Pyramid Peak GRA. 

Althou^ an ei^t-square mile area near the center of the WSA may 
contain undiscovered copper resources, the single copper occurrence 
identified in the GRA file would only support a "lew potential” 
rating for this large area under the BIM classification. 
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The 1980 Desert Plan (Map 15) shews the northern part of the WSA 
classified as having a moderate potential for oil and gas outside of 
the overthrust belt. Under the BIM classification system, the 
potential for oil and gas there is actually "lew.” 

The GSRA classification for geothermal resources in the northern part 
of the WSA shcxild be Icwered from hi^ to moderate based on a lack 
of hot springs and lack of ejq^loration interest in the seven years 
since the GRA was written. In addition, this area has rugged 
terrain and is unfavorable for plant siting. Sand and gravel in the 
Amargosa drainage between Hi^iway 127 and Eagle Mountain (northwest 
part of WSA) has hi^ potential for the occurrence of aggregate 
based on past use by CalTrans. Recent research indicates that the 
ri^t-of-way for Hi^iway 127 is restricted to the area of 
disturbance. Thus, CalTrans is dependent on sand and gravel 
d^xDsits in WSAs 145 and 147 as a source of aggregate for 
maintaining the hi^way and associated erosion control dikes. 
Rhyolite mined for decorative stone at the southern end of the WSA 
has hi^ potential for occurrence based on past production since 
1965 (and possibly earlier). Currently, mining claims are located 
on the d^xosit. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Recemmendation: In 1983 and 1984, the U.S. Bureau of 
Mines (BCM) conducted a mineral survey of the suitable portion of 
the WSA which was recommended suitable for wilderness designation. 
The results of the mineral survey were publi^ed in 1985 in open 
file r^xDrt MIA 6-85. Althou^ the BCM stucty found no active mines 
within the WSA, MIA 6-85 reported a marginally economic zeolite 
d^josit, a large (estimated at six million tons) subeconomic cc^per 
d^xDsit, and occurrences of gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, 
borates, clays and silica. The r^xjrt essentiedly substantiated 
the BIM GRA file data. 

In 1987, APG Industries, the Nation's second largest glass maker, 
built a major plant in Victorville, about 170 miles frxxn silica 
deposits in this WSA. The present silica source for AFG is near the 
Nevada border, about the same driving distance as the WSA. The 
California Division of Mines and Geology (CCMG) indicated in their 
1986 epen-file R^rt 86-10 SAC, Mineral Land Classification of the 
Ash Meadows, Big IXine, Eagle Mountain, ...Stewart Valiev 15-minute 
Quadrancfles.... that a large area covering over one-third of the WSA 
frem (north to south) has hypothetical resources of dolcmite and 
silica (quartzite) v^ch may be of ccxnmercial value for silica brick 
manufacture and/or Portland cement additive. The equivalent BIM 
classification would be "moderate potenticil" for the occurrence of 
these resources. A CCMG report shews a larger zone of zeolites 
extending to the south than identified in the 1980 GRA file. This 
would be equivalent to having mederate potential for occurrence 
under the BIM classification system. The CCMG r^xDrt shows Alkali 
Flat as having hypothetical resources of sodium and lithium based on 
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past operaticxis for the recovery of sodium minerals (1948-1960) and 
810 parts per million lithium detected by a USGS drill hole. These 
ocmmodities have moderate potential for occurrence under the BIM 
classification. The GRA file classified this area as having Ic^^^ 
potenticLL for the occurrence of lithium resources based on a 
favorable geologic environment. The CCMG classified the lower 
slc^)es on the southwest side of Eagle Mountain (northwest part of 
the WSA) as having hypothetical resources of building stone based on 
two quarry areas. Each produced somevhat less than 10,000 cubic 
ycirds in sedimentary rocks. One area produced red shale; the second 
produced a grey-to-brcwn quartzite. The area has moderate potential 
for occurrence of building stom under the BIM clcissification 
system. 

Since 1981, the west one-third of the WSA has been an exploration 
target for borates by three ocmopanies because of favorable geology 
(Furnace Creek Formation and the possibility of structural trou^is). 
Borates have been mined less than one-half of a mile to the south 
(Gerstley Mine) and four miles to the west (Lila C). According to 
CCMS, this broad area **may contain undiscovered mineral resources.” 
Under the BIM classification, the area vhich is obscured by cilluvium 
has lew potenticLL for the occurrence of borates based on a lack of 
loxwn occurrences. 

Uipatented placer and lode mining claims are concentrated in the 
north, west, and south portions of the WSA. Uipatented mining 
claims in the WSA are summarized in the following table, taken from 
BIM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

type NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUTEABIE NONSUIT. TOTAL SUITABIE NONSUIT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 110 110 N/A 2,200 2,200 
Placer N/A 122 122 N/A 4,880 4,880 
Mill Site N/A 6 6 N/A 30 30 

Total N/A 238 238 N/A 7.110 7.110 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Prqposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Noise, surface disturbance and access 
requirements for mineral and energy exploration and develcpment will 
negatively impact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. Virtually the entire WSA contains 
mineral vedues at the moderate and hi^ potential levels. The 
likelihood for major discovery is considered hi^. 

2. Impact on Minerals and Energy; Ofportunities for exploration and 
develcpment of minerals and energy will continue to be available 
subject to applicable laws, regulations and the lew and laoderate 
intensity management guidelines established in the CDCA Plan. 

11 



3- Snpact on the Unusual Plant Assemblage and Wildlife ihe 
habitet will continue to be maintained, and receive priority 
ccHTsideration over conflicting land uses, according to land ng/a 
prescriptions contained in the CDCA Plan. 

£rp^ct on Maintenance of State Hicdiways: Opportunities for full 
developient and utilization of ttie vast sand and gravel reserves 
along the State Hi^ways will continue to be available. 

-Sipact on CXiltural Resource Values and Native American Concerns: 
^e majority of ^e areas of sensitivity, in addition to applicable 
laws and regulations, are afforded the additional protection of the 
lew intensity guidelines in the CDCA Plan. Traditional access to 
Native American collection sites will continue to be available. 

on Management of Wild Horses and Burros; Opportunities will 
continue to be available for the use of mechanized equipment to 
control population numbers within the carrying capacitv of the 
Chicago Valley Herd Management Area. Y or me 

local Social and Ecoronic Considerations 

No local social or econcmic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Iherefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

Signmary of WSA - Specific Public Ccmments 

P«^lic comments were solicited throu^out all jhases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Dwentory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all cemments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; Many comments refer to potential mineral areas, 
with seme references to specific sites already being used for 
exploratory work. These were field-checked and are reflected on the 
m^ ^ere appropriate. A large number of cemments sipported the 
findings. 

2. Study Phase; Fifteen letters were received on WSA 145. Iten 
reccramended leaving -^e land epen for mineral exploration and 
develcpmmt. Tvo major mining ccaipanies were concerned about 
mintaining access to claims containing zeolite minerals, vhich are 
Mport^t as ion-exch^e agents in mar^ industrial processes, 
including water purification. Other minerals vhich may be present 
include lead, zinc, silver and gold. 
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other opponents of wilderness consideration noted the presence of 
many primitive ways leading to private lands or to former or current 
mining cperations. Views of traffic on Hi^ways 127 and 178 and 
overfli^ts of jet aircraft and accoannpanying sonic bocans were said 
to detract from wilderness potential. 

The writers of the remaining ei^t letters all felt that the area 
met the wilderness criteria. Ihe letters mentioned the area's 
si:5)erior scenic quality, its unique flora and fauna (golden eagle, 
prairie falcon, and three rare plants), its geologic and 
archaeological features and its c^portunities for solitude and 
primitive recreation. 

One response was received to the Public Irput Workbook. It 
suggested that final action should be delayed until the results of 
mineral surveys on this area were available. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives: Few comments specific to this WSA were 
received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. Two mining 
companies repeated the same information and requests to leave the 
area c^Den to mining (zeolites) that were referred to in the section 
on Inventory. In addition, this VISA was one of a group opposed by 
the National CXitdoor Coalition, a coalition of mining, rocOdiounding 
and off-road vehicle grot^xs. This coalition recommended that the 
area be designated Class M (medium use), as recommended in the No 
Action Alternative. A large number of club members sent in printed 
coL^ons sqpporting this position. Conservation organizations and 
their sufporters wrote many letters recommending wilderness 
consideration for all WSAs within the CDCA. The County of Inyo's 
Board of Si:pervisors ojposed wilderness for this area, on the basis 
that BIM did not consider the mineral resources. 

4. Proposed Plan: Public comments were very similar to those for the 
Draft Plan Alternatives. Motorized vehicle organizations and 
conservation grot^Ds maintained the same positions, as did the mining 
ccxipanies. The Inyo County Board of Si^^ervisors again opposed 
wilderness consideration for this WSA because of a perceived lack of 
consideration of mineral resources. 

5. 1982 Plan Amendments; In the 1982 Amendment Process, the Board of 
Sijpervisors of the County of Inyo proposed ohanging the 
recommendation on portions of this WSA from suitable to 
nonsuitable, due to the high mineral potential. These deletions 
would have rendered management of the remaining area as suitable to 
be impractical, so the area to be reclassified was changed to 
include the entire WSA. The 20 square miles near Baxter Mine would 
be changed to Class M, and the remainder of the unit would be Class 
L. (The portions of the WSA vhich had been recommended as non- 
suit^le by the CDCA Plan in 1980 retained their original 
classification). 
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IWo hundred and sixteen canments were received on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement on this prcposal. Ei^t favored and 
210 opposed the change in wilderness recommendation. Only seven 
comments were received on the Final EIS - one in favor and six 
opposed the amendment. Opponents noted that increased mining 
activities would threaten wildlife and plant species. These include 
the desert bi^om she^, prairie falcons, golden eagles and three 
rare plants. They cited the archaeological values and outstanding 
wilderness qualities of the WSA. The also observed that mineral 
studies had not been completed on the area and that if the area is 
recommended as nonsuitable, the studies wouldn't be done. They 
recommended postponing consideration until mineral studies have been 
oonpleted. 

Pn^xDnents of the amendment stressed the need for mineral 
exploration and development in this hi^ potential area. 
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GREEMWMH? RftNGE WTTnRRNRSS STOOT AREA fWSA) 

((DCA-147) 

1. THE STUDY AREA. - 153,295 acres 

The Greenwater Range WSA is located in Inyo County within the northeastern 
portion of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The ccannmunity of 
Death Valley Junction is one and one-half miles to the north and the 
ccmmunity of Shoshone is one and one-half miles to the south. The WSA 
includes 145,454 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau 
of Land Management (BUM), 7,808 acres owned by the State of California, and 
33 acres of private lan^ (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

The WSA is bounded to the east by State Route 127 and to the south by State 
Route 178. Greenwater Valley Road and Death Valley National Monument form 
the western border. The northern boundary meanders across the Greenwater 
Range, avoiding existing surface disturbances from mining ejqjloration and 
develc^snent and patented mining claims. The eastern portion of the northern 
border is a gravel access road to the Lila C borate mine). Portions of the 
WSA are within a future utility corridor (1990-2020) for the State of 
California as identified in the Western Regional Corridor Study (1980). 

The Greenwater Range WSA is characterized by terrain ranging from smooth 
flat valleys and bajadas with a lew elevation of 1,819 feet to jagged 
mountains with a hi^ elevation of 5,148 feet. The area contains 
approximately 32% mountains, 25% alluvial fans, 20% dissected fans, 10% 
hills, 5% plateaus, 5% highly dissected fans, 2% badlands, and 1% 
riverwa^es. Two major drainages divide the area into thirds. Throu^ 
Greenwater Canyon, the waters have carved a narrow p)assage in the volcanic 
rock, leaving steep sides and a twisting course. At Deadman Pass, the 
erosion has produced a large, epen exp>anse with gently slcping sides. 
Althou^ the valleys are densely vegetated, the mountains and slopes tend to 
sipport only sparse growth. Creosote is the dominate plant in the area. 
Typical Mojave Desert sp)ecies abound, including desert holly, sag^rush, 
prickly p)ear, cholla, and bunch and annual grasses. Virtually the entire 
Greenwater Canyon Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) is within 
the WSA. The ACEC ccxrprises approximately three p)ercent of the WSA. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Irpact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 

- use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in ^pjendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOCM^ENDATTC^ AND RATTONATFl- 0 aores recommended for 
wilderness 

145,454 BIM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 
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No wilderness is the reocaiimendation for the Greenwater Range WSA. Ihe 
entire acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. 
Future activities in the area will be controlled by lew intensity 
management as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. Ihis reccanmendation will be 
inplemented in a manner v^ch will use all practical means to avoid or 
minimize environmental impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally-preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further ejq^lained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

The ability to explore and develc^ the area's mineral potential is of 
greater significance than the value of the area as wilderness. The area has 
only mc3derate scenic variety. Designation of the area as wilderness would 
not contribute any additional unique or distinct features to the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. Other WSAs in the California Desert that 
are reccramended suitable offer a much more extensive and diverse representa¬ 
tion of desert wilderness values. 

The Greenwater Valley WSA and surrounding area has long been recognized for 
its knewn and potential mineral Vcilues. Over 10,150 acres of the WSA are 
encumbered by mining claims and over 2,550 acres are leased for oil and gas. 
There is currently very intense esqjloration for borate reserves in the WSA. 
Given the past history of the area, the lilcelihood for a major discovery is 
considered hi^. The WSA contains hi^ potentials for borates and sand and 
gravel as well as moderate potentials for copper, pumicite, thorium, gold, 
silver, zeolites, barite, tufa, sand and gravel. 

The entire area does not contain the hi^ wilderness values characteristic 
of wilderness areas alreacty within the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. The area also conpares poorly in scenic ^lender to other WSAs in 
the CDCA that are reccatimended suitable for wilderness designation. The 
naturalness of the area is diminished by the routes throuc^ Deadman Pass and 
Greenwater Canyon vhich are county-maintained roads, an extensive network of 
bladed seismic access routes, sand and gravel extraction sites and surface 
disturbances related to mining exploration. There are approximately 70.8 
miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, washes and other 
unmaintained routes of access vhich will remain available for vehicular use. 

The potential for increases in vehicle-d^)endent recreation is considered 
good. Current recreation use is lew. The primary recreation use that 
occurs, such as rockhounding, camping, and hunting, are dependent ipon 
vehicle access to traditional use sites. 

The wildlife and vegetative resources within the area are typical of the 
surrounding desert. The area contains no unusual plants or State or 
Federally listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. The WSA 
contains two areas that contain transient desert bi^om sheep habitat. 
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Greenwater Canyon was designated an Area of Critical Environmental Concern 
by the COCA Plan to provide protection of hi^ quality cultural resources. 
Ihe canyon contains 42 prehistoric occupation sites consisting primarily of 
rockshelters vhich contain 300-350 petroglyfAi elements. Ihe ACEC 
management plan implements a management strategy that cissures existing 
values will be maintained in the long-term. 

O^er portions of the WSA contain numerous village sites, including the old 
village site of Shoshone, and several berry collection areas used by seme 
members of the Panamint-Shoshone and Chemehuevi. 

TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 

BIM (surface and subsurface) 145,454 
Split Estate (BLM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 

State 7,808 
Private 

33 

Total 153,295 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundairy Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM land Pecemmended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BUM (surface and subsurface) 145,454 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM land Not Recommended for Wilderness 145,454 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDEEM) IN DEVELOPING THE WIIDERNESS RECTMffiNDATia^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: Ihe area is not natural in appearance. Ihe area is 
characterized by two major drainages dividing a long, jagged, 
mountain range, and flat valleys and bajadas vMch are mostly void 
of human intrusions. However, scattered somev^t uniformly 
throu^out the entire area, are surface disturbances v^ch adversely 
affect the naturalness of large blocks of the WSA. Seme of these 
disturbances include an extensive network of seismic routes that 
were bladed in the mid-1970's, two county-maintained roads (missed 
during the inventory) that divide the area into thirds, unauthorized 
mining activities that are currently in the process of being 
rehabilitated, a sand and gravel extraction site and evidences of 
mining exploration from the early 1960's. 

2. Solitude: Opportunities for solitude are excellent. Ihe terrain 
and vegetative variety provide areas vhere a sense of isolation and 
seclusion are readily available. On the bajadas, lack of vegetative 
screening and topograp^c diversity would reduce opportunities. 

Ihis WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli(^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
prep)aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uncxpnfined Recreation: The rugged mountains, c:anyons, 
and open bajadas lend themselves to opportunities for primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. A published guide book describes 
peak climbing eppertunities at Brown Peak. However, the large 
number of surface disturbances and the existing routes of travel 
throughout the WSA do have a limiting effect. 

4. Special Features: The northern and southern portion of the WSA 
contains transient desert bi^om sheep habitat. The area also 
contains the Greenwater ACEC, noted for its spectacular 
archaeological values. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This WSA contains 145,454 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. The Greenwater Range WSA 
would not increase the diversity of the types of ecosystems 
represented in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 

Classification 

I>3iTain/Prc>vince/FNV 
NWPS Areas 

areas acres 
Other Bm Studies 

areas acres 

NATIC^jWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,122,455 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,508,651 

2. Ey>andincf the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 

within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 

centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of three major 

pcpi^ation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 

designated areas and BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
pc^julation centers. 

Table 3 

Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpulation Centers 

Population NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. ^arK^incT the geocrraii^ic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 

is within 50 air miles of ten BLM WSAs recommended for wilderness 

designation. Two of these are located within the State of Nevada. 

The closest designated wilderness area is Golden Trout Wilderness, 

administered by Inyo National Forest, 80 miles west of the WSA. 
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C. Manaaeabil itv 

The Greenwater Range WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, several 

significant issues have a hi^ potential to coiplicate manageability of 

the area for wilderness. 

The WSA and surrounding areas have a long and intense history of mineral 

e3q)loration and develc^xnent. The area contains known mineral values. 

Full-scale development of any of the 488 mining claims has a hi<^ 

potential to impact wilderness values in significant portions of the 

entire WSA. Access requirements for such develcpnnent would result in 

similar irrpacts. An oil and gas lease also affects 2,560 acres of the 

WSA. 

Maintenance of designated county roads within a designed wilderness area 

would conflict directly with wilderness management. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 

integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 

the wilderness resource. 

D. Enerctv and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Kncwn at the Time of the Preliminary 

Suitability Reccmmendation; The Greenwater Range WSA is located in 

the BIM Greenwater Range Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) Resource 

Area (GRA). BIM G-E-M data in the wilderness section of the Desert 

Plan EIS (Volume B, i^pendix III) in 1980 indicated that mineral 

resource data for this WSA had not been fully analyzed, integrated, 

and interpreted, but that it had potential for cc^per-molilDdenum 

porphyry d^xDsits, uranium, pumice, sand and gravel, borates and 

lithium. Six urpatented mining claims were recorded with the BIM as 

of December 12, 1979. 

The GE^ report shewed no recorded mineral production from the WSA in 

1980. About one-third of the WSA could not be classified for 

industrial minerals because of insufficient information. GRA file 

data in 1980, showed three areas having moderate potential for the 

occurrence of cc^^per, one in the northwest part, one in the 

north-central part, and one in the south-central part of the WSA, 

based on kncwn occurrences. Two zones were identified in the 

northern part of the WSA as having hi^ potential for the 

occurrence of borates. A small occurrence potential zone in the 

northwest comer is near a former borate producer known as the Widow 

Mine. An occurrence potential band along the northern edge of the 

WSA is adjacent to and near former producers including the Terry and 

Lila C borate mines. The Maria Mine is one of several undevelc^)ed 

or inactive deposits in this vicinity and is just outside the WSA. 

The 1980 GRA file shews about 18 square miles in the western part of 

the WSA as having moderate potenticil for the occurrence of barite 
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based on knovn ocxwrrences and geochemical aronalies. Barium values 

were greater than one standard deviation above the mean in the heavy 

mineral concentrates of nine stream sediment geochemical sanples 

taken in the area. 

The GRA r^xDrt identified in 1980 a small area with moderate 

potential for the occurrence of tufa, a porous variety of calcium 

carbonate d^xDsited by springs, near the Lila C Mine in the northern 

part of the WSA. Two areas were identified in the GRA file as 

having a moderate potential for the occurrence of thorium resources 

in the northern part of the WSA based on semiquantitative 

spectrographic analyses of geochemical sairples frcxn heavy mineral 

concentrates. 

The GRA file classified the northern half of the WSA as having 

mcxierate potential for the occurrence of oil and gas based on the 

1978 U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) classification as prospectively 

Vciluable. Under the BIM classification, the potential is "lew" 

because the GRA is outside of the overthrust belt. Alluvial areas 

around the periphery of the WSA (excluding the central highlands) 

were classified in the 1980 GRA file as having moderate potenticil 

for the occurrence of sodium ccsnnpounds based on the 1978 USGS 

classification as prospectively valuable. Hewever, the GRA report 

states that, "leasable sodium and potassium resources are not knewn 

to exist within this GRA. Consequently, the potential for the 

occurrence of leasable sodium compounds in the WSA must be 

considered "lew" under the BIM classification. The GRA file 

classified a small area (Evelyn site) on the eastern edge of the WSA 

as having hi^ potential for the occurrence of sand and gravel 

resources based on past use of this material site by the California 

Department of Transportation. 

The alluvium of the Amargosa River along the eastern edge of the WSA 

and next to Hi^way 127 was classified in the 1980 GRA file as 

having moderate potential for the occurrence of sand and gravel. 

Due to the cost of haulage, sand and gravel deposits near roads are 

more likely to be developed than those farther from roads. The GRA 

file classified an area in the northern half of the WSA as having 

lew potential for the occurrence of pumicite based on a known 

d^xDsit along Greenwater Canyon. The GRA report stated that the bed 

is 40 feet thick, consisting of about 99 percent pumice. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 

Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 

the Final Recommendation; No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines mineral 

survey was conpleted for this WSA because it is recommended 

nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 

All but the southern tip of the WSA was assessed by the California 

Division of Mines and Geology (CEMG) and the results released in 

Open-File Report 86-10 SAC Mineral Land Classification of the Ash 

Meadows. Big Dune. Eagle Mountain. Funeral Peak, Pahrump. Brvan... 
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CXiadrancfles. (1986). This study supports the 1980 BIM GRA 

classification for borates identified on the acccannpar^ing mineral 

potential m^ (Map 2). The CCMS r^xDrt classified an area about 

half-way between the mouth of Greenwater Canyon and I^^an (north edge 

of WSA) as having hypotheticcil resources for zeolites. This would 

be equivalent to mcxierate potential for occurrence of those 

resources under the BLM classification system. OFR 86-10 SAC 

classified the west-central part of the WSA as possibly containing 

undiscovered resources of barite. This area was classified as 

having moderate potential for occurrence in the BLM GRA file. An 

exploration plan of (^jerations was filed in 1982 for barite and 

silver within this area. An area of at least one square mile 

warrants a "moderate potential for occurrence" rating based on hi^ 

assay values for silver by an anonymous party, trench exposures, 

and the fact that the barite could prc±>ably be recovered as a 

byproduct if the precious metcils were mined. OFR 86-10 SAC 

classified approximately this same area vhere the barite occurrences 

are known in the western part of the WSA as having hypotheticed 

resources of cc^per, silver and gold produced by hydrothermal vein 

mineralization. This would be equivalent to moderate potential for 

occurrence under the BIM classification system. 

The GRA file had identified an area having moderate potential for 

the occurrence of cc^per at the southern end of this zone. Since 

1980, research has revealed that the right-of-way for Midway 127, 

bordering the eastern edge of the WSA, does not extend beyond the 

area of disturbance. Thus, CalTrans is dependent upon sand and 

gravel deposits in WSAs 147 and 145 as a source of aggregate for the 

maintenance of Midway 127 and associated erosion control dikes. 

The CCM3 report also shews three areas with hypothetical resources 

of pumicite in the northern half of the WSA. One of these was 

identified in the BIM GRA. The area identified in the 1980 GRA as 

having a lew potenticLL for the occurrence of pumicite was based on 

the remoteness and poor access to this area. Hewever, market 

conditions have been knewn to change quickly and interest in the 

California Desert for li^twei^t aggregates has been strong during 

the period frean 1986 to 1987. Therefore, a "moderate" potential 

rating is given to this area under the BIM classification system. 

Urpatented mining claims and leases in the WSA are summarized in the 

follcwing table, taken from BIM records dated December, 1987. 
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Table 4 - Mining Claims and Leases 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUTTABIE N(^SUIT. TOTAL SUTTABIE NOISUIT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 465 465 N/A 9,300 9,300 
Placer N/A 22 22 N/A 880 880 
Mill Site N/A 1 1 N/A 5 5 

Total N/A 488 488 N/A 10.185 10.185 

Oil and Gas 
Leases N/A 1 1 N/A 2.560 2.560 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

i» Iinpact on Wilderness Values; Noise, surface disturbance and access 
requiremente for mineral and energy e^qjloration and develc^anent 
will negatively mpact naturalness, solitude and primitive and 
unconfii^ types of recreation. Increases in vehicle dependent 
recreation use will also adversely iirpact values. 

2. Impact on Minerals and Eneinv Exploration and Development: 
(Importunities for exploration and develcpment of minerals and energy 
will continue to be available subject to afplicable laws, 
regulations and the lew and moderate intensity management guidelines 
established in the CDCA Plan. 

Bjpact on Desert Bicdiom Sheep Habitat; Ihe two areas of transient 
she^ habitet within the WSA will continue to receive priority 
consideration over conflicting land uses according to the management 
prescription contained in the CDCA Plan. However, some adverse 
site-specific iirpacts on she^ habitat are likely to occur from 
mineral and energy develcpment aertivities. 

4* Lnpact on Future Utility Corridor Development: Ihe WSA is within a 
^ture utility corridor (1990-2020) for the State of California as 
identified in the Western Regional Corridor Sturdy (1980). This 
cx)rridor was not identified or designated in the CD(2A Plan. 
However, non-designation will not preclude any future develcpment of 
this corridor. Future corridor develcpment will be guided by the 
CDCA Plan. 

5. Lppact on Cultural Resource Values and Native American Conc^ems: 
CXiltural rescxirc:e values will csontinue to be enhanced and protec^ted 
by the Greenwater CJanyon ACEXH Management Plan. However, some 
aciverse site-specific inpac±s to cultural resources are likely to 
ocxajr as a result of mineral and energy Develcpment in the WSA. 
Vehicular acuess to traditional Native American collection sites in 
other parts of the WSA will continue to be available. 
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F- local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
COCA Plan ai^ EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

Summary of WSA — Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throughout all phases in the development 
of the OXA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Prc^»sed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that ar^ known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

Inventory Phase; Several comments referred to man-made features and 
permanent scars from active and abandoned mining c^)erations. These 
areas were deleted ^ere afprcpriate. The Deadman Pass Road was 
mentioi^ several times, but field study showed that it had not been 
maintained for many years. Other comments indicated that too much 
land in the northern portion had been deleted and that 
rehabilitation should be considered. 

2. Stndy Phase: Of the 27 responses received on this WSA, 17 favored 
wilderness designation. Two writers suggested that the area could 
be a natur^ entrance, or a buffer, to adjacent wilderness in Death 
Valley National Monument. C3onsolidation of the Greenwater, N<^)ah, 
and Resting Springs Ranges into one vast wilderness area was ai gr> 
suggested. Several respondents exposed the deletion of areas in the 
northern portion and i^ed that only the New Ryan Mine be excluded 

mines rehabilitated. Outstanding wilderness gualities in 
Greenwater Canyon included spectacular scenery, Indian petroglyphs 
and pictograjhs, and wildlife — the red-tailed hawk, great-homed 
cwl, and the desert bi^om. 

C^^j^nents of wilderness designation mentioned the many roads and 
evidences of mining activity vhich cover the WSA and vhich they 
believed were incompatible with a wilderness e3q)erience. The noise 
from ov^li^ts of military aircraft was listed as another 
detractii^ factor. One respondent said that the only thing the area 
has is miles and miles of alluvial fans covered by creosote bushes — 
not enough to warrant a wilderness designation. 

Two letters were received in response to the Public Irpxit Wbrkbook 
(3/15/79). The National Park Service stated that WSA 147, along 
with WSA 148, was a compatible extension of unmodified lands meeting 
wilderness criteria within Death Valley National Monument. The 
second letter requested that the eastern boundary be moved three or 
four miles away from State Route 127. 

12 



3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Ihe follc^/ing range of public cojiiments 
specific to this WSA was received in response to the Draft Desert 
Plan Alternatives. One stated that the entire study area and the 
northern half of the polygon should be recommended as suitable for 
wilderness under the Protection Alternative. A second view was that 
the entire WSA should be recommended for wilderness under the 
Balanced Alternative. 

This WSA was one of those opposed by the National CXitdoor 
Cocilition, a coalition of mining, rodkhounding and off-road vehicle 
grcx:^. A large number of club members sent in printed coupons and 
letters supporting this position. The County of Inyo's Board of 
Si:5)ervisors also exposed wilderness because of mineral resources. 

Conservation organizations and their members wrote many letters 
recommending wilderness designation for all WSAs within the CDCA. 
The Wilderness Society specifically mentioned WSA 147 as being 
suitable for wilderness, as did the State of California Department 
of Resources. 

4. Proposed Plan; Comments on this WSA brou^t out the same points 
listed for earlier stages of the planning process. Motorized 
vehicle organizations and conservation groups maintained the same 
positions stated for the Draft Plan Alternatives, as did the County 
of Inyo Board of Sipervisors. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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GREBNWATER VAIIEY WTTnRRWRSS STOEY AREA fWSA) 

(CDCA-148) 

1. 1HE STUDY AREA.- 61,519 acares 

The Greenwater Valley WSA is located in Inyo County in the northeastern 
portion of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The ooinmunity of 
Sho^one is ten miles to the east. The WSA includes 58,500 acres of public 
land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management (BIM), 2,589 
acres cwned by the State of California and 430 acres of private land (see 
Map 1 and Table 1). 

The western boundary of this triangular WSA is administratively-endorsed 
wilderness in Death Valley National Monument (DVNM). State Hi^way 178 
forms the southern border and the northeastern boundary is a dirt road 
through Greenwater Valley. Portions of the WSA are also within a future 
California utility corridor planned for 1990-2020 in the Western Regional 
Corridor Study (1980). 

The area is characterized by the Calico Peaks mountains and a rugged 
eastern extension of the Black Mountains. These calico—colored mountains 
aire dominat^ by volcanic, metamor^Aiic and granitic rocks. The remainder 
of the WSA is dominated by the western slc^ of Greenwater Valley that 
flanks the precipitous Black Mountains. Elevations vary from 2100 feet at 
the eastern tip of the WSA to just over 5000 feet along the western border 
near Rineral Peak. Greenwater Valley is a vast, relatively undisturbed 
alluvial valley. The WSA contains 50% mountains, 30% alluvial fans, 10% 
dissect^ fans, 5% hi^ily dissected fans, 3% pediments, and 2% hills. The 
vegetation is characteristically sparse and consists primarily of creosote 
bush scrub, desert holly scrub, and shadscale scrub. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action, and a summary of the area's wilderness values 
was included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. A 1982 amendment to the CDCA 
Plan formulated a second partial suitability recommendation in vhich 
approximately 40% of the WSA was reccmmended suitable for wilderness. 

2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATIC^'IAIE- 24,158 acres reccmmended for 

wilderness 
35,689 BIM acres recommended 

for nonwildemess 

Partial wilderness (40% suitable) is the recommendation for the Greenwater 
Valley WSA. The BIM recommends that 22,811 Federal acres be included in the 
Nation^ Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS). The other 35,689 Federal 
acres in this WSA recommended nonsuitable are released for uses other than 
wilderness. In addition to the Federal acreage recommended for wilderness, 
BIM recommends that 1,347 acres of State land be acquired thou»^ exchange or 
purchase and designated as wilderness. With acquisition of these 
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inholdings, a total of 24,158 acres are recoinmended for wilderness. 
Appendix 1 lists all inholdings and provides additional information on their 
acquisition. Ihis reccanmendation will be irrplemented in a manner vdiidh will 
use all practical means to avoid or minimize environmental inpacts. 

Ihe balanced alternative is the environmentally-preferable alternative, as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 

The reccmmended suitable portion possesses an outstanding wilderness 
character that exemplifies the quality of criteria stated in Section 2(c) of 
the Wilderness Act of 1964. The area is natural in appearance. Permanent 
inprovements and human intrusions have been either excluded from the 
reccanmended suitable area or are so insignificant as to not warrant 
attention. Opportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation 
are outstanding, and include backpacking, day hiking, peak climbing and 
nature studying. The opportunities for peak climbing and bac)packing are 
confined only to the individual's endurance and outdoor skills. Due to the 
area's remoteness and rugged terrain, qfportunities for seclusion from the 
"rest of the world" and cpportunities for individuals to escape human 
influences are outstanding. 

Wilderness values in the suitable portion are outstanding to the point of 
far outwei^iing alternative uses for other than wilderness. The adjacent 
administratively-endorsed wilderness in Death Valley National Monument 
(DVNM) will provide for continuity in management and law enforcement. 
Because wilderness values are so significant, the suitability recommendation 
will preclude any further vehicular use of approximately 21.32 miles of 
primitive access routes of travel. 

Wilderness designation of the recommended suitable portion of the WSA will 
pose only one identified manageability issue. Acquisition of the State land 
along the pjerimeter will be essential to ensure protection of iirportant 
wilderness values. This issue is not considered significant, because ipon 
designation, the BIM anticipates a formal request by the State of California 
to exchange this land. 

Within the recommended suitable pxDrtion 1) the boundaries are well defined; 
2) there is caarrently little to no vehicle-dep)endent recreational use; and 
3) the U.S Geological Survey (USGS) and U.S. Bureau of Mines (BCM) mineral 
reports indicated that there are no identified mineral values of moderate or 
hi^ potential. 

The entire WSA does not contain any unusual plants or any State or Federal 
listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. The middle 
and southern pertions of the WSA contains habitat for the desert bi^om 
sheep, a BLM sensitive species. There are no permanent surface streams, 
creeks or wells in the WSA. However, Montgomery Spring vhich is located on 
the eastern side of Salsberry Peak within the suitable pertion, is an 
inportant water source for the sheep. The WSA contains no significant 
cultural resource values or Native American concerns. 
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The nonsuitable portion of the WSA does not cxxnpare with the scenic 
splendor of the suitable area. The extreme northern portion of the WSA was 
never reccnimended suitable because of mineral potential and inpacts 
associated with an extensive patented mining claim, scars of adjacent 
mineral esploration, and the historic site of Greenwater. The central 
portion of the WSA was changed from recommended suitable to nonsuitable in a 
1982 plan amendment to the CDCA Plan. Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
requested this change because of potentials for locatable minerals and the 
need to allow access on existing county roads. 

Resource values in the administratively-endorsed wilderness in DVNM will not 
be negatively iirpacted if the nonsuitable portion of the WSA is released for 
uses other than wilderness. The values in the Monument are of sufficient 
Cciliber and size to stand on their cwn merit. There will be minimal long 
term changes to the natural environment in the majority of the nonsuitable 
portion of the WSA because of an overall lack of identified mineral 
potenticils, and the lew intensity land use prescription in the CDCA Plan for 
this area. EXiring development of the CDCA Plan, DVNM officials had 
requested that access roads leading into the Monument, throu^ the central 
portion of the WSA, be left open and available for vehicle use. However, 
ironically. Monument officials epposed the 1982 plan amendment which changed 
the recesnmended suitable portion and, therefore, made these roads available 
for use. 
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TABLE 1 - land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 58,500 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Ihholdings 
State 2,589 
Private 430 

Total 61,519 

Within the Reccanmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 22,811 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Reccxnmended for Wilderness 22,811 

Inholdings^ 
State 1,347 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccamended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 35,689 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Reccanmended for Wilderness 35,689 

^ Appendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate tracts included within the study. For purposes of this report, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). Lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this report by 
the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING THE WIIDERNESS REa3MME^^:>ATIq^^ 

A. Wilderness Qiaracteristif!*:; 

!• Naturalne^; Ihe suitable portion of the Greenwater Valley WSA is 
diaracterized by rugged mountains that are relatively void of human 
intrusions such as E^ulet Peak within the Black Mountains. 
Salsberry Peak is also intrusion-free and dominates the adjacent 
CaliOT Peaks Mountains. A cherrystemmed road in the north-central 
portion of the suitable area, vhich provides access to the interior 
of the area, degrades naturalness to a small degree. 

Ihe nonsuitable portion of the WSA is generally a large bajada that 
slopes east from the Black Mcxintains in DVNM. Ihe northern portion 
is heavily uipacted from mineral exploration, development, and 
access routes associated with a large patented mining claim and the 
historic site of Greenwater. Ihe central portion of the WSA is also 
recommended nonsuitable and contains several thrxDu^ access routes. 
In 1982, the Inyo County Board of Si:pervisors indicated that there 
was a need for access on these county roads. 

2. Solitude: Ihe Calico Peaks area exhibits a complex system of 
canyons and rugged peaks vhich offer outstanding opportunities for 
solitude. Feelings of isolation can also be found in the extensive 
drainage networks surrounding Epaulet and Salsberry Pea3^. 
Cpportunities for solitude are further enhanced by the adjacent 
administratively-endorsed wilderness in DVNM. 

Ihe nonsuitable portion largely consists of a broad slcping bajada. 
On the tejada, cpportunities for solitude are limited by lack of 
vegetative screening and uniform tcpograj^y. Ihe existing access 
roads, especially in the northern nonsuitable portion, are more 
readily visible at the higher elevations. 

Ihis WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
cperating areas and fli^t corridors. Ihe visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic tenporary effects on solitude 
vhich are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Ihe terrain in the suitable 
portion lends itself to unique eportunities including backpacking, 
mountain climbing on Salsberry and Epaulet Peaks, day hiking and 
nature studying. Ihe cherrystemmed road has somewhat of a limiting 
affect. 

However, opportunities are further enhanced due to management of the 
adjacent administratively-endorsed wilderness in DVNM. 
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Uie nonsuitable portion of the WSA contains many acjcess roads that 
oaoopartmentcilize the area and tend to restrict ofportunities for 
unoonfined recreation. 

4. Specicil Features; Ihe eastern portion of the Black Mountains, v^ich 
comprises approximately thirty percent of the WSA, contains a herd 
of the BIM sensitive desert bi^om she^. Althou^ the major 
portion of this mountain range is located within adjacent Death 
Vcilley National Monument, desert bi<^om do utilize portions of the 
WSA located east of Funeral Peak on a permanent basis. Ihis area is 
recommended nonsuitable. The recommended suitable portion of the 
WSA is utilized both on a seasonal and transient basis by this herd. 
Montgomery Spring near Salsberry Peak is an important water source 
within the suitable portion. The California Department of Fish and 
Game has estimated the herd size to be approximately 110 
individuals. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosvstemsvstem: This WSA contains 58,500 acres of 
the American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. Althou^ this 
ecosystem is alreac^ represented in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System, Greenwater Valley is a particularly distinct 
r^resentation of this ecosystem. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-I^chler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
Domain/Province/FNV areas acres areas acres 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

NATIONWIDE 

1 343,753 117 4,209,409 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

CAHEFORNIA 

1 343,753 88 3,595,605 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of three major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 
of the pc^xilation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pc^xilation Centers 

Peculation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. l^ancincf the qeoqrardiic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of ei^t ELM WSAs reccaranended for wilderness 
designation. Ihe closest designated wilderness area is Golden Trout 
Wilderness, administered by the Inyo National Forest, 85 miles west 
of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

Ihe recommended suitable portion of the Greenwater Valley WSA is 
manageable cis wilderness. Only one issue needs to be resolved. Ihe 
area contains several inholdings owned by the State of California. 
Acquisition of these inholdings is important strategically to the 
management of the area as a vhole. However, based upon informal contact 
with the State Lands Commission, BIM will receive a request to exchange 
the iriholdings as soon as the area is officially designated wilderness. 

Ihe boundaries are well defined, there are no identified mineral values 
of moderate to hi^ potentials, and the adjacent administratively- 
endorsed wilderness in DVNM will provide for continuity in management 
and law enforcement. 

A cherrystemmed Inyo County access route penetrates the northern portion 
of the recommended suitable boundary. Allowing motorized use of this 
route after wilderness designation will be a valuable asset to 
management of the remainder of the area as wilderness. It will allow 
c^portunities for all segments of the peculation to gain access to the 
interior of the wilderness without degrading the area's wilderness 
integrity and it will allow law enforcement patrols access to ensure 
wilderness integrity and compliance with wilderness management policy 
and regulations. 

Management of the nonsuitable portion of the WSA as wilderness would be 
difficult and complicated. Ihis portion is not roadless. Ihis portion 
of the WSA contains several County designated roads (missed during the 
inventory) and mining access routes that compartmentalize the area. 
Ihese routes of travel negatively impact naturalness and epportunities 
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for primitive and unconfined types of recreation. The extreme northern 
portion of the nonsuitable area contains a large patented mining claim 
and surface disturbances associated with mining exploration and 
development. Due to the arid desert environment and the extent of the 
disturbances, natural rehabilitation will take many years. 

Military overflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Elnerctv and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Known at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recommendation: The Greenwater Valley WSA (aXA-148) is 
located in the BIM Greenwater Range Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) 
Resource Area (GRA). BUM G-E-M data in the wilderness portion of 
the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, Appendix III) indicated in 1980 that 
resource data for this WSA had not been fully analyzed, integrated 
and interpreted. The EIS did indicate, however, that the WSA had 
potential for cc^per, uranium, sodium, and oil and gas. One mining 
claim was recorded with the BIM in the WSA as of December, 1979. 

The 1980 GRA file indicated moderate potential for the occurrence of 
cxpper and barite resources in the northern part of the WSA vhere 
ccpper was mined in 1906 at the Greenwater site (20 tons of 
concentrate yielding 20% ccpper were recorded as being shipped). 
The GRA files classified the alluvium (valley fill) in the nortdiem 
and northeastern part of the WSA as having moderate potential for 
the (xcurrerK^e of sodium cxmpcjunds. This was based on the 1978 U.S. 
Geological Survey classification as prospectively valuable (PV) for 
sodium cxxpled with known cxxurrences of saline minerals. The 
northern part of the WSA was classified by BIM in 1980 as having 
moderabe potential for the cxxurrenoe of oil and gas based on the 
1978 U.S. Geolgical Survey (USGS) prospecbively valuable 
classification. The GRA files assessed the WSA as having 
insufficient cJata to classify for Uranium ocxwrrenc:e potential. 

The 1980 BLM classification (GRA files) as "moderate” for the 
cxxurrenc::e of sodium is unsupported by data in the GRA r^xDrt. The 
Terradata E^q^ert Panel felt that salines were "present or likely to 
be present," but they may have been considering the Icxatable 
borates known to cxxar in the Death Valley region. The GRA repx>rt 
states, "leasable sodium and pxjtassium resources are not known to 
exist within this GRA." Based on the lack of known cxxurrences of 
sodium ccxtpounds, the pxDtential for the oicooirrencs of leasable 
sodium minerals in the WSA must be considered * low under the BIM 
classification system. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Sinco the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Whicdi Should be Considered in 
the Final Recxanmendation; A mineral survey of the suitable portion 
of the WSA was conducted by USGS and BC^ during the poriod from 1983 
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to 1985. Hie mineral potenticil for the portion of the WSA 
recxxnmended suitable for wilderness designation was assessed Yyy 
uses and BCM in Bulletin 1709--B. The stuefy r^»rted two past 
producjers in the southern part of WSA; 1) the Salsberry prospect 
vhich produced an unknown quantity of gold, silver, lead, and zinc 
(period of operation not r^xirted); and 2) the Graham Jem Mine vhich 
produced less than one ton of hi^-grade ore containing gold valued 
at $25,000 per ton in 1908. The stucty also r^xDrted several areas 
with lew potential for the occurrence of metallic minerals (gold, 
silver, copper, lead, zinc and copper). The r^xort cxjnclud^ that 
the recommended suit^le portion has low potential for the 
ocx::aarrenc« of borates and oil and natural gas resources. Sinope the 
area is well outside of the overthrust belt, the BLM classification 
for the WSA should be considered as a low potenticil for the 
cxocurrenco of oil and gas resources under the BLM classification 
system. 

Additional information on the WSA is furnished in California 
Division of Mines Open-File R^»rt 86-10 SAC (1986), Mirw^rai Tand 
Classification of the.. .Funeral Peak.. .Quadrangles.... This r^»rt 
classifies an area near the Greenwater site (northern part of the 
WSA) as having moderate potential for the exxurrenese of bcirite and 
copper resexirces, respectively vhich si:?ports the 1980 BIM GRA 
classification. 

A plan of operations was filed in 1982 in the adjacent Greenwater 
Range WSA for silver and barite exploration east of the boundary of 
the recommended nonsuitable portion of the WSA. Based on hi^ assay 
values by an anonymcxis party, and trench exposures in adjacent 
Greenwater Range WSA, the area surrounding this prospect, vhich 
extends into the WSA on the east boundary, is considered as having a 
moderate potential for the exxurrenoe of silver and barite resexirces 
under the BIM classification system. The potential area may extend 
further westward beneath the alluvium in the WSA. 

As of December, 1987, there were no uipatented mining claims in the 
WSA on record with the BIM. 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

!• Impact on Wilderness Values: Existing hi^ quality wilderness 
values will be maintained on the 40% of the WSA that is reoxxnmended 
suitable. Currently there are no mining claims in this portion, so 
the likelihood for any valid, existing mineral ri^ts is very small. 

In the portion of the WSA not recxxnmended as suitable, naturalness 
and epportunities for primitive and unoonfined types of recreation 
are not expected to decline appreciably. Only a small porticxi of 
the nonsuitable area has identified mineral values and the CDCA Plan 
stipulated that this area be managed under low intensity 
guidelines. 

10 



m 
Q) (0 
C 

r|s 
(£ 

fl UJ 
55 
s 1 i 

1 QC 



.. i 

/. 

' '-V'-tTHii 

--•gr > •- ■j3 ■?'> 

•.'* r-‘^ 
... • "I 

y * • • 

-* i 

\ - ‘ '’i 

.i 

A 

^ ■ l‘ ' > ' ” ' 
■^’ ’'‘- ' - '■H3' tt 

tv ■ 

|itaiS‘«^I > 

", • . ^' ’ T' •■ a ■ . ■^i'*. ■’''\|C V 

.7’’ ;'-'rT*"^:'^:^aiMi'‘ 
^‘f • * 

, *• -r-^, .‘*H i 

p- pV' A'> 

*. 

f.,* 

H; «' 

' '^j* ^ ^ ■ ' iSiiE- ■ , '<"\ '^ * ’ \ 
''^■ , >1 

- •■ 
* / #• 

*• ♦ * AJ 

« 

MB_■Pr_^' •_j-i •tt^.i • u _ _.. 

• . : ^ - . • * • . • ^ \ - r' - 

'•' >!f , V"' 
• ' • - * '•?•■' ..<■■ ''■ ■' 

.V 

; ^ • 

‘j.-l 
- * <\ ’ 

'Sr' <i 
•■ '■• ■ K, 

^ ' ■» ■■-■;» V •• 
1'*' 

fd>:. 

•*•■ •, '* '■- ^ •'C' iySW 1 

> f ■ ‘ -l"^ A'fil ' j|; ; ■' ' 'j 

V ..: ■■', ’« * *;■ 

.«‘ -ti.- Is -‘' J.' 
' 9 
I ■ •* --r''* -,'**'*^ 'L 

,S - ■) ,4^ 1 *5^ • n ^ 

;f. 

j /. 

44-kS# 

I # 

! 

-j^r 

.^r . 

i. 

J!”" ♦ 
T'', 

■ a: 

J • 
r 

•,-i ;.•’/•':>- •4 . * iV .- - 4 ' ^A- V^XMi'f :o*JLV^_1 r- 

^ ■ A ii'Ti . ..r.-i'i'Lyf.' '■"' --■«■ 

/ •■ y^' •. ,, ■ ■ ‘ ■ < ^ 

c-v ■^^-'^ 



2. Impact on Locatable Minerals; The suitable portion has no 
identified mineral values at the moderate or hi^ potential levels. 
Opportunities for exploration and develc^xnent of locatable minerals 
in the nonsuitable portion will continue to be available subject to 
applicable laws, regulations and the lew intensity management 
guidelines established in the COCA Plan. 

3. Death Valiev National Monument: Ihe suitable portion of the WSA 
will compliment existing management of the adjacent 
administratively-endorsed wilderness in DVNM. Releasing the 
nonsuitable portion of the WSA to uses other than wilderness will 
not adversely impact resources or the management of the adjacent 
administratively-endorsed wilderness as values within the monument 
are of significant quality to stand on their own merit. 

4. Impact on Future Utility Corridor Development; Ihe recoinmended- 
suitable portion of the WSA is within a planned utility corridor 
(1990-2020) as identified in the Western Regional Corridor Study 
(1980) for the State of California. This corridor was not 
identified or designated in the CDCA Plan. Depending upon the 
juxtaposition of the WSAs ultimately designated wilderness within 
the CDCA, there may or may not be constraints to future corridor 
development. 

5. Impact on Desert Bicdiom Sheep Habitat: All of the sheep habitat 
within the WSA will receive priority consideration over conflicting 
land uses according to the management prescription contained in the 
CDCA Plan for the area. Within the recommended-suitable portion, 
the potential for adverse iirpacts will be virtually nonexistent. 

F. local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or econcmic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Iherefore, no further discussion of this tcpic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public cemments were solicited throu^out all biases in the develc^mvent 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. Ihe following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Riase; Comments noted tiie presence of old mining scars 
and activity as well as several Je^ trails. An on-the-ground visit 
led to the conclusion that these iirpacts did not have a significant 
influence on the natural values of the area. 
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2. Study Phase: Ei^teen letteirs were received (X)ncerriing this WSA. 
Eleven favored wilderness designation. Reasons given were: 
(1) hi(^ wildem^s potential due to contiguity with 
administratively-endorsed wilderness in Death Valley National 
Monument, (2) need for protection for bighorn she^ and other 
wildlife, and (3) general hi^ quality of visual resources, 
ecology, geology and educational c^portunities. Four of these 
respondents wanted scane vehicle access, specifically the corridor to 
Gold Valley and the road to the historical mining town of 
Greenwater. One letter urged rehabilitation of the historical 
Greenwater mine site. 

The letters exposing wilderness designation described si^ts and 
sounds such as mines, roads and lack of vegetation that they felt 
decreased the area's wilderness potential. Mining concerns 
discussed the need for access for exploration and development. Gold 
and expper were specific minerals mentioned. 

Two letters were received in response to the Public Irput WbrWDOok 
for Wilderness Study Phase (3/15/79). The National Park Service 
recommended that the road into WSA 148 be left open as a wilderness 
corridor to provide access to Gold Valley. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives: The National Outdoor Coalition (NOC), a 
cocilition of mining, rockhounding and off- hi<^way vehicle groips, 
recommended that this area be designated unsuitable for wilderness, 
with the dunes portion epen to vehicles. A large number of club 
members sent in printed coupons supporting the NOC position. 
Conservation groups supported wilderness designation for the entire 
VKA. Comments were largely concerned with motorized vehicles - 
either the need for access for recreation or mineral exploration and 
develcpment (including oil, gas, and geothermal), or the need to 
protect the sensitive natural values of the area from vehicular 
damage. The Board of Supervisors of Inyo County requested a 
nonsuitable (Multiple Use Class "M") designation for this area 
because of mineral resources. 

4. Imposed Plan: There were almost no specific cemments on this 
particular WSA in response to the P>roposed Plan. Motorized vehicle 
groups and conservation organizations maintained the same positions 
stated for the Draft Plan Alternatives, as did the Inyo County Board 
of Supervisors. 

5. 1982 Plan Amendments: In 1982, the Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
proposed a change in designation for the northern two-thirds (35,180 
acres) of this WSA from Multiple Use Class "C" (suitable for 
wilderness) to Class "L" (limited Use) Reasons given were: 
(1) potential for locatable minerals and (2) the need for access on 
existing County roads. The amendment was approved. 
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Two hundred twenty ccaiirrvents were received on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement on this prcposal; seven in favor and 
213 exposed, including a petition of 27 signatures. Many of those 
against the amendment urged that consideration of this proposal be 
postponed until the USGS had ccmpleted mineral studies. Others 
pointed out that mineral potential was low, according to BIM data, 
and was therefore an insufficient reason for deleting the 
thirteenth hipest-rated WSA in the California Desert. 

Governmental agencies exposed to the amendment were: 

National Park Service - Death Valley National Jfonument 
State of California D^)artment of Resources 

Organizations exposing the amendment included; None 

Respondents favored the amendment citing no particulcir reasons. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

GREENWATER VALLEY VISA (CDCA-148) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 
LEGAL 

PARCEL 

No. 

DESCRIPTION 

TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

SURFACE 

ESTATE 

SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

LAND 

COSTS 

($1000) 

PROCESSINi 

COSTS 

($1000) 

1 21N. 5E. 16 SBM 560 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 
2 22N. 5E. 16 SBM 320 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 
3 22N. 5E. 36 SBM 480 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

1 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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TBKX miJJS WTTrroiFSS STOPy area fWSA) 

(aX3Vr-149) 

1. THE glUDY AREA. - 40,597 acres 

Hie Ibex Hills WSA is located in Inyo County within the northeastern portion 
of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The community of Sho^one 
is three miles to the east. The WSA includes 39,111 acres of public land 
lander the jurisdiction of the Bureau of land Management (BIM), 1,465 acres 
owned by the State of California, and 21 acres of private land (see Map 1 and 
Table 1). 

The northern boundary of the WSA is State Route 178. Death Valley National 
Monument (DVNM) forms the western and southern boundary. The eastern 
boundary follcv^ the ridgeline of the Ibex Hills north to Ibex Peak, turns 
east and crosses Greenwater Valley and then turns north again throu^ the 
Dublin Hills. The boundary then turns west to join State Route 178. 
Portions of the WSA are within a future utility corridor (1990-2020) 
identified for the State of California in the Western Regional Corridor 
Study (1980). 

The WSA includes portions of the Ibex Hills, Dublin Hills, and Black 
Mountains vhich have a general north-soutii orientation. A segment of 
Greenwater Valley, vdiich is two to four miles wide and six to eigfit miles 
long, separates the Dublin Hills from the Ibex Hills. The Black Mountains 
and the Ibex Hills are very rugged mountain ranges; elevations in the WSA 
ascend from 888 feet to 4,752 feet at Ibex Peak within six miles. Throu^ 
the horizontcil rocdc layers of these mountain ranges, the colors of brown, 
bri^t red, yellow and black produce a distinctive scenic affect. The 
vegetative composition within the WSA includes the typical creosote bush 
scrub assemblage that ejdiibits seme variability based on elevation. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLPMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in ^^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REO^IMENDATK^ AND RATTONATF - 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

39,111 BLM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Ibex Hills WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. Under this 
recommendation, future activities in the area will be controlled by a 
combination of intensive and moderate levels of management as prescribed in 
the CDCA Plan. This recommendation will be implemented in a manner vhich 
will use all practical means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 
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The Bcilanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 

The hi^ potenticLL mineral and energy resources of the WSA are of greater 
value than the significance of the area as wilderness. The large number of 
existing routes of travel that iirpact naturalness in the northern portion of 
the WSA also influenced the nonsuitable reconmendation. Designation of the 
area as wilderness would not contribute any additional unique or distinct 
features to the National Wilderness Preservation System. Other WSAs in the 
California Desert that are recommended suitable offer a much more extensive 
and diverse r^resentation of desert wilderness vcilues. There are 
approximately 35.5 miles of rxxites of travel including primitive ways, washes 
and other unmaintained routes of access vhich will remain available for 
vehicular use. 

The "heart” of the WSA has a long history of mineral production and contains 
a patented mining prc^)erty. Previous mines have produced marketable 
quantities of lead, zinc, silver, cc^per and gold. Portions of the WSA have 
hi^ potentials for the occurrence of lead, talc, copper, zinc, gold and 
silver, as well as geothermal resources. Other portions have moderate 
potentials for pumice, clay, zeolites, and perlite. Seven hundred and sixty 
acres of the WSA are encumbered with mining claims. These claims are 
concentrated in the areas of hi^ mineral potentials. Given the history of 
the cirea, the likelihood for a major discovery and/or valid, existing mineral 
ri^ts is considered to be extremely hi^. 

One of the inholdings owned by the State of California in the southern 
portion of the WSA (640 acres) contains a past producing mine as well has 
hi^ potentials for lead, talc, copper, zinc, gold, and silver. Full mineral 
develcpment of this land would adversely impact wilderness Vcilues in the 
southern portion of the WSA. 

The wilderness Vcilues are comprcmised by over 35 miles of existing routes of 
travel within the boundaries of the WSA. These routes are predominately in 
the valley portions of the area and include a designated "county-maintained" 
road. However, there is a route throu^ Sheej^ead Pass and several routes in 
the northwestern and southern portion of the WSA that provide access to 
historic mines and hi^ mineral potential areas. 

No significant resources of DVNM would be irrpacted by the nonwildemess 
recommendation. Adjacent portions of the National Monument contain 
administratively endorsed wilderness. While designation of this WSA as 
wilderness would compliment the existing management of the Monument, the 
wilderness values within the Monument are sufficient to stand on their own 
merit without this WSA. 
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The wildlife and vegetative resources within the area are typical of the 
surrounding desert. The area contains no unusual plants or State or 
Federcilly listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. The area 
does, hcwever, sipport transient habitat for desert bi^om she^. The WSA 
contains an area of hi^ culturcLl resource sensitivity and r^resents land 
traditionally used by the Panamint Shoshone and Chemehuevi. An historic 
trail with talc, sumac, and Datura meteloidas collection sites peisses thou^ 
the center of the area in an east to west direction. 

The WSA would be best managed and maintained under nonwildemess and a 
oatibination of intense and moderate management guidelines as prescribed in 
the CDCA Plan. The mineral weeilth of the area could be fully esqjlored and 
developed. Reasonable mitigating mecisure would be applied to protect 
iitpacted resources. 

TABtE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BLM (surface and subsurface) 39,111 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 1,465 
Private 21 

Total 40,597 

Within the Reccmmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA)  0 

Total BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccmmended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 39,111 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 39,111 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING THE WILDERNESS REOCMffiNDATK^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; Ihe overall character of the Ibex Hills WSA is 
primitive in nature, with the imprints of man substantially 
unnoticeable. However, over 35 miles of routes of travel and 
several past producing mines, do detract from the naturalness of the 
WSA. 

2. Solitude; Portions of the WSA provide outstanding opportunities for 
solitude. Ihe rugged terrain and vast bajadas provide areas v^ere a 
sense of isolation and seclusion are available. However, the routes 
of travel and surface disturbances from historic mining in certain 
portions of the WSA are a constant reminder of man's presence in the 
ctrea. 

Ihis WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
cperating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic tenporary effects on solitude v^oh 
are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; Like with solitude, the 
cpportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation are 
limited in portions of the WSA. However, the adjacent 
administratively endorsed wilderness in Death Valley National 
Monument provides the potential for expanded cpportunities. 

4. Special Features; A portion of the WSA contains transient habitat 
for the desert bi^om sheep. It also contains an area of hi^ 
cultural resource sensitivity and r^resents lands traditioncilly 
used by the Panamint Shoshone and Chem^uevi. The landforms, 
ecological diversity, and geological features are not unusual, they 
are typical of features common throu^out the surrounding deserts 
and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; The Ibex Hills WSA would not increase 
the diversity of the types of ecosystems represented in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. The WSA contains 39,111 acres of 
the American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem, vhioh is represented in 
other WSAs recommended suitable within the CDCA. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
Dcaiain/Province/R^ 

NWPS Areas Other BUM Studies 
areas acres areas acres 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

American Desert/Creosote Bu^ 

NATIONWIDE 

1 343,753 117 4,228,798 

CAUFORNIA 

1 343,753 88 3,614,994 

2. Expandincf the optx)rtunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; Ihe WSA is within a five-hour drive of three major 
papulation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
pc^xilation centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpulation Centers 

Population NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the aeocrraphic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of nine BIM WSAs recoinmended for wilderness 
designation, two of vhich are located in the State of Nevada. The 
closest designated wilderness area is Domeland Wilderness, 
administered by Sequoia Nationcil Forest, 100 miles west of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

The Ibex Hills WSA is manageable as wilderness. Hcwevar, several key 
issues have a very hi^ potential to complicate manageability of the 
area for wilderness. Maintenance of existing wilderness values into the 
foreseeable future would be very hard to assure. The WSA and surrounding 
area has a long and intense history of mineral exploration and 
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develcponent. The area contains severed hi^ potential areas for many 
mineral and energy resources. Thirty-seven mining claims encumber 
portions of the WSA. Full scede develc^ment of any vedid mining claims 
has a hi^ potential to impact wilderness values in the "heart” of the 
WSA. Access requirements for such develcpnent would result in similar 
inpacts. 

Development, and access requirements for State and private inholdings 
would cdso seriously impair the ability to manage the area for its 
wilderness values. Maintenance of a designated county road would also 
conflict with management of the area as wilderness. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Kicwn at the Time of the PreliminaTy 
Suitability Reccammendation; The Ibex Hills WSA is located in the 
Resting Spring Range and Dumont Dunes Geology-Energy-Minerals 
(G-E-M) Resource Areas (GRA). BIM G-E-M data in the wilderness 
section of the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, ^pendix III) in 1980 
indicated that there were numerous mineral occurrences and deposits 
in this WSA. Almost every rock type had hi^ potential for lead, 
silver, capper (eill strategic minerals), barite, perlite, zinc, talc 
or gold. The American mine, southwest of Ibex Peak in the east part 
of the WSA, and the Rusty PieJe, west of Buckwheat Wash in the 
southwest part of WSA, produc^ed cepper, silver, lead and gold. 
There was also gold production at the Confiderxoe Mine in the 
south-<oentral part of WSA. Also, Buckv^eat and Confidence Washes 
had potential for placer gold. Precambrian and Cairibrian-age 
metasediments in the Dublin Hills in the northeast part of WSA c:arry 
lead, silver, cepper and gold mineralization. Perlite exxurs on 
Sheephead Mountain (north-central part of WSA) and may occur near 
the junction of the Buckv^eat and Confidence washes. Perlite 
horizons are present throu^out the western Dublin Hills. Part of 
the d^xjsit was covered by 14 active mining claims just northeast of 
the WSA boundary in Dec:ember, 1979. There were known deposits of 
tslc west of Buckv^eat Wash (southwest part of WSA). At the western 
end of She^^head Pass a numb^ of geologic indic:ators, including 
fault intersections and thorium and potassium anomalies, suggested a 
favorable environment for those types of minerals. The alluvicil 
area northeast of She^jhead Mountain was cx)nsidered prospeertively 
valuable for sodium and prospeertively valuable for geothermal 
resources by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) at the time the EIS 
recemmendations were made. 

The 1980 Resting Spring Range GRA file showed two areas having 
moderate potential for locatable industrial minerals in the 
northeastern part of the WSA. Volcanic rcxdcs on the northwest flank 
of the Dublin Hills shewed moderate potential for the occurrence of 
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perlite bas^ on loicwn ocxurrences. Quatemaiy lake sediments south 
of the IXjblin Hills shewed moderate potential for the ocxairrenc:e of 
bentonite clay and zeolites. Ihe Pfizer Mining Conpany produced 
bentonite (aM stockpiled zeolite) three and one-half miles south of 
there frm similar lake deposits in 1979. Ihe Resting Spring GRA 
file classified the alluvium in the northeast part of the WSA as 
having moderate potential for the occurrence of sodium and a smaller 
area as having hi^ potential for the occurrence of geothermal 
resources based on the 1978 USGS classification as prospectively 
valuable for sodium and a potential geothermal resource area (PG3RA). 
Hewev^, the GRA gives no indication of known occurrences of sodium 
in this area; therefore, its potential for occurrence is rated low 
under the BLM mineral resource classification system. The file and 
r^xDrt also indicated mexierate potential for the occurrence of 
pumice in the nortdieast part of the WSA based on known deposits in 
Quaternary-age lake d^xDsits. 

Neither the Resting Spring Range nor the Dumont Dunes GE^ files 
showed any mining claims in the WSA as of December, 1979. ihe 
IXimont IXines GRA report and file indicated two areas of hi^ 
potential for the occurrence of precious and base metals in central 
and southern parts of the WSA. Ihe area of hi^i potential near the 
central part of the WSA includes five prospects and two former 
producers, the American and Confidence mines, ihe American Mine 
produced at least $10,000 worth of silver ore r^XDrted at over 100 
ounces of silver per ton. Nothing was knewn about the five 
prospects exc^t that some had produced lead and cc^Dper. A small 
amount of gold was produced from the Confidence mine in 1934. ihe 
IXimont IXines GRA file indicated that the northwest part of the WSA 
had a moderate potential for the occurrence of metals. No 
si^porting data is provided by the GRA report, so this area is not 
shown on the accompanying mineral potential map. 

Ihe area of hi<^ potential for metallic minerals and talc at the 
southern end of the WSA includes an area of favorable geology 
(Precairibrian metamoriiiic rocks in contact with Precambrian carbonate 
rocks) and the Rusty Pick Mine vhich produced lead, zinc, 
silver and gold, ihe Ibex Mine, a former producer of lead, zinc and 
silver occurs just south of the WSA boundary. However, the Dumont 
IXines file and report indicate an area having hi^ potential for the 
occurrence of talc vhere Precambrian carbonate rocks extend north of 
a past producer (unspecified) and a known occurrence at the "Atlas 
Zone." A moderate potential zone for the occurrence of perlite is 
shown on She^)head Mountain v^ere there are known occurrences in the 
north-central part of the WSA. Ihe northeast part of the WSA is 
shown as having moderate potential for the occurrence of sodium 
based on the 1978 USGS classification as prospectively valuable. 
Ihe IXimont IXines GRA r^rt states, "No exploration or development 
has inc^cated any mineral resources of this type." Iherefore the 
potential for the occurrence of sodium in the WSA is considered low 
under the BIM classification system. 
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2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recxmcnerdation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Recxammendation: No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines minercil 
survey was cxxnpleted for this WSA because it is recommended 
nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 

In 1982, a plan of operations was filed for gold mining at the Who 
Cares Mine and to build a road between this and the American Mine, 
both near the central part of the WSA. Little or no mining was done 
under the plan, possibly because of a sluitp in gold prices in the 
mid 1980's and because there is no loceLL mill. In 1983, a plan of 
operations preposed mining 200 tons of talc per month from a 
2,100-foot-long vein northwest of the Rusty Pick Mine in the 
sexithem part of the WSA. The 1984 7.5 minute Ibex Spring 
quadrangle shews underground workings at the Who Cares and American 
West mines vtiich were not ^ewn on the old 15 minute quadrangle v^en 
the GRA reports were pr^jared. 

There are no mineral leases in the WSA. Most mining claims within 
the WSA are located in the southern and eastern portions of the WSA. 
Urpatented mining claims located within the are summarized in 
Table 4, taken from BIM records dated January, 1988. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACERES 
MINING OAIM SUITABLE N(»JSUIT. TOTAL SmTABLE NC^SUIT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 36 36 N/A 720 720 
Placer N/A 1 1 N/A 40 40 
Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 37 37 N/A 760 760 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Noise, surface disturbance and access 
requirements for mineral and energy exploration and develcpment will 
negatively impact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. The hi^ mineral potenticils are 
concentrated in the "heart” of the WSA. 

2. Impact on Minerals and Energy; Opportunities for exploration and 
develcpment of minerals and energy will continue to be available 
subject to applicable laws, regulations and the intense and moderate 
management guidelines established in the COCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Future Utility Corridor Development; Portions of the WSA 
are within a future utility corridor (1990-2020) identified for the 
State of California in the Western Regional Corridor Study (1980). 
This corridor was not identified or designated by the COCA Plan. 
Hewever, depending ipon the final juxtaposition of WSAs ultimately 
designated wilderness in the COCA, there may or may not be 
constraints to develcpment of future utility corridors. 
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4. linpact on Administratively Endorsed Wilderness in Death Valiev 
Nationatl Monument; Ihere will be no adverse iirpacts to management 
of the adjacent monument. Althou^ the administratively endorsed 
wilderness would be enhanced by designation of this WSA, values in 
the Monument have sufficient caliber and d^Dth that they stand on 
their cwn. 

5. Impact on Cultural Resources and Native American Concerns: CXilture 
resources will continue to be protected by applicable laws and 
regulations. Opportunities will also continue to be available for 
traditional access to collection areas. 

6. Impact on Transient Desert Bicdiom Sheep Habitat; Ihere will be 
little likelihood that the transient habitat will ever become 
permanent range, given the anticipated increases in mining 
exploration and development. 

F. local Social and Ecapronic Considerations 

No Icx^al social or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Iherefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
oxDcur in this doxiajment. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comiments were solicited throu^out all ptoses in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the pxiblic during 
the Inventory and Study Riase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. Ihe following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inacxuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in p)arentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Comments relating to inventory criteria were of 
two typ)es - those reccgnizing the natural values of the area and 
those vtoch listed roads and mining activity, particularly in the 
eastern parts of the Ibex and Dublin Hills. After field checdcing, 
most of the mining areas were excluded from the WSA boundaries. 

2. Study Phase; Of the seventeen letters received on this WSA, nine 
favored and ei^t opposed wilderness designation. Ihe major reason 
for sipporting wilderness was to act as a buffer, or as an addition 
to, adjacent wilderness in DVNM. Special areas vhich were 
mentioned were the Salsberry and She^^iead riparian habitats. Ihe 
WSA was said to provide outstanding scenic values and research 
epportunities, as well as ecological, wildlife, vegetative and 
cultural values. Reinstatement into the WSA of portions of the 
eastern sides of the Dublin Hills and Ibex Hills was requested, with 
exclusion of a micrewave station, a talc mine at Ibex Hills, 
develpments next to the town of Shoshone, and numerous roads. 
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Respondents exposing wilderness cited the area's mineralization and 
the presence of roads, scattered mines and abandoned mining 
equipment. Another detraction was overfli^ts of military aircraft. 

Three responses were received to the Public Ii^xit WbrldDook 
(3/15/79). A mining ccxnpany wanted a small mining area in the Ibex 
Hills deleted from the final inventory map (3/31/79); another 
company wanted further deletions in the Djblin Hills because of 
mining roads. The third letter was from the National Park Service 
(Death Valley National Monument) concurring with BUM findings and 
sL^porting wilderness vhich would compliment prxpxDsed wilderness in 
the monument. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; A wide range of comments specific to this 
WSA was received in response to the Draft Desert Plan. Some 
desired that lands on both sides of Hi^way 127 and/or greater 
acreage of nonmountainous terrain be recommended suitable for 
wilderness under the Protection Alternative. Others c±>jected to the 
Classification of the area as "moderate use" and "intensive use" in 
the Balanced Alternative. The County of Inyo Board of Supervisors 
approved of the latter classification due to the mineralization of 
the region. 

This WSA was one of those oppxDsed by the National Outdoor 
Coalition, a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-road vehicle 
group®. A large number of club members sent in printed coupons and 
letters sippxDrting this pxDsition. Conservation organizations and 
their mesrhbers wrote many letters recommending wilderness designation 
for all WSAs within the CDCA. 

4. Proposed Plan; i^pproximately 64 letters were received requesting a 
change in the recommendation of the Proposed Plan for this WSA from 
Multiple Use Class M (moderate use) to Jftiltiple Use Class L (limited 
use) to protect the area's scenic and research qualities and to act 
as a buffer for proposed wilderness in Death Valley National 
Monument. The National Outdoor Coalition continued to oppose 
wilderness status. 
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THKX .qPRTNG WTTnKRNESS STODY AREA (VSA) 

(CDCA-149A) 

1. THE gnJDY AREA - 2,669 acres 

The Ibex Spring WSA straddles the San Bemardino-Inyo County line within the 
central northeast portion of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). 
The community of Shoshone is 14 miles to the north. The WSA includes 2,669 
acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BIM) (see 1 and Table 1). 

The northern border of the WSA is a gravel mine access road and the western 
border is Death Valley Nationcil Monument (DVNM). A gravel mine access road 
also forms the southern border. State Route 127 is the eastern border. 
Portions of the WSA have been identified for inclusion in a future (1990- 
2020) utility corridor. A micrcwave ccraraunications facility and associated 
access road were inadvertently included within the WSA boundary during the 
wilderness inventory process. 

The WSA was included for further consideration during the planning process 
only because it adjoined an area in DVNM that was, at that time, 
administratively endorsed as wilderness. 

The majority of the WSA contains hills ranging in elevation from 1,210 to 
2,180 feet. The WSA contains approximately 40% hills, 40% hi^ily dissected 
fans, 10% dissected fans, and 10% alluvial fans. Creosote-covered bajadas 
make 1:53 the southeastern and northern portions. Internal access is limited 
and historical recreation use has been virtually non-existent. The 
vegetative ccmposition includes a typical creosote bush scrub plant 
assemblage that e^diibits some variability based on elevation. 

The WSA was studied under Section 202 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmentcil Impact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOCMIENDAnON AND RATTC^JAIE- 0 acres recommended for wilderness 
2,669 BIM acres recommended for 

nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Ibex Spring WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. Future 
activities in the area will be controlled by moderate intensity as 
prescribed in the CDCA Plan. This recommendation will be implemented in a 
manner vhich will use all practical means to avoid or minimize environmental 
impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 
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The wilderness values in the Ibex Spring WSA do not stand on their cwn 
merit. The WSA was origincdly delineated during develcpment of the COCA 
Plan as a natural extension of administratively endorsed wilderness in the 
adjacent DVNM. It was recognized, hcwever, that the WSA is not marageable 
as wilderness unless the adjacent area in DVNM remained administratively 
endorsed as wilderness. The adjacent portion of the Monument no longer has 
administrative endorsement as wilderness. There cire approximately 1.5 miles 
of routes of travel including primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained 
routes of access vAiich will remain available for vehiculcir use. 

Designation of the area as wilderness would not contribute any additional 
unique or distinct features to the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
Other WSAs in the California Desert that are recommended suitable offer a 
much more extensive and diverse r^resentation of desert wilderness values. 

The naturalness of this small WSA is iirpacted by a developed irdcrcwave 
communication site and a 1.25 mile maintained access route. The entire WSA 
has high potenticLL for geothermal resources and afproximately one third of 
the area has moderate potentials for sand and gravel. The tcpogra{±iy within 
the area is favorable for a geothermal generating plant site. The VKA is 
within a future (1990- 2020) utility corridor identified for Ccilifomia in 
the Western Regional Corridor Stuc^ (1980). Depending ipon the final 
juxtaposition of WSAs ultimately designate wilderness in the CDCA, there 
may or may not be constraints to planning and develcpment of such corridors. 

The wildlife and vegetative resources within the area are typical of the 
surrounding desert. The area contains no unusual plants or State or 
Federally listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. No kncwn 
areas of cultural resource sensitivity are located within the WSA. 
Traditional Native American use of the area includes collection of plants 
and hunting activities. 

The WSA would be best managed and maintained under nonwildemess and 
moderate intensity, multiple use management guidelines as prescribed in the 
CDCA Plan. Ofportunities for a quality wilderness experience are very 
limited. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area 

Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 2,669 

^lit Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Total 2,669 

Within the Recomtnended Wilderness Boundary 

Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccmmended for Wilderness 
Acres 

BIM (surface and subsurface) 2,669 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Lands Not Reccsnmended for Wilderness 2,669 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING THE WIIEERNESS REOMIENDATiaTS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; Ihe area generally appears to have been affected 
primarily by natural forces with man's imprint substantially 
unnoticeable. Ihe microwave communications site and associated 
route of travel are exceptions. 
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2. Solitude; Hiis cirea does provide potential for solitude because of 
topographiccil variation v^ch screens visitors from one another. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areeis and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The same characteristics that 
provide potential for solitude cilso provide potentials for primitive 
and unconfined types of recreation. Hcwever, opportunities are 
constrained due to the small size and configuration of the area. 

4. Special Features: There are no special features. The landforms, 
ecological diversity and geological features are not unusucil, they 
are typical of features common throu^out the surrounding deserts 
and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; The Ibex Spring WSA would not increase 
the diversity of the types of ecosystems r^resented in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. The WSA contains 2,669 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bu;^ ecosystem, vhich is r^resented in 
other WSAs in the CDCA that are recommended suitable for wilderness 
designation. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-Ruchler 
Classification 
Dcmain/Province/FNV 

NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
areas acres areas acres 

NATTCM^DE 

American Desert/Creosote Bu^ 1 343,753 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 

117 4,265,240 

88 3,651,436 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of five major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and BLM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
pqpulation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Peculation NWPS areas Other BLM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada « 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 1 1,186,463 

3. Balancing the aeocrraicAiic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of nine BLM WSAs, two of vhich are located in 
the State of Nevada, that are reccxnmended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness airea is EXxneland 
Wilderness, administered by Sequoia National Forest, 100 air miles 
west of the WSA. 

C. Manageabil ity 

The Ibex Spring WSA is not manageable as wilderness. 

The administrative endorsement of the land in the adjacent DVNM was 
drc^^)ed. Therefore, the WSA could not be managed as a logical extension 
of wilderness in the Monument. 

The WSA is less than two miles in width and three miles in length and 
has limited c^portunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined 
types of recreation. If the WSA were designated wilderness, the 
micrcwave communications tcwer and associated access road in the 
southeast comer of the WSA, that was overlooked in the inventory, 
should be included. 

Military overflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Known at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Reccmmendation; The Ibex Spring WSA (COCA 149A) is 
located in the BLM Dumont Dunes Geology-Energy^linerals (G-E^) 
Resource Area (GRA). BLM G-E^ data in the wilderness section of 
the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, Afpendix III) in 1980 indicated that 
this WSA had relatively little potential for the occurrence of 
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metallic and nonmetcillic minerals and speculative potential for 

radioactive mineral deposits. This WSA was recognized as having 

medium potential for the occurrence of geothermal energy and as 

being tc^xDgraphically favorable for generator plant siting. 

The Ibex Spring GRA file indicated that no mining claims had been 

filed in this WSA as of December 12, 1979. The GRA file also 

indicated that the geological environment of the WSA is unfavorable 

for the occurrence of metallic minerals in most of the WSA and that 

information is "insufficient to classify" in the east-central part 

v^ere there are granitic outcrops. The geologic environment on the 

WSA was classified as unfavorable for locatable nonmetallic 

minerals. There was insufficient information to classify the 

potenticd for the occurrence of radioactive minerals for most of the 

WSA, however, the east-central portion of the WSA is underlain by 

granitic outcrcps, vhich was considered as having a lew potential 

for the occurrence of radioactive minerals based on a favorable 

geologic environment. 

The northern part of the VISA was classified as having high potential 

for the occurrence of sodium compounds based on the 1978 U.S. 

Geological Survey (USGS) classification as prospectively valuable 

(P7). The entire WSA lies within an area classified in the GRA file 

as having moderate potential for the occurrence of geothermal 

resources based on the 1978 USGS classification as a potential 

geothermal resource area (PGRA). The Dumont EXines GRA report does 

not discuss the rationale for the geothermal classification. 

The GRA file assessed the northern and southeastern parts of the WSA 

as having moderate potential for the occurrence of sand and gravel 

resources. The GRA report based this assessment on past production 

from a Caltrans material site partially within the northern part of 

the WSA. The southeastern part of the WSA has moderate potential 

for the occurrence of sand and gravel resources based on areas of 

rock, sand and alluvium v^ch are reasonably accessible and vtiich 

mi^t be ej^)ected to be used, at least for road maintenance, in the 

foreseeable future. The GRA file contains information submitted by 

the Inyo County Planning Commission stating that an estimated 300 

cubic yards of sand and gravel will be removed annually from the 

material site for patching and shoulder st^^rt of Hi^way 127. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 

Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 

the Final Recommendation: No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines mineral 

survey was completed for this WSA because it is recommended 

nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 

The 1982 BIM Geothermal PV Classification map shews that Saratoga 

Spring, seven miles to the southwest of the WSA, has 82-degree 

Fahrenheit water, and an unnamed spring near Tecepa, ei^t miles to 

the northeast, has 108-degree Fahrenheit water. Because the WSA is 

favorable for the siting of a geothermal generator plant, the 
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geologic envirmment is favorable, and geothermal water is known in 

the area, the potenticil for the occurrence of geothermal resources 

in the WSA is hi^ under the current BIM classification system. 

Because there are no known occurrences of sodium mineral in this 

area, the potential for the occurrence of sodium is downgraded to 

lew under the present BIM classification system. 

As of December, 1987, there were no uipatented mining clairrs in the 
WSA on record with BIM. 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1- Impact on Wilderness Values: Noise, surface disturbance and access 

requirements for energy esqjloration and development will negatively 

impact naturalness, solitude and primitive and unconfined types of 

recreation. Ihe entire WSA has hi^ potenticil for geothermal 

resources. Develcpment of the sand and gravel reserves along the 

north and east side of the WSA will also negatively iirpact values. 

2» Impact on Minerals and Enemy; Opportunities for exploration and 

development of minerals and energy will continue to be available 

subject to applicable laws, regulations and the moderate intensity 

management guidelines established in the OXA Plan. The California 

D^)artment of Transportation will be able to utilize the sand and 

gravel reserves for maintenance of the State highway system. 

3. Impact on Future Utility Corridor Development; The WSA is within a 

plann^ utility corridor (1990-2020) for the State of California as 

id^tified in the Western Regional Corridor Study (1980). Althou^ 

this corridor was not identified or designated in the CDCA Plan, 

opportunities will be available for planning and develcpment of 

future corridors that are necessary to meet the long-term growth 

needs of Southwestern United States. 

4. Impact on Native American Concerns: Traditional access to 

collection sites will continue to be available. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final 

CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this tcpic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all j^iases in the development 

of the QDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 

the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during develqpment 

of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The following is a 

summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 
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Mineral Resource Potential 
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Non-energy Minerals 

Moderate Mineral Potential 
Location in a High Mineral 
Potential Area 

High Mineral Potential 
Location in a Moderate Mineral 
Potential Area 

MILES 

Map-2 
CDCA-149A 



1. Inventory Riase: Comments stated that the cirea met the Wilderness 
Act criteria and shcxild be designated for further wilderness study. 
Rechecks in the field si^ported this view. 

2. Study Phase; Two letters were received on this WSA. Both favored 
wilderness designation because of its contiguity to Death Valley 
NationcLL Monument. Ihey also felt corridors should be designated 
wiiere appropriate. 

One response was received to the Public Iiput Workbook (3/15/79). 
It defined the area as a desirable extension of wilderness in Death 
Valley. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; No public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was one of those exposed by the National CXrtdoor Coalition 
(NOC), a coalition of mining, rockhounding and off-highway vehicle 
groups. A large number of club members sent in printed coupons 
supporting this position. Conservation organizations and their 
members wrote many letters reccramending wilderness designation for 
clLI WSAs within the CDCA. Ihe County of Iryo's Board of 
Sipjervisors exposed wilderness designation for this area because of 
its mineral potential; they corrplimented the BIM for reccaranending 
multiple use management for this area in all Draft Plan 
Alternatives. 

4. Proposed Plan; Ihere were no specific comments on this particular 
WSA in response to the Preposed Plan. Motorized vehicle groups and 
conservation organizations maintained the same positions stated for 
the Draft Plan Alternatives, as did the Inyo County Board of 
Supervisors. 
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NDPAH RftNGR WTTrfKRUESS STOPy AREA fWSA) 

(CDCA-150) 

1. THE STOPY AREA - 132,465 acres 

The Ncpah Range WSA is located in Inyo County in the northeast portion of 
the California Desert Conservation Area (CIXA) along the Califomia-Nevada 
stateline. The community of Shoshone is less than one mile frcm the 
westernmost tip of the WSA. The WSA includes 126,919 acres of public land 
under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of land Management (BLM), 5,367 acres 
cwned by the State of California, 179 acres of private land (see Map 1 and 
Table 1). 

The northeastern boundary of the area is the Califomia-Nevada State line 
and the eastern boundaries are gravel and paved roads. The Old Spanish 
Trail Hi^iway bounds the area to the south. The western boundary is very 
irregular, first following tcpographic lines, dirt roads, and then State 
Hi^way 178. It deviates from the hi^iway in the south-central portion of 
Chicago Valley to avoid private land and cissociated surface disturbances. 
It again joins the hi^way in the north central portion of Chicago Valley. 
State Hi^Tway 178 also makes up the northern boundary. The realignment of 
this hi^iway that was completed prior to 1978 is reflected on Map 1. 
However, this realignment was not reflected in the original tcpograj^c maps 
used in delineating the boundary during the WSA inventory process. There 
was never any intention for portions of the WSA to extend west across the 
paved hi^way. 

The WSA is dominated by the Nc^>ah Range and the southern portion of the 
Resting Springs Range, the east side of Chicago Valley, and the western 
bajada of Pahrump Valley. The area contains afproximately 35% mountains, 
30% alluvial fans, 10% dissected fans, 5% badlands, 5% playas, 5% plains, 5% 
riverwashes, 3% hi^ily dissected fans and 2% hills. Both mountain ranges 
are rugged and folded. Yellow, red and brown colored striations occur 
throu^out the Ufper elevations of the Nopah Range. The grayish-brown 
bajadas that surround the mountains ajpear as low, moderate slcpes. Chicago 
Vcilley is predominantly flat, with many winding, li^t colored washes 
throui^out its lower drainage. The mountains appear barren, with creosote 
and other desert shrub and grass species. The surrounding bajadas and 
Vcilley have more vegetative cover, basically composed of creosote, cacti, 
yucca, and other desert shrub species, such as desert willow, mesquite and 
catclaw species. The lower drainage vegetation appears dark green in 
contrast to the surrounding li^t gray-green vegetation on the surrounding 
bajadas and the sparse barren appearance of the mountains. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protec±ion, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 
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A 1982 ainendment to the CDCA Plan fornulated a second partial suitability 
reccsiimendation in v^ch approximately 60% of the WSA was recommended 
suitable for wilderness. 

2. REOCMMEICiAITC^ AND RATIC^^TK 83,334 acres recommended for 

wilderness 
47,051 BIM acres recommended for 

nonwildemess 

Partial wilderness (62% suitable) is the recommendation for the Ncpah Range 
WSA. The BLM recommends that 79,868 federal acres be included in the 
Natioi^ Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS). The remaining 47,051 acres 
in this WSA are released for uses other than wilderness. This 
recommendation will be iirplemented in a manner v^oh will use all practical 
means to avoid or minimize environmentcil iirpacts. In addition to the 
Federal acreage recommended for wilderness, BIM recommends that 3453 acres 
of State land and 13 acres of private land be acquired thou^ exchange or 
pwrcha^ and designated as wilderness. With acquisition of these 
inholctmgs, a total of 83,334 acres are recommended for wilderness. 
Appendix 1 lists all inholdings and provides additional information on their 
acquisition. 

The balanced alternative is the environmentally preferable alteimative, as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 

The recommended suitable portion of the WSA possesses outstanding wilderness 
character vhich exemplifies the criteria described in Section 2(c) of the 
Wilderness Act of 1964. The Nopah Range ejdiibits an outstanding primitive 
character vMch includes the pristine limestone lands of the west slope 
cliffs and untrammeled rugged peaks. The suitability recommendation will 
preclude any further vehicular use of approximately 43 miles of primitive 
access routes of travel. 

(Xitstanding op^rtunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation 
are present vhLich challenge the endurance and skill of the backpacker, peak 
climber and nature enthusiast. The 18 mile crest of the Ncpah Range 
prcpvides a rugged challenge; taking the backpacker from 2,500 feet at 
Emigrant Pass, along the crest at over 5,000 feet to Ncpah Iteak itself \ihich 
sits at 6,394 feet, and finally along the craggish northern portion of the 
range ending at the Shaw Mine. Along this trip, the hiker may observe 
desert bi^om she^ vtiile passing through a variety of plant assemblages 
including the creosote bush scrub, desert dry wash woodland, and a mix of 
blackbrush scrub and’pinyon-juniper woodland in the hi^er elevations. The 
rugged terrain and de^ canyons allow the visitor to escape any intimation 
of our modem industrial society. The visitor can experience a feeling of 
solitude at the "top” of the Mojave Desert v^le sitting on Ncpah Peak. 

The recommended suitable area si^ports a pc^xilation of desert bi^om 
she^. The entire WSA does not contain any unusual plant assemblages or 
any Federally listed threatened or endangered plant or animal ^Decies. One 
plant "eligible” for State listing has been collected from within the 
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suitable portion of the WSA. A State listed Rare and Endangered plant my 
clLso be located within the WSA. Habitats for desert tortoise, golden eagle 
and prairie falocxi are also known to occur in the suitable area (See Special 
Features). 

The significance of the wilderness values in the recommended suitable 
portion of the WSA exceed the recognized mineral resources of the area. 
Portions of the area recoramended suitable have moderate potentials for 
sodium, oil and gas, limestone, dolcHtiite, and silica and a hi^ potential 
for geothermal resources. However, only one mining claim encumbers the 
suitable area. There are no current plans of c^^erations in the suitable 
portion. In contrast, over 3000 acres of the nonsuitable portion of the WSA 
is encumbered with urpatented mining claims. 

Wilderness designation of the recommended suitable portion of the WSA will 
pose only one criticcil manageability issue: acquisition of inholdings. 
Acquisition of the state land is not considered to be a significant prdDlem. 
The BIM anticipates a formal request by the State of California to exchange 
this land ii^xDn wilderness designation. However, acquisition of the split 
estate parcel along the southeastern border is essential to avoid creating a 
"hole" in an otherwise definable and manageable wilderness boundary. 

Access to historic collection sites for Native Americans will be limited by 
designation. A portion of the Chicago Valley Wild Horse and Burro Herd 
Management Area and the Horsethief Springs Grazing Allotment is within the 
suitable portion of the WSA. Options for use of motorized equipment for the 
gathering of wild horses my be limited. 

The nonsuitable portions of the WSA do not ccmpare with the scenic splendor 
of the suitable area. The portions recommended nonsuitable do contain 
iirportant resource values, but are lacdcing in quality wilderness values. 
However, throu^out virtu^ly the entire nonsuitable area, the long-term 
impacts to natural values will be minimized due to the low intensity, 
multiple use land management guidelines prescribed in the dXA Plan. 

The nonsuitable portions of the WSA in general contain hi^er mineral 
potentials and more surface disturbances. Portions of Chicago Valley and 
the Resting Spring Range were not recommended suitable because of the 
existence of access routes and impacts to naturalness from previous mining 
related activities. 

The westernmost extension of the WSA is recommended nonsuitable primarily 
because of hi^ and moderate mineral potential. Among other mineral values, 
this area has identified borate potentials. All of the borate production in 
the United States comes from the dXA, and a majority of that from deposits 
near Boron. Boron’s d^xDsits have an expected life of 25 years: after that 
time, future borate requirements would need to be met by arecis such as this. 

The nonsuitable portion of the WSA that includes the bajada between the 
stateline and the "Old Traction Road" includes the Pahruirp Valley Grazing 
Allotment. This road originally was built to haul borax from Death Valley 
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and is still used today for recreaticMicLl off-hi^iway vehicle travel. This 
tejada also contains other north-south access routes and numerous range 
inprovements that roar naturalness. 

The nonsuitability recommendation will not affect the Public Water Reserve 
(FWR) withdrawal. This FWR has been recommended for revocation. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Stucty Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area 
Acres 

BUM (surface and subsurface) 
126,919 

Split Estate (ELM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 5,367 
Private 

179 

Total 132,465 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary 
Acres 

BLM (within WSA) 79,868 
BIM (cutside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM land Recommended for Wilderness 79,868 
i 

Inholdings^ 
State 3,453 
Private 13 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness 
Acres 

BIM (surface and subsurface) 
47,051 

Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 47,051 

^ i^pendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate tracts included within the study. For purposes of this r^»rt, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). Lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this r^xDrt by 
the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING THE WIIDERNESS R] STOATiaiS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; Ihe reocarimended suitable porticai of the WSA is 
virtually void of all human intrusions with the follcwing 
exc^jtions. Scattered throu^iout the Nopah Range are three guzzlers 
designed for desert bi^om she^. These guzzlers do not detract 
frcm the wilderness integrity, but instead, sii^Dport an inportant 
wilderness resource, the desert bi^om she^. 

Portions of the nonsuitable area of the WSA contain numerous access 
routes and scars frcm mining activity as well as numerous range 
improvements; otherwise it is generally void of human activity. 

2. Solitude; The diversity of terrain, including de^, rugged canyons 
and craggi^ peaks, and the area*s remoteness allow visitors to the 
Ncpah Range to esperience unlimited and outstanding c^portunities to 
remove themselves from other visitors and human activities. 

Within the nonsuitable portion, there are quality cpportunities for 
solitude. However these cpportunities are limited in specific areas 
by human impact. This is especicilly true on the northeastern bajada 
vhere the existing access routes cure not screened by vegetation or 
topography. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the nationcil defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
cissociated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
pr^jaredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uhconfined Recreation; There are outstanding 
cpportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation in 
the suitable portion of the WSA. Opportunities include backpacking, 
peak climbing, hiking, nature studying and photography. The 18-20 
mile crest hike challenges an individual’s stamina and outdoor 
skills. In addition, a book called "Desert PeaJcs Guide" Part II, 
describes peak climbing cpportunities on Ncpah Peak. Where access 
routes impact the nonsuitable portion, cpportunities for primitive 
recreation can be reduced. 

4. Special Features; The entire range of the Ncpah bi^om sheep herd 
is within the suitable portion of the WSA. This species is 
considered BLM "sensitive." In the 1970's, the size of the herd was 
estimated at ten individuals. Primarily cJue to the construcjtion of 
three watering guzzlers, the size of the herd is new thou^t to be 
100 animals. The Resting Spring Range in the nonsuitable portion of 
the WSA clLso contains transient bi^om sheep range. 
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Two historical golden eagle eyries and one prairie falcon eyrie, as 
well as associated foraging habitat, are located within the suitable 
portion of the WSA. A total of approximately 20 square miles of 
desert tortoise habitat, with densities of 20 to 50 animals per 

Gxists within the suitable and nonsuitable area. The 
tortoise is considerto a BIM sensitive species and is under status 
review by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for possible listing as 
a threatened or endangered species. 

St^}hens penstemon (Penstemon stephensii), v^ch is State listed as 
Pare and Endangered, may be located in the WSA. Ihe suitable 
portion of the WSA contains the ivory-spined agave (Agave utahensis 
var. ^orispina). This plant is eligible for State listing^^ 

The Chicago Valley Wild Horse and Burro Herd Management Area 
overlaps a portion of the suitable, and virtually the entire 
nonsuit^le portion of the WSA. In 1980 there was an estimted 
pc^xilation of 28 wild horses and 28 wild burros. 

The area has be^ traditionally used by the Panamint Shoshone, 
Southern Ute, River Chemehuevi, Southern Chemehuevi, and Mchave 
tribes. A Panamint Shoshone and Southern Ute collection area has 
been r^xarted in a contemporary context in the south central portion 
of the area reccanmended suitable. Other sites are known in the 
nonsuitable portion. 

Pivorsity in the National Wildempgg Preservation System 

Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented by ecosystems: The suitable portion of the Ncpah Range 
WSA is one of many WSAs within the COCA that represent the 
spectacular scenery, varied ecosystems, biological and geological 
features and outstanding wilderness present in the Mojave Desert 
portion of the California Desert. Included within the WSA is the 
®^tire range for the Nqpah bi^om sheep herd as well as several 
historic raptor eyries. The WSA contains 126,919 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush (Larrea) ecosystem. 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
Damain/Province/FWV 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
^reas acres areas acr^^ 

NATTCM^DE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush l 343,753 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush l 343,753 

117 4,140,990 

88 3,527,186 

8 



2. Expandincf the cjpportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's drivincr time (five hours) of mi or population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of three major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpulation Centers 

Pqpulation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the aeoqrarhic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of ei^t BIM WSAs recommended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness cirea is Golden Trout 
Wilderness, administered by the Inyo National Forest, 110 miles west 
of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

The recommended suitable portion of the Ncp)ah Range WSA is manageable as 
wilderness. Acquisition of state and split estate inholdings will be 
critical for control of the boundary and to ensure continuity of 
management philosophy. Virtucilly cill boundaries of the suitable portion 
are existing routes of travel with the exception of the northern 
boundary. The northern boundary of the suitable area, as reflected on 
Map 1, is scmev^hat awkward. The jutting tip should be eliminated and 
the boundairy moved south afproximately one-half mile to the Township 
line. 

There is only one mining claim in the suitable portion of the WSA so the 
likelihood for mineiel development is lew. 

Presently, three big game guzzlers for desert bi^om she^ are located 
in the Nqpah Range. Maintenance on these guzzlers is needed 
afproximately two times per year. Maintenance normally requires repairs 
of tanks and catchments after flash floods. Presently, an agreement 
with the California Department of Fish and Game cillows for the use of 
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mechanized equipinent for transportation to these sites. Transportation 
is normally via h^ioopter or a four-v^eel drive vehicle in wash 
systems. Aft^ wilderness designation, motorized use may still be 
required subject to a new agreement vtiich ensures that wilderness 
resources will not be degraded. 

(Importunities available for management of livestock within the 
Hor^thief Sprii^ Grazing Mlotment will be limited by wilderness 
designation. Limitations will be placed on the use of motorized 
vehicles in the suitable portion. However, grazing will be allowed to 
continue at existing levels. 

Manageability of the nonsuitable portion of the WSA as wilderness would 
be very difficult and ccmplicated. Over 100 mining claims encumber over 
3,000 acres of the nonsuitable portions. The likelihood of mineral 
development is considered very hi^. The nonsuitable portions contain 
numerous range improvements, installed in the 1960's, that require 
regular inspection and maintenance. Traditional off-highway vehicle 
use ^so occure on the numerous routes of travel within the nonsuitable 
portions of the WSA. Signing and enforcement to exclude this use would 
be difficult to accomplish. 

I^^lita^ overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Enertw and Mineral Resource Values 

SjjjTmary of Information Khown at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recommendation: The Ncpah Range WSA (<3IXA-150) is 
located in the BIM Resting Spring Range Geology-EiWgy-Minerals 
(G-E-^) Resource Area (GRA). BIM G-E-ti data in the wilderness 
portion of the Desert plan EIS (Volume B, Appendix III) indicated in 
1980 that this WSA contained occurrences of metallic and locatable 
industrial minerals, and geologically favorable environments for 
saline and radioactive minerals, geothermal energy, oil and gas and 
common mineral materials. G-E-4! data in the EIS stated that the 
Nopah (Shaw) mine in the northern part of the Ncpah Range (north 
poi^ion of the WSA) shipped hi^i—grade lead—silver—zinc ore in the 
1940s. Mines at the scxithem end of the mountain range in the South 
Ncpah Range WSA immediately to the south of the WSA were major 
producers of lead, silver, and zinc. The EIS indicated that this 
favorable mineral and geologic environment extends from the 
produc:ers in the scxithem Ncpahs throu^ the WSA to the Ncpah mine 
^ bhe i^rth. An excellent potential for the cxxxirrence of 
industrial minerals such as limestone, silica, and dolomite was 
aciJressed in the EIS for the Ncpah mountain range in the WSA. The 
EIS stated that -^e Anacenda Mining Company was, at that time, 
currently exploring a zeolite d^xDsit barely cxitside the southwest 
boundary of the WSA. This d^xDsit was known to continue north and 
east into the scxithwest part of the WSA. 
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Volcanogenic sediments in the southwestern part of the WSA were 
assessed in the 1980 GRA as having a potential for borates and 
bentonite as well as zeolites. The 1980 GRA recxjgnized the 1978 
U.S. Geologiccil Survey (USGS) classifications, indicating that there 
was moderate potentiail for sodium occurrences in the alluvial areas 
in the eastern and western parts of the WSA; a potential geothermal 
resource area (PGRA) in the western part of the WSA; and a 
prospectively valuable area for oil and gas in the eastern part of 
the WSA. Sand and gravel resources were also known to be present 
from informaticai in the 1980 GRA files. An area of about three 
square miles in the southwestern part of the WSA was classified as 
having a hi^ potential for the occurrence of zeolites. Ihis area 
in the WSA also contains zones of 80 to 100% zeolite (Shepard and 
Gude, 1968, Distribution and Gneiss of Authigenic silicate Minerals 
in Tuffs of Pleistocene Lake Tecopa. U.S. Geological Survey Prof. 
Paper 597, Figure 4, Table 10). 

Northwest of the hi^ potential zone in the southwest portion of the 
WSA, a moderate potential zone for the occurrence of zeolites was 
classified in the 1980 GRA file. This same area in the western part 
of the WSA was assessed as having moderate potential for the 
occurrence of borates based on a favorable geologic environment 
(buried Tertiary-age rocks), borate recovery from a spring in 
1882-1890 (two miles south of the WSA), and past production of 
borates from the Gerstley mine, only two miles north of this zone. 
The 1980 GRA r^xjrt assessed the potential for the occurrence of 
sodium and potassium compounds as moderate in the southwestern part 
of the WSA, and the potential for the occurrence of sodium ccaoipounds 
as moderate in the western and eastern parts of the WSA. The Nopah 
Range GRA r^»rt, in 1980, classified about one square mile in the 
northern part of the WSA around the Ncpah mine as having hi^ 
potential for the occurrence of lead based on past production. The 
1980 GRA r^jort classified the southwestern part of the WSA as 
having hi^ potential for the occurrence of geothermal resources 
because it is classified by USGS as potentially valuable and has 
known hot springs occurrences in or near the WSA. The 1980 GRA 
r^xDrt classified the eastern part of the WSA as having medium 
potential for the occurrence of oil and gas based on the USGS 
prospectively valuable classification coupled with a favorable 
geologic environment (overthrust belt). The GRA files shew a small 
area next to Hi^iway 178, on the southwest edge of the WSA, as 
having hi^ potential for the occurrence of sand and gravel based on 
a CcilTrans material site at this location. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Recommendation; A mineral survey of the suitable portion 
of the WSA was conducted by the USGS and U.S. Bureau of Mines 
(USEM) during the period from 1982 to 1983. USBM released mineral 
assessment information for the portion of the WSA recommended 
suitable for wilderness designation in epen-file report MIA 10-85. 
No joint r^»rt has been released by the USGS and USEM as of 
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December, 1987. The USEM r^rt concluded that the Nancy-Ann 
(Nopah) mine, vhich produced 153 tons of lead-«ilver-zinc ore during 
the period frcm 1925-1928, contains resources of about 650 ounces of 
silver, 20,000 pounds of lead, and 63,000 pounds of zinc. The 
California Division of Mines (QCMS) indicated in their 1986 
Open-File R^rt 86-10 SAC, Mineral Land Classification of thf>... 
Stewart Valley 15-^lLnute Quadrangle-that the area around the 
Nopah mine has "hypo^etical resources" of the above metals. There 
IS a moderate potential for occurrence of these resources under the 
^ classification ^stem. The USEM report data afpears to sinport 
the moderate potential classification on the acconpanying Mineral 
Resou^ Potential M^, a change from the 1980 GRA hi^ potential 
classification. 

^ 1987 plans were announced by APG Industries, the nation's second 
gla^ maker, to build a major plant in the Victorville area 

ahxxA 155 miles frcm silica d^xosits in this WSA. The present 
silica source for APG is near the Nevada border, about the same 
distance as the Ncpah Range in the WSA. The CEMG report shows large 
are^ of "hypothetical resources" for limestone, dolomite and silica 
in the central and southwestern parts of the WSA. BIM 

classification for the potential for occurrence of these resources 
is considered as "moderate" based on these data; a change frm the 
1980 GRA low to unknown potential for occurrence of these resources. 

In 1983, a plan of cperation was filed for placer gold mining in 
the eastern part of the WSA; however, the plan was later withdrawn. 

Urpatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 
Table taken from BIM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CIATM SUITABIE NONSUIT. TOTAL SUITABLE NnKr<=TrrT- TOTAT. 
lode 1 42 43 20 840 860 
Placer 0 56 56 0 2,240 2,240 
Mill Site 0 2 2 0 1 n 1 n 
Tunnel site 0 0 0 0 0 

J.U 
0 

Total 1 100 101 20 3.090 3.110 

Spnmary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

JBpnpact on Wildem^ Values: Existing hi^ quality wilderness 
values will be maintained on the portion of the WSA that is 
reccmmend^ suitable. Currently there is only one mining claim in 
this portion, so there is little likelihood for mineral develcpment. 
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In the porti(xi of the WSA not recxatinended suitable, naturalness, 
cpporti^ties for solitixae, and opportunities for primitive and 
UTKxaifined types of rscreaticxi will be adversely iirpacted frcxn 
mining related activities. Ihere are identified mineral values and 
100 mining claims that encumber over 3,000 acres of the nonsuitable 
portion. Hcwever, impacts will be minimized to the extent possible 
throu^ the CDCA Plcin v^iich stipulated that this cirea be managed 
under lew intensity prescriptiems to protect sensitive resources. 

2. Impact on Minerals; Virb^ly the entire WSA has identified mineral 
potential. Within the suitable porticai, opportunities for 
exploration and develc^xnent will be virtually nonexistent after 
wilderness designation. In the nonsuitable portion, opportunities 
will continue to be available subject to ^licable laws, 
regulations and the lew intensity management prescriptions 
established in the CDCA Plan. 

2- Impact on Wildlife H^itat and Sensitive Plant Species: All of the 
resident she^ habitat and identified sensitive plant species in the 
WSA are located within the portion reccramended for wilderness. Ihe 
habitat will therefore receive permanent protection frem activities 
that ^t^ the natural environment. Opportunities for maintenance 
of existing water sources for the she^ will be available, but may 
be constrained by vehicle use restrictions. 

Adverse impacts to desert tortoise and raptor foraging habitat will 
be virtually nonexistent in the suitable portion. 

Mineral exploration and develcpment will have the potential to 
negatively impact the transient bighorn sheep habitat located within 
the Resting Spring Range, desert tortoise habitat, and any 
unidentified sensitive plant species in the nonsuitable portion. 
Howev^, low intensity management guidelines will help minimize the 
likelihood of significant adverse iirpacts. 

4. Impact on Native American Concerns: Wilderness designation will 
preclude v^cular access to traditional gathering sites within the 
scutecentral portion of the area reccsrimended for wilderness 
designation. Traditional methods of access within the nonsuitable 
portion will not be affected. 

Impact on Management of Wild Horses and Burros; Opportunities will 
not be available for the use of motorized equipment to gather excess 
animals within the portion of the WSA designated wilderness. 

6- Impact on Livestock Management: The Pahrump Valley Grazing 
Allotment is not within the area recemmended suitable for 
wilderness. Therefore, there will be no constraints on the use of 
mechanized equipment for maintenance and develcpment of range 
irrprovements for livestock management. 
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Options for the development of range improvements, in the portion of 
the Borsethief Springs Grazing Allotment within the ireocramended 
suitable portion of the WSA, will be constrained someviiat after 
wilderness designation. 

F. local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussiOTi of this topic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all phases in the develc^ament 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during develc^ament 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; Comments on file addressed the mineral potential 
of the area. Others agreed with the findings in the narrative. 

2. Study Phase; Of the 25 comments received on this WSA, 13 favored 
wilderness designation. Opportunities for primitive recreation were 
said to be particularly good in this WSA. I^ahrunp and Nc^jah Peaks 
were mentioned as prime areas for climbing; both the valley and the 
range systems could be fully appreciated in relatively short 
traverses. The Nc^>ah Range was described as being very rugged with 
some beautiful canyons and cliffs. Views from the tcp of the Nc^jahs 
toward Death Valley and toward the Spring Mountains in Nevada were 
outstanding. Several respondents specified wildlife vhich they felt 
needed protection including tarantulas, hawks, deer, striped 
vhipsnakes, Mojave patch-nosed snakes, z^ra-tailed lizards and red 
racers. Vegetation near springs as well as barrel cacti were noted 
as being unique in the area. Geograjhic and educational values were 
mentioned, and one letter urged protection for a cabin built from 
handhewn logs. Two boundary changes suggested: 1) exclude the 
southern part of the Ncpah Range for mining and roads, and 2) limit 
the Chicago Valley exclusion to those holdings not deemed worthy of 
acquisition and rehabilitation. One letter suggested that the road 
between State Route 127 and 178 should be opened. 

The letters cpposing wilderness designation were mostly concerned 
with existing mines and potential mineral development. Borates, 
saline matericils, and geothermal potential were mentioned. Si^ts 
and sounds from motorized vehicles, mines, roads, and nearby 
community activities were listed as detracting from the area's 
wilderness quality and primitive recreation potentiail. One 
commented, "... all its scenic beauty can be appreciated from the 
road." 
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Two ocarsnents were received throu^ the Public Input Workbook 

(3/15/79). One respondent felt the area should become wilderness to 

protect rare plant species. Ihe second urged reducing the size of 

the wilderness area by moving the boundaries away from the hi^ways. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives i Recommendations for the WSA ranged from 

designating the entire area as Class "M*' (Moderate use) and as an 

Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) to designating the 

entire dorea as suitable for wilderness. The National Outdoor 

Coalition (NOC) a coalition of mining, rocddiounding and off-hi^way 

vehicle groove recxxnmended that the portion of this WSA shown as 

Class C in the Use Alternative should be designated wilderness. A 

large number of coalition members sent in letters and coii^ons 

supporting this position. The Inyo County Board of Supervisors also 

recommended this same area for wilderness. They believed other 

parts of the WSA were needed for mining and agriculture. 

Conservation groups sij^ported wilderness designation for the entire 
WSA. Many letters echoed this point of view. 

4. Proposed Plan; There were practically no specific comments on this 

particular WSA in response to the Proposed Plan. Motorized vehicle 

groups and conservation organizations maintained the same positions 

stated for the Draft Plan Alternative, as did the Inyo County Board 
of Supervisors. 

5. 1982 Plan Amendments: In 1982, the Inyo County Board of 

Sipervisors preposed two amendments to change the wilderness 

recommendation to unsuitable for two areas vhich were believed to 

have mineral potential. The first amendment addressed an area of 

three square miles near the Shaw Mine, to be changed to Class L 

(limited use). The second amendment preposed changing the Resting 

brings Area portion of the WSA to Class M (moderate use). The 
amendments were approved. 

The two amendments were treated together by almost all respondents, 

with 223 cppx>sed and nine in favor. 

exponents of the preposed change to a nonsuitable recommendation 

included 11 different conservation-oriented organizations vho 

emphasized the need for mineral surveys by the U.S. Geological 

Survey, and recommended deferment of consideration of amendments 

until those surveys had been completed. They requested protection 

for habitat in the Nepah Range for bi^om she^, eagles, and other 

wildlife. One respondent mentioned that several unusual cactus 

gardens are present in the Shaw Mine Region. Comments on the 

Resting Springs area urged the protection of cultural resources, 

scenic resources, and siperior saitples of desert pjavement. 

Proponents of the amendments included three off-hi^way vehicle and 

rockhounding organizations. They gave no specific reasons for their 
pxDsition. 
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The State of California Tancte Ccsnmission stated that the new 

reocnimendaticxi for the Resting Springs Area mi^t facilitate access 

to some inholdings which the State either owns or retains the 

mineral ri^ts. The State D^jartment of Parks and Recreation, 

Office of Historic PreservatiOTi, recommended against the ameninents 

until cultural resources data could be completed and documentation 

provided cxi ocnpliance with procedures of the Advisory Council on 

Historic Preservation and the COCA Programmatic Memorandum of 

Agreement. The State of California Resources Agency exposed the 

Shaw Mine amendment due to impacts on the bi^om she^ in the area; 

they opposed the Resting Springs Area change because it would reduce 

protecticMi of densely concentrated cultural resources and bi^om 

she^. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service exposed both amendments 

because of detrimentcil effects on bi^om she^. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

NO PAH 

LEGAL 

PARCEL 

No. 

DESCRIPTION 

TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

1 21N. BE. 16 SBM 640 1 

2 21N. 9E. 16 SBM 600 1 

3 22N. BE. 16 SBM 640 1 

4 22N. BE. 36 SBM 640 1 

5 22N. 9E. 16 SBM 240 1 

6 23N. BE. 16 SBM 640 1 

7 23N. BE. 36 SBM 640 1 

RANGE WSA (CDCA-150) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

PRESENTLY PREFERRED 

SURFACE 

ESTATE 

SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE 

FEDERAL PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 

STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE 

STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE 

STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE 

STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE 

STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE 

ESTIMATED I 
COST OF |{ 

ACQUISITION 1 

LAND PROCESSINli 

COSTS COSTS 

($1000) ($1000) 

N/A 4.0 

15.0 0.B5 

N/A 4.0 

N/A 4.0 

N/A 4.0 

N/A 4.0 

N/A 4.0 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefort 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. i 
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SCXnH WOPAH RANGE WTTnKRWRRS STOPy AREA CVSA) 

(CDCA-15QA) 

1. THE glUDY AREA —- 6,626 acres 

The South Nc^)ah Range WSA is located in Inyo County within the northeastern 

portion of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The small 

community of Tecopa is three miles to the west. The WSA includes 5,759 

acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of land Management 

(BLM), 647 acres owned by the State of California and 220 acres of private 

land (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

f 

The northern boundary of this triangular WSA is the Old Spanish Trails 

Midway. The southern boundary first follows an access road to the 

Gunsight Mine and then traverses through the Ncpah Range Mountains, 

avoiding patented mining claims. The eastern boundary is a gravel road. 

The area is composed primarily of mountains and alluvicQ. fans (bajada). 

Elevations vary from 1,490 to 4,238 feet. The dominant feature is the 

southern portion of the Ncpah Range. The range is rugged and folded with 

color striations throu^out, composed of Precambrian and Cambrian 

sedimentary rociks. The western bajada of the South Nc^>ah Range WSA is 

comprised of a moderately lew, rolling sl(^)e that appears li^t gray-brewn, 

becoming lifter toward the valley floor. The eastern portion of the WSA 

contains portions of California Valley. The vegetative composition of the 

area includes a typical creosote bush shrub assemblage that ejdiibits some 

variability based ijpon elevation. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 

Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 

Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 

use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 

included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECCMffilTOTIC^ AND RATTONATE - 0 acres recommended for 

wilderness 

5,759 BIM acres recommended 

for nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the South Nopah Range WSA. The 

entire acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. 

Future activities in the area will be controlled by a cojhbination of low and 

moderate intensity management as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. This 

recommendation will be irrplemented in a manner which will use all practical 

means to avoid or minimize environmental iirpacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 

outlined in the CDCA Plan. 
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The hi^ potential energy ai^ minercLL resources of the WSA are of much 

greater value th^ the significance of the area as wilderness. Designation 

of tl^ area as wilderness woi^d not ocaitribute any additional unique or 

distinct featur^ to the National Wilderness Preservation S^^tem. Other 

WSAs in the California Desert that are recontnended suitable offer a much 

more extensive diverse r^resentaticxi of desert wilderness values. 

Ihere are approximately 11 miles of routes of travel including primitive 

ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of access vMch will remain 
available for vehicular use. 

The WSA abuts the Tecopa Mining District vhich produced $54 million worth of 

gold, silver, lead, copper and zinc. The hi^ potential mineralized rock 
units for these five minerals continues into the WSA. The entire WSA also 

has a moderate potential for geothermal resources. Three hot springs are 

located within six miles of the WSA. The western third of the WSA has a 
high potential for geothermal resources. 

The eastern quarter of the area has moderate potential for oil and gas 

resources. Oteer portions of the WSA also contain moderate potentials for 

dolcsnite, silica, sodium and potassium. Along the northern border of the 

a^, tee California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has 

historically mined sand and gravel for maintenance of tee State hitewav 
system. 

Almost 850 acres of tee WSA are encumbered with mining claims viiich are 

concentrated in tee areas of hi^ mineral potential. Given tee history of 

tee Tecopa Mining Distrirt, tee likelihood for a major discovery anc3/or 
valid existing mineral rights is considered to be extremely hi^. 

The inholding owned by tee State of California contains moderate potential 

for dolomite and geoteermal resources. State lands are managed with tee 

intent of producing inccmie. Full mineral develcpment of this land would 

adversely nrpact wilderness values in tee northern portion of tee WSA. 

The wildlife and vegetative resources within tee area are typical of tee 

surrounding desert. The area contains no unusual plants or State or 

Federally listed thrmtened or endangered plant or animal species. A plant 

eligible for State listing may be located within tee WSA. However, there is 

document^ evidence to sipport this assertion. The WSA is also adjacent 
to desert bi^om she^ habitat and may receive some use. 

The WSA contains an area of hi^i cultural resource sensitivity and 

r^resents traditionally used land of tee Panamint Shoshone, Southern Ute, 

River Chemehu^i, Southern Chemehuevi, and Mohave. A portion of tee WSA is 

within tee Chicago Valley Wild Horse and Burro Herd Management Area. The 

entire Herd Management Area sipports approximately 30 wild horses and 72 
burros. 

The WSA would be best managed and maintained under nonwildemess and a 

combination of lew and moderate intensity management guidelines as 

prescribed in tee CDCA Plan. The vast mineral and energy wealth of tee area 

could be explored and utilized without sacrifice of desert resources. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 

BIM (surface and subsurface) 5,759 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 547 

Private 220 

6,626 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BLM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
^lit Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Reccanmended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccaiimended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 5,759 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 5,759 

3* CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVETOPING THE WILDERNESS RE0CX1MENDATIQNS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The WSA has retained its primeval condition and 
generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of 
nature, with the uiprint of man's work substantially unnoticeable. 
Ten miles of existing routes of travel, primarily on the western 
bajada, do detract from the area's naturalness. The Ncpah Range 
Mountains have long been known for their scenic qualities. 
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2. Solitude; Portions of the WSA provide outstanding opportunities for 
solitude. The terrain and vegetative variety provide areas vhere a 
sense of isolation and seclusion are available. The mountains 
generally screen the evidences of extensive mining activity just 
across the southern border of the WSA. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; The rugged mountains and 
bajadas provide c^^rtunities for freedom of movement, varied 
terrain and vistas in which to hike, backpack, and enjoy nature. 
The relatively small size of the WSA limits the c^portunities for 
extended primitive recreation e>5)eriences. 

4. Special Features; The WSA is adjacent to permanent desert bi^om 
she^ habitat in the northern portion of the Ncpah Range Mountains 
and may receive some infrequent use. The desert bi^om is a BIM 
sensitive species. The WSA does contain the correct environmental 
parameters to si:5port habitat for the ivory-spined agave (Agave 
utahensis var. eborispina), a plant eligible for State listing. 
However, no specimens have actually been collected from within the 
WSA. Otdierwise, there are no special features. The landforms, 
ecological diversity, and geological features are not unusual, they 
are typical of features common throughout the surrounding deserts 
and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This WSA contains 5,759 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. The South Ncpah Range WSA 
would not increase the diversity of the types of ecosystems 
r^resented in the National Wilderness Preservation System. This 
ecosystem is represented in other WSAs within the CDCA that are 
recxxnmended suitable for wilderness designation. 
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Table 2 - Efcosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
Eomin/Provinoe/IW 

NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
areas acres areas acres 

NATICmEDE 

Ainerican Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 

117 4,262,150 

88 3,648,346 

Expandincf the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day’s driving time (five hours) of manor population 
centers; Ihe WSA is within a five-hour drive of five major 
pofxilation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acresage of 
designated areas and BLM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
pc^xilation centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness C^portunities for Residents 

of Major Peculation Centers 

Peculation NWPS areas Other BLM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. ^lai^im the qeoqra]:±iic distribution of wilderness areas: Ihe WSA 
is within 50 air miles of ten BIM WSAs recemmended for wilderness 
designation, three of vhich are located in the State of Nevada. Ihe 
closest designated wilderness area is Domeland Wilderness, 
administered by Sequoia National Forest, 120 miles east of the WSA. 
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C. Manaaeabil itv 

The South Nopah Range WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, several 
significant issues have a hi^ potential to complicate manageability of 
the cirea for wilderness. Maintenance of the wilderness integrity of the 
entire WSA into the foreseeable future would be hard to assure. 

The WSA and surrounding area has a long and intense history of minercil 
exploration and development. The entire area contains at least moderate 
potentials for geothermal resources as well as hi^ or moderate 
potenticds for oil and gas, gold, cqpper, lead, zinc, silver, dolomite, 
silica, sodium, potassium, and sand and gravel. Twenty-seven mining 
claims encumber portions of the WSA. Full-sccile development of any of 
valid mining claims would adversely impact wilderness values in 
significant portions of the entire WSA. Access requirements for such 
development would result in similar impacts. 

Any development and access requirements for the State inholding would 
also seriously impair the ability to manage the area for maintenance of 
its wilderness values. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Enercrv and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Known at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Reccgnmendation: The South Ncpah Range WSA is in the BIM 
Resting Spring Range Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) Resource Area 
(GRA). BIM G-E-M data in the wilderness section of the Desert Plan 
EIS (Volume B, ;^p)endix III) in 1980 indicated that the boundaries 
of this WSA barely excluded the Teccpa (Shoshone) Mining District 
vhich produced $54 million worth of gold, silver, lead, cc^per, and 
zinc. The mineralized rock units continue into the WSA. The 
hipest potential for lead, silver, and zinc is in the Noonday 
Dolomite in the western half of the WSA. Cojpier may occur in 
Precambrian and Cambrian metasediments east and west of the Noonday 
outcrcp)s. The carbonate members of Cambrian-age rock formations had 
been identified by the California Division of Mines and Geology 
(CCM3), Bulletin 194, as having potential for economic deposits of 
limestone and dolomite. There was also potential for talc in the 
western rocky parts of the WSA. Similar units were known to have 
hosted talc near Teccp>a Pass to the south and in other ranges to the 
south and to the west. The western alluvial parts of the WSA had 
been classified in 1978 by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) as 
prospectively valuable for sodium and geothermal energy. Also 
identified was a potential for borates near Resting Spring, just 
north of the WSA. The USGS had rated the eastern alluvial area as 
favorable for oil and gas. The EIS summary stated this may be part 
of the Overthrust Belt, however, the EIS mistakingly states that 
there has been production of oil and gas from the Overthrust Belt in 
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adjacent states. The EIS identifies a potenticil for radioactive 
miner^ization in the older cdluvium at the east end of Emigrant 
Pass in the northeastern part of the WSA. 

Tt^ 1980 cm file and r^rt supports the EIS statements on mineral 
potential of the WSA. The GRA classified an area in the western 
h^f of the WSA as having hi^ potential for the occurrence of lead, 
silver, zu^, copper, and gold based on past production from the 
Teccpja Mining District to the south in the same formations. Also, 
there is a known cc^jper occurrence (and possible past production)' 
within this high potential area. The cm report classified a large 
area in the mountainous central part of the WSA as having low 
potential for the occurrence of limestone and dolcsndte based on 
known oocunrences. A scmiev^t smaller area was identified as having 
lew potential for the occurrence of silica (quartzite) resourx^es 
based on known occurrence. The G9A report and file classified the 
eastern and western portions (lew a2reas of alluvium) of the WSA as 
having moderate potential for the occurrence of sodium. A smaller 
area along the western edge of the WSA was classified as having 
moderate potential for the occurrence of sodium and potassium 
on a 1978 uses prospectively valuable (PV) classification and past 
production of sodium borate from a spring five miles to the 
i^rteeast during the period from 1882 to 1890. The GERA report 
indicat^ that all but the eastern edge of the WSA had been 
classified as a potential geothermal resource area (PGERA) by the 
USGS. Three hot springs - Tecopa, Chappo, and Resting (three miles, 
one telf of a mile, ^ six miles from the WSA, respectively) were 
considered direct evidence for geothermal energy. The western part 
of the WSA, \4iich is with^ a volcanic basin, was classified in the 
G^ ^ having hi^ potential. The eastern part of the WSA vtiich is 
within a less favorable area (Cambrian rocks) was rated as having 
moderate potential for the occurrence of geothermal resources. The 
eastern part of the WSA was classified as having moderate potential 
for the occurrence of oil and gas based on the 1978 classification 
by the USGS as prospectively valuable and its location on the 
western edge of the Overthrust Belt. 

2* Summary of Sicpiificant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
teliminary Suitability Reconmendation Which Should be Considered in 
tee Final Recommendation: No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines mineral 
survey was cample^ for this WSA because it is recemmended 
nonsuitable for wilderness designation. However, a mineral 
potential assessment of tee Stewart Valley Quadrangle, ei^t miles 
to tee i^rte, was done by tee CEM3 (1986, Mineral land 

Clarification of tee.. .Stewart Valley.. .Ouadrancfle. Invo County. 
California, C^jen File R^xDrt 86-10 SAC). 

The Precambrian to Silrian-age rocks, similar to those in tee WSA 
were identified as having hypothetical resources of dolcanite, tee 
equivalent of a BIM mteerate potential for occurrence classification 
under tee BIM classification system. This is an upgrade of tee 1980 
GRA low potential classification. In 1987, plans were announced by 
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APG Inciustries, the nation's second largest glass maker, to build a 
major plant in the Victorville area, about 155 miles frcxn silica 
d^xDsits in this VJSA. The present silica source for APG is near the 
Nevada border, about the same distance as the Nc^^ah Range in the 
WSA. Accordingly, the BIM classification for dolcanite and silica is 
shown as "moderate" on the accompanying mineral potential map. 

The 1983 North of Tecopa Pass 7.5 minute quadrangle shews two borrow 
pits for aggregate extraction not shewn on the 15 minute Tecepa 
quadrangle of 1950. The pits are located next to the Old Spanish 
Trail Hi^iway (maintained by Inyo County) at the northern edge of 
the WSA. Therefore, tMs area is shewn on the accompanying map as 
having a moderate potential for the occurrence of sand and gravel 
resources. 

Unpatented lode and placer mining claims are located within the 
southern portion of the WSA. Urpatented mining claims in the WSA 
are summarized in the following table, taken frem BLM mineral 
records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUTEABIE NC»JSUIT. TOTAL SUITABLE NONSUIT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 12 12 N/A 240 240 
Placer N/A 15 15 N/A 600 600 
Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 27 27 N/A 840 840 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Noise, surface disturbance and access 
requirements for mineral and energy exploration and develcpment will 
negatively inpact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. Identified mineral and energy 
resources, at moderate and hi^ potential levels, blanket the entire 
WSA. Military aircraft engaged in low-level maneuvers will continue 
to momentarily disnpt solitude. 

2. Impact on Mineral and Enerep/ Development: Opportunities for 
exploration and development of minerals and energy will continue to 
be available subject to applicable laws, regulations and the lew and 
moderate intensity management guidelines established in the CDCA 
Plan. Caltrans will be able to fully develop the sand and gravel 
reserves for use in maintenance of the hi^ways. 
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3. Impact on Native American Concerns and CXiltural Resource Values; 
These sensitive resources will continue to receive protection by 
applicable laws and regulations. The lew intensity land use 
prescription for a portion of the WSA will further reduce the 
likelihood for adverse impacts to known cultural sites. 
Opportunities will to be available for traditional access to Native 
American collection sites. 

4. Impact on Potential Desert Bicdiom Sheep and Sensitive Plant 
Habitat: Without the development of additional waters, there is 
little likelihood that she^ will ever inhabit the WSA on a 
permanent basis. When, and if the ivory-spined agave is formally 
State listed, surveys will be conducted to locate the plant and then 
^propriate measures taken to protect the habitat. 

5. Impact on Management of Wild Horses and Burros: Opportunities will 
continue to be available for the use of mechanized equipment to 
control pcpulation numbers within the carrying capacity of the land. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local socicil or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this tcpic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Ccanments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all p^iases in the develcpment 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Ihase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Most comments addressed evidence of mining and 
access roads. A few referred to wilderness qualities. 

2. Study Phase: Nine comments were received on this WSA. Six exposed 
and three favored further study for this area. Those letters 
exposing wilderness stated that there is evidence of extensive past 
and present mining activity in this area, along with numerous access 
roads. The area was said to be dotted with talc mines. Respondents 
listed several factors which they believe interfere with wilderness 
quality: military bases several miles distant, the town of Tecepa, 
off-hi^way vdiicle use, the noise from trucks on Hwy 127, and the 
sound of Icw-level flyovers by aircraft from George Air Force Base. 
They stated that there was little epportunity for solitude of 
primitive recreation in the presence of the above detractions. 
Recreationists wanted the area epen for carping by recreationists 
using the Dumont Dunes. 
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wilderness prcponents nentioned scenic quality and protection of 
wildlife. One respondent preposed consolidation this WSA with the 
Nopah Meuntains, Resting Springs Range, Greenwater Range and Valley, 
and Eagle Mountain into one vast wilderness area with both geologic 
and physiographic integrity. Ihe area was said to provide 
cxitstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives: Most coanments were general in nature, with 
few ^ecific references to this WSA. The Sierra Club, the Audubon 
Society, and the Wilderness Society reccanmended wilderness 
designation for this area. This position was in agreement with the 
Protection Alternative. Many individuals wrote ccaranents supporting 
this recoanmendation. In contrast, the National CXitdoor Coalition 
(NOC), a coalition of mining, rocichounding, and off-hi^way vehicle 
groups, distributed its own alternative map. It shewed a multiple 
use designation of Class M, medium use, for this area. This 
reccmimendation was in agreement with the Use, the Balanced, and the 
No Action Alternatives. This position was sipported by a large 
number of clubs and individuals throu^ letters and coupons. The 
County of Inyo opposed further wilderness study for WSA 150A and 
favored the Use Alternative, of Class M, this area. The County 
stated that the Bureau had not considered mineral resources or the 
arable lands in the Chicago Valley in writing the Draft Plan. 

4. Proposed Plan: The Proposed Plan's recesnmendation of Class M for 
this area was opposed by conservationists, most of vhom wanted a 
wilderness designation. NOC and other wilderness opponents 
approved. 
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ERHHDMP VATIPy WTriTO^ESS gTOPg AREA fWSA) 

(0X3^-154) 

1. THE glUDY AREA - 36,058 acres 

The Pahrunp Valley WSA is located in San Bernardino and Inyo Counties 
within the northeastern portion of the California Desert Conservation Area 
(CDCA). The conirnunity of Tecopa is 25 miles to the west. The WSA includes 
34,289 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and 1,769 acres owned by the State of CEilifomia (see Map 1 
and Table 1). 

The northern and eastern boundary of the WSA is the "Old Traction Road." 
This road was originally built to haul borax from mines in Death Valley. 
The southern boundary follows the Jr^iter Mine access road and then goes 
north for afproximately one mile before it turns due west, following no 
specific tc^XDgraphic features. The western boundary coincides with an 
access road for approximately three miles before it angles northeasterly 
cilong the bottom of a gravel wash. 

The WSA includes a northern portion of the Kingston Range and portions of 
California, Mesquite, and Pahrurnp Valleys. The area contains approximately 
55% hills, 30% alluvial fans, 8% dissected fans, 5% hi^ily dissected fans, 
and 2% p)eiLments. The Kingston Range is rugged, with many canyons. The 
east- and north-facing bajadas of the range have moderate slcpes, with many 
winding washes. Vegetation is ccanposed of grasses, yucca, cacti, Joshua 
trees, and mixed desert shrub sp)ecies. The valleys are predominately desert 
shrubs. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Fined. Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan; protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in Appendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECOMMENDATION AND RATTQNATF- 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

34,289 acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Pahrurnp Valley WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. Under this 
recommendation, future activities in the area will be controlled by moderate 
intensity management as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. This recommendation 
will be irrplemented in a manner vhich will use all practiced, means to avoid 
or minimize environmental inpacts. 
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The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 

The ability to ej^lore and develop the area's mineral and energy reserves is 
of greater significance than the VcLLue of the cirea as wilderness. Scenic 
qualities are considered second-rate primarily because of lack of color and 
line contrasts. Designation of the area as wilderness would not contribute 
any additicaial unique or distinct features to the Nationcil Wilderness 
Preservation System. Other WSAs in the Californian Desert that are recan- 
mended suitable offer a much more extensive and diverse r^resentation of 
desert wilderness values. There are c^roximately 16 miles of routes of 
travel including primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of 
access v^ch will remain available for vehicular use. 

The Pahruirp Valley WSA and surrounding area has long been recognized for its 
known and potenticil minercil and energy values. The northeast part of the 
WSA has moderate potenticil for the occurrence of oil and gas. Moderate 
potential zones for the occurrence of limestone/dolonite and silica 
resoirces are scattered throu^out the entire area. An area in the southern 
part of the WSA has moderate potenticils for the occurrence of silver, lead, 
zinc, and ccpper. Althou^ the WSA itself contains no historic mines, other 
portions of the Kingston Range just across the southern border have had past 
producing mines. 

The entire area is rather nondescript. Opportunities for solitude and 
primitive and unconfined types of recreation are available but not 
outstanding. The wildlife and vegetative resouirces within the area are 
typiccil of the surrounding desert. The area contains no unusual plants or 
State or Federally listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. 
The western two thirds of the WSA lies within the Horsethief Springs Grazing 
Allotment. A pipeline, windmill, and several trou^is are located within the 
south-central portion of the area. The area contains no significant 
cultuTcil resource values or Native American concerns. 

The WSA would be best managed and maintained under nonwildemess and 
moderate intensity management guidelines as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. 
The minercil wealth of the area could be fully develcped without the 
sacrifice of desert resources. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 34,289 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 1,769 
Private 0 

Total 36,058 

Within the Reccanmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BLM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA)  0 

Total BIM Land Reccanmended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccanmended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 34,289 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Reccanmended for Wilderness 34,289 

3. CRITERIA OC^SIDERED IN DEVELOPING THE WILDERNESS REOCMMENDATK^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The WSA is characterized by mountains, enclosed 
valleys, and bajadas that are essentially void of human intrusions. 
Several four-vheel drive routes, grandfathered range iirprovements, 
and mining scars impact the interior of the WSA. 

2. Solitude; Opportunities for solitude are available. The mountains 
and intimate canyons would allow visitors to experience the feeling 
of isolation. On the bajadas, lack of vegetative screening and 
tcpographic diversity would reduce cpportunities. 
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This WSA is pericxiLccilly overflcwn by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taJcing place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic teirporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a p>art of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The rugged mountains and 
canyons lend themselves to such activities as baclqpacking, ppeak 
climbing, day hiking, and nature study. However, the large number 
of existing routes of travel and the grandfathered range 
improvements do have a limiting affect. 

4. Special Features; There are no special features. The landforms, 
ecologiccil diversity, and geologiccil features are not unusual, they 
are typiccil of features common throu^out the surrounding deserts 
and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems: The Pahrump Valley WSA would not 
increase the diversity of the typpes of ecosystems represented in the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. The WSA contains 34,289 
acres of the American Desert/Creosote Bush (Larrea) ecosystem, 
v\hich is well r^resented in other WSAs that are recommended 
suitable for wilderness designation in the CDCA. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
Dcmain/Province/FNV 

NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
areas acres areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

1 343,753 

CALIFORNIA 

1 343,753 

117 4,233,620 

88 3,619,816 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of three major 
pxppulation centers. Table 3 summarises the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BLM study areas within a five-hour drive 
of the pxpulation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pc^xilation Centers 

Pc^xilation NWPS areas Other BLM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Bcilancincr the aeocnrardiic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of nine BLM WSAs recommended for wilderness 
designation, three of vhich are located in the state of Nevada. The 
closest designated wilderness area is Joshua Tree Wilderness, 
administered by Joshua Tree National Monument, 120 miles south of 
the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

The Pahrump Valley WSA is manageable as wilderness. Hcwever, several 
significant issues have a hi^ potential to complicate manageability of 
the area for wilderness. 

The WSA and its surrounding area has a long and intense history of 
mineral ejqjloration and develc^snent. The area contains Joiown energy and 
mineral values. Full-scale develc^mient of any of the valid mining 
claims has a hi^ potential to impact wilderness values in significant 
portions of the entire WSA. Access requirements for such development 
would result in similar impacts. 

The WSA also contains inholdings cwned by the State of California, 
portions of vhich contain identified mineral potentials. These lands 
are managed to produce income for the State. Any mineral use, 
develcpnnent, and associated access requirements would very liicely not be 
compatible with wilderness values. 

The grandfathered range inprovements are located in the central portion 
of the WSA. Such improvements include a windmill, pipeline, and 
troughs. EUe to the location and placement of these facilities, neces¬ 
sary monthly access and maintenance requirements may pose some threats 
to the marginal wilderness values in the area. 

Military overflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 
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D. Enejxfv and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Khc^ at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recxmtmendation: The Pahrurrp Valley WSA (CDCA-154) is 
located in the BIM Kingston Range Geology-Energy-41inerals (G-E-M) 
Resource Area (GRA). BIM G-E^ data in the wilderness portion of 
the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, ^pendix III) indicated in 1980 that 
mineral resource data for this WSA had not been fully analyzed, 
integrated, and interpreted. Hcwever, it did state that this WSA 
had possible potential for the occurrence of tcilc in the southern 
part and for sodium, oil, and gas along the northern and eastern 
edges. The Vulcan Mine, located just adjacent to the southern 
margin of the WSA, was an active tcilc mine. On December 12, 1979, 
six unpatented mining claims were kncwn to be recorded with the BIM 
in the WSA. 

The 1980 GRA files indicated hi^ potential for the occurrence of 
talc in the southern part of the WSA. This was based on a favorable 
geologic environment extending frcsn past producers south of the WSA. 
The GRA files also shewed two moderate potential zones for the 
occurrence of limestone/dolomite resources in the northeastern part 
of the WSA based on known occurrences. An area in the southern peurh 
of the WSA was classified as having moderate potential for the 
occuinrence of silver, lead, zinc, and cc^per based on several known 
occurrences, reported showings (at the Jipiter Mine about one mile 
south of the WSA), anomalous geochemical values, and minor toned 
anomalies in association with favorable rock types (copper stains 
and quartz veins in dolomite of the Noonday and Johnnie formations). 
The northeastern part of the WSA was identified as having moderate 
potential for the ocxurrence of oil and gas based on the 1978 U.S. 
Geologioal Survey (USGS) classification as "prospectively valuable" 
within the overthrust belt. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which should be Considered in 
the Final Recommendation; No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines mineral 
survey was ccmpleted for this WSA because it is recommended 
nonsuitable for wilderness designation. New data is provided by the 
California Division of Mines and Geology (CCMG) Open File Report 
85-15IA Mineral Land Classification of the Northern Portion of the 
Kingman 1x2 deerree cajadranale... (1987). This report shews that the 
talc zones stop short of the southern boundary of the WSA. There¬ 
fore, the potential for the oocurrence of talc in the WSA is 
(considered low using the BIM mineral classificcation system. The 
boundary of the moderate potential zone for silver, lead, zinc, and 
copper, in the s<outhem part of the WSA is cdianged from the 1980 GRA 
boundary to the moderate potential boundary defined by the CCMS. In 
addition, the moderate potential zone for the cxxurrence of (copper 
in the western part of the WSA has also been redesigned to conform 
to the CEMG boundary. The CCMG r^xort also shews moderate potenticLL 
zones (under the ELM mineral resource classification system) for the 
0(ccurrence of limestone/dolcxnite and silica resources scattered 
across the WSA. 
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The Gold Eagle Mining Co. filed a plan of c^jerations (CA MC 55572) 
for gold esqjloration in 1984 for exploration trenching in the 
northwest part of the WSA. 

Urpatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 
table taken from BIM mineral records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUITABLE NOISUIT. TOTAL SUITABLE LOJSUrr. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 4 4 N/A 80 80 
Placer N/A 3 3 N/A 120 120 
Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 7 7 N/A 200 200 

E. Summary of Environmentcil Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Noise, surface disturbance and access 
requirements for mineral and energy exploration and develc^xnent will 
negatively irrpact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. Identified mineral and energy 
potenticLLs are spread throu^out the entire WSA. Any additional 
range improvements for livestock management will also adversely 
impact wilderness values. 

2. Impact on Mineral and Energy Exploration and Development; 
Opportunities for e:q)loration and develc^xnent of minerals and energy 
will continue to be available subject to applicable laws, 
regulations and the moderate intensity management guidelines 
established in the CDCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Livestock Grazing; Consistent with CDCA Plan guidelines, 
c^^rtunities will continue to be available for develcpnnent and 
maintenance of range improvements for livestock management. 

F. local Socicil and Economic Considerations 

No IocclL social or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this tcpic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Ccmments 

Public conments were solicited throu^out all phases in the develqpment 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during develcpment 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; Some comments listed areas whioh were viewed as 
unsuitable for wilderness because of roads and mining activities. 
Others stated that large porticHis of the ctrea fulfilled the 2(c) 
criteria of the Wilderness Act and were eligible for further study. 
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2. Study Phase: Of the 26 oanments received on this WSA, a large 
majority (22) si^^ported wilderness for a large portion of this aiea. 
Many respondents requested that this WSA be given consideration for 
wilderness, since they thou^t it fulfilled the requirements for 
solitude and opportunities for primitive recreation, including 
hiking, nature study, horseback riding, and hunting. Seme 
mentioned the area's contiguity with large, public land holdings in 
Nevada as a factor adding to the area's wilderness potential. 

The letters opposing wilderness designation were concerned about 
access and mineral production. Tcilc mining and its access roads 
were discussed. Grazing concerns were also noted. Mine sites, 
roads, and motorized vehicle activity were mentioned as detracting 
from the area's wilderness potential. 

Four comments were received in response to the Public Irput 
Vforkbook. Two requested a change in the WSA boundaries to permit 
continued mining. One exposed wilderness since it would interfere 
with access for scientific and ecological studies. A fourth comment 
urged that the area receive wilderness classification to protect 
its ecological values. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives: There were few comments specific to WSA 
154 in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, this WSA 
was one of those exposed by the National CXitdoor Coalition, a 
coalition of mining, rcckhounding, and off-highway vehicle grxx^js. 
A large number of club members sent in printed forms supporting a 
multiple use classification of moderate use for this area; this 
classification was proposed by the Balanced Alternative. 
Wilderness proponents and conservation organizations supported no 
alternative but wanted more wilderness than that offered in the 
Protection Alternative. The County of Inyo Board of Supejrvisors 
epposed wilderness in this area because of its mineral potenticil, so 
they supported the Balanced Alternative. 

4. Proposed Plan: There were no specific comments on this WSA in 
response to the PrcpxDsed Plan. Motorized vehicle organizations, 
conservation groups, and the County of Inyo maintained the same 
positions as they did for the Draft Plan Alternatives. 
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CWTfMEAn MJUWERINS WG iffi srropy area (wsa) 

(CDCA-156) 

1. IHE STUDY AREA. - 132,908 acres 

The CX/lshead Mountains VJSA is located along the north San Bernardino County 

line within the north central portion of the California Desert Conservation 

Area (CDCA). Ihe WSA is approximately 60 miles north of Barstow and is 

accessible from Interstate Midway 15 via State Hi^way 127 and Usorry Wade 

Road. Ihe WSA includes 125,339 acres of public land managed by the Bureau 

of Land Management (BLM) and 7,569 acres owned by the State of California 

(see Map 1 and Table 1). 

The WSA is bounded to the east and north by administratively endorsed 

wilderness in Death Valley National Monument (DVNM). The northern border is 

the San Bemardino-Inyo County line. The western boundary is the China Lake 

Naval Weapons Center and private land. The southern boundary is the 

National Training Center at the Fort Irwin Military Reservation. The 

southeastern boundary consists of topographic lines and portions of access 

roads to a microwave facility and the Black Magic Mines. 

The area is oharacterized by rugged mountains whioh border two interior 

valleys, each of vhich contains a dry laJce. Elevations range from 1,695 feet 

to 4,988 feet. The mountains take the form of three north-south trending 

ranges that converge to the north of the WSA. The ranges on the east and 

west appear metamorphic in nature, vhile the middle range shows a volcanic 

influence. Three plant assemblages are represented in the area; the Mojave 

creosote bush scrub v^ch is located on alluvial slcpes, the blackbush scrub 

which is located in similar areas, and the Jfojave saltbush scrub vhich is 

found primarily around dry lake beds. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal land Policy and 

Management Act (FLEMA). Four altematies were analyzed in the Draft and 

Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 

use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 

included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECCMiENDATTC^ AND RATTONATF- 129,319 acres recommended for 

wilderness 

3,427 BIM acres recommended for 

nonwildemess 

Partial-wilderness (approximately 97% suitable) is the recommendation for the 

CX/lshead Mountains WSA. The other 3,427 acres in this WSA recommended 

nonsuitable are released for uses other than wilderness. In addition to the 

Federal acreage reccanmended for wilderness, BIM recommends that 7,407 acres 

of State land be acquired through exchange or purchase and designated as 

wilderness. With acquisition of these inholdings, a total of 129,319 acres 

are recommended for wilderness. Appendix 1 lists all inholdings and provides 

additional information on their acquisition. This recommendation will be 

implemented in a manner vhich will use all practical means to avoid or 

minimize environmental inpacts. 
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The Bcilanoed Alternative is the environmentally preferable cLLtemative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 

Only the extreme southeast portion of the WSA is not recxaonmended for 
designation as wilderness. This area has mining scars and due to its 
configuration, a lack of q^portunities for solitude and primitive and 
unconfined recreation. Land uses in the nonsuitable portion of the WSA will 
be controlled by low intensity management guidelines as prescribed in the 

CDCA Plan. 

The suitable portion of the WSA illustrates wilderness character that 
exenplifies the criteria established in Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 
1964. The WSA is characterized by rugged mountains and intrusion-free basins 
containing dry lake beds. The c^portunities for solitude and primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation, as well as the WSA's naturalness are 
outstanding to the point of far outweighing alternative uses of the area. 

The WSA is pristine in character. A maintained dirt road to a microwave 
facility is the only road that penetrates into the WSA. The facility and 
access road are cherry stemmed, but do not detract from the primevcil character 
of the WSA. Because wilderness values are so significant, the suitability 
recommendation will preclude any further vehicular use of approximately 30 
miles of primitive access routes of travel. 

The tcpograf^y is varied and scenic, providing outstanding opportunities for 
primitive and unconfined types of recreation. Diversity of land forms and 
the area's large size combine to create seemingly unlimited areas of 
isolation and seclusion throui^out the entire WSA. Opportunities include 
physically challenging activities such as backpacking, p)eak climbing in the 
Owlshead Mountains, nature studying, and photography, esp)ecially in and 
around CVl and Lost dry lakes and Quail Spring. 

Significant scenic values within the WSA include stark, vhite, dry lake beds 
with orange, tan, and gray jagged mountains forming a backdrcp. In addition, 
a sp)ectacular vista of the Amargosa River drainage and Death Valley, provides 
outstanding opportunities for photography. 

Currently the WSA receives low recreational use including small game hunting, 
rockhounding, day hiking and nature study. The primary use is associated 
with rxxddiounding and the search for the Owlshead sagenite agate, banded 
agate and nodules. Vehicle access to some of the traditional rock 
collection areas will be lost as a result of wilderness designation. 
However, the cherrystemmed road to the micrcwave facility makes most of the 
collection sites within walking distance. 

The west-central portion of the WSA is a historic collection site for Native 
Americans. Wilderness designation will necessitate foot access from the 
cherrystemmed road. Very little of the Os^lshead Mountains have been 
inventoried to locate cultural resource sites, and consequently few sites are 
known. The Cwl Dry Lalce area appears to be very sensitive with identified 
lithic quarry sites. 
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Two BIM sensitive species, the desert bi^om she^ and desert tortoise, are 
known to be present. The western one quarter of the VJSA is within the Slate 
Range Wild Burro Herd Management Area. Wilderness designation may somevhat 
complicate herd management. Quail Spring, vhich is located in the southern 
portion of the WSA, is particularly noted for its riparian habitat and 
variety of avifauna. Wild burros also water at the spring. 

The majority of the suitable portion has no identified mineral values. 
However, portions do have a high potential for iron and manganese and 
moderate potentials for cc^^Der, gold, lead, silver, zeolites and zinc (See 
Map 2). CXirrently there are 24 mining claims in the suitable portion of the 
WSA. However, there are no existing plans of operation. Historically, 
active mines are not included within the WSA boundaries and the nearby scars 
of mineral exploration are excluded from the recommended suitable portion of 
the WSA. 

Few, if any, conflicts exist between wilderness and other known resources 
values in the recommended suitable portion of the (Dwlshead Mountains WSA. 
The existing wilderness values far exceed potential mineral values. 
Designation of the area as wilderness will present no known manageability 
issues and will compliment current management in the adjacent Death Valley 
National Monument. 

3 
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TABLE 1 - land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 125,339 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 7,569 
Private 0 

Total 132,908 

Within the Reccanmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 121,912 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 

_0 
Toted BIM land Recommended for Wilderness 121,912 

Inholdings^ 
State 7,407 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 3,427 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Reccramended for Wilderness 3,427 

estate tracts included wihtin the study. For purposes of this report, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). Lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this r^xDrt by 
the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. CRITERIA OONSIDFRFn IN DEVELOPING *IHE V?ILDERNESS REOCM1ENDft.TIC)NS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. M^i-nT-airwacLc;; ihe area recxramended suitable for wilderness is 
largely undisturbed by man and affected primarily by the forces of 
nature. Ihe ciierrystemmed microwave facility and access road 
penetrate the area, but do not noticeably detract from the primeval 
character of the land due to its large size and diversity of 
landforms. 

Ihe nonsuitable portion of the WSA has simil^ values but does 
contain seme evidence of previous mining activity. 

2. Solity^: Ihe suitable portion of the Owlshead Mountains VISA 
provides visitors with outstanding opportunities for solitude. 
Diversity of landforms and large size combine to create areas of 
isolation and seclusion both in the mountains and in the valleys. 

Ihe majority of the area that is recommended nonsuitable has limited 
opportunities for solitude because of its size and narrow 
configuration. 

Ihis WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission ta3dng place in approved military 
eperating areas and fli^t corridors. Ihe visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic terrporary effects on solitude which 
are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
pr^jaredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: Ihe suitable area allows 
freedom of unconfined movement. Ihe adjacent administratively 
endorsed wilderness in DVNM and the unconfined character of the 
landscape further enhance these epportunities. 

Opportunities in the nonsuitable portion are reduced because of 
surrounding roads. 

4. Special Features: Ihe suitable ^rtion of the WSA has a complete 
absence of man's evidence. Scenic views within the WSA are 
breathtaking. In addition, the vista of the Amargosa River drainage 
and Death Valley is spectacular. 

Ihe western one quarter of the WSA is within the Slate Range Wild 
Burro Herd Management Area (HMA). CXirrently burros are known to 
rely on the water at Quail ^ring which is not within the HMA. 

Ihe desert bi^om she^ utilizes the far eastern portion of the WSA 
on a transient basis. Ihe desert tortoise is present within the WSA 
in low densities, ranging from zero to twenty animals per square 
mile. Ihe tortoise is under status review by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service for possible listing as a threatened or endangered 

species. 
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B. Diversity in the NationcQ. Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecxpsvstems; The WSA contains 125,339 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. Althou^ this ecosystem is 
currently well r^resented in the NWPS, the spectacular scenery and 
the distant vistas of the Amargosa River drainage and Death Valley 
are unparalleled anyvhere within the California Desert. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BUM Studies 
Dcmain/Province/FNV_areas acres_areas acres 

NATIO^DE 

American Desert/Creosote Bu^ 1 343,753 117 4,142,570 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,528,766 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of four major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreages of 
designated areas and other BIM study areas within five hours of the 
population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpulation Centers 

Pcpulation 
Centers 

NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
areas acres_areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

3. Balancing the geograi^c distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of seven BIM VKAs recommended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is Dcneland 
Wilderness, administered by the Sequoia National Forest, 80 miles 
west of the WSA. 
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C. Manageability 

The recGinmended suitable portion of the CX^lshead Mcuntains WSA is 
manageable cis wilderness with no foreseen cxmplications. Known areas of 
minercil producticai have been excluded and existing off“hi<^hway vehicle 
use is li^t. Maintaining the integrity of the boundaries will require 
minimal effort because of the adjacent military reservations and 
administratively endorsed wilderness in DVNM. The small portion in the 
southeast comer of the WSA that has evidence of previous mining 
activity and limited c^^rtunities for solitude and primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation was not recommended suitable. 

Access within the WSA is good because of the cherrysteramed road to the 
microwave facility. This access road does not degrade the integrity of 
the area but provides several valuable assets to management of the area 
as wilderness. First, it cillcws Pacific Tel^hone and Telegraj^ Company 
needed access to their microwave facility; second, it allows 
c^portunities for all segments of the population to gain access to the 
interior of the wilderness without degrading the area's integrity; and 
third, it allows law enforcement patrol access to insure wilderness 
integrity and compliance with wilderness management policy by users. 

Acquisition and designation of the State of California lands is 
inportant for management of the entire area as a unit. This will 
assure: 1) continuity of management fiiilosc^y and style, and 2) 
protection of the area's naturalness and inportant wilderness 
cpportunities such as primitive and unconfined recreation and solitude. 

The western quarter of the WSA is within the Slate Herd Management Area 
for wild burros. Pcpulation control measures will have to be taken if 
the population increases beyond management levels and threatens the 
riparian habitat at Quail Spring. Depending upon the size and extent of 
removals, vehicle restrictions may limit some of the options available 
for control measures. 

Portions of the WSA have a hi^ potential for iron and manganese and 
moderate potentials for cc^per, gold, lead, silver, zeolites and zinc. 
There are no current plans of operation for exploration or development 
within the WSA. However, if any valid claims are developed, site 
specific iitpacts on wilderness vcilues will occur causing management 
prc±>lems for the WSA. 

Management of the nonsuitable portion of the WSA as wilderness would be 
more oxxrplicated and difficult. The small size and configuration of 
this portion of the WSA seriously reduces the possibilities for solitude 

and opportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation. The 
natural qucilities of the nonsuitable portion have been reducod ciue to 
the surface disturbances from historic mining activities. 

Military cverfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 
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D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information at the Tiine of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recxanmendation; Ihe Owlshead Mountains WSA (CDCA-156) 
is located in the BIM Owlshead Mountains Geology-Energy-^linerals 
(G-E-M) Resource Area (GRA). BIM G-E-M data in the wilderness 
portion of the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, Appendix III) indicated in 
1980 that the same geologic environment in the New Deal and Black 
Magic manganese mines also extends into the southeastern part of the 
WSA. This area was rated as having high potential for the 
occurrence of manganese mineralization. Ihe area around Quail 
Spring in the southwestern portion of the WSA was given a 
speculative potential for gold, silver and cag^per based on reported 
occurrences of these ccaranodities associated with ten mining claims. 
Ihe areas of older alluvium at the flanks of the mountains, and 
gamma-ray uranium and thorium aronalies, were assessed as having 
speculative potential for uraniunv/thorium. Most of the western and 
southern parts of the WSA were ranked as having "medium to 
speculative " potential for the occurrence of oil and gas. 

Ihe draft 1980 (X/lshead Mountains GRA report stated that throu^ 
1950, the New Deal and Black Magic mines produced more than 15,300 
tons of ore averaging 25-45% manganese. Ihe New Deal Mine was the 
most productive manganese prc^jerty in San Bernardino County with 
production in both 1914-1918 and 1941-1946 (Wri^t, et al., 1953, 
Mines and Mineral Deixeits of San Bernardino County, California. 
Ccilifomia Division of Mines and Geology, Volume 49, page 119). 

Ihe U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) had classified the areas 
surrounding Lost Lake and CWl Lake as prospectively valuable in 1978 
for sodium compounds, and three areas in WSA as prospectively 
valuable for oil and gas. Ihe CX/lshead GRA overlays classified 
these areas as having a moderate potential for the occurrence of 
these resources. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Recommendation; USGS and the U.S. Bureau of Mines (BCM) 
had conducted a mineral survey of the portion of the WSA recoaorimended 
suitable for wilderness designation in 1983. In 1984, they released 
their joint open file r^xDrt OFR 84-755. Significant new data for 
this and other d^)osits are provided in USGS OFR 84-755. In the 
r^xjrt, iron reserves at the Ellie Mine were estimated at ten 
million tons, and an additional ten million tons of ore was inferred 
to extend into the WSA. Ihe report concluded that an area of about 
six square miles in the southeast part of the WSA has hi^ potential 
for the occurrence of both iron and manganese resources based on 
favorable geology surrounding past producers. Ihe Ellie iron Mine, 
about one third of a mile outside of the WSA produced about 7,000 
tons of ore in 1981 and 1982 under a BIM plan of c^)erations. 
Because the Tertiary sedimentary rocks in the area are unfavorable 
as hosts for manganese deposits, the area classified by BIM in the 
1980 G-E-M assessment as "hi^ potential" for manganese south and 

9 



west of the non-WSA cherrystem, should be deleted. The cpen file 
r^xDrt indicates a moderate potential area for lead, zinc, cc^per 
and silver southwest of Lest La3ce and a noderate potenticii area for 
the occurrence of gold, silver and expper near the southwest comer 
of the WSA (refer to accompanying mineral potential map). 

The map in OFR 84-755 xpgraded the area around Quail Spring from 
BIM's 1980 ''^)eculative'' potential to moderate potential for the 
occurrence of gold, silver and cepper. This reclassification was 
based on more detailed field examination by the USGS and BCM. Based 
on the USGS/BCM r^xort, the portion of the area classified by the 
BLM in 1980 as having moderate potenticii of the occurrence of oil 
and gas, and sodium minerals should be deleted because the area does 
not contain favorable source beds for these resources. New 
unpublished information frem the California Division of Mines and 
Geology (from comments on OFR 84-755) indicates two areas with 
moderate potential for the occurrence of zeolites in the south¬ 
central portion of the WSA, aiid along a Tertiary volcanic unit in 
the north central portion of the WSA. 

Urpatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 
table taken from BLM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUITABLE NONSUIT. TOTAL SUITABLE NONSUIT. TOTAL 

Lode 4 0 4 80 0 80 
Placer 19 0 19 760 0 760 
Mill Site 1 0 1 5 0 5 

Totcil 24 0 24 845 0 845 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values: Existing hi^ quality wilderness 
values will be maintained in the portion of the WSA that is 
recommended suitable. Access to and develcpment of any valid 
existing mineral ri^ts will, however, adversely impact wilderness 
values. 

In the portion of the WSA not recommended as suitable, naturalness, 
opportunities for solitude and opportunities for primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation will gradually decline over the long¬ 
term as a result of mineral exploration and development and the 
cumulative effect of this use. 

2. Impact on Rockhoundinu: Vehicle access to many traditional use 
areas will no longer be available. However, most of these areas are 
within walking distance from the cherrystemmed road. 
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3. Impact on Bicdiom Sheep and Desert Tortoise H^itat; Potential 
inpacts on habitat will be minimized in virtually the entire WSA 
because of the elimination of vehicle and surface disturbances. 
Opportunities for develqpment of additional water sources for she^ 
will be available but may be constrained by vehicle use 
restrictions. 

4. Impact on Wild Bu2n:os: Within the suitable portions of the WSA, 
opportunities for management and control of wild burro populations 
will be available but may be constrained by vehicle use 
restrictions. 

5. Impact on Native American Concerns; Vehicle access to traditional 
oollecticai sites will no longer be available. Users will have to 
access sites on foot from the cberrysteramed road to the microwave 
installation. 

6. Impact on Locatable Minerals: Opportunities for ejqjloration and 
development of locatable minerals will be eliminated or severely 
contained within the suitable portion of the WSA. Development of 
any valid existing ri^ts will be cillcwed and subject to the undue 
and unnecessary clause of the 43 CFR 3809 regulations. Development 
within the nonsuitable portion of the WSA will be allowed to 
osontinue subject existing regulations and guidelines defined in the 
CDCA Plan. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local socicil or ecxjnomic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Iherefore no further discussion of this tcpic will 
cxxur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA ~ Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all phases in the develcpment 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into acxount during develcpment 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. Ihe following is a 
summary of all comments recoived. Inaccoracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Many comments ej^ressed interest in motorized 
recreation in the area for camping and rcokhcxanding. Other comments 
stpported the findings. No dhcinges were made as a direcb result of 
the cxxnments. 

2. Study Phase; Of 33 comments received, 15 cppxosed wilderness 
designation. Many cppxonents noted si^ts and sounds as detrac±ing 
from the area's wilderness pot^tial. These included mining 
acrtivity, roads, c:ampsites, wreckage of aerial targets, fences, 
pipelines, signs, structures, and Icw-flying aircraft. One 
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individual felt the area was too barren, just not worthy of 
wilderness status. Another discussed the lack of water and distance 
from the nearest access road as making primitive recreation in this 
area iirpractical. 

Mineral potential, specifically in the Owlshead Mountains, was 
commonly noted. Several letters were received from rockhounds who 
were concerned that limiting access would cut off Owl Hole Spring 
and CX/lshead Mountains, both pqpular rockhound areas. These sites 
contain sagenite agate, geodes, nodules, agates, manganese, golden 
sagenite, quartz, c^)als, and chalcedony. 

The letters favoring wilderness designation often mentioned the 
area's contiguity to Death Valley National Monument as a factor 
hei^tening wilderness management potential. The Quail Spring 
riparian habitat was one of several unique ecosystems discussed. 
The isolation of Owl Dry Lake and the Black Magic Mine was said to 
be conducive to protection of unique flora and fauna in those areas. 
One respondent pointed out the possibility of preserving the entire 
valleys of two remote dry lalcebeds without road access. 
Educational, geologic, historic, and scenic qualities were 
mentioned. Several boundary alterations were suggested. One wished 
to remove a cherry stemmed microwave tcwer. Another suggested 
including the area south of the micrcwave station in the suitable 
area. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Most of the comments on the Draft Plan 
Alternatives treated the WSA as part of the total wilderness system 
of the CDCA; only a few addressed this WSA specifically. The 
National Outdoor Coalition (NOC), a coalition of mining, 
rockhounding, and off-road vehicle groi^, recommended that this 
area be designated nonsuitable for wilderness status, preferring 
that is be mostly Class "M" (moderate use). A large number of club 
members sent in printed cot^ns, petitions, and letters supporting 
this position. Conservation-oriented groups advocated wilderness 
designation for the entire WSA. 

Two military bases were concerned about access throu^ this WSA. 
The Naval Weapons Center at China Lake requested that access to the 
Mojave "B" Range from the east be permitted for emergency vehicles. 
The National Training Center at Fort Irwin wished to control access 
to a scenic road in the southern portion of the WSA which dips into 
the northern part of Fort Irwin in an area designated as a bcmbing 
range. On the other hand, rockhounders wanted to ke^ roads open. 

4. Proposed Plan: comments from military bases and the general public 
repeated the same themes described for the Plan Alternatives. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

OWLSHEAD MOUNTAINS WSA (CDCA-156) 

LEGAL 

DESCRIPTION 

PARCEL 

No. TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

SURFACE SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE ESTATE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LAND PROCESSING 

COSTS COSTS 

($1000) ($1000) 

1 18N. IE. 16 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

2 18N. 2E. 16 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

3 18XN. IE. 36 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

4 19N. IE. 16 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

5 19N. IE. 36 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

6 19N. 2E. 16 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

7 19N. 2E. 36 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

8 19N. 3E. 16 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

9 19N. 3E. 36 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

10 20N. IE. 36 SBM 480 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

11 20N. 2E. 36 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

12 20N. 3E. 36 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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umE lAKE caNYCw wrrnRRMRRS STOpy area oca) 

(CDCA-157) 

1. THE STUDY AREA - 33,121 acr^ 

The Little Lake Canyon WSA is located in Inyo County in the northwest portion 
of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). Ridgecrest, located 
rou^ily 20 miles southeast, is the closest community. The WSA includes 
33,044 acres of public lands, administered by the Bureau of Land Management 
(BIM), and 77 acres of private lands (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

The northern boundary of this WSA is marked by the Sequoia National Forest 
and a road cilong Tunawee Canyon. The eastern boundary follows the tcpography 
of the Sierra's eastern sl<^)e, occasionally veering sli^tly to avoid 
structures and disturbed areas, until it meets the Los Angeles Aqueduct. 
From this point, the boundary follows the Los Angeles Aqueduct maintenance 
road south until it meets Nine Mile Canyon Road. Nine Mile Canyon Road forms 
the WSA's southern boundary. The western boundary is formed by the Tulare 
County/Inyo County line and the Inyo National Forest Boundary. 

The boundaries of this WSA enclose the eastern slope of a portion of the 
southern Sierra Nevada. It includes valleys, canyons, alluvial fans, and 
steep hills that lead into rugged, granite mountains. The vegetation found 
within the area is very diversified, with the valleys consisting of mostly 
creosote bush, with seme Joshua trees and desert shrubs. In the hi<^er 
elevations and canyons, desert shrubs, cottonwood trees, grasses, cacti, and 
scattered pinyon pine are present. Elevations range from 3,393 feet along 
the eastern bajadas to 7,896 feet on the Sierran ridgetops. This WSA is 
contiguous with Sacatar Meadew WSA (CA-010-027), administered by the Bishep 
Resource Area. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Fined Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, use 
balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECCMIENDATK^ AND RATTQNATF - 32,225 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

819 BIM acres recemmended for 
nonwildemess 

Partial wilderness (98% suitable) is the recommendation for this WSA. The 
819 acres in this WSA recemmended nonsuitable are released for other uses 
than wilderness. A toted of 32,225 acres are recemmended for wilderness. 
i^^3endix 1 list all inholdings and provides additional information on their 
acquisition. This recommendation will be implemented in a manner v^ieh will 
use all practiced means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 
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The Balanced Alternative is the environmentcLLly preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 

The suitable portion of the WSA possesses wilderness values \^ch, by far, 
exceed the criteria specified in the Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 
1964. The suitable portion of the WSA is recommended because of the 
following: (1) the area possesses outstanding wilderness values; (2) there 
are many special features within this area that would benefit from wilderness 
designation; and (3) there are few resource conflicts in this area. Because 
wilderness values are so significant, the suitability recommendation will 
preclude any further vehicular use of approximately 13 miles of primitive 
access routes of travel. 

The suitable p»rtion of the area is primeval, shaped and formed by a 
millennium of natural forces. The WSA is composed of the rugged, eastern 
face of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. The de^, dissected canyons within this 
area offer countless opportunities for solitude and a variety of primitive 
recreation expjeriences. The deep canyons and rugged topography offer the 
wilderness traveler the opportunity to ccrnimune with nature without the 
cx>nflic±s of modem life. The Sacatar Trail offers the wilderness traveler 
the opportunity to hike thrcxi^ the heart of the WSA. 

The Sacatar Trail is one of the few evidenc:es that man has explored this 
area. This old wagon road, now a faint trail, traverses the area and extends 
into the adjacent Sacatar Jfeadow WSA. This trail offers a unique hiking 
exp5erierK3e. The only other man-made feature in this area is the lAEWP Los 
Angeles Aqueduct vhich lies just within the WSA's eastern border. 
Inadvertently, the boundary was drawn along the maintenance road of the 
aqueduct and therefore, in several instances, the aqueduc± itself was 
captured within the study area. There was never any intention for the 
aqueduc± or the maintenance road to be within the WSA. Although the aqueduct 
is buried underground, it is within a disturbance area that is 200 feet wide 
and runs its entire length. 

The suitable portion of the WSA has limited mineral potential. A moderate 
potential for geothermal exists along the eastern border. Because of hi^ 
potential for geothermal outside of the WSA, this resource is not expocted to 
be develcpod within this area. A small area along the southern border has a 
noderate potential for tungsten. Samples from this area have yielded 
quantities of tungsten trioxide at 0.1% por ton of ore. A small mineral 
materials (crushed rock) area lies along the eastern border of the WSA. 

The entire WSA is overlapped by grazing allotments. Portions of three 
allotments—the Olancha, the Tunawee, and the Walker Pass allotments—cover 
this area. Grazing use is both porennial and epiiemeral. Althou^ use levels 
will remain at existing levels on these "grandfathered" allotments, 
maintenance and development of new range improvements will be somewhat 
constrained by wilderness designation. 

The nonsuitable pxDrtion of the VISA is not being recommended as wilderness 
because of the following: (1) wilderness values within this area are 
mediocre; and (2) development of geothermal resources within and immediately 
adjacent to the area would adversely effect wilderness values. 
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The wilderness values within the nonsuitable portion of the WSA are 
mediocre. This cirea is an alluvicd fan which has minimal wilderness 
chciracteristics and is not as outstanding as the suitable portion of the WSA. 
The nonsuitable portion of the area offers solitude, but it is not as 
cxitstanding as the suitable portion. 

A hi<^ potential area for geothermal exists along the eastern border of the 
nonsuitable portion. Should this resource be develc^jed, wilderness values 
would be negatively impacted. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BLM (surface and subsurface) 33,044 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 77 

Total 33,121 

Within the Reccanmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BLM (within WSA) 32,225 
BLM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) ^ 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA)^ 0 

Total BLM Land Recommended for Wilderness 32,225 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BLM (surface and subsurface) 819 
Split Estate (BLM surface only) 0 

Total BLM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 819 

^ ^jpendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate trac±s included within the study. For purposes of this r^xart, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). Lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this r^xart by 
the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. ORITERIA OONSIDEEM) IN DEVELOPING THE WILDERNESS RE(X3^IMEM3?VTIONS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: The suitable portion of the area has been influenced 
primarily by the forces of nature. Ihe rugged canyons of the 
eastern face of the Sierra Nevada Mountains have acted as a barrier, 
r^)elling all but the most determined esqjlorers. The only portion 
of the area vhich has been influenced by man is Sacatar Canyon, 
vhere an old wagon road was built at the turn of the century. EXie 
to lack of use and environmental weathering, the Sacatar Road has 
turned into the Sacatar Trail. The trail is only used for hiking, 
mountain bike use and occasional motorcycle use. Larger vehicles 
cannot negotiate the trail. Portions of the Los Angeles D^jartment 
of Water and Power (lADWP) Aqueduct ri^t-of-way lies just within 
the eastern boundary of the WSA. The aqueduct is a bladed swath 200 
feet wide and is slcwly revegetating but will never become 
substantially unnoticeable. Althou^ portions of the aqueduct are 
within the WSA due to a maj^ing error, there was never any intention 
for the aqueduct or the maintenance road to be included within the 
WSA boundaries. 

The nonsuitable portion of the WSA, in the extreme northeast comer, 
is natural in character but is not considered to be outstanding 
because of its lack of tt^xDgraj^c and vegetative screening. One 
parcel of private land lies in the extreme eastern portion of the 
nonsuitable area. 

2. Solitude: CXitstanding c^portunities for solitude can be found 
within the suitable portion of the WSA. Deep canyons penetrate into 
the area and offer wilderness users the c^portunity to find 
seclusion frcxn others and from our technological society. 

The nonsuitable portion of the WSA offers solitude, but it is not 
considered to be outstanding. The northern boundary, the Tunawee 
Canyon Road, is used by recreationists and private land owners. The 
noise of vehicles using this popular canyon disturbs the solitude 
of this area. The southern boundary of the nonsuitable area is a 
cherrysternmed road. This road is also used by recreationists and 
the resulting v^iicle noise causes a loss of solitude within this 

small area. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic tenporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and accptable as a part of the defense 
prparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uhconfined Recreation: Opportunities for primitive 
and unconfined recreation are outstanding within the suitable 
portion of the WSA. Each canyon within the area offers the 
wilderness traveler the pportunity to gain a primitive experience. 
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Ihe inountainous terrain offers challenge to the most ardent 
wilderness user. The Sacatar Trail offers the wilderness user a 
sL^jerb primitive trail which enters the wilderness at a lew 
elevation and extends into an adjacent suitable portion of Sacatar 
Meadew WSA (CA-010-027), administered by Bi^op Pesource Area, at an 
elevation of 7,400 feet. 

The nonsuitable portion of the WSA has very few c^portunities for 
primitive and unconfined recreation. The alluvicil fan is, for the 
most part, open and does not offer the types of primitive recreation 
vhich could be considered outstanding. 

4. Special Features; Four areas of hi^ cultural resource sensitivity, 
covering ^^proximately six square miles, lie within this WSA. 

The WSA is within the traditional hcaieland of the Kawaiisu, Shoshone 
and Paiute Indians of the Cwens Valley. Sites of significance, as 
well as village sites and collection areas are found within the 
southern Sierra Nevada and are assumed to occur within this area. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems: This WSA contains 15,860 acres of the 
Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland and 17,184 acres of 
the American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystems. These types of 
ecosystems are r^resented in other portions of the National 
Wilderness Preservation System but this area is exemplciry of both 
types. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Ruchler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BLM Studies 
Domain/Province/FNV areas acres areas acres 

NATTCWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,250,687 
Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 
Pinyon Woodland 

4 81,301 74 2,135,405 

CAUPORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,636,883 
Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 
Pinyon Woodland 

4 81,301 18 349,935 
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2. Expardina the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving tiine (five hours) of major population 
centers: The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 

of the population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Pcpulation 
Centers 

NWPS areas 
areas acres 

Other BIM Studies 
areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 

Ba)<jersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 

Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 

Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 

Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 

Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Icmpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 

San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Visalia-Tulcire-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geoaraiphic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of fifteen BIM V^As recoramended for 
wilderness designation. The closest designated wilderness area is 
Domelands, administered by Sequoia National Forest, ten miles to the 

west. 

C. Manageability 

The Little Lake Canyon WSA is manageable as wilderness. This WSA does 
not have any major wilderness management conflicts. A portion of this 
area is covered by a tenporary withdrawal for Los Angeles Water and 
Power covering approximately 14,080 acres. The activities preposed 
under this withdrawal have not been developed and currently, portions of 
the withdrawal are being recemmended for revocation. Cue to a mistake 
in the mafping prxxess in the wilderness inventory, portions of the 
lADWP California aqueduct were placed within the wilderness study area 
boundary. If this error is not corrected, maintenance of wilderness 
Vcilues in this area will be affected. 
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Currently, grazing is cxDcurring within three cillotments overlafping this 
WSA: the Olancha, Tunawee, and Walker Pass. New range irrprovements are 
proposed, but will not take effect before an environmental assessment is 
ocnpleted addressing the effects on wilderness values. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resourcje. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Kxym at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Reccmmendation; The Little Lake Canyon WSA is located 
in the BIM CMens Peak Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-EHM) Resource Area 
(GRA). The BIM G-E^ narrative in the wilderness section of the 
CDCA plan EIS (Volume B, Afpendix III, 1980) stated that mineral 
resource data for the WSA had not been fully analyzed, integrated, 
and interpreted at the time of the preliminary suitability 
recanmendation. However, the EIS G-E-M narrative stated that, based 
on the available information, the WSA had potential for metallic 
minerals, and geothermal resources on the eastern edge. As of 
December 12, 1979, no uipatented mining claims were recorded with 
the BIM in the WSA. 

The 1980 BIM GRA r^XDrt and limited file data sufport the 1980 CDCA 
EIS statement. Data from the 1980 BIM GRA file was incomplete and 
did not assess a BIM mineral potential classification for mineral 
resources. In addition, the available data on geothermcil resources 
was not fully ancilyzed, integrated, and interpreted into the G-E-M 
process. 

The 1980 BIM GRA file data documented a U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS), Conservation Div., 1979 classification of the extreme 
eastern portion and the northern one-third of the WSA as a Potential 
Geothermal Resource Area (PGRA) and the existence of a geothermal 
feature, a warm spring, in the Little Lake Canyon area adjacent to 
the eastern boundary of the WSA. 

Three areas in the WSA were identified by the 1980 BIM GRA file data 
cis having surface geochemical anomalies for metallic and rare earth 
mineralization. Geochemical anomalies for an area in the northern 
portion of the WSA indicated the presence of ccbalt and cerium, a 
rare earth. The southern one-half of the WSA displayed a 
significant ancmcily for cc±alt and the central portion of the WSA 
displayed an anomaly for lead. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Recommendation; The USGS and U.S. Bureau of Mines (BCM) 
conducted mineral surveys of the Little Lake Canyon WSA in 1982 and 
1983, respectively. In 1985, BCM released the results of their 
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survey in an open-file r^rt (MIA 2-85). The BCM data and r^xDrt 
were inoDiporated into a ccaonbined r^»rt published in 1985 by USGS 
(Bulletin 1708-B). The following summarizes the findings of the 

ccKibined r^xjrt. 

BCM identified the Midnite Glow prospect in Nine Mile Canyon at the 
southern boundary of the WSA as containing an identified resource 
(20,000 tons at 0.10 percent tungsten oxide) of tungsten ore. BCM 
also stated that the cru;^ed-stone quar^ in Little Lake Canyon was 
used in the past and could be utilized in the future if there was 

IocclL demand for the matericil. 
USGS classified the area around the Midnite Glcw prospect as having 
a moderate potential for the occurrence of tungsten resources (See 
M^ 2). In addition, a larger area to the northwest of the 
prospect, within the WSA, was classified by USGS as having a lew 
mineral resource potential based on favorable geology and 
geochemical evidence. 

USGS also identified a large area in the central portion of the WSA 
near Little Lake Canyon as having a low potential for the 
occurrence of tungsten resources. This classification was bcised on 
sli^tly anomalous geochemical values for tungsten, nonmagnetic 
iron, cobalt and rare earth minerals. USGS states that the 
occurrence of skam type metamorphic rocks and the dDserved 
geochemical anomalies fit tungsten-skam type deposit models. 

USGS noted the potenticil for the occurrence of geothenral resources 
in the Coso Kicwn Geothermal Resource Area (KSRA). USGS stated 
that the surrounding a KGRA are considered lands valuable for 
prospecting for geothermal resources. However, the entire Little 
Lake Canyon WSA was not evaluated by USGS and BCM for geothermal 

resources. 

At the time of the 1980 GRA mineral assessment, the northeastern 
boundary of the WSA did not enconpass land vhich is now included in 
the Coso Kicwn Geothermal Resource Area (KGRA). A portion of the 
northeastern boundary of the WSA does extend into the KGRA. Based 
on the BIM classification system, this area is classified as having 
a hi^ potential for the occurrence of geothermal resources. In 
addition, the northeastern and eastern portions of the WSA are 
classified by the BIM (1984) as prospectively valuable for 
geothermal resources. Based on favorable geologic environment, 
known hot springs at Little Lake, and geothermal development 12 
miles east at Coso, this area is classified under the BIM mineral 
classification system as having a moderate potenticil for geothermal 
resource occurrence. 

The immediate area surrounding the crushed stone pit identified by 
BCM in Little lake Canyon is classified as having a hi^ potenticil 
for the occurrence of this cemmodity based on past production and 
the increased demand likely to occur with the continued expansion of 
the nearby Coso geothermal project on the China lake Naval Weapons 

Center. 
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BIM mineral records dated December, 1987, did not document any 
uipatented mining claim or mineral leases in the WSA. 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Vcilues; In the suitable portion of the WSA, 
the values will be maintained. In the nonsuitable portion of the 
WSA, wilderness values may be impacted by develc^xnent of geothermal 
resources or develc^xnent on the private land on the east side of the 
area. 

2. Impact on Locatable Mineral Exploration and Development; 
Opportunities for locatable mineral e5q)loration and development will 
be precluded by wilderness designation. Within the nonsuitable area, 
mineral esqjloration and development will be allcwed to continue, 
subject to the r^egulations stated in 43 CFR 3809 regarding surface 
disturbance, as well as any additional constraints stated in the 
CDCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Cattle Grazing; Grazing levels will not be reduced by 
wilderness designation. Ihe grazing activity is a grandfathered 
activity. Maintenance or placement of range improvements will be 
constrained by the restrictions placed on the use of motorized 
vehicles and mechanized equipment in a designated wilderness area. 

4. Impact on LADWP California Acaieduct: Ihe prc^xDsed action will have 
no iirpact on the Aqueduct because it is within an existing ri^t-of~ 
way. The ri^t-of-way was designated by Congress in 1906. 

5. Impact on Native American Values: Within the suitable portion of 
the WSA, Native Americans would not be able to use motorized 
vehicles to gather plant fibers or to gain access for 
spiritucil/ritual uses. Ihere would be no change relative to this 
activity within the nonwildemess portion of the area. 

F. local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throughout all phases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and PTc^xDsed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
cire noted in parentheses. 

11 



m: ..' ?• _ Ir-, 

I, J 

. A 
■■ ' ■'< 

w -^- ST; r\:m ’ " 'K' . ■ 
?i 

uc • •. .v^ !■ ' ♦■’ 

. fv.-. . ^ ^ ,'■» 
‘ O ■■ . ‘ i.#*» ^ FWi *" J- ' ' <t ■ TjfeT ' . ’■' '■ J_iL ■''''‘^f ' ■ I 4 ' » i ' * ’ ’ '<? '_i ] 

J9 "•' > '-ail . y< ■ ■‘- .■ i.'4 i^,<. •/» V'-rf*'* «y^ ; .~--V-4ir if- • 

K*^* t_ •' . . *■ n . '■. ^ V ♦^4 ■' •* ■ ’-- ■’. . ’•' 

• fv*i^ 

ihS£ - ir*"-"-.'c 

jhz^ VI ^ ■ /L hiJinP^ "'i ->• .V ^ ^ ‘ 

.V-^ "■ 

i'iji '1V'j^i ;t r>' ’ - ■''' ' i 

.4. '^5' .V' 

ttjailtM ■■■ ■i'.-i,'>-^J:.'t '-^‘&M!ig;- ^.i 
* *'.‘i 

• > - 'I- .g 

■''■I','. J,- '‘ >.1.1' ■.•xt/’ 
;-'fj • ■■ ■ •" ■■' '»>■“'' - ’« 

Ij*i« •:!!»: ; i#; .:«4i<l^i-jil 'vJ-'’ 

»v'=' ''y^ ^ ■■■•^^•‘ ‘ •'’ 

• : jv-Ci^' 'SSi?' ■% . • ^ 
•T^SPcis*'- ■ i'r- y •■• ' 

- -'.v .--.i-fc./lx. u 
' ^ i.. -’r>- ‘A'' * •''Xtti-*^.''yxi i'^ -■ ; '>7 •* 

i4-i ^^ >ijp..-S'j.'V>'''J®tW.Tii^.^r,^^ ;.4->. ,-jjW‘ 'j'; It..-"- :'"i 

■-■;,«■ ■ i^ ' ; 1 I** -' ■■V-;|'JjH ■•' ’’■' /liH 

'if. fi^ y- '.yvf'9 k-4-4*'u'4*.’J .vj3 ' ‘.p,i ■ *< 
..• _ *'ay-^ la^r^ -r*-.X;.’' 

, j^'f'.v'' " • ■ w 'i'.-n '■?{• jt * ■<': '* ■''"V - H*’''‘#v'it»4'^*!. ‘' 
r,j^“ 

: ii-^" .. 1*. I 

r 'Cri'.. ( > ^r;'C. litV' ' .iWf.-,,t 

* M - ’ . . J t .> ♦ 
/ •• v^tlpr ■x^y.py,^: 

‘.s^ ---s^ >..: •.^', , ..j® . :• ,■». ia: 

" ., I '' ■ 
■* 'J^’ . „• .'•Pfi 

m 

':k:y 
. .'V/ 

I>A 

;• ‘ '1*Jj.. t ,‘ 

. > 

(• . ^ ■ > ' tmfjLUy * ' " •' 
. .... *.;,;v^■^'«A^!i:a^^ -4 >vi 
.-.■^v'- '- ' ' ■-•3^!.;fi<'.'.^^ .r -.V-. 







1. Inventory Phase: A variety of cxxnments reflected the overall 
natural condition and (importunities for primitive recreation, as 
well as the presenc^e of roads and ways. Further field examination 
yielded no (dianges in the findings. 

2. Study Phase; Of the 40 ccmments on this WSA, 18 favored wilderness 
designation. Ihe area contains a great variety of life forms, 
including mammals, bir>ds (especially eagles), reptiles, and unusual 
plants. Riparian sites along the watercxDurses are particularly 
important. The area should be studied by students of botany, 
ornithology, mammalogy and herpetology to learn about "species 
spillover" between the east and west sides of the Sierra Nevada 
range. 

One respondent stated that the area's contiguity to Dcineland 
Wilderness would provide the cpportunity for week-long hikes (the 
area is not contiguous). Since the area adjoins a proposed RARE II 
area, respondents felt that the BIM and the Forest Service should 
coordinate on the management of these contiguous lands. 

Respondents exposing wilderness designation mentioned the 
detraction of wilderness qualities by the sic^ts and sounds of the 
nearby hi^nway, railroad, aqueduct and valley communities. Many 
preferred to (^ntinue accust(Dmed activities of hunting and vehiculcur 
recreation in this area. One person stated that this was the best 
area in the state for hunting quail, chukar and ral±>its. A wish to 
cillcw continued mining was also expressed. 

One cxxnment was rec^eived in response to the Public Irput Workbook 
(3/15/79). It requested that the area receive wilderness 
re(3amnendation to protect ecologic^al values. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Ifost of the cemments on the Draft Plan 
Alternatives treated this WSA as part of the total wilderness 
system of the CDCA. Ihe National Outdoor Coalition, a (xalition of 
mining, rocdc-hounding and off-hi^way vehicle groips recommended 
that this area be designated unsuitable to wilderness status and 
classified Multiple Use Class "M" (medium use). A large number of 
club members sent in printed coupons and letters supporting this 
position. Conservation oriented groips advocated wilderness 
designation for the area. Ihe County of Inyo's Board of Sipervisors 
opposed wilderness in favor of Class "M," stating that the BIM had 
failed to consider mineral resources. 

4. Protx)sed Plan; Comments and positions of respondents were similar 
to those desc:ribed for Draft Plan Alternatives. In addition, the 
National Forest Service requested further <3Dordination on adjoining 
potential wilderness lands. Ihey asked that BIM defer its decision 
of this WSA until Sequoia National Forest completes its studies on 
(contiguous lands, so that classifications could be made 
simultaneously. 
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5. 1982 Plan Amerdments; In 1982, Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
prc^xDsed a change in designation for the southern half of the WSA to 
Class M (medium use), for the reason that, according to a map in the 
Desert Plan, the area had "unqualified potenticil for locatable 
minerals." Hie preposed amendment was rejected. 

One hundred and five letters responded to the Draft Environment 
Impact Statement on this issue - one hundred epposed and five in 
favor. Five more letters replied to the Final EIS, four against and 
one in favor. Hie reasons for epposition were the same as those 
given throu^out the Desert Plcinning Process. In addition, 
protection of cultural resources was emphasized. Hie State of 
California Resources Agency urged rejection of the amendment due to 
potential effects on wildlife and cultural resources. Hie amendment 
was exposed by 20 groups and favored by three. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

LITTLE LAKE CANYON WSA {CDCA-157) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LEGAL 

PARCEL 

No. 

DESCRIPTION 

TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

SURFACE 

ESTATE 

SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

LAND 

COSTS 

($1000) 

PROCESSING 

COSTS 

($1000) 

1 21S. 37E. 34 MDM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 2.5 2.5 

2 22S. 37E. 3 MDM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 2.5 2.5 

3 23S. 37E. 12 MDM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 2.5 2.5 

These Figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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Owens Peak 
CDCA 158 





CWBC PERK wrrnRRWRRS fTirmy arbi fwsA) 

(CDCA-158) 

1. IHE STUDY AREA - 53,823 acres 

Ovens Peak WSA is in northeastern Kem County and southwest Inyo County, at 
the northwestern edge of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). 
The nearest city is Ridgecrest, approximately 15 miles southeast. Ihe study 
area contains 51,560 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the 
Bureau of Lard Management (BIM), 1,598 acres of split-estate, and private 
ownership totalling 665 acres (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

State Hi^way 178 forms the WSA's southern boundary. The western boundary 
is the administrative boundary of the California Desert Conservation Area 
vhich can be further described as follows; From Walker Pass, the west WSA 
boundary follows the ridgeline north to the point vhere Inyo, Kem, and 
Tulare Counties meet. The boundary then proceeds west along the Kem-Tulare 
County line for almost one and one-half miles, then cuts sharply east back 
to the Inyo-Tulare County line. The remainder of the western boundary 
conforms to the Inyo-Tulare County line. Ninemile Canyon Road forms the 
north boundary, and separates Ovens Peak WSA frcm the adjacent Little Lake 
Canyon WSA (CDCA-157). Frcm Ninemile Canyon, the eastern boundary follows 
the Los Angeles Aqueduct maintenance road to Sand Canyon, vhere it 
cherrystems a road, portions of two ways, and several structures. The 
boundary then returns to the aqueduct maintenance road, and follows it south 
to Grapevine Canyon. At Grapevine Canyon, the boundary cherrystems a 
maintained road and several structures in the canyon bottom. Returning to 
the mouth of the canyon, the boundary winds around the ridge approximately 
between 3,250 and 3,500 feet to Short Canyon. Frcm Short Canyon, the 
boundary continues to wind around the slope, this time at approximately 
3,700 feet, to Indian Wells Canyon. Here the boundary cherrystems the 
maintained Indian Wells Canyon Road, and excludes intensively mined areas at 
the base of the peaks. Returning to near the mouth of Indian Wells Canyon, 
the boundary once again follows the Los Angeles Aqueduct maintenance road 
until it meets State Midway 178 and the southern boundary. 

The Los Angeles Aqueduct is within a 200 foot ri^t-of^way designated by 
Congress in 1906. Where the aqueduct is above ground, the edge of the 
ri^t-of-way forms the WSA boundary. Between Grapevine and Short Canyons, 
and again between Short and Indian Wells Canyon, the aqueduct is inside the 
WSA, in tunnels that cat strai^t throu^ the ridges separating the canyons. 

Several withdrawals cverlie pxortions of the study area. A large part of the 
western and scxithem portions of the WSA are included in a National 
Cooperative Land and Wildlife Management Area (Public Land Order 2594). 
Considerable acreage is involved in a stcck driveway withdrawal (Secretarial 
Order of i^ril 17, 1934, Stcok Drive Way #235). Forty acres in the 
soxithwest comer of Township 25 South, Range 38 East, Section 28 has been 
withdrawn as a pxjblic water reserve. 
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The VJSA is cxaiposed of ste^ mountains, dcminated by Owens Peak at 
approximately 8,475 feet, with de^ canyons running east and west 
throu^out the study area. Along the eastern edge of the WSA are valleys, 
scsne relatively spacious and cpen, others small and walled in by mountains. 
The Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail passes throu^ part of the west side 
of the study area. Vegetation is Juniper-Pinyon woodland (with sagebrush) 
at \jpper elevations and creosote bush at Icwer elevations. The WSA is a 
transition zone between the Great Basin and Mojave Desert. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLRMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in il^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOCMMENDATTQN AND PATTONATE - 26,285 acres reccwimended for 
wilderness 

27,045 BLM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 

Forty percent suitable partial wilderness is the reccmmendation for the 
Owens Peak WSA. In addition, 172 acres of private land would be acquired. 
The acres in this WSA reccxnmended nonsuitable are released for uses other 
than wilderness. This recommendation will be implemented in a manner vhich 
will use all practical means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 

The partiicil wilderness reccmmendation is based on the following rationale: 
(1) the area recommended for wilderness possesses excellent wilderness 
values and hi^ scenic quality; (2) the area recommended for nonwildemess 
possesses lower quality wilderness values, containing more human intrusions 
that detract from naturalness; (3) the area recosnmended for wilderness is 
easily manageable and would require little displacement of tradition ^ 
recreation activities; and (4) large portions of the area recommended for 
nonwildemess receive off-hi^way vehicle (CHV) recreation, and have less 
manageable boundaries than the recommended wilderness area. 

The reccmmended wilderness area is remote hi^ country, with very few human 
imprints to detract from naturalness. The virtually unaltered landscape, 
combined with the screening effect of tc^xDgraphy and vegetation, assures 
ample c^portunities for solitude. A wide range of primitive recreation 
c^portunities are possible, limited only by the interests and skills of the 
visitor. The area provides excellent c^portunities for basic primitive 
recreation activities such as hiking and backpacking, enhanced by a four and 
one-half mile portion of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail that is 
within or bordering on this area. Opportunities also exist within the 
reccmmended wilderness area for more specialized activities such as rock 
climbing. Both casual groips and rock climbing classes use the area for 
this purpose. Hi^ scenic quality adds to the attractiveness of this area 
for primitive recreation. 
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The area recxanmended for nonwildemess cx>ntains primitive ways, and more 
evidence of past mining and prospecting activity than does the recommended 
wilderness area. These human imprints reduce opportunities for solitude, 
\^ch are also affected by the si^ts and sounds of CHV recreation taking 
place on cherrysternmed routes in the area, and routes bordering the WSA to 
the east. This area's lack of remoteness also reduces the quality of the 
primitive recreation experience. This area contains no special features 
that enhance or diversify the types of primitive recreation that may be 
enjoyed. Althou^ this area is still quite scenic and does provide basic 
cpportunities for primitive recreation, vhen conpared to the recommended 
wilderness area, its wilderness values are inferior. There are 
approximately 60 miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, washes 
and other unmaintained routes of access which will remain available for 
vehicular use. 

The preposed wilderness is compatible with existing recreation use 
patterns. Only three miles of presently epen primitive ways would be closed 
to motor vehicles, in the Tapper reaches of Sand Canyon and the South Fork of 
Sand Canyon. The remainder of the recommended wilderness area does not 
contain any areas or routes that are epen to vehicles. Only nonmotorized 
uses are occurring, vhich will be enhanced by wilderness designation. 

Significantly more motorized use would be displaced were the recommended 
nonwildemess to be added to the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
The Icwer portions of the routes in Sand Canyon are in this area, as are 
routes of travel in Grapevine and Indian Wells Canyons, and the Walker Well 
area. In addition to displacing traditional recreation use, wilderness 
designation of this area would require considerably more patrol and 
sipervision to protect wilderness values than would the recommended 
wilderness. Much of the boundary of the recommended nonwildemess portion 
of the WSA offers no natural barriers to CHV use, and is not ciligned with 
physical features to ma3^e it readily discemable. 

3 
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TABIE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Suinmary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 51,560 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 1,598 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 665 

Total 53,823 

Within the Reccunmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 25,490 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA)^ 623 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 26,113 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private^ 172 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 26,070 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 975 

Total BIM Lands Not Recommended for Wilderness 27,045 

^i^pendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split estate tracts 
included within a study. For purposes of this report, split estate lands are 
defined only as those lands with Federal surface and non Federal subsurface 
(minerals). Lands that have Federal minerals but non Federal surface should be 
classified in this report by the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. CRITERIA OONSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING THE WILDERNESS REOCMMEND?^TiaJS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturcilness; The reconmended wilderness portion of Cwens Peak WSA 
contains minimal human inprints. A few unmaintained primitive ways 
follow canyon bottoms, but are not noticeable within the area as a 
vhole. Also, some small scale minercil prospec±s are present, but 
these sites are screened by tcpography and are substanticilly 
unnoticeable. 

The recommended nonwildemess portion of the study area contains 
more primitive vehicle ways, some of vhich receive minor maintenance 
work, and more and larger scale mineral prospects than the 
recommended wilderness area. In addition, there are a few range 
inprovements. 

2. Solitude: The hi^ winding canyons, pinyon pine forest at the 
hi^er elevations, and diverse terrain help screen visitors from 
each other and provide a feeling of isolation and remoteness 
throu^out the study area. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in afproved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude which 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; Opportunities exist for 
hiking, backpacking, and hunting, enhanced by the completed segment 
of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail within the recommended 
wilderness area. Hi^ scenic quality and the presence of other 
areas of undevelcped BIM and Forest Service administered land 
adjacent to this WSA further enhance primitive recreation 
(pportunities. The granite faces of the peaks are used by technical 
rock climbing classes and casual climbing groips. Various search 
and rescue teams hold training and seminar sessions cilong the CWens 
Peak ridges. 

4. Special Features; i^roximately four and one-half miles of the 
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail is within or adjacent to the 
CX^ens Peak WSA. Open to non motorized use only, this 
Congressionally designated national scenic trail follows the crests 
of the west coast mountains from Canada to Mexico. Althou^ the 
entire route of the trail has been plotted, some segments still must 
be constructed. When complete, the trail will span a distance of 
2,500 miles. 

Within the recommended wilderness area, surface water is plentiful - 
three perennicil streams are present. 
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No Federally listed rare, threatened, or endangered ^)ecies of 
wildlife cire known to occur within CX>/ens Peak WSA. 

Ninemile Canyc»i phacelia (Fhacelia novenmillensis) is the only 
sensitive plant v^ch occurs in the WSA. Specimens have been taken 
from Ninemile Canyon and it is possible that it occurs in Sand and 
No Name Canyons to the south. It occi:?)ies rocky to gravelly slopes 
in the pinyon-juniper zone between 6,000 and 7,000 feet. 

Pictogre^hs and cairpsites provide evidence that the area has been 
inhabited seasonally for perhaps as much as 6,000 years. 
Arohaeological sites found at hi^er elevations within the WSA 
provide evidence that pinyon pines provided an important st^le in 
the diet of pr^iistoric pc^xilations. These specicilized sites, 
combined with the villages and campsites located near the WSA, 
portray a sophisticated subsistence pattern based on seasonal 
exploitation of plants and animals, and a widespread trading network 
throu^out California and beyond. 

Some of the prominent landmarks in this WSA have important heritage 
or religious significance to Native Americans. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This WSA contains 22,156 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush and 31,002 acres of the Intermountain 
Sagebrush/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystems. The Owens Peak WSA is 
in a transition zone between the American Desert Province, Creosote 
bush (Larrea) vegetative assemblage and the Intermountain Sagebrush 
Province, Juniper-pinyon woodland (Juniperus-Pinus) vegetative 
assemblage, as defined by Bailey and Kudhler. The WSA's position 
between these two major ecological provinces give it an unusucLLly 
rich diversity of plant and animal species. The high elevations 
provide habitat for typical Sierra Nevada species, vhile the 
lowlands typify the Mojave Desert environment. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bail^y-Kuchler 

Classification 

r^arain/Prxjvince/IW 

Internountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 

Pinyon Woodland 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 

Pinyon Woodland 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 

areas acres areas acres 

NAnOJWIDE 

4 81,301 75 2,121,086 

1 343,753 117 4,246,303 

CALIPORNIA 

3 61,701 18 335,616 

1 343,753 88 3,632,499 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 

within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 

centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major 

population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 

wilderness areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 

of these pc^xalation centers. 

Table 3 

Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpulation Centers 

Pcpulation NWPS areas Other BLM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lcxrpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Visalia^Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 
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3. Balancincf the aeocrrarAiic distribution of wilderness areas; The 
closest designated area is the Dcmaeland Wilderness, approximately 
ten miles west. Within 50 air miles are two other wilderness areas, 
Golden Trout and South Sierra. All three areas are administered by 
the Sequoia National Forest. Six BIM study areas recommended for 
wilderness designation cire within 50 air miles. One of these. 
Little Lake Canyon (CDCA-157), is immediately north of Owens Peak 
WSA, across Nine Mile Canyon Road. 

C. Manaqeabil itv 

The entire Ovens Peak WSA is manageable as wilderness. The recommended 
wilderness portion is more readily manageable than the area recommended 
for nonwildemess. 

The portion recommended for wilderness contains only Federal lands 
administered by the BIM, with no State or private inholdings. With the 
exertion of two vehicle access points in the Sand Canyon area, the 
boundaries of the proposed wilderness are either in terrain that is 
inaccessible by motor vehicle, or are well-defined by physical features. 

The portion recommended for nonwildemess contains over 2,000 acres of 
private inholdings, vhich would be desirable to acquire should the area 
become wilderness. Portions of the recommended nonwildemess area 
contain primitive ways vhioh are presently open to motor vehicle use, 
principally in Indian Wells and Sand Canyons, and the route to Wallcer 
Well. Althou*^ a motor vehicle closure has been in effect since 1978 
over much of the southern two-thirds of the WSA from Freeman Canyon to 
Sand Canyon, the areas mentioned above were excluded from this closure, 
and currently receive vehicle based recreation. In addition, this 
portion of the WSA has about 21 miles of boundary that is not protected 
by terrain against inadvertent vehicle trespass, and vhich for the most 
part lacks an (±(vious 0iysical feature to define the boundary. 
Considering these factors, this portion of the WSA would require 
considerably more visitor use si:pervision to manage as wilderness than 
would the area recommended for designation. 

WitiJn the entire WSA, any develcpment of valid mining claims in areas 
of mineral potential would create manageability pr(±)lems and a loss of 
wilderness values. 

The entire WSA is within the Walker Pass Cattle Grazing Allotment. This 
cillotment annually provides 12,000 animal unit months (ALJMs) of forage, 
and is grazed from November throu^ June. In the event of wilderness 
designation, grazing can continue in the same manner and degree as at 
present, and therefore no management conflicts are expected. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission cis well as 
the wilderness resource. 
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D. Enerctv and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Kncwn at the Time of the Prelindnarv 
Suitability Reconmendation: Ihe Owens Peak WSA is located in the 
BLM CX^/ens Peak Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-E^) Resource Area (GRA). 
Ihe G-E-M resource data for the WSA had not been fully analyzed, 
integrated, and interpreted at the time of the preliminary 
suitability recommendation. However, based on the available 
information, the WSA was classified as having potentiad for 
tungsten, copper and gold. As of December 12, 1979, 27 urpatented 
mining claims were recorded within the WSA. 

The 1980 BIM GRA file data documented a gamma-ray thorium anomaly in 
the extreme southwestern portion of the WSA. 

In addition, the 1980 BIM GRA r^»rt documented data that assigned a 
hi^ potential for tungsten in the southeastern portion of the WSA. 
The file data also assigned an estimated value of $533,000 (1979) to 
known and possible deposits of tungsten in this area. 

2. Summary of Sicrnificant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Reccmmendation: The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and 
U.S. Bureau of Mines (BC^) conducted mineral surveys of the portion 
of CMens Peak WSA recommended for wilderness designation in 1982 and 
1983, respectively. The recommended nonwildemess portion of the 
WSA was not evaluated. 

In 1985, BCM issued the results of the 1983 study in an cp)en-file 
report (MLA 2-85). The BC»1 data was incorporated into a combined 
r^»rt published in 1985 by USGS (Bulletin 1708-B). The following 
summarizes the findings of the coirbined r^x>rt. 

The BCM identified several mines (Magnolia, Blue Max, Buckhom) in 
the south-central portion of the WSA as being within the Indian 
Wells Canyon (gold) Mining District. BC^ cited past production of 
215 tons of gold ore and 97 tons of tungsten ore from the Magnolia 
Mine; 64 tons of tungsten ore from the Blue Max prospect; and 83 
tons of tungsten ore from the Buckhom Mine. In addition, BOM 
stated that the Magnolia Mine contains sub-economic gold resources 
of 1.2 million tons averaging 0.02 ounce per ton, with byproduct 
silver. The BOM also identified 20,000 tons of sub-economic (0.10% 
tungsten oxide) tungsten ore at the Midnite Glow prospect in 
Ninemile Canyon at the northern boundary of the WSA. 

The USGS classified the area surrounding the Midnite Glow prospect 
in the northern portion of the WSA as having a moderate potenticil 
for the occurrence of a tungsten resource (See M^ 2). An area in 
the south-central portion of the WSA in Indian W^ls Canyon, 
encompassing the Blue Max and Magnolia Mines, was classified by the 
USGS as having a moderate potential for the occurrence of gold and 
tungsten resources. A smaller area to the northwest was also 
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classified as having a lew potential for the occurrence of gold and 
tungsten. The USGS classified the northern one-third of the WSA as 
having a lew potenticil for the occurrence of lead, cc^jper and 
tungsten resources based on favorable geology and anonalous 
geoehemiccil levels. In addition, USGS classified a small area at 
the head of Sand Canyon, surrounding the KE-NYO-TAC prospect, as 
having a lew potential for the occurrence of skam type tungsten 
d^xDsits. 

The limited amount of 1980 ELM GRA file data and the data and 
conclusions outlined in the 1985 BCM and USGS r^xort generally 
agree. The USGS ocsn±)ined r^ort made no mention of the thorium 
anomaly documented in the 1980 BIM GRA r^ort in the southwestern 
porticxi of the WSA. However, based on the BIM classification 
system, this area can be classified as having a lew potenticil for 
the occurrence of uranium. In addition, the 1980 BIM GRA file data 
cite the occurrence of a past feldspar producing prospect in the 
Five Mile Canyon area and estimate a past production of 50 tons. 

Since 1980, one Plan of Operations to conduct exploration and mining 
related activities within the WSA has been filed with the BIM. The 
Plan of Operations addressed pre^xDsed activities to be conducted at 
the Magnolia Mine in an area classified by the USGS as having a 
moderate potential for the occurrence of gold and tungsten 
resources. 

Urpatented lode mining claims are concentrated in the recommendcid 
nonwildemess southeastern, central, and eastern portions of the 
WSA. Unpatented placer mining claims are located in the southern 
portion of the WSA and the southern part of the recommended 
wilderness portion of the WSA. A mill site location has been filed 
in the central portion of the recommended nonsuitable portion of 
the WSA. Uipatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the 
table belcw taken from BIM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING dAIM SUTTABIE NC^SUTT. TOTAL SUITABIE NC^SUTT. TOTAL 

lode 11 6 17 220 120 340 
Placer 1 18 19 40 720 760 
Mill Site 1 0 1 5 0 5 
Total 13 24 37 265 840 1,105 
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E. Summary of Environmentcil Consequences of the Prcposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Vcilues; Overall, wilderness values will be 
retained in the 40% of the WSA to be designated wilderness. 
However, severe site-specific adverse impacts to wilderness values 
will occur if any valid mining claims are developed. In the 
nonwildemess portion of the WSA, wilderness values will decline 
over the long-term in the area of moderate gold and tungsten 
potential as a result of esqjloration and develcpnfent, and in areas 
used for CXiV recreation. Existing wilderness values will be 
retained in the nonwildemess portions of the WSA not subjected to 
these two uses. 

2. Impact on Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail; Ihe affected portion 
of the trail is within, or on the western border of, the area 
recommended for wilderness. The future quality of primitive 
recreation opportunities on this segment of the trail will thus be 
assured. 

3. Impact on Habitat of Ninemile Canyon Riacelia; Ihe known habitat of 
this plant in Ninemile Canyon will be within the wilderness area and 
therefore protected against surface disturbance to the maximum 
extent possible. Site-specific adverse impacts would occur if valid 
mining claims are developed. In the canyons to the south the areas 
between 6,000 and 7,000 feet considered most likely to harbor this 
plant are within the reccmmended wilderness. 

4. Impact on Native American Uses and Values; Sacred features will be 
protected under the American Indian Religious Freedom Acrt. Any 
changes in physical appearance or use of sacred sites will be made 
only in consultation with the appropriate Native American grotp. 

5. Impact on Archeological Resources; All proposed surface disturbing 
activities will be subjected to environmental analysis to cillow the 
detection and salvage of any resources. 

6. Impact on Locatable Mineral Exploration and PevelooTvent: Forty 
percent of the WSA will be withdrawn from mineral entry. 
Develcpment of the 12 existing claims will be subject to proof of a 
valid discovery. There will be no impact to exploration and 
development on 60% of the WSA, vhich presently contains 24 claims. 

F. Locxal Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur 
in this document. 
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G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Cognments 

Public canments were solicited throut^out all phases in the develc^xnent 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Riase were taken into account during develc^xnent 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The follcwing is a 
summary of all cemnents received. Known inaccuracies are noted in 
parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phaser The large number of ccanments received were mostly 
in favor of giving the area further wilderness study because of 
outstanding flora and fauna and rugged terrain; others referred to 
irprints of man's activities. The latter portions were excluded 
vherever appropriate. 

2. Study Phase: Of the 50 ccraments on this WSA, 27 favored wilderness 
designation. The following reasons were given: This area is a 
unique transition zone between the Sierra Nevada and the desert. In 
fact, the entire WSA is an ecosystem vhich should be protected. It 
contains at least three plants listed by the California Native Plant 
Society as rare and/or endangered (BIM has confirmed sittings of 
only one rare plant within the WSA) as well as a great diversity of 
other plants. Short Canyon and Sarxi Canyon are used as an 
educational classroom or field laboratory for students of ecology, 
botany, geology, entomology, etc. Riparian habitat is noteworthy. 
Wilderness designation will permit a wilderness experience on the 
Pacific Crest Trail \ihich. traverses this section. Proximity to the 
communities of Indian Wells Valley provides an (pportunity for a one 
day wilderness experience. This area is needed for primitive 
recreation such as picnicking, si<^tseeing and hiking to 
counterbalance the large areas nearby vhich are given over to 
motorized vehicle recreation. The area is adjacent to wilderness 
lands (RARE II) in the Forest Service to the west. 

Opponents wanted to ke^ the area epen for recreational activities 
such as hunting for quail, ohukar and rahbits; carping; and 
motorized vehicle use. Rcxdc climbers especicilly wanted to ke^ epen 
the road to Bill's Butte, as area used for training climbers. 
Rc4±)ers Roost and Indian Wells Canyon roads were needed for access 
for picnics, si^tseeing, and wilderness hiking. Si^ts and sounds 
vhioh were considered to detract from wilderness quality were 
transmission lines, off-hi^way vehicle irpacts, the aqueduct, 
active mines, military overfli^ts, roads and v^ley communities. 
Wildlife guzzlers vhioh have been constructed by the California 
D^xartment of Fish and Game require maintenance; they can detract 
from wilderness quality in spite of being beneficicil to wildlife. 

One comment was received in response to the Public Irput Workbook of 
3/15/79. It stated that the area is a valuable botanical unit, 
containing fine scenic values vhich need preservation throu^ 
wilderness status. 
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3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Most of the cx:«nments on the Draft Plan 
Alternatives treated this VJSA as part of the total wilderness 
system of the C3XA. The National Outdoor Coalition, a coalition of 
mining, rockhounding, and off-highway vehicle grou^ recanmended 
that this area be designated unsuitable for wilderness status and 
classified for moderate intensity multiple use. A large number of 
club members sent in printed coupons and letters si^porting this 
position. Conservation oriented grou^ advocated wilderness 
designation for the area. The County of Inyo Board of Sii^^ervisors 
exposed wilderness in favor of moderate intensity multiple use, 
stating that the BIM had failed to consider mineral resources. 

4. Proposed Plan: Comments and positions of respondents were similar 
to those described for Draft Plan Alternatives. In addition, the 
Sequoia National Forest requested further coordination on adjoining 
potential wilderness lands. They asked that BIM defer its decision 
on this WSA until Sequoia National Forest completes its studies on 
contiguous lands, so that classifications could be made 
simultaneously. 

5. 1982 Plan Amendment: In 1982, Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
preposed a change in designation for the southern half of the WSA to 
Class M (moderate intensity multiple use), for the reason that, 
according to a map in the CDCA Plan, the area had unqualified 
potential for locatable minerals. Ihe preposed amendment was 
rejected. One hundred and five letters were received in response to 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on this issue — 100 
exposed and five in favor. 

Five more letters replied to the Final EIS, four exposed and one in 
favor. 

Ihe reasons for exposition were the same as those given throu^out 
the planning process. In addition, protection of cultural resources 
was em^tosized. Ihe State of California Resources Agency urged 
rejection of the amendment due to potenticil effects on wildlife and 
cultural resources. Ihe amendment was exposed by 20 groups and 
favored by three. Ihe amendment prxposcil was drexped from further 
consideration. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

OWENS PEAK WSA (COCA-158) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LEGAL 

PARCEL 

No. 

DESCRIPTION 

TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

SURFACE 

ESTATE 

SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

LAND 

COSTS 

($1000) 

PROCESSING 

COSTS 

($1000) 

1 24S. 37E. 34 MDM 370 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 37.0 2.5 

2 25S. 37E. 2,3,11 MDM 425 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 42.0 2.5 

3 25S. 37E. 13,24 MDM 100 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 10.0 2.5 

4 25S. 37E. 24 MDM 160 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 16.0 2.5 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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onw HF3WFN WrrrERMRSS STTICY AREft. (VBA) 

(CDCA-159) 

1. THE STUDY AREA - 8,873 acres 

The CcM Heaven WSA is located in Kem County in the northwest portion of 
the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The City of Ridgecrest is 
ajproxijnately 30 miles to the northeast. The cirea is composed of 8,155 
acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management 
(BIM) and 718 acres of private land (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

State Hi^iway 178 forms the northern border of the Ccw Heaven WSA. The 
east boundary cuts south for one and a half miles and then west for another 
one and a half miles, following no specific topographic features. A 
cherrystemmed road enters the WSA at this point and continues into the area 
for one mile. The boundary continues south for two miles, cuts sharply west 
for one mile, and then meanders south around a large hill until finally 
reaching the road in Sage Canyon. The southern boundary follows Sage Canyon 
Road until it reaches the Sequoia National Forest border. The western 
boundary is the Sequoia National Forest. 

The WSA contains afproximately 85% mountains and 15% alluvicil fans. The 
terrain includes eroded hills and canyons of the southern Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. The remainder of the area is composed of hi^ desert alluvial 
fans. The elevations range from 4,000 feet at the eastern border to 6,000 
feet in the Scodie Mountains along the Sequoia National Forest boundary. 
The vegetation within the WSA consists of creosote bush and bunch grasses in 
the Icwer elevations. The vegetation makes a transition to Joshua trees and 
desert scrub in the mid elevations and some pinyoiVjuniper in the hi^er 
elevations in the western portion of the area. 

The entire WSA is within the Javbone/Butterbredt Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC). 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOCMffiNDATTC^ AND RATTQNATF - 0 acres recoTimended for 
wilderness 

8,155 BLM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Ccw Heaven WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. Future 
activities in the area will be controlled by the lew intensity management 
guidelines prescribed for the area in the CDCA Plan. This recommendation 
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will be inplemented in a manner wtiich will use practical means to avoid or 
minimize environmental impacts. 

Ihe Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 

The VJSA was originally delineated during development of the CDCA Plan as a 
natural extension of an area being considered for wilderness in the adjacent 
Sequoia National Forest. It was recognized, however, that the WSA was not 
manageable as wilderness unless the adjacent area in the Forest was also 
designated wilderness. Ihe adjacent area in the Sequoia Naticml Forest was 
not designated wilderness. Designation of the Cow Heaven WSA as wilderness 
would not contribute any additionail unique or distinct features to the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. 

The physical configuraticxi of the WSA is the primary reason that makes the 
area unmanageable as wilderness. It wraps around a comer of the adjacent 
National Forest resulting in a long and narrow WSA. The western portion of 
the WSA is not contiguous with the rest of the area due to several private 
inholdings. The cherrystemmed road in Cow Heaven Canyon essentially 
isolates the northern portion of the WSA from the southern portion. Only a 
narrow, one-half mile passage bridges the WSA together at this point. There 
are approximately four miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, 
washes and other unmaintained routes of access which will remain available 
for vehicular use. 

The c^portunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation cannot be considered outstanding. In fact, the narrow 
configuration in conjunction with the cherrysteramed road and the private 
inholdings, virtually eliminate any such cpportunities in the southern half 
of the WSA. The naturalness of the WSA has also been significantly impacted 
from off-hi^way vehicle use. The southern Sierra carbons have 
traditionally been a spill-over area for off-hi(^way vehicle use from the 
heavily used Jav^ne Canyon Off-Hi^way Vehicle Area. 

The area is a favored recreation area for hiking, hunting, off-hi^way 
vehicle touring, car cairping, shooting, and si<^tseeing. Some of the better 
hunting cpportunities for chukar, quail, dove, and ral±)it in the CDCA occur 
in this area. An estimated 18,000 visitor-use days occurred in 1984. 
There is a teaching and research site within the WSA vhich receives five to 
seven visits per year by colleges and universities. 

There is significant mineral interest in the WSA. Over one fourth of the 
entire WSA is encumbered with 66 mining claims. The entire WSA is also 
within the Rudnick and Walker Livestock Grazing Allotment. Grazing has 
occurred in the area since pre-1979. Portions of the area contain 
significant cultural resource values. 

The entire WSA is within the Javhone/Butterbredt ACEC. Althouj^ the WSA 
does not contain outstanding wilderness values, the area does contain 
significant wildlife resources. Significant portions of the ACEC, and the 
WSA, are included in a National Cocperative Land and Wildlife Management 
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Area withdrawal. The WSA is within a broad ecjotonal region ejdiibiting a 
mixing of Sierra Nevada and Mojave Desert flora and fauna. Desert plants 
such as creosote, Joshua tree, and burrcbrush may be found in close 
cissociation with pinyon pine, juniper, and canyon oak. 

The management prescriptions in the ACEC management plan establish prc^)er 
use patterns and the appropriate actions and improvements to protect the 
flora and fauna of the V?SA and the eastern foothills of the Sierra Nevada. 
Historiccil recreationcil uses of the area can continue without the sacrifice 
of resource values. 

TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BUM (surface and subsurface) 8,155 
Split Estate (BLM surface only) 0 

Ihholdings 
State 0 
Private 718 

Total 8,873 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within V^A) 0 
HEM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Iteccxnmended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 8,155 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM lands Not Recommended for Wilderness 8,155 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING THE WILDERNESS REOaf>lMEM:>AnC^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: Ihe western edge of the area is affected primarily by 
natural forces. Ihe eastern portions of the area have been impacted 
by off-hi^Tway vehicle use, mostly by motorcycle trails. Denuded 
cireas are evident vhere car caitping has occurred within the area. 
Also, stock watering ponds, troughs and tanks are noticeable within 
the lower portions. Ihe route of travel in Cow Heaven Canyon 
extends past the end of the cherrystemmed road and into the adjacent 
National Forest; cutting the WSA in half and affecting the 
naturalness of the WSA. 

2. Solitude: Ihe interior of the northern portion the WSA has 
opportunities for solitude. However, solitude along the northern 
boundary is reduced by vehicle traffic on State Highway 178. Ihe 
noise of automc±)iles and frequent heavy truck traffic gearing down 
from Walker Pass cause a loss of solitude along the entire northern 
boundary of the WSA. Ihrou^out the rest of the WSA, (importunities 
for solitude are available only in isolated pockets. 

Ihis WSA is periodic:ally overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the nationcil defense mission taking place in approved militciry 
cperating areas and fli^t corridors. Ihe visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic terrporary effects on solitude \toch 
cire deemed necessary and ac(Deptable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uncxpnfined Recreation: Primitive recreation occurs 
within the area in the form of hiking and si^tseeing. However, 
there are few outstanding cpportunities for unconfined recreation 
because of the configuration and narrow c^Dnstrictions of the WSA 
boundciry. 

4. Soecicil Features: Ihe entire WSA is within the Ja\^Done/Butterbredt 
ACEC. Significant portions of the ACEC are included in a National 
Qxperative Land and Wildlife Management Area withdrawal. Ihe ACEC 
was designated to protect and manage the wildlife habitat 
associated with transitional ecDotones between the Sierra Nevada and 
the Mojave Desert. Ihe varied habitats provided by this transition, 
in conjunction with the available water sources, provide 
micrdiabitats for species v^(di would otherwise not survive. Ihe 
establishment of desert and mountain species has produced a great 
degree of diversity over a small geographic area. Ihe riparian 
vegetation present in canyon bottcms attracts a number of migrant 
and resident bird species. 

Ihis area has also been traditionally used by the Kawaiisu, Paiute 
and Chem^uevi Indians. One area of significance is the Boulder 
Spring archaeological site. Ihe WSA is also used for religious 
purposes, vegetation gathering, and other traditional uses. 
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B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecxDSVstems; This WSA cxmtains 6,685 acres of the 
Intermcuntain Sagebrush/Juniper^Pinyon Woodland and 1,470 acres of 
the American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. The Ccw Heaven WSA 
vrould not increase the diversity of the types of ecosystems 
r^resented in the National Wilderness Preservaticm System. Even 
thou^ this WSA does contain a somevshat unusual transition zone, 
such ecosystems are r^resented in other WSAs that are recxsnmended 
for wilderness designation in the CDCA. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 

Domain/Provinoe/FNV areas acres areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

Intermountain Sag^rush/Juniper- 
Pinyon Woodland 

4 81,301 74 2,144,439 

4,266,400 American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 

CAUPORNIA 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 

Pinyon Woodland 

2 61,701 18 358,969 

3,652,596 American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreati^ 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of manor population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major 
pc^xilation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated and other BLM stucty cirecis within a five-hour drive 

of the pc^xilation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pc^iulatiOTi Centers 

Pcpulation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres cu:eas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 
los Angeles-Long Beaoh 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Qxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Loinpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Visal ia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of six BIM WSAs recommended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is Doamelands, 
v^ch is administered by Sequoia National Forest, ten miles to the 
west of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

The Cow Heaven WSA is not of itself manageable as wilderness. The 
wilderness values that are present do stand on their own merit without 
the adjacent Forest Service area. 

The boundary of the WSA is in such a configuration that the northern 
portion is effectively s^>arated from the southern unit by a 
cherrysteramed road and a narrow passage. The southern unit is further 
divided into noncontiguous portionsby a block of private inholdings. 
Without these parcels, management to protect wilderness values is not 
possible. 

The ctrea traditionally receives a significant spill-over from the 
Javtoone Off-Hi^way Vehicle (CHV) open area. There are many motorcycle 
trails within the lower elevations of the WSA. It would be difficult to 
redirect this historic use to other areas. 

Over a quarter of the WSA is encumbered with 66 mining claims. Validity 
examinations on all of the claims would likely result in seme claims 
proving valid. Any subsequent mineral develc^3ment would be incompatible 
with wilderness values. 
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Military overfli^ts in this WSA irust be considered to maiitoin the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense missicxi cis well as 

the wilderness rescurce. 

D. Enercfv and Mineral Resource Vcilues 

1. Summary of Information Known at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recxanmendation: The Ccm Heayen WSA is in the BIM 
JavAone Canycxi Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) Resource Area (C3^). 
BLM G-E-M resource data in the wilderness secrtion of the CDCA plan 
EIS (Volume B, Afpendix III) in 1980 was not fully an^yzed, 
integrated, and interpreted at the time of the suitability 
reco!Timendatic»i. The WSA was not eyaluated for mineral resource 
potential due to lack of sufficient data. As of December 12, 1979, 
there were no urpatented mining claims located in the WSA. 

The BIM GRA file did not classify the WSA for mineral occurrence 

potential. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Reccarimendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Reccanmendation: No U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) or U.S. 
Bureau of Mines (BOM) mineral surveys were conducted in -^e W!^ 
because it is reccanmended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 

No additional data is available as of January, 1988, therefore no 
map of the mineral potential is included in this r^xDrt. 

Unpatented placer mining claims are spread throcK^out the entire 
WSA. Urpatented lode mining claims are concentrated in the 
southwestern portion of the WSA. Urpatented mining claims in the 
WSA are summarized in the following table taken frcm BLM records 

dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 

MINING CLAIM SUITABLE lOTSUTT. TOTAL SUITABLE NC^ISUTT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 25 25 N/A 500 500 

Placer N/A 41 41 N/A 1,640 1,640 

Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 66 66 N/A 2.140 2.140 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values: Wilderness values will suffer adverse 
impacts due to continued use of the area ^ off-hi^way vehicles 
within the area. AlthoiK^ the area contains no identified mineral 
potentials, any noise, surface disturbance and access requirements 
for mineral exploration and develcpment will ne^tively mpact 
naturalness, solitude, and primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation. However, according to the lew intensity management 
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2. 

guidelines prescribed for the ctrea in the CDCA Plan and the 
Javtoone/Butterbredt ACEC Plan, strict mitigating measures will be 
applied to cill actions that have the potenticil to adversely affect 
sensitive resource values. 

Impact cani locatable mineral Exploration and Development; 
Opportunities for exploration and development will continue to be 
available subject to applicable laws and regulations and the lew 
intensity guidelines in the CDCA Plan and the ACEC Plan. 

3. Impact on Vehicle Dependant Recreation; Opportunities for 
motorized recreation on designated routes of travel will continue to 
be available within the area. 

4. Impact on Cultural Resources and Native American Values; In 
addition to the existing laws and regulations that protect cultural 
resource values, resources will be further protected by the 
management prescriptions contained in the CDCA Plan and the ACEC 
Plan. Opportunities for motorized access for traditional 
collection and spiritual use will continue to be available. 

5. Impact on Hunting; Opportunities for motorized access to suppxort 
hunting will continue to be available throu^out the WSA. 

6. Impact on ACEC and Wildlife Habitat; Opportunities for 
implementation of a ccmplete spectrum of management actions will 
continue to be available to protect and enhance ripjarian and 
wildlife habitat. Any development from mining operations are 
ejqecrted to result in site-specific inpac±s. 

7. Impact on Livestoek Management; Opportunities will continue to be 
available for the use of mechanized equipment for maintenance and 
development of new range improvements consistent with guidelines in 
the CDCA and ACEC Plan. 

F. Local Soeial and Econcmic Considerations 

No local s<ocial or economic oonsiderations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Iherefore, no further discaission of this topic will 
occar in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public (omments were solicited throu^out all phases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all exmments received. Inaoxarracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 
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1. Inventory Phase: Canments listed various roads and scars made by 

motorcycle and off-highway vehicle activity. The nearby aqueduct, a 

transmission line, and State Hi<^way 178 were said to create noise 

and visual bli^t vtiich nullified wilderness quality. Field checks 

resulted in deletion of areas in the southeast portion of the area. 

2. Study Phase: Thirty six comments were received on this WSA. 

Wilderness designation was <^)posed by 23 and favored by 13. Among 

those in composition were many motorcyclists and off-hi^way vehicle 

recreaticaiists vho were accustomed to using this area for motorcycle 

trail riding and vehicle oriented activities, including 

rcckhcxinding, prospecting, caitping and general family recreation. 

The area at Bill's Butte was cited as the last good training area 

for rock, climbing in the region, particmularly since Rcber's Roost 

had been closed. Hunting was another pcoxilar activity. Further, 

the canyons were said to be excellent starting points for taking off 

into the Secjuoia National Forest. 

Si^ts and sounds vhich were listed as detracting from wilderness 

quality included nei<^Tboring hi^ways with their traffic noise, a 

transmission line, an acjueciuct, and numerous roads and trails vhich 

traverse the area. (The transmission line and aqueduct is not within 

the WSA). Wilderness proponents emf^iasized the contiguity of RARE 

II land and the classic wilderness values of the roadless portion of 

the WSA. Scenic quality, vegetation rare wildflowers, pinyon pines, 

wildlife, prairie falcon, and riparian habitats were mentioned. A 

few respondents wanted to combine with WSA 159 with adjacent WSAs 

and the RARE II area into a large wilderness area, with the roads 

into the canyons excluded but available as desirable access routes. 

Others urged rehabilitation of areas damaged by motorized vehicles 

and grazing. (The RARE II area was dropped from further 

consideration by the Forest Service.) 

Three responses were received to the Public Input Workbook 

(3/15/79). Two favored wilderness designation because the area's 

excellent natural and scenic values. The third was from the State of 

California D^>artment of Fish and Game vhich recommended against 

wilderness v^ch they thou^t mi^t prevent vehicular access to 

gallinaceous guzzlers and develcped springs that are critical to 

several significant game species pcpulations. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public comments specific to this WSA 

were received in response to the draft plan alternatives. However, 

this WSA was one of those cpposed by the National CXitdoor 

coaliticai, a coalition of mining, rxxddiounding and off-hi^way 

vehicle grcxps. A large number of club members sent in printed 

coupons sipporting a multiple use position designation of "moderate 

use" for his area; this designation was offered by the Use 

Alternative. Conservation organizations sufported the Protective 

Alternative vhich recxammended wilderness for this WSA. 
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4. Proposed Plan; Conservation organizations and vehicle-oriented 

recreation groi^ maintained the same position stated for the Draft 

Plan Alternative. In addition, there were a few letters for and 

against grazing in the region of this WSA. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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Horse Canyon 
CDCA 160 





HCR5E caNyrw wniroiESS srore area (wsa) 

(CDCA-160) 

1. THE STUDY AREA. - 4,595 acres 

The Horse Canyon WSA is located in Kem County in the west-central portion 
of the Ccilifomia Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The closest ccsranunity, 
Ridgecrest, is located roomily 20 miles northeast. The WSA is ccsnposed 
entirely of public land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BIM) 
(see Map 1 and Table 1). 

The WSA is bounded in the northeast comer by the Sequoia National Forest 
Boundary. Elsewhere, the boundary follows tcpographic features, 
surrounding the base of a ridge extending from the Scodie Mountains until it 
again meets the Sequoia NationcLL Forest Boundary. 

The area consists of five interconnecting hills, remnants of the Scodie 
Mountains. This range comprises the southern extremity of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains. Elevations range from 3,400 to 6,771 feet. The hi^er 
elevations sijpport stands of Joshua trees, v^le the intervening sieves are 
covered with lew desert shrubs. 

The WSA is totally within the Jawbone-Butterbredt Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC), designated in 1980 to protect outstanding 
wildlife and Native American values. 

The WSA was studied under Section 202 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
lose, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area*s wilderness values was 
included in i^piendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECOMMENDATTC^ AND RATTQNATF - 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

4,595 BIM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for this WSA. The entire acreage in 
this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. This recommendation 
will be implemented in a manner vhich will use all practical means to avoid 
or minimize environmental impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 
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The WSA is reocranended nonsuitable because; (1) the area’s value as 
wilderness is minimal and is exceeded by other resource values; (2) the 
Sequoia National Forest is no longer proposing the cirea adjacent to this WSA 
cis a PARE II wilderness area; and (3) the WSA is less than 5000 acres in 
size. 

The area has been used by off-hi^iway vehicles for many years, long before 
the area was reccmmended for wilderness stuc^. Evidence of this activity 
consists of well used trails vhich criss-cross the area and extend over the 
saddles of the hills. These trails detract from the area's naturalness. 
There are a^roximately ei^t miles of routes of travel including primitive 
ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of access vhich will remain 
available for vehicular use. 

Opportunities for solitude and for primitive and unconfined recreation are 
severely limited within the area. The narrow area does not offer the 
wilderness traveler many opportunities for primitive and unconfined 
recreation. Solitude is limited to a few areas vhich offer vegetative 
screening. Vehicle use in the canyons on either side of the area has a 
detrimentcil effect on solitude within. 

At the time of inventory, the Sequoia National Forest was proposing the area 
adjacent to this WSA as a RARE II area. Since that time, the RARE II status 
has been dropped and the area has been classified for further study. 
Without the Forest Service RARE II area, the WSA offers even fewer 
opportunities for a wilderness experience. 

Because of the areas size, it would be difficult to manage. Wilderness 
values could be virtually preenpted by the presence of only a few 
conflicting uses. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 4,595 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Total 4,595 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Totcil BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccmmended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 4,595 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 4,595 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING TOE WIIEERNESS REOCMIENDATIONS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: The naturalness in this WSA has been reduced by the 
many motorcycle and all-terrain vehicle trails v^ch criss-cross toe 
terrain. These trails, vhich were mentioned by toe public in their 
comments concerning this area, wind along toe tcpograjAiy and climb 
over toe passes between toe hills. Where toe trails are not 
evident, natural forces act cis toe primary influence. 
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2. Solitude; The WSA offers some aspects of solitude but 
opportunities here are not outstanding. Bird Spring Pass Road lies 
a short distancje from the southern boundary. This road is heavily 
used by off-hi^iway vehicles to gain access to Kelso Valley and 
other nearby recreation areas. Solitude near the northern boundary 
is ccnprxxnised by recreation vehicles using the Horse Canyon Road to 
gain access into the Scodie Mountains and as a base caitp for off- 
hi^Tway vehicle recreation activities. From all areas within the 
WSA, vehicle activity and human activity is quite evident. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli<^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic terrporary effects on solitude v^ch 
cire deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uhconfined Recreation; The primitive recreation 
cpportunities of the cirea are limited. The narrow area, stretching 
only two miles wide and four miles long, does not offer the 
wilderness recreationist much in the way of primitive and unconfined 
recreation. 

4. Special Features; The WSA is entirely within the Javbone- 
Butterbredt ACEC. This ACEC was designated to protect wildlife and 
Native American values. 

This area was traditionally used by the Kawaiisu for collection 
purposes. Sites of occipation and sacred use areas are found within 
this WSA. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This area contains 4,595 acres of the 
Intermcuntain Sagebrush/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystem. The 
Horse Canyon WSA would not increase the diversity of the types of 
ecosystems r^resented in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classificatiai NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
IXamin/Provinoe/FNV areas acres areas acres 

NATiaWIDE 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper^ 4 81,301 74 2,146,708 

Pinyon Woodland 

CALIFORNIA 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 3 61,701 18 361,238 

Pinyon Woodland 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major potxilation 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 

of the population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Pcpulation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 

Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 

Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 

Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 

Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 

Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 

Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lonpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 

San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Visal ia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,46 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of ei^t BIM WSAs reccaranended for wilderness 
designation. Ihe closest designated wilderness area is Dc3melands, 
in the Sequoia Nationail Forest, ten miles north of the WSA. 
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C. Mcmaqeabilitv 

The Horse Canycai WSA is manageable as wilderness. Hcwever, managernGoit 
would be cxafnplicated by severed issues. 

The existing recreation use of this area is well established and would 
be difficult to control. Motorcycles have traditioncilly used this area 
and their passage has created a network of trails throughout the WSA. 
The off-hi^Tway vehicles have caused a proliferation of hillclirribs, 
passing throu^ the saddles of the hills in this area. 

Because the Sequoia National Forest has dre^ped their RARE II 
wilderness study lands adjacent to the WSA, the WSA would have to be 
managed as a s^arate unit. Managing this WSA to retain the wilderness 
Vcilues would be extremely difficult. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Kicwn at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recommendation; Ihe Horse Canyon WSA is located in the 
BLM Jawbone Canyon Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-E-M) Resource Area 
(GRA). Ihe BIM G-E-M narrative in the wilderness section of the 
CDCA plan EIS (Volume B, .^pendix III) was not fully analyzed, 
integrated and interpreted at the time of the preliminary 
suitability reooanmendation. Hcwever, the EIS G-E-M narrative stated 
that the WSA has potential for uranium. As of December 12, 1979, 
there were no uipatented mining claims located in the WSA on record 
with the BIM. 

Ihe 1980 BIM GRA file data does not si^jport the G-E-M statement in 
the 1980 CDCA EIS for the occurrence potential of uranium. Ihe WSA 
was not evaluated for mineral resource potenticil due to lack of 
sufficient data. 

2. Summary of Sicmificant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Recommendation: No U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) or U.S. 
Bureau of Mines (BCM) minercLL surveys have been cxxnpleted for the 
WSA because it was reocanmended nonsuitable for wilderness 
designation. No additioncil information is available cis of February, 
1988. 

No mineral resource potential map is included in this r^xjrt because 
there are no identified mineral values. 

Urpatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 
table taken from BIM records dated January, 1988. 
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Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 

MINING CIAIM SUITABLE Noisurr. TOTAL SUITABLE NCK5UIT. TOTAL 

lode N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Placer N/A 2 2 N/A 80 80 

Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 2 2 N/A 80 80 

E. Summary of Environmental Oonsecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Wilderness values will suffer adver^ 
impacts due to the continued use of off—hi^iway vehicles on existing 
routes and trails within the WSA. 

2. Impact on locatable Mineral Exploration and Developnent; 
Opportunities for exploration and develcpment of mineral rescuroes 
will ccxitinue to be available within the area, althou^ no mineral 
potential is known to occur here. Ihis activity will be subject to 
the regulations stated in 43 CFR 3809 regarding surface disturbance, 
cis well as any additional constraints stated in the CDCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Motorized Recreation; Opportunities for motorized 
recreation on designated routes will continue to be available within 
the area. 

4. Impact on Native American Values: Some Native Americein values may 
be jeopardized under less restrictive management. Native Americans 
will be able to continue to gather plant fiber and carry on with 
historic uses within the eocea, 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local socicil or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public oxamments were solicited throu^out all phases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Etaft Plan Alternatives and Prcposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
cure noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Respondents listed the following featur^ which 
detracrt from wilderness suitability: motorcycle cind off-hi^way 
vehicle roads and trails, grazing trails, a buried cable, and visual 
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pollution caused by pcwerlines, a iiiicrcwave station, and the los 
Angeles aqueduct. Adjustments in the southern boundary were made 
after field checks. Other respondents praised the naturalness of 
the aunea and its opportunities for solitude and primitive 
recreaticn. 

2. Study_^3ase: Almost two-thirds (35) of the 56 comments received on 
WSA 160 opposed wilderness designatic»i for this area. Historically, 
much of the area has been used for motorcycle racing and trail 
riding, for C»17-oriented recreation, and for family outings and 
camping. Members of an organized grotp (unidentified) wrote to say 
hew much they and their families and friends enjoyed the use of the 
curea. Many added that they appreciated the naturalness of the area 
and that they took good care of the land and did not disturb the 
wildlife. Some pointed out the many roads, trails, and scars due to 
CH7 use vhich make the area unfit for wilderness. Also noted were 
the visual disturbances due to pcwerlines, a micrewave station and 
the Los Angeles Aqueduct. 

The State of California D^artment of Fish and Game exposed 
wilderness designation. They feetred that vehicular access for 
maintenance of ipland game guzzlers would be curtailed leading to a 
decrease in the population of upland game and in the <pportunities 
for hunting. Other activities for vhich respondents wished to have 
vehicular access were rocWiounding, prospecting, camping, and 
general OtN enjoyment. 

The 21 letters favoring wilderness mentioned the contiguity to USES 
RARE II land and the classic traditional wilderness quality of the 
east slope of the Sierras. They stated that the area is relatively 
undisturbed. It is part of the Southern Sierra habitat, provides a 
transition from desert to mountain, contains unique canyons and 
urpolluted wrings, and is important to migrating birds and other 
wildlife. CXitstanding features are Jo^ua-sage communities, 
granitic outcroppings, pinyon pines, and excellent c^portunities for 
solitude and primitive types of recreation, such as hiking, nature 
study, and hunting. Also mentioned were opportunities for college 
level research in botany, ornithology, mammalogy, and herpetology, 
adong with the request to protect the area until a complete 
inventory could be completed. 

IWo cemments were received in response to the Public Workbook 
(3/15/79). Both opposed wilderness, one stated that the area 
ccmitains less them 5,000 acres. The other said that this is prime 
CHV recreatioral land and unsuitable for wilderness because of the 
many man-made scars and the noise from the aircraft which pass 
overhead. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was cme of those opposed by the National (Xitdoor coeilition, 
a coalition of mining, rockhounding and off-road vehicle gnxps. A 
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Icirge number of club irembers sent in printed ocx^xdtis supporting a 
multiple use designation of '*inoderate use” for this cirea; this 
edtemative was offered by the Use Alternative. Oonservaticxi 
organizatic»TS and their members supported the Protective Alternative 
vhich recommended wilderness for the VJSA. 

4. Proposed Plan; Oonservaticai organizations and vehicle-oriented 
recreaticxi grot^js maintained the same positicxi stated for the Draft 
Plan Alternative. 

No comments were received from loceil governments. 
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KELflO PEAK WTTJTONFSS STOPy AREA fWSA) 

(CDCA~160B) 

1. THE STODY AREA - 9,341 acres 

The Kelso Peak WSA is located in Kem County in the west central portion of 
the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The nearest conanunities are 
California City; 35 miles south, Ridgecrest, 33 miles northwest; and Mojave; 
42 miles south. The area is ccmposed of 7,297 acres of public land under 
the jiirisdicticMi of the Bureau of Land Management (BIM) and 2044 acres of 
private land. There are no State or split estate lands located within the 
WSA (see M^ 1 and Table 1). 

The northern boundary starts at the Sequoia National Forest border and 
continues east for three quarters of a mile and then turns south for one 
mile, east for two miles and then south for six miles, follcwing the lower 
slopes of the Southern Sierra Mountains until it meets a dirt road. The 
boundary follows the dirt road at the southernmost end until it meets the 
Sequoia National Forest border. The boundary follows the Sequoia NaticxicLL 
Forest Border north until it meets at the northernmost border of the WSA. 

The area is comoposed of 90% mountainous terrain and 10% alluvicil plains. 
The elevation varies from 3,300 to 5,500 feet. The ipper slcpes of Kelso 
Peak are dotted with pinyon pine and juniper trees. Intervening slcpes are 
brushy with large granite rock outcrcppings. The boulder strewn vcilleys 
support dense stands of Joshua trees. No unusual plant assemblages occur 
within the WSA. 

This WSA is located entirely within the Javfcone-Butterbredt Area of 
Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). This ACEC contains a hi^ily diverse 
faural assemblage esdiibiting Mojave Desert, Sierra Nevada, San Joaquin 
VcLLley and Transverse Range characteristics. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmentcil Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in T^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. R MtiiLiiLiai ̂ roATTOT AND RATTCmiE 0 acres reccmmended for 
wilderness 

7,297 BLM acres reccmmended 
for nonwilderness 

No wilderness is the recommendation for this WSA. The entire acreage in 
this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. This recommendation 
will be inplemented in a manner v^ch will use cill practical means to avoid 
or minimize environmentcil impacts. 
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Ihe Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 

While the WSA did meet the minimum criteria of wilderness as defined in 
Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964, further studies, during the 
pr^)aration of the California Desert Plan determined that the area's values 
as wilderness did not exceed the potential for other uses. Ihe no- 
wildemess reccromendation is based upon the following rationaile: (1) the 
wilderness values are marginal; (2) manageability would be a problem within 
the WSA due to the location of private land; and (3) the landforms and 
ecosystens of the WSA cire already well r^resented in other areas 
recoinmended as suitable. 

A vehicle route v^ch was not identified in the wilderness inventory cuts 
throu^ the heart of the WSA, impacting the naturalness of the area. This 
route is used by vehicle d^jendant recreationists as a conveyance of travel 
throu^ the WSA and also as access into Sequoia National Forest. Even 
without the impacts of this route, the wilderness values are marginal as 
further described in the Wilderness Characteristics section. There are 
approximately three miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, 
Wcishes and other unmaintained routes of access vhich will remain available 

for vehicular use. 

Manageability of the WSA is affected by parcels of private land in the 
northern portion of the WSA. These private lands make Lp one-fourth of the 
acreage within the WSA. If these parcels are develc^jed to a use vhich is 
nonconforming with wilderness, serious manageability problems will result. 
Solitude would be inpaired and naturalness would be reduced. 

The addition of this WSA to the Natural Wilderness Preservation System 
(NWPS) would not add to the diversity or uniqueness of the system, nor would 
it add significantly to the wilderness c^portunities available within the 
region. Kelso Peak is typical of the surrounding tcpography ai^ vegetation 
displayed in the surrounding mountains and hills. There are six BIM WSAs 
recommended for wilderness designation within 50 miles. The nearby 
Domeland Wilderness Area within the Sequoia National Forest possesses 
similar characteristics of much greater quality. 

The WSA is completely within the Rudnick common grazing allotment. 
Allotment Management Plans (AMPs) will be implemented to improve range 
conditions and minimize conflicts with other resources. 

The WSA is within the Jawbone-Butterbredt ACEC and will be administer^ 
using carefully controlled guidelines to augment natural values and minimize 

conflicts with other resources. 
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TARTF 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BLM (surface and subsurface) 7,297 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 2,044 

Itotal 9,341 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BLM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 0 

Iriholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 7,297 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 7,297 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING THE WILDERNESS RECXMENDATIONS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1, Naturalness; The area has been affected mostly by naturcil forces. 
A vehicle route which was not identified in the wilderness inventory 
enters the WSA from the eastern border and continues throu^ the 
middle of the WSA into the Sequoia National Forest. This route cuts 
the WSA in half. The rest of the WSA is in a relatively natural 
condition cilthou^ motorized vehicle use is noticeable throu^out 

the WSA. 
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2. Solitude; Ihe mountainous portion of the area provides a diversity 
of terrain. The solitude is not considered to be outstanding. The 
eastern border of the WSA is immediately adjacent to private houses. 
Emanating from those hemes are the typiccil noises of rural life. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in afproved military 
(perating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude v^ch 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
prparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uhconfined Recreation: The entire eastern border is 
compromised by human habitation in the form of houses and small 
ranchettes. This portion of the area cannot be considered 
outstanding for primitive and unconfined recreation. The western 
portion of the area has epportunities for primitive and unconfined 
recreation due to its diverse tepography and vegetation. 

4. Special Features; The WSA is part of the Javbone-Butterbredt ACEC, 
so designated for its special wildlife, diverse flora, and Native 
American values. 

The southern tip of this WSA is an area of about one and one-half 
square miles of very hi^ cultural resource sensitivity. This area 
was traditionally used by the Kawaiisu for collection purposes. 
Sites of ocopation and sacred use are found within this area. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This WSA contains 7,297 acres of the 
Intermountain Sag^rush/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystem. The 
Kelso Peak WSA would not increase the diversity of the types of 
ecosystems r^resented in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. The Sierra foothills ecosystems are already abundantly 
r^resented in the NWPS in the Sequoia and Inyo National Forests, in 
the National Park wilderness areas and in several of the Bureau's 
recemmended suitable areas. 
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Table 2 - EcxDsystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
ClassificaticMi NWPS Areas Other BLM Studies 
Dc>min/Pix>virK3e/I^ areas acres areas acres_ 

NATIONWIDE 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 4 81,301 74 2,144,006 

Pinyon Woodland 

CALIFORNIA 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 3 61,701 18 358,536 

Pinyon Woodland 

2. Expandir^T the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving tiins ffive hours) of major population 
centers; Ihe WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major 
pc^xilation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated ar^-^s and other BLM study cureas within a five—hour drive 

of the pc^xilation centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Peculation Centers 

Population NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 

Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 

Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 

Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 

Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 

Qxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 

Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Larpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 

San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 
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3. BcLLancincf the geographic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of six BIM WSAs recotimended for wilderness 
designaticxi. The closest designated wilderness area is Domeland, 
managed by the Sequoia National Forest, twenty miles to the north of 
the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

The Kelso Peak WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, there are 
several issues vhich complicate manageability and threaten the ability 
to maintain wilderness values in the long-term. 

A vehicle route which was not identified in the wilderness inventory 
enters the WSA from the eastern side and continues all the way through 
the area exiting at the western boundary. This route cuts the WSA in 
hcilf and provides vehicular access into other portions of the WSA 
potentially causing manageability prdDlems. The route is used by 
recreationists for access into this area and into the Sequoia Nationail 
Forest. Patterns of motorized vehicular access are well developed 
within the WSA. 

The private land pattern within the northern portion of the WSA could 
have a drastic effect on the manageability of the area. Private land 
ccnprises approximately one-forth of the WSA. If this land was to be 
developed into housing or some other form of use vhich was not 
compatible with wilderness, significant adverse impacts would occur to 
the wilderness vcdues of the cirea. Along the eastern boundary are 
houses and ranchettes. These activities do not meld well with 
wilderness values within the WSA and cause a loss of solitude, and 
primitive recreation along and near the boundary of the WSA. The area's 
relatively small size is also a limiting fac±or for manageability of the 
area. 

Ten mining claims were filed in the WSA since 1979. Althou^ mineral 
potenticil is considered lew, if any of the claims prove valid, 
development would create site-specific manageability problems. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Kicwn at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recommendation; The Kelso Peak WSA is within the BLM 
Javtone Canyon Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-E^) Resource Area (GRA). 
BIM G-E-M resource data in the wilderness section of the COCA plan 
EIS (Volume B, i^pendix III), in 1980 was not fully analyzed, 
integrated and interpreted at the time of the suitability 
recommendation. The WSA was not evaluated for mineral resource 
potential due to lack of sufficient data. However, the 1980 G-E-M 
narrative in the EIS stated, that based solely on a limited amount 
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of data, the eastern one-half of the WSA had a possible potential 
for uranium. As of December 12, 1979, five urpatented mining claims 
located in the WSA were recorded with the BUM. 

BIM GKA data files did not classify the WSA for mineral occurrence 

potenticil. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary snitabilitv Itecxmmendation Which Should be Considered^Jn 
the Fin^l Ppcrmmendationi No U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) or U.S. 
Bureau of Mines (BCM) mineral surveys were conducted in ^e W^ 
because it is recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 
No additional data is available as of January, 1988. 

Because the WSA e^diibits only a lew potential for any mineral 
resources a mineral potenticil map was not prepeired for this r^xjrt. 

Urpatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 
table taken from BIM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 

MINING CLAIM SUITABLE imsuiT. TOTAL SUITABLE NONSUIT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 12 12 N/A 240 240 

Placer N/A 3 3 N/A 120 120 

Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total —5m 15 15 N/A 360 360 

Suramarv of Environmental Conseouences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values: Wilderness values will suffer adverse 
inpacts due to the continued use of vehicle routes within the WSA. 
Mineral development, if it occurs, will cause localized adverse 

inpacts to wilderness values. 

2. Impact on Locatable Mineral Exploration and Develocment: 
Opportunities for exploration and development will continue to be 
available within the area, subject to regulations stat^ in 43 CFR 
3809 regarding surface disturbance, as well as any additional 

constraints stated in the CDCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Motorized Recreation; C^portunities for motorized 
recreation on designated routes will continue to be available within 

the area. 

4. Impact on Native American Values; Ofportunities for acce^ by 
Native Americans will not be hindered by the proposed action. 
Traditional plant and pinyon gathering areas will remain accessible 

by motorized vehicles. 
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5. Impact on the ACEC; There will be no inpact on the ACEC. 
Management guidelines will continue to be inplemented to minimize 
OOTiflicts between resources and use. 

F. IpcclL Social and Economic Considerations 

No IocclL socicil or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out cill phases in the development 
of the OXA Plan, finadized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that etre knewn to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; The comments received supported the findings. 

2. Study Phase; Of the four comments received on this WSA, eill 
favored wilderness designation. They mentioned the area's primitive 
oharacter, spectacular scenery, and epportunities for solitude and 
primitive recreation. It was noted that a combination of WSA 160B 
with adjacent USES land on the west and non-CDCA roadless land cxi 
the north would make a contiguous block of potentieil wilderness; 
for this reason the area should be given further study. Also 
mentioned were the unique flora and fauna at varying elevations 
within the WSA and the closeness of the area to the Pacific Crest 
Trail. 

One respondent suggested the exclusion of private land in the 
eastern portion and the rehabilitation of areas irrpacted by 
motorized vehicles. 

One comment received in response to the Public Iiput Wbr)dxx>k 
(3/15/79) noted that the area's best use would not be as wilderness 
and that the impacts of adjacent use destroys the wilderness values. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was one of those epposed by the National CXitdoor cocilition, 
a coalition of mining, rookhounding and off-hi^iway vehicle groips. 
A large number of club members sent in printed coupons supporting a 
multiple use designation of moderate use for this area; this 
designation was offered by the Use Alternative. Conservation 
organizations sipported the Protection Alternative vMch recommended 
wilderness for the WSA. 
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4. Proposed Plan; Motorized v^cular organizations and cJCMTservaticMi 
groups maintained the same positicais stated for the Draft 

Alternatives. 

No ooraments were received from loced governments. 
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SKINNER FWVK WTTnRRNESS STOPy AREA fWEA) 

(CDCA-160C) 

1. THE glUDY AREA. - 2,058 acres 

The Skinner Peak WSA is located in Kem County along the west-central 
border of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The community of 
Ridgecrest is 30 miles to the east. The WSA includes 1,586 acres of public 
land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and 472 
acres of private land (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

The northwestern border of the WSA is the administrative boundary of the 
CDCA. The Sequoia National Forest borders to the north and the east. The 
southern border is the Bird Springs Canyon Road. Kelso Valley Road forms 
the southwestern boundary. 

The WSA was included for further consideration during the planning process 
because it adjoined an area in the Sequoia National Forest that was being 
evaluated for potenticd wilderness designation. 

Ste^ bajadas dominate the area with elevations of 3,500 to 5,200 feet. 
Vegetation in the lower elevations include creosote, yucca, cholla, desert 
shrubs, and some Joshua trees, l^per elevations contain scatteired desert 
shrubs and some juniper in the eastern portion. 

The WSA was studied under Section 202 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECCMlENDAnCN AND RATTONATF - 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

1,586 BIM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Skinner Peak WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. Future 
activities in the area will be controlled by lew intensity management as 
prescribed in the CDCA Plan. This recommendation will be implemented in a 
manner vhich will use all practical means to avoid or minimize environmental 
iirpacts. 

The Bcilanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan. 
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The wilderness vsilues in the Skinner Peak WSA do not stand on their cwn 
merit. The WSA was originally delineated during develc^xnent of the COCA 
Plan as a natural extensicn of an area being considered for wilderness in 
the adjacent Sequoia National Forest. It was reccpgnized, howler, that the 
WSA is not manageable cis wilderness unless the adj accent area in the Forest 
was also designated wilderness. The adjacont area in the Sequoia National 

Forest was not designated wilderness. 

Designaticai of the cirea cis wilderness would not cxxitribute any ac3ditional 
unique or distinct: features to the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
Other WSAs in the California Desert that are reccramended sv^table offer a 
much more extensive cind diverse r^resentation of desert wilderness values. 
There are approximately seven miles of routes of travel including primitive 
ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of acxess vhich will remain 

available for v^iicular use. 

The wildlife and vegetative resources within the area are typical of the 
surrounding desert. The area contains no unusual plants or State or 
Federally listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. The 
entire WSA is within the Rudnick Grazing Allotment and is within 
traditioncil Native American collection areas. 

Without the adjacent Forest Service area, the WSA is not manageable as 
wilderness. The western quarter of this WSA contains several parcels of 
private land. There are few cDEportunities for solitude or primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. Naturalness is impacted by range 
improvements, a three strand powerline that traverses the southwestern 
portion of the area, and several well defined historic routes of travel. 

The area's scenic cjiialities are marginal. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
RTM (surface and subsurface) 1,586 

Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 472 

Totcil 2,058 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within V^) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Reccramended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 1,586 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 1,586 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING THE WILDERNESS REOCMMENDATTaJS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; This elongated WSA has been primarily affected by the 
forx:^ of nature. However, due to the size, the existing inprints 
of man vhich include range irprovements, a pcwerline, and routes of 
travel, the overall naturalness of the area has been adversely 

inpacted. 

2. Solitude: Because of the size of the WSA, there are few 
opportunities for solitude. This WSA is periodically overflown by 
military aircraft as j>art of the nationcil defense mission taking 
place in afproved military cperating areas and fli^t corridors. 
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The visucLL intrusions and cissociated noise create periodic temporary 
effects on solitude v^ch are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a 
part of the defense pr^>aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; There are fev opportunities 
for primitive and unconfined types of recreation in the WSA, due to 
the ctrea*s size. 

4. Special Features; The WSA is within a Native American traditional 
c»llecd:ion ar^. The landforms, ecological diversity, and 
geological features are not unusual, they are typical of features 
conmon throut^out the surrounding deserts and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems: The Skinner Peak WSA would not increase 
the diversity of the types of ecosystems represented in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. The WSA contains 1,586 acres of the 
Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystem, which is 
represented by other WSAs in the CDCA that are suitable. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem Rpresentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BLM Studies 
Dcmain/Province/FNV areas acres areas acres 

NATTOIWIDE 

Intermountain Sag^rush/Juniper^ 4 81,301 74 2,149,717 
Pinyon Woodland 

CALIFORNIA 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 3 61,701 18 364,247 
Pinyon Woodland 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major 
ppulation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
population centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Pcpulation 
Centers 
California 

NWPS 
areas 

areas 
acres 

Other BLM Studies 
areas acres 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 

Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 

Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 

los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 

Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 

Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Irxrpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 

San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Visal ia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geoaratAiic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of ei^t BLM WSAs reccxnmended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is Dcaneland 
Wilderness, administered by Sequoia National Forest, ten miles north 

of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

Without the addition of the adjacent Forest Service study area, the 
Skinner Peak WSA is not manageable as wildeiness. The wilderness 
Vcilues that are present do not stand on their own merit. 

Overall, the long narrow WSA has few quality wilderness values. It is 
less than one mile in width at its widest point. There are ^ few 
opportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation the 
lack of tcpographic diversity virtually eliminates any opportunities for 
solitude. A three strand powerline and associated ri^t-of-^y 
traverses the southwest portion of the WSA. Numerous range mprovements 
dating fran pre-1979 are also contained within the WSA. They require 
regular maintenance and inspection. Several well-used routes of travel 
also provide access into the adjacent Sequoia National Forest. 

Approximately one-quarter of the WSA is non public-lands. Any 
development or uses of these lands will very likely not be ccmpatible 

with wilderness management. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to mintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 

the wilderness resource. 
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D. Enercr/ and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Reccatimendation: The Skinner Peak WSA is located in the 
BLM Javtoone Canyon Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-E-M) Resource Area 
(GRA). Ihe BLM G-E-M narrative in the wilderness section of the 
COCA plan EIS (Volume B, ^pendix III) was not fully analyzed, 
integrated and interpreted at the time of the preliminary 
suitability reccnimendation. However, the EIS G-E-M narrative stated 
that the WSA has potenticd for uranium in the western part of the 
WSA. As of December 12, 1979, there were no uipatented mining 
claims located in the WSA chi record with the BIM. 

The 1980 BIM GRA file data siipports the G-E-M statement in the 1980 
CDCA EIS for the cxxaarrence potential of uranium in the western one- 
third of the WSA. The 1980 BIM GRA file dcxumented a uranium 
cx^currence in a prospect located on Pinyon Creek in the western part 
of the WSA. Based on the BIM classification system, this ctrea has a 
lew potential for the ocxurrence of uranium. Ihe WSA was not 
evaluated for mineral resource potential of other Icxatable, 
saleable and leasable minerals due to lack of sufficient data. 

A map of the mineral resource potentials was not pr^)ared for this 
r^xDrt because there are no known potentials for moderate or hi^ 
levels of mineral resources. 

2. Summary of Sictnificant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Reccnimendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Reccanmendation; No U.S. Geological Survey or U.S. Bureau 
of Mines mineral survey was ocmpleted for this WSA because it is 
recxxnmended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. As of February, 
1988, there were no uipatented mining claims in the WSA on record 
with the BIM. 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Development of the private land, 
maintenance of the pcwerline and range improvements, and continued 
use of the existing routes of travel will adversely impact the 
area's naturalness. Ihe area has few epportunities for primitive 
and unconfined types of recreation. 

2. Impact on Native American Concerns; Historic methods of access 
will continue to be available for access to Native American 
collection sites. 

3. Impact on Minerals and Energy; Opportunities for e^loration and 
develcpment of minerals and energy will continue to be available 
subject to ajplicable laws, regulations and the lew intensity 
management guidelines established in the CDCA Plan. 
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4. Iropact on Livestock Management; Opportunities will continue to be 
available for maintenance and develcpment of new range iitprovements 
to better manage livestock to utilize the forage produced on the 
public lands. 

F. Local Socicil and Economic Considerations 

No local socicil or economic considerations were identified in the Fined 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this tc^ic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all phases in the develc^xnent 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Stucty Fhase were taken into account during develcpment 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of cdl comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Very few comments were received; the majority of 
them stated that this area was under 5,000 acres in size. However, 
this unit is adjacent to a USFS RARE II area. 

2. Study Fhase; Of the six comments received on this VJSA, four 
opposed wilderness designation. The small size of the unit was the 
major reason for opposition. One of these respondents, a mining 
association, generally epposed all areas of less than 5000 acres 
because of the impact on the mineral industry. Another writer 
stated that heavy grazing had spoiled the primitive characteristics 
of the area. 

The two comments favoring wilderness noted the area's contiguity to 
RARE II lands and the Pacific Crest Trail. 

3. Draft Plan Alternative; Few public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was one of those epposed by the National CXitdoor Coalition 
(NOC), a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off~hi^way vehicle 
grxxps. A large number of club members sent in printed coupons 
sipporting a multiple use designation of "moderate use" for this 
area; this designation was offered by the Use Alternative. 
Conservation organizations supported the Protection Alternative 
v^ch recommended wilderness for this WSA. 

4. Proposed Plan; Conservation organizations and vehicle-oriented 
recreation groips maintained the same position stated for the Draft 
Plan Alternatives. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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FR3G CREEK WTTnFKTOS STTOEg AREA fWSA) 

(CDCA-163) 

1. THE STUDY AREA - 10,481 acres 

The Frog Creek WSA is located in Kem County within the northwest portion of 
the Ccilifomia Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The conirnunity of Ridgecrest 
is 28 miles to the east. The WSA includes 10,399 acres of public land under 
the jurisdicticxi of the Bureau of Land Management (HIM) and 82 acres of 
private land (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

The northern border of the WSA follows Bird Springs Canycai Road with the 
exc^jticHi of the road and radio towers on V^leys Kxab that are 
cherrystemmed. The 4000-foot contour elevation in Kelso Vcilley forms the 
western border and the southern border is a road throu^ Frog Creek 
drainage. The east border follows contour elevations between 4300 and 4400 
feet. 

The WSA consists of an uplifted mountainous region of the southern Sierra 
Nevada Range which is continuous with the mountains extending to Tehachapi 
Pass. The western, northern, and eastern portions of the WSA include the 
edges of several valleys. The elevations range between 4000 to 6200 feet. 
Dense clusters of Joshua trees are the predominant vegetation of the valley 
areas. The mountain slopes are covered with sage brush, vhile the li^^per 
reaches have scattered stands of pinyon and juniper. The entire WSA is 
within the Jawbone/Butterbredt Area of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACEC). 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no acticai; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in ^:pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOC^IMENDATK^ AND RATTCNATF - 0 acres recxmimended for 
wilderness 

10,399 BLM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Frog Creek WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. Future 
activities in the area will be controlled by low intensity, multiple use 
management as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. This recommendation will be 
iirplemented in a manner vhioh will use cill practical means to avoid or 
minimize environmental irpacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further e^lained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 
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While the WSA did rneet the criteria of wilderness as defined in section 2(c) 
of the Wilderness Act of 1964, further studies made as part of the 
California Desert Plan determined that the area's value for wilderness did 
not exceed the potential for other types of uses including vehicle d^)erdant 
recreation, grazing, and mineral develcpment. Designation of the area as 
wilderness would not contribute any additional unique or distinct features 
to the National Wilderness Preservation System. Other WSAs in the Ceil ifor- 
nian Desert that are recommended suitable offer a much more extensive and 
diverse r^resentation of desert wilderness values. 

The area is utilized for both vehicle d^)endant and primitive types of 
recreation. The primary use within this WSA includes motorcycle trail 
riding, hunting, and to a lesser extent, four-vheel drive vehicle touring. 
There are many traditional routes of travel throu^, and into the area. 
There are approximately ten miles of routes of travel including primitive 
ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of access vhich will remain 
available for vehicular use. Good hunting c^^rtunities are available for 
quail, dove, and rathit. The eastern edge of the area is crossed by the 
Pacific Crest Trail vhich is a National Scenic Trail. 

The entire WSA is within the Rudnick Grazing Allotment vhich existed before 
1979. It has a year-round season of use. There are several range 
improvements, including stock watering facilities within the WSA. No 
cultural resources are knewn to exist in the WSA. This cirea v/as 
traditionally used by the Kav^iisu Indians for collecting pinyon nuts. 

The northwest portion of the WSA has moderate potential for uranium. 
Potential for other minerals is largely unknown. Ei^t mining claims 
encumber 220 acres of the WSA. The majority of these claims are not within 
the cirea identified as having mineral potential. This fact si^^ports the 
contention by loccil miners that other portions of the area contain potential 

for mineralization. 

The scenic values in the WSA are ordinary. The cherrysteramed 
ccnimunications tewer, in the north central portion of the area, is visible 
throu^out roost of the WSA. The wildlife and vegetative resources within 
the WSA and surrounding area are already managed and protected under the 
prescriptions in the Jav^bone/Butterbredt ACEC Plan. The WSA contains no 
unusual plants or Federally listed threatened or endangered plant or animal 
species. Portions of the WSA fall within the range of the Mchave ground 
squirrel, a State listed threatened species. 

The WSA VAOuld be best managed and maintained under nonwildemess and Ic^/ 
intensity management guidelines as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. Motorized 
vehicle travel on designated routes of travel will not sacrifice the quality 
of the other resource values that are present in the WSA. 
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tartf: 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Stucty Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BLM (surface and subsurface) 10,399 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 82 

Tbtal 10,481 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BLM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Reccramended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccanmended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 10,399 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Reccxnmended for Wilderness 10,399 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING IHE WIIDERNESS REOCMMENDATIONS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: Ihe area has been affected primarily by the natural 
forces of nature. However, it contains structures such as stock 
watering facilities and vehicle ways vhich cross throu^ the 
mountainous area cis well as provide access to the private inholding. 
Evidence of off-hi^way vehicle use also affects the eastern bajada 
vhich descends to Indian Wells Valley. The scenic values in the 
area are considered to be of marginal quality. 
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2. Solitude; The mountainous terrain does provide c^^portunities for 
solitude within the Frog Creek WSA. Hcwever, existing acx»ss 
routes, and the cherrysteramed microwave tower v^ch is visible from 
virtually every part of the WSA, and are a constant reminder of 
man's presence. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the naticMicil defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude which 
are deemed necessary and acc^?table as a part of the defense 
pr^jaredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; The opportunities for 
primitive and unconfined types of recreation are soanres^iat restricted 
because of the existing routes of travel, and the access route to 
the private land v^ch bisects the WSA. The Pacific Crest Trail 
passes north-south throu^ the east central part of the WSA. 

4. Special Features; The entire WSA is within the JavAone/Butterbredt 
ACEC. The ACEC management plan controls and directs uses in the 
cirea to protect sensitive plant and wildlife Vcilues. The range of 
the State listed threatened Mdiave ground squirrel overlaps portions 
of the WSA. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; The Frog Creek WSA would not increase 
the diversity of the types of ecosystems r^resented in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. The WSA contains 10,399 acres of 
the Intermountain Sagebrush Province/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland 
ecosystem, vMch is represented in other BLM WSAs that are 
recommended suitable and in areas that are currently designated as 
wilderness. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classificaticxi 
Dcmain/Province/FNV 

NWPS Areas 
areas acres 

Other BIM Studies 
areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 4 81,301 
Pinyon Woodland 

74 2,140,904 

CAUFORNIA 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 3 61,701 
Pinyon Woodland 

18 355,434 
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2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a dav*s driving time (five hours) of major peculation 
centers; The WSA is within a five-heur drive of ten major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and BIM study areas within a five-heur drive of the 

population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pc^xilation Centers 

Pcpulaticxi NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 

Centers 
California 

areas acres areas acres 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 

Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 

Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 

Los Angeles-long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 

Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 

Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lonpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 

San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Viscdia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geograrhic distribution of wilderness cireas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of ei(^t BIM WSAs recommended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness atrea is EXaneland 
Wilderness, administered by Sequoia National Forest, ten miles north 

of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

The Frog Creek WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, several issues 
have a potential to complicate the ability to maintain the wilderness 

values. 

The eastern and western boundaries do not follow features discemable 
on the ground. Extensive signing and boundary patrols would be 
necessary to redirect the traditional vehicle d^)endant recreation use 

that occurs in the area. 

Portions of the area contain known energy values. Full-scale 
development of ciny of valid mining claims has a hi^ potential to inpact 
wilderness values in portions of the entire WSA. Access requirements 
for such development would result in similar inpacts. 
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Any develcpniient, and cxxitinued acxjess to the private inholding will also 
reduce the ability to maintain naturcLL vcdues in the WSA. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense missicxi as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information KKwn at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Reccmmendation; The Frog Creek WSA is in the BLM 
Javfcone Canycxi Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-EHM) Resource Area (GRA). 
BIM G-E-M data in the wilderness secticxi of the CDCA Plan EIS 
(Volume B, ^jpendix III) stated that minercil resource data had not 
been fully aralyzed, integrated, and interpreted at the time of the 
preliminary reconmendation process. Hcwever, the EIS did state that 
the WSA had potential for uranium d^^xDsits based on past producers 
identified in the area. As of December 12, 1979, there were seven 
ur^tented mining claims on record with the BIM in the WSA. 

The WSA was not classified for mineral potential due to lack of 
sufficient data. BIM GRA file data sii^ports the EIS statement for 
the occurrence of uranium in the northeastern portion of the WSA. 
This was based on favorable geology and documented occurrences. 

Uranium mineral occurrences were identified in Mines and Mineral 
Resources of Kem County, California (Troxel, B., and Morton, P. K., 
1962, Ccilifomia Division of Mines and Geology (CCM3), County R(^»rt 
1, p. 327). The r^xDrt. indicated that uranium d^X)sits within this 
portion of the Sierra Nevada Mountains are found in metasedimentary 
rocks, occurring as roof pendants in the granitic terrain. (Troxel 
and Morton, 1962, pp. 339, 340). The occurrences in the WSA are in 
the metaseiimentary rocks of the Kemville Formation, located 
immediately adjacent to the WSA north of Bird Springs Pass Road, and 
within the WSA south of Bird Springs Pass Road. The CEM3 r^)ort 
identified the northerly Kervin prospect, vMch was sampled by the 
U.S. Atomic Energy Commission in 1955, as containing 0.11 percent 
uranium oxide. The southern lucky Seven prospect, consisting of six 
uipatented mining claims (1962) and located in the WSA, was drilled 
by the BOM in 1955. Based on the r^xDrted occurrences and favorable 
geologic environment, an area in the northwestern portion of the WSA 
is clcissified as having a moderate potential for the occurrence of 
uranium resources under the BIM mineral classification system. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Reccmimendation Which should be Considered in 
the Final Recommendation; No U.S. Geological Survey or U.S. Bureau 
of Mines mineral survey was completed for this WSA because it is 
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 
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Ur^atented lode and placer mining claims are concentrated in the 
southeastern portion of the WSA. An uipatented lode mining claim is 
also located in the northwestern portion of the WSA. Urpatented 
mining claiirs in the WSA are summarized in the following table taken 
from BIM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 

MINING CIAIM SUITABIE NOTSUIT. TOTAL SUITABIE NOISUIT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 5 5 N/A 100 100 

Placer N/A 3 3 N/A 120 120 

Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 8 8 N/A 220 220 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Irncact on Wilderness Values; Noise, surface distmbance and access 
requirements for ary mineral and energy exploration and development 
will negatively impact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. Continued use of the WSA by vehicle 
d^^endant recreationists will negatively impact c^Dportunities for 
solitude cind primitive and unconfined types of recreation. Overall 
naturalness should not be adversely impacted because travel is 
limited to existing routes of travel. ^ additional range 
improvements for livestock management will cilso adversely impact 

wilderness vcilues. 

2. Impact on Minerals and Energy: Opportunities for exploration and 
develcproent of minerals and energy will continue to be available 
subject to applicable laws, regulations and the lew intensity 
management guidelines established in the CDCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Pacific Crest Trail; Continued use of the trail will not 
be impacted. Opportunities will be available for use of mechanized 
equipment to maintain the trail to the appropriate standards. 

4. Impact on Jawbone/Butterbredt ACEC and Wildlife H^itat; H^itat 
will continue to be protected and opportunities will be available 
for the use of mechanized equipment for habitat improvement 

projects. 

5. Impact on Vehicle Dependant Recreation: Opportunities will continue 
to be available to travel on existing routes of travel. 

6. Impact on Livestock Management: Maintenance and development of 
range improvements to maximize livestock management opportunities 
will continue to be available without constraints on the use of 

mechanized equipment. 

7. Impact on Native American Concerns: Opportunities will continue to 
be available for traditional access to harvest pinyon nuts. 
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F. Local Social and Eoononiic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Iherefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all phases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of 6lL1 comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Most comments received sufported the findings and 
reflected the overall natural condition. 

2. Study Phase: Nine respondents commented on this WSA; all favored 
wilderness. Several characteristics were said to contribute to the 
area's wilderness quality; 1) the rounded hills with Joshua-sage 
communities, granitic outcreps, and pinyon pine stands offer 
excellent epportunities for solitude and primitive recreation such 
as hikii^, nature study, and hunting, 2) nature study is enhanced by 
the variety of wildlife and vegetation present at the different 
elevations as the hills extend up to the Sequoia National Forest, 
and 3) The Pacific Crest Trail passes nearby. 

This WSA was seen as a natural extension of WSA 160. Several 
chapters of the Audubon Society requested that this area, along with 
the other WSAs along the eastern Sierra slopes, be included for 
further stucty since they adjoin the South Fork Kem River watershed 
^^ch is in need of further inventory and study. I^espondents 
recognized the presence of off-highway vehicle (CHV) impacts but 
believed they were insufficient to exclude the area from wilderness 
consideration and could pr(±>ably be rehabilitated. 

Ihree comments were received in re^»nse to the Public Iiput 
Workbook (3/15/79). Ihey stated that the area had long been used 
for OHV recreation and was more suitable for this purpose than for 
wilderness. Many trails are present in the southern and eastern 
parts, and traffic is heavy on the weekends, particularly because of 
the proximity of the pcpular Dove Spring Canyon CHV area. Also 
noted was noise pollution caused by frequent low level overfli^ts 
by U.S. Air Force jets. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives: Few public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was one of those opposed by the National CXitdoor Coalition, 
a coalition of mining, rocddiounding, and CXiV groups. A large number 
of club members sent in printed coupons and letters supporting a 
multiple use designation of "moderate use" for this area; this 
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designation was offered by the Use Alternative. Conservation 
organizations si^Dported the Protection Alternative vAiich reconmended 
wilderness for this WSA. 

4. Proposed Plan; Conservation organizations and vehicle oriented 
recreatim groups maintained the same positions stated for the Draft 
Plan Alternatives. 

No canments were received from local governments. 
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1. 

EL PASO MJirmVTTK WTinFl^NERS STOPy AREA (W5A) 

(CDCA-164) 

THE STODY AREA - 22,243 acres 

Ihe El Paso Mountains WSA is located in Kem County in the west central 
portion of the Ccilifomia Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). Ridgecrest, 
located ^proximately ten miles northeast, is the closest canramunity. The 
WSA includes 20,674 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and 1,569 acres of private lands (see Map 1 
and Table 1). 

The WSA is bounded on all sides by roads. To the west, the boundary 
follows the Red Rock-Inyokem Road. Along this boundary, one vehicle 
route, penetrating rou^ily two miles into the Black Hills, has been 
cherrysteramed out of the WSA. The northern boundary is delineated by dirt 
roads that tend to follow Freeman Gulch and Little Dixie Wash. The eastern 
boundary follows a road that bisects the El Paso Mountains to Goler Gulch. 
To the south, the boundary again follows dirt roads v^ch proceed past 
Mormon Gulch, Mormcai Flat, ^>ache Mine, Mesquite Canyon, and Boulder and 
Bonanza Gulches until intersecting with the Red Rock-Inyokem Road. 

The diverse terrain found within this area consists of numerous reddish 
colored buttes and li^lifted volcanic mesas. These slc^^es are dissected by 
many narrow canyons creating a badlands tc^x)grajiiy. Elevations range from 
5,244 feet on Black Mountain to around 2,800 feet in the northwestern 
portion of the WSA. The primary plant ooranunity r^resented is the creosote 
bush scrub, cilthou^ the various es^xDsures of the mountains provide a great 
variety in vegetation. The western side of the mountain contains many 
Joshua trees. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in ^]pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECCMlENDAnca^ AND RATTONATF- 13,986 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

6,688 BIM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 

Particil wilderness (62% suitable) is the recommendation for this WSA. The 
6,688 acres in this WSA recommended nonsuitable are released for uses other 
than wilderness. The bulk of the suitable area consists of public land. 
This recommendation will be inplemented in a manner vhich will use all 
practiced means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 

1 



Ihe Bcilanced Alternative is the environmentcLLly preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further explained in the California Wilderness 

Study Overview. 

A portion of this WSA is recommended for wilderness designation it 
exenplifies outstanding wilderness qualities and possesses scsne significant 
special features that would benefit from the protective aspect of 
wilderness. Within the suitable area, the forces of nature remain the 
primary influence. Within this natural area, opportunities for solitude and 
primitive and unconfined types of recreation abound. The rugged topography 
of the mesas, the badlands labyrinth, and to a lesser extent, the 
vegetation, create numerous pocikets of seclusion within the stuc^ 
diversity of terrain provides for a variety of recreational c^Dportunities, 
offering a range of chcillenges to accoramodate all e>q)erience levels. 
Pecans^ wilderness vcilues are so significant, the suitability reccmimendation 
will preclude any further vehicular use of ajproximately five miles of 

primitive access routes of travel. 

The area contains several special features, the most notable of v^ch are 
the national register quality archaeological sites throu^out the area. A 
portion of the WSA is within the last Chance Archaeological District and is 
on the National Register of Historic Places. This area is also considered 
prime habitat for raptors. A more thorough discussion of these special 
features is included in the Wilderness Characteristics section. 

Within this WSA, there are few resources that would conflict with 
wilderness designation. The corea is covered by the Cantil Ccanmon Grazing 
Allotment. Depending on forage, approximately 35,000 head of she^ graze 
the area between March and May. Existing range improvements within this WSA 
are minor and, according to the allotment management plan, additional 
projects are planned. A few mining claims are located within the suitable 
portion of this WSA, however, only a single small area of moderate potential 
for the occurrence of mineral resources has been identified along the 
southern boundary of the WSA. No mineral resource develc^jment is expected 
to occur within the area reccanoonnended for wilderness designation. 

The remaining acreage in this study area is not reccmmended for wilderness 
designation because (1) in this area, naturalness has been reduced by man's 
previous activities, and (2) this portion possesses are^ classified as 
having moderate potenticil for the occurrence of gold, silver, tungsten and 

cc^per. 

The lower lying areas with gentler tcpography have suffered adverse impacts 
from the passage of vehicles, decreasing the perception of natui^n^. 
This use has sporadically occurred for many, many years, resulting in a 
network of ways. Most use has been generate by interest in the area's 
mineral potential. There are approximately 17 miles of routes of travel 
including primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of access 
vhich will remain available for vehicul ar use within the nonsuitable 

portion of the WSA. 
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Three areas within the nonsuitable portion of this WSA have been identified 
as having moderate potential for the oocurrencje of gold, silver, tungsten 
and cjopper. The area also contains two oil and gas leases. Should 
develc^fiient of these resources occur, the inpacts would be detrimental to 
wilderness values. 

TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 
I 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BUM (surface and subsurface) 20,674 
Split Estate (BLM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 1,569 

Total 22,243 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 13,986 
BLM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Toted BIM Land Reccxnmended for Wilderness 13,986 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 6,688 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 6,688 

3 





3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING THE WILDERNESS RECX^IMENDATIC^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The area contains very few minor iirprints of man and, 
as a v^le, is primarily affected by the forces of nature. Various 
trails and ways, maintained only by the occasional passage of 
vehicles, can be found along the outer reaches of the WSA, in the 
nonsuitable areas. Along the southern boundary, there are a few 
sporadiccilly active mines, all small operations. Ihey are not, 
however, substantially noticeable. In 1979, a vehicle closure, an 
effort to protect sensitive cultured resources, was affected in 
portions of this WSA. Ihis closure, coii^jled with rou^ terrain, 
have helped to maintain the primitive character of the heart of the 
WSA, the suitable area. As part of their wildlife habitat 
improvement efforts, the Ccilifomia D^)artment of Fish and Game, in 
cooperation with the Bureau of Land Management, constructed wildlife 
guzzlers in the El Paso Mountains area prior to WSA status. Ten 
guzzlers are located within the WSA. These structures are 
unc±>trusive and are substanticilly unnoticeable. 

2. Solitude; The badlands topography and, to a limited extent, the 
variety of vegetation provide extensive screening. However, the 
area is relatively small and therefore, is able to aocoramodate only 
a limited number of visitors. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in ajproved military 
eperating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; The rugged diverse terrain 
enhances and encourages primitive forms of recreation. Here, 
excellent chcillenges are offered to a myriad of recreationists. 

4. Special Features; The El Paso Mountains WSA contains the most 
abundant, sensitive and significant concentration of prehistoric 
archaeologiccil sites in the El Paso Mountain range. The range of 
archaeological sites portrays a variety of human activities; 
extensive village sites with numerous house rings and midden 
deposits, epen air temporary campsites and rook shelters, special 
food gathering and processing sites, quarries where local lithic 
material was extracted, work areas vhere stone tools were 
manufactured, and numerous petroglyphs and rock alignments. Study 
of this area has added significantly to our knowledge of local and 
regional prehistory. In fact, the area's significance has been 
nationally recognized as part of the Last Chance Canyon 
Archaeological District, placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1971. 
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A portion of the El Paso Raptor Management Area is within this WSA. 
Hiis is om of the densest known breeding areas for golden eagles, 
prairie falcons, and other raptor species in the CDCA. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
repr^^sented bv ecosystems: This WSA contains 20,674 acres of the 
Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystem. Hiis WSA 
is scmev^t unique because it is located at the scuthw^t margin of 
the Basin and Range physiographic province. This province is 
s^>arated from the Mojave Desert province by the Garlock fault, 
located ei^t miles south of the El Paso Mountains. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BLM Studies 
Danain/Province/FMV areas acres areas acr^_ 

NATIONWIDE 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 4 61,701 74 2,130,629 

Pinyon Woodland 

CALIFORNIA 

Intermountain Sagebrush/Juniper- 3 61,701 18 345,159 

Pinyon Woodland 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day’s driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of eleven major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated arpjgc; and other BLM stucty areas within a five—hour drive 

of the pc^xilation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpulation Centers 

Pc^xilatiOTi NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Merced 33 3,957,550 25 348,753 
Qxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lcnpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancincr the aeocfraohic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of four BLM WSAs recxmrimended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is Dcmeland 
Wilderness, managed by The Sequoia National Forest, located 30 miles 
west. 

C. Manageability 

The El Paso Mountains WSA is manageable as wilderness. There are a few 
issues, hcwever, that would complicate management. 

The suitable area boundary is delineated by roads for nearly one-quarter 
of its length. The remaining boundary is defined only by tcpograj^y and 
private land. Some signing will be necessary, however, the existing 
closed area rou^ily matches the suitable boundary, so only a few 
additional signs will be needed to adequately mark this boundary. 

No private inholdings are found within the suitable area. As of 
December, 1987, there were ten mining claims located in the suitable 
portion of the WSA. Should any of these claims be develcped, they most 
likely would impact manageability of the area. The area also is 
included in the Cantil Common Grazing Allotment. Since grazing is 
grandfathered, existing use will be allowed to continue. This activity 
will have only limited impacts on manageability since use is seasonal 
and improvements are few. 
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The nonsuitable area has a more manageable boundary because it is more 
easily discernible, but previous activities in this area have involved 
extensive use of motorized vehicles. Intrusions by vehicles may be hard 
to curb without extensive signing. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Vcilues 

1. Summary of Information Khcwn at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recommendation; The El Paso Mountains V^A is located in 
the HIM El Paso Mountains Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) Resource 
Area (GRA). BIM G-E-M resource data in the wilderness section of 
the COCA plan EIS (Volume B, Appendix III) in 1980 had not been 
fully analyzed, integrated, and interpreted at the time of the 
preliminary suitability recommendation. However, the EIS G-E-M 
narrative in 1980 stated that the VJSA has possible potential for 
metals, uranium, pumice, bentonite, sand, gravel, sodium, oil and 
gas. As of December 12, 1979, approximately 10 urpatented mining 
claims were recorded with the BIM in the VKA. 

The 1980 BIM GRA file contains a limited amount of information that 
supports the EIS G-E^ statement. However, the data from the 1980 
BIM file was incomplete, and no assessment of potenticil was made for 
the occurrence of mineral resources. 

Known gold and ccpper occurrences in the southern p»rtion of the WSA 
near Mesa Spring were documented by the 1980 BIM GRA file. In 
addition, the file data also documented occurrences of pumicite in 
the central portion of the WSA and sand and gravel sites outside of 
and immediately adjacent to the northern and western boundary of the 
WSA. 

The 1980 BIM GRA file documented a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS, 
Conservation Division, 1979) classification of the western two- 
thirxis of the WSA as prospectively valuable for sodium and potassium 
and 90% of the WSA as prospectively valuable for oil and gas. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Sintabilitv Recommendation Which Should Be Considered in 
the Final Reccmmendation; The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the 
U.S. Bureau of Mines (BCM) conducted ind^endent mineral surveys of 
the pxDrtion of the WSA recxDmmended suitable for wilderness 
designation in 1982 and 1 983, respectively. The results of the 
BCM survey (1984, MIA 40-84) and USGS survey were incorporated into 
a conbined report (USGS Bulletin 1708-C) and published in 1985. The 
following summarizes the results of the ccmbined r^xDrt. 
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Mines and prospects in the southern portion of the WSA recoanmended 
nonsuitable for wilderness designation are enccmpassed by the Goler 
Gold Mining District. The Goler District is attributed with over 
$50,000 in gold production, equating to ^proximately 2,500 ounces, 
mined intermittently in 1893, 1900, and during the 1930's. However, 
no active mines, prospects or mineral resources were identified in 
the ocsn±)ined USGS/BCM r^»rt. Ihe mineral surveys identified a zone 
of silica rich sedimentary rocks outcropping in the southwestern 
portion and the central "suitable portion" of the VJSA. Based on 
geochemical anomalies, the USGS classified the areas in the 
suitable portion of the WSA as having a low potential for the 
occurrence of gold. The USGS did not classify the southern Bonanza 
Gulch area for placer gold occurrence. However, the USGS stated 
that gold is probably widely disseminated in lew concentrations 
throu^out the Icwer conglomerate unit of the Bonanza Gulch 
Formatic»i. 

In addition, the USGS and BCM combined r^xort noted the existence of 
perlite, pumicite, crushed rock resources, sand and gravel within 
the WSA vhich may be suitable for use in industrial mineral 
applications. The r^»rt stated that the development of these 
materials is unlikely in the near future due to the high cost of 
mining and transportation to the market areas. Therefore, this 
resource is classified as having lew potential for occurrence. 

BCM identified a zone of siliceous rocks in the western portion of 
the WSA. One outcrop outside the suitable portion boundary, in the 
west-central portion of the WSA, was sairpled by the BCM. Sample 
results indicated ancmedous gold, silver, and tungsten values. 
Based on favorable geologic environment and anomalous geochemical 
values, this area in the western portion of the WSA is classified 
under the BIM classification system as having a moderate potenticil 
for the occurrence of gold, silver and tungsten resources. Map 2 
illustrates the mineral occurrence potential areas. An area of 
copper prospects located in the southern portion of the WSA was 
identified in the 1980 GRA file. According to Mines and Mineral 
Resources of Kem County (Troxel, B., and Morton, P.K., 1962, 
Cedifomia Division of Mines and Geology (CEMG), County Report 1, 
pp. 83-84), prospects containing cepper, often in association with 
gold, tungsten, lead, and zinc are common in the El Paso Mountains. 
The CCMG r^ort described the prospects as belonging to the Iron Hat 
group. Based on favorable geologic environment and knewn mineral 
occurrences, this area in the southern portion of the WSA is 
classified under the BIM classification system as having a moderate 
potential for the occurrence of copper resources. 

Since 1980, no exploration or mining plans of eperation have been 
filed with the BIM for the WSA. However, active exploration, 
development and production from gold operations in Bonanza Gulch, 
immediately adjaoxent to the soxithem WSA boundary is currently 
exxurring. The activities primarily are concxentrated in the lower 
cx>nglomerate member of the Bonanza Gulch Formation descaribed as 
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ocxxirrii^ in the WSA in the USGS and BCM r^rt. Under the BIM 
classification system, the area in the southwestern portions of the 
WSA underlain with the favorable conglonerate member of the Bonanza 
Gulch Formation is considered as having a moderate potential for the 
occurrence of placer gold resources. 

Iftipatented mining claims and oil and gas leases are concentrated in 
the western half of the WSA. 

There are 2 oil and gas leases with 2,445 acres in the suitable and 
4,388 acres in the nonsuitable portion of the WSA. 

Unpatented mining claims and leases in the WSA are summarized in the 
foliating table taken from BIM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CIAIM SUTTABIE NOTsurr. TOTAL SUITABLE NONSUIT. TOTAL 
Lode 10 13 23 200 260 460 
Placer 0 15 15 0 600 600 
Mill Site 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 10 28 38 200 860 1.060 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

!• Impact on Wilderness Values: Within the suitably recommended area, 
wilderness values will be maintained. However, development of any 
valid mining claims would adversely affect wilderness values in the 
localized area of disturbance. In the nonsuitable areas, mineral 
development will cause localized impacts to naturalness. These 
impacts will occur in the mineralized portion of the WSA, covering 
roui^ily five percent of the entire area. Opportunities for solitude 
and primitive and unconfined types of recreation will be adversely 
impacted along designated routes of travel by the continued use of 
off-hi^way vehicles. In the nonsuitable area, approximately 12 
miles of roads will remain cpen. 

2. Impact on Cultural Resources; Those sites located within the 
suitable area will enjoy increased protection under the preposed 
action. Designation of the area will result in sli^t adverse 
impacts because study of these sites will be hampered by the 
restrictions placed on the use of mechanized equipment. In the 
nonsuitable area, those archaeological sites that are located within 
the mineralized portion, rou^ily 5% of the area, will suffer some 
loss. Existing Federal laws and BIM guidelines, as listed in the 
CDCA Plan, will lessen the rate of this loss by requiring extensive 
mitigation of any impacts. 
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3. Iinpac± on Mineral Exploration and Develoanent: The proposed action 
will cause only moderate adverse inpacts to this activity in the 
suitable portion of the WSA, since less than one percent of the cirea 
is mineralized. In the nonsuitable area, exploration and 
develcpment will be allowed to continue, subject to the regulations 
stated in 43 CTO 3809 regarding surface disturbance, as well as any 
additional constraints stated in the CDCA Plan. 

4. Impact on Wildlife; Habitat and foraging areas for r^jtors will be 
maintained within the suitable portion of the area. In the 
nonsuitable area, loss of foraging area due to minercil development 
will be negligible. Maintenance of the existing ipland game water 
guzzlers may be constrained by the restric±ions placed on mechanized 
equipment in the suitable area. 

5. Impact on Motorized Vehicle Opportunities: Motorized vehicle 
qpportunities will remain unchanged. The existing v^iicle closure 
will continue to be enforced throughout its extent. In the 
nonsuitable area, outside of the vehicle closure, existing roads and 
trails will remain cpen for vehicle travel. 

6. Impact on Grazing; Minimal impacts will occur relative to grazing. 
No new inprovements are planned for the portion of the allotment 
that coincides with the suitable area. ALIM levels will remain 
static. 

F. Local Social and Econcmic Considerations 

No local socicil or econcmic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all phases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Fhase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Prcpjosed Plan. The following is a 
summary of cill comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Fhase; The majority of comments referred to roads and 
mining activity. These locations have been reflected in the final 

m^. 

2. Study Fhase: Of the 70 comments on this WSA, 50 cppx)sed wilderness 
designation. Si^ts and sounds, such as transmission lines, low- 
flying aircraft, heavy mining, and recreation use, were seen by mar^ 
cis detracting from the area's wilderness potential. Desire for 
multiple uses, such as hunting, rockhounding (especially at Rainbow 
Ridge), four-vheel driving, biking, and camping, was r^^eatedly 
indicated. Mining potential, specifically for gold, silver, and 
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C5opper, was cilso ooinmonly discussed. Others commented, 
indicating a desire for access, felt that the area was not 
oonpatible with hiking, that many v^o wanted to si^tsee or 
rockhound were too old to hike into the area, and that limiting 
access would cause increasing damage to animals and plants and 
discontinuance of guzzler water sij^ly. 

Ihe comments favoring wilderness designation often mentioned the 
area's scenic quality and easy access from the nearby hi^iway. The 
flora and fauna and archaeological sites were felt to need 
protection. The area is thou^t by some to provide psychological, 
historical and geological study c^^portunities. 

Several boundary adjustments were suggested: (1) add the small 
section bordered on the west by Mesquite Canyon and on the east by 
Iron Canyon; and (2) use firmer boundaries, such as those in the El 
Paso MFP. Two people vho commented suggested combining WSA 164 with 
WSA 180. 

Some comments were received in response to the Public Input Workbook 
(3/15/79). Some opposed wilderness classification because roads 
exist within the area and adjacent uses would be incompatible. Some 
did not disagree with BIM findings but want access roads to be 
included for rockhounding. A few of those commenting requested that 
a larger area be designated as wilderness. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; The following range of public comments 
specific to this WSA were received in response to the Draft Desert 
Plan Alternatives. Some agreed with the Protection Alternative, and 
others agreed with the Balanced Alternative. In addition, it was 
expressed that the entire Wilderness Study Area should be 
recommended as suitable for wilderness under the Balanced 
Alternative. 

The National CXitdoor Coalition (NOC), a coalition of mining, 
rockhounding, and off-hi^way vehicle grotps, recommended that this 
area be designated nonsuitable for wilderness. A large number of 
club members sent in printed coipons and letters sipporting this 
position. Conservation oriented groips sipported wilderness 
designation for WSA 164. Comments specific to WSA 164 mentioned the 
same issues discussed in the preceding paragraphs. 

4. Proposed Plan: Conservation organizations and vehicle oriented 
recreation groups maintained the same positions stated for the Draft 
Plan Alternatives. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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Golden Valley 
CDCA 170 





QOiXEy vATjrv wun^sfESS siuey area (wea) 

(CDCA-170) 

1. IHE STUDY AREA. - 39,512 acres 

Golden Valley WSA is in San Bernardino County, in the central portion of the 
Ccilifomia Desert Ocaiservaticai Area (CDCA). The nearest city is Ridgecrest, 
approximately 20 miles north. The WSA includes 39,405 acres of Bureau of 
Land Management (BIM) administered lands, and 107 acres of private land. No 
State of Ccilifomia or split-estate lands are located within the WSA (see 
Map 1 and Table 1). 

The WSA is bounded on the north by an off-hi^iway vehicle (CHV) route 
leading from Trona Road and trending east ailong an unnamed wash for 
afproximately ten miles, until it meets the China Lake Navcil Weapons Center 
(CLNWC) border at the Mojave ”B” Range boundary. The east boundary then 
follows the border of CLNWC south for nine miles. The boundary trends south 
and then west on a maintained dirt road for afproximately six miles. At 
this point, a cherrysteramed road juts north into the WSA for two and a half 
miles into Golden Valley. The boundary then continues west on a dirt road, 
finally following Steam Well Road until it is about one mile from Trona 
Road. The boundary trends north at this point and follows the lower slopes 
of the Lava Mountains for five miles until it meets the north boundary. 

The WSA consists of two sets of mountains s^>arated by a central valley. 
The Lava Mountains stretch across the northwestern two-thirds of the WSA. 
Crowned by Dome Mountain at 4,974 feet, the range rises an average 1,700 
feet above the desert floor. The lava Mountains are cut by several ste^)- 
walled canyons that reveal bands of multi-colored sedimentary rocks. Noted 
for its spring floral displays, the rolling Golden Valley lies within the 
south central portion of the WSA. Across Golden Valley in the southeastern 
portion of the WSA is Almond Mountain, vhich rises to 4,565 feet. 
Throu^out the study area, vegetation consists primarily of creosote bush 
scrub and Joshua trees. 

Less than one percent of the WSA is within the Bedrock Spring Area of 
Criticcil Environmental Concern (ACEC). This ACEC was set aside to protect 
prehistoric culturcil resources locat^ north of Bedrock Spring along the 
northern boundary of the WSA. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four ciltematives were anlayzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the COCA Plan, protection, 
use, blanaced and no action, and a summary of the cireih's wilderness values 
was included in ^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

Three different suitability recommendations were analyzed in the EISs: cill 
wilderness, no wilderness, and 75 percent suitable particil wilderness. 
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2. IMXMMENDATIC^ AND RATTQNATK 29,195 acres recanmended for 
wilderness 

10,292 BLM acres reccnimended for 
ncxTwildemess 

Partial wilderness (75% suitable) is the reccmmendaticHi for this WSA. 
The 10,292 acres in this WSA recanmended ncaisuitable are released for 
uses other than wilderness. In additioi to the Federal acreage 
recanmended for wilderness, BIM reconmends that 82 acres of private 
land be acquired throu^ exchange or purchase with willing landcwners 
and designated as wilderness. With acquisition of this ihholding, a 
total of 29,195 acres cire recanmended for wilderness. ^3pendix 1 lists 
the inholding and provides additioial informatioi on its acquisition. 
This reconmendatioi will be irrplemented in a manner vhich will use all 
practical means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the enviroTmentcilly preferable alternative as 
outlined in the COCA Plan and further explained in the California Wilderness 

Study Overview. 

The partial suitable wilderness recanmendation is based on the follcwing 
rationale: (1) the recanmended wilderness possesses wilderness values vhich 
far exceed the criteria specified in Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 
1964, and vhich overshadow the area's value for other uses, and (2) the 
recommended nonwildemess possesses oily marginal wilderness values vhich do 
not outwei^ the area's potenticil for energy, minercils, and motorized 

recreation. 

The recanmended wilderness portion ejdiibits primeval naturalness, and 
provides outstanding cpportunities for solitude cmd primitive and unoonfined 
types of recreation. The ruggedness of the Lava Mountains and Almond 
Mountain have protected the area from human intrusiois, and the natural 
surroundings appear not to have changed for hundreds of years. The de^, 
scenic interior canyons of the Lava Mountains provide seclusiai and 
isolation from other visitors. The area's diverse terrain challenge the 
novice as well as the expert wilderness traveler. The fact that this WSA is 
located relatively close to a number of major southern California population 
centers increases the value of its hi^ quality wilderness resources. 

The recommended wilderness portion contains oily isolated areas of moderate 
to hi^ potential for gold, silver, lead, zinc, and tun^ten. In addition, 
a portion of a Known Geothermal Resource Area (KGRA) extends into this part 
of the WSA. Based on the area's potential, it is likely that sane of the 
many claims in the recommended wilderness area contain developable 
resources. Althcu^ develcpment could result in significant cumulative 
adverse impacts to the wilderness values, the wilderness vsilues cire so 
significant that they warrant the expense of resolving these management 
conflicts. The suitability recommendation will preclude any further 
vehicular use of approximately 30 miles of primitive access routes of 

travel. 

The recommended nonsuitable area is located cai the northern, southern, and 
western fringes of the WSA. These lands ccxitain surface disturbances and 
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v^iicle ways related to past pro^jecting activity, and receive noderate 
levels of off-hi^Tway vehicle recreatioicLL use. These previous impacts to 
naturalness make it undesirable to incur the expense of resolving the 
mineral resource ccxiflicts, vAiich are considerable in the southern 
nonsuitable area. Parts of the southern area recommended nonsuitable for 
wilderness designaticxi have moderate potential for gold, silver, and 
tungsten, and contain 193 unpatented mining claims. In addition, the 
majority of the hi^ potenticil KGRA is within this area. Solitude is 
disturbed by traffic noise on the western nonsuitable porticai of the WSA. 
The western portiai is less than one-half mile from Trona Road, vhich 
receives nearly ccxitinual heavy truck traffic. 

By excluding these areas from the wilderness recommendation, manageability 
of the recommended wilderness area is enhanced. The preposed wilderness 
boundary follows natural barriers vhioh will preclude further vehicle 
encroaohment, and excludes lands disturbed by prospecting activity. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Sunmciry of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 39,405 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 

Iriholdings 
State 
Private 107 

Total 39,512 

Within the Reccgnmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 29,113 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) ^ 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA)^ 0 

Total BIM Land Reccnimended for Wilderness 29,113 

Inholdings^ 
State 0 
Private 82 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 10,292 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Totcil BIM land Not Reccnimended for Wilderness 10,292 

^ Appendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate tracts included within the study. For purposes of this report, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this r^xDrt by 
the cwner of the surface estate. 
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3. CKETERIA CONSIDERED IN DEVFrrnpiNG 1HE WIIDERNESS R 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The suitable portion of Golden Valley WSA exhibits an 

overall primeval character with negligible human imprints. Ihe 

ste^, rugged Lava Mountains and Almmd Mountains with elevations 

ranging frcm 1,700 to 4,974 feet above sea level have insulated the 
area fron acts of man. 

The nonsui^le portion of the WSA has beocme entwined with workings 

of man. Mineral exploration has taken place historically, as 

evidenced by numerous prospect holes and other scars. Primitive 

mining access routes are new used by rodkhounds and general 

recreaticaiists vho frequent the area. 

2. Soliti^e: The suitable portion of the Golden Valley WSA provides 

the wilderness visitor with many c^portunities for solitude. The 

hi^ily dissected terrain, with its many deep canyons and washes, 

provides poedeets of isolation. The Golden Valley portion of the WSA 

gives -^e visitor a feeling of spaciousness, with vistas of pristine 
meuntains as a backdrop. 

The non^table portions of the WSA lack outstanding c^portunities 

for solitude, because of the airple evidence of the workings of man, 

and noise frem truck traffic on Trona Road. Solitude can be more 

readily found within the northern portion of the area, vhich 

contains less concentrated evidence of past human use. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 

the national defense mission taking place in approved military 

operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 

associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude v»hich 

are deemed necessary and acc^table as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3» Primitive and Uhconfined Recreation; The recommended wilderness 

area's size, ruggedness, and diversity of terrain provide a variety 

of opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. The two 

mountain ranges provide challenging hiking and backpacking with long 

ste^>--walled canyons leading ip to broad ridges and benched mountain 

tops. Golden Valley offers the visitor an opportunity to hike 

unrestricted threu^ a high desert valley surrounded by mountains. 

A limitation is lack of water; Bedrock Spring is the only water 
source within the WSA. 

The quality of primitive recreation epportunities has been reduced 

within the nonsuitable portions of the WSA, particularly the 

southern portion, by the ample evidence of human use. The northern 

nonsuitable portion has good epportunities for primitive and 
unoonfined recreation. 
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4. Special Features; The WSA ocaitains seme notable prehistoric 

cultural resources. Bedrock Spring ACEC, at the northern edge of 

the study area, was a habitaticMi site. An extensive area associated 

with chalcedony outcrcjps in Golden Valley was a quarry for ancient 

stone tool manufacturing. 

The desert tortoise (Gopherus aoassizi), under status review by the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for possible listing as a threatened 

or endangered species, occurs within the wilderness study area. The 

entire area is habitat for the Mohave ground squirrel (Spermophilus 

mohavensisl, listed as Rare by the State of California. 

Blooming vegetaticxi transforms Golden Valley into a glistening sea 

of yellcw every spring. This is one of the best floral displays in 

the western Mojave Desert, and is well known and much visited. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 

represented bv ecosystems; The WSA contains 39,405 acres of the 

American Desert/Creosote Bush (Larrea) ecosystem. Althou^ the 

ecosystem is common in the California Desert, this WSA's ocxnbination 

of low desert and hi^ mountain environments add to the diversity of 

the area. The remarkable ^ring floral displays are unsurpassed in 

the California desert. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem Ri^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 

Classification 

Domain/Province/FWV 

NWPS Areas Other ELM Studies 

areas acres areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bu^ 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

1 343,753 

CALIFORNIA 

1 343,753 

117 4,228,504 

88 3,614,700 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 

within a dav*s driving time (five hours) of major population 

centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major 

populaticMi centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 

designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 

of the population centers. 
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Table 3 

Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pc^xilaticai Centers 

Pcpulation 
Centers 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 

Ba3cersfield 
Fresno 

Los Angeles-Long Beach 

Qxnard-Ventura 

Riverside-San Bernardino 

Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-] 
San Diego 

Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 

NWPS areas Other B 
areas acres areas 

25 2,823,534 153 
32 4,071,358 128 
35 4,048,852 28 
27 2,876,234 135 
23 2,195,198 85 
22 2,031,054 205 
20 1,166,142 35 
15 1,043,680 100 
34 4,431,635 61 

46 3,507,293 311 

acres 

5,703,616 

3,998,548 

460,790 

4,958,751 

2,703,260 

7,658,649 

528,590 

3,378,814 

1,681,921 

11,186,463 

^^anciixf the geogratphic distribution of wilderness anp^g? i^e WSA 

IS within 50 air miles of seven BLM WSAs reoonmended for wilderness 

desi^tion. 11^ closest designated area is Domelards Wilderness 
40 miles away in the Sequoia National Forest. ’ 

C. Manageability 

The Golden Valley WSA is manageable as wilderness. Manageability of the 

reccnirnended wilderness area could be greatly enhanced throu^ 

aoquisitiOTi of valid existing ri^ts. Additional factors create a 

significant difference in ease of manageability between the portion 

recoTimended for wilderness and the portion recommended for 
nonwildemess. 

The boundaries of the area recommended for wilderness follow physical 

features that make the boundary readily enforceable. As it has in the 

past, the areals rugged terrain will continue to protect the existing 

hi^ quality wilderness values from motorized intrusions. 

The southern areas reccaiimended for nonwildemess are in more open 

country, vhere it would be more difficult to ensure against vehicular 

This area also contains more primitive ways than the 
recommended wilderness portion. 

Significant porticxis of this WSA have moderate to hi^ potential for 

gold, silver, lead, zinc, tungsten, and geothermal energy (See Energy 

aM Mineral Resource Values). Ihe WSA has 324 mining claims, half of 

wl^ch are in the reccmmended suitable area. In view of the area's 

mineral potential, it is likely that seme of these claims would 
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withstand a validity examination, making their develc^iroent possible. To 

assure the long-term protection of existing hi^-quality wilderness 

values, it may be necessary to acquire the valid mineral ri^ts. 

Otherwise, naturalness and opportunities for solitude will suffer if 

future mineral develc^xnent occurs. The recanmended suitable portion 

also contains 18 existing geothermal leases, in an area deemed to have 

hi^ potenticd for that resource. Careful management will be required 

to aooonmodate geothermal develcpnnent and at the same time protect the 

wilderness character of the land. 

There are three ^]hemeral she^ grazing allotments within the 

WSA. The ^iiemeral she^ grazing can continue under wilderness 

designation, in accordance with an cillotment management plan. 

Military overflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 

integrity of the existing and future nationeil defense mission as well as 

the wilderness resource. 

D. Enercfv and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Kncwn at the Time of the Preliminary 

Suitability Reccmmendation; The Golden Valley WSA is located in the 

BIM Red Mountain Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-E^) Resource Area (GRA). 

BIM G-E-M data in the wilderness section of the COCA Plan EIS 

(Volume B, i^pendix III) in 1980 stated that the WSA had potential 

for geothermal resources, uranium, zeolites, and feldspar, 

^proximately three uipatented mining claims were recorded with the 

BIM as of December 12, 1979. 

Data from the BIM 1980 GRA file was incomplete and did not classify 

the potential for the occurrence of mineral resources in the WSA. 

The available data on geothermal resources was not fully analyzed, 

integrated, and interpreted. However, the GRA file data did 

document a uranium occurrence in the northwestern portion of the WSA 

and a zeolite and feldspar occurrence at the southwestern boundary, 

near Steam Well. Also cited was a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 

classification of the entire WSA as a Prospective Geothermal 

Resource Area (PGRA). The southwestern quarter of the WSA was 

included in an area classified by the USGS in 1974 as a Kxwn 

Geothermal Resource Area (KGRA), vhich noted the existence of two 

geothermal wells in the WSA. In 1979, the USGS assigned a 

prospectively vciluable classification for sodium and potassium in 

the northwestern one-third of the WSA. 

2. Summary of Sicmificant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 

Preliminary Suitability Reccmmendation Which Should be Considered in 

the Fined Recommendation; In 1983, the USGS and U.S. Bureau of 

Mines (BOM) conducted a mineral survey of the portion of the WSA 

recommended suitable for wilderness designation. Results of the 

BOM survey was published in report MIA 1-85 in 1985. The USGS 

published their findings together with the BC^ in the USGS Bulletin 

1708-D in 1985. 
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r^xDrt stated that althcu^ no mines were active during the 
study period, and no recorded minercil productic*i had occurred in 
the WSA, the workings in the southwestern portion of the WSA were 
probably the result of ej^loration activity tracing the extension of 
mineralization at the Rand Silver Mine about seven miles to the 
scwthw^. Tte WSA is adjacent to the Randsburg and Atolia Mining 
Districts, v^ch have a ocmbined recorded production of 0.5 million 

gold, ten millicxi ounces of silver, and 18,400,000 pounds 
of tungsten ocnoentrate. The BCM survey indicated that epithermal 
gold miner^izatiOTi has occurred near the Steam Well, on the RAK 
mining claim grcx^), and along the Browns Ranch fault zone on the 
lava Mountain claim group within the WSA. The widespread 
alteratiCHi and the presence of aronalcus concentrations of gold 
sil\^, arsenic, antimony, tungsten, and mercury were observed in 
geo^emical samples on the properties, providing evidence for 
^ithermal gold mineral izaticai. 

The uses and the BCM, in their combined r^xort (USGS Bulletin 
1708-D) stated ^t the entire WSA is situated between two intensely 
mine^ized regions. The combined r^rt stated that the northern 
^rtion of the WSA is the most intensely altered, classified as 
having a* lew potenticil for the occurrence of gold. The 

n^-^sent^ porticxi of the WSA was classified as having a moderate 
potential for silver, lead, and zinc as shewn on Map 2. 

^ areas, one mile northwest and one-half miles northeast from the 
St^y^l were classified by the USGS and BCM as having a moderate 
potential for the occurrence of geothermal resources, a hi^ 
po^tial for gold and silver, and a low potential for sodium. In 
addition, a larger area encompassing the entire suitable 

was classified as having a low 
^ silver. The suitable south-centred portion 

of the encanpasses the Browns Ranch fault zone and was 
id^ified as having a moderate potential for the occurrenoe of 
^ithermal precious metal d^josits. This was siwxorted by 
arecmagretic survey and geochemical data. The mineral 

shown on Map 2 shows the USGS and BOi classification 
of the area. 

Since 1976, t^ approvals had been given for gecphysical 
exploration within the WSA. Fifty shallow tenperature gradient 
hol^ and other surveys had been conducted within the southern 
one-third of the WSA. As of December, 1987, twenty-ei^t geothermal 

area within the K3RA 
^ having a hi^ potential for the occurrence of 

geothermal resources under the BIM classification system. 

Sij^ 1980, three plans of operation to conduct exploration 
activi^es w^ approved by the BIM. A plan of operation submitted 
^ Ifou^ ^1 and Minerals in 1983, allowed seven exploration holes 
to be drilled on the lava Mountain groip of mining claims. A plan 
of operation was submitted by ASARCX) in 1987, for a five-hole 
exploration drilling program on the Lava Mountain mining claims. 
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Ocnpleted drilling emd geologic mapping si:^3port the USGS and BCM 
moderate potenticil classificaticxi for this area based intense 
edteratiai and silicified volcanic rock associated with ^ithermal 
gold mineralizaticxi. 

Uhpatented mining claims in the WSA are suninarized in the following 
table taken from BLM records dated January, 1988. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims and leases 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUITABLE NOISUIT. TOTAL SUITABLE NOLSUTT. TOTAL 
Lode 74 142 216 1,480 2,840 4,320 
Placer 57 51 108 2,280 2,040 4,320 
Mill Site 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Totcil 131 193 324 3.760 4.880 8.640 
Geothermal 

Leases 18 10 28 26.019 4.579 30.598 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values: Althou^ the wilderness aorea will be 
withdrawn from mineral entry, some of the existing mining claims may 
prove to have a Vcilid discovery, cdlcwing developonent to proceed 
with associated negative impacts on wilderness Vcilues, unless valid 
ri^ts can be acquired. With this exc^^tion, wilderness values will 
be protected on the area to be designated wilderness. On the sooea. 
to remain ncxiwildemess, wilderness values will e>^)erience a 
generalized decline over the Icxig-term as a result of mineral and 
geothermal e^loration and development, and motorized recreation. 

2. Impact on Geothermal Exploration and Development; Ei^teen 
geothermal leases are within the recommended wilderness. 
Development of these leases will be subject to stipulations to 
protect the area's wilderness character. Ten leases and portions of 
ten additional leases are within the area to remain nonwildemess, 
and will therefore not be encumbered with specieLL stipulations to 
protect wilderness oharacter. 

3. Impact on Mineral Exploration and Development; 29,195 acres will be 
withdrawn from minercil entry, precluding further e3q)loraticMi. 
Development of the 131 existing mining claims will be subject to 
proof of a valid discovery, .^proxiinately 20 percent of the WSA, 
containing an additioral 193 mining claims, will be unaffected 
the proposed action. 
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4. Impact on Desert Tortoise and Mctove Ground Scaiinrel H^itat; 
Tortoise and Mohave ground squirrel habitat will be maintained in a 
natural condition to the maximum extent possible in the recommended 
suitable area. Some habitat may be disturbed by mining activity in 
the reocramended nonsuitable portion, and cxi any Vcilid claims in the 
suitable portion. However, eill planned actions throu^out the WSA 
will be subjected to environmentcil ancilysis to identify potential 
adverse inpacts and develop apprqpriate mitigation measures. 

5. Impact on Ei:Aiemeral Sheep Grazincr; O|portunities for grazing within 
the area will not be lessened by designation. 

6. Impact on Wildflower Viewing; Opportunities for anraial wildflower 
viewing will be diminished by the recommendation. Access to the 
traditioncil viewing areas will be restricted to those vho are 
capable of hiking to the area. A sli^t beneficicil impact to the 
wildflcwer beds will occur since vehicles will not impact the 
vegetation. 

7. Impact on Cultural Resources; Ihe most valuable sites are located 
in the recommended wilderness area, vhere they will receive the 
maximum possible protection from surface disturbance. Elimination 
of motor vehicle use within the wilderness will help reduce 
incidents of vandalism. These benefits will be offset somevhat by 
the additional restrictions wilderness designation places on 
scientific research and excavation. Throu^out the WSA, all 
proposed activities will be subject to environment2d analysis, 
vhich will evaluate the effect on culturcil resources and develcp 
mitigating measures to minimize impacts. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local socicil or economic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all ptoses in the developnent 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Fhase were taken into account during developDment 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and PropxDsed Plan. The following is a 
summary of cill comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in p>arentheses. 

1. Inventory Fhase; A large number of comments contested the 
inclusion of a road in Golden Vcilley, stating that it is, in fact, 
only a je^ trail. Most of the road has been deleted, so that new 
it provides access only as far as Section 15 for grazing pxnposes, 
but does not continue throu*^ the valley. Many comments cilso 
expressed interest in motorized recreational use. However, no 
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cxxrpetitive motorized areas are included in the WSA. All porticxis 
of the WSA have been identified previously in the BIM planning 
process for their natural values and have been managed as such. 

2. Study Phase; Of the 61 oanments received about this WSA, 30 favored 
wilderness designaticxi. A large number of these suggested that WSAs 
170 and 170A (170A was ccgiibined to form WSA 170 during the initicil 
inventory) should be combined by closing the je^ trail v^ch cuts 
thrcu^ Golden Valley in the Lava Mountains. Ihe outstanding 
wildflower di^lays were mentioned frequently. Other qualities 
contributing to hi^ wilderness quality were scenic beauty, 
solitude, and opportunities for primitive recreatiOTi and nature 
study. Types of recreaticai mentioned were photography, hiking, 
horseback riding, and camping. Subjects suggested for nature study 
were circhaeology, wildlife, botany, geology, etc. 

The comments c^pxosing wilderness status for this WSA mentioned 
grazing, military activities, as on-going activities detracting from 
wilderness potential. There were requests for continuation of off- 
hi^Tway vehicle use, mining, motorcycle competition, rockhounding, 
and grazing. Several energy production companies urged that the land 
not be closed prior to evaluation of geothermal resources. A few 
letters stated, mistakenly, that Golden Valley had been used by off- 
hi^Tway vehicle recreationists and was, thus, unsuitable for 
wilderness. 

No comments were received in response to the Public Irput Wbr)dxx)k 
(3/115/79). 

# 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; A variety of comments on this WSA were 
received in response to the Draft Desert Plan. The opinions ranged 
from ^proval of the plan cilternatives vhich was voiced from the 
conservation-oriented organizations, vhile opposition to the 
propos^ amendments was posed by the National CXitdoor Coalition, a 
cocilition of mining, rockhounding and ORV grcujps. A few letters 
wanted to increase the acreage of wilderness beyond that 
recommended in the all wilderness alternative. Several respondents 
mentioned that exploraticsi for and development of oil, gas, and 
geothermcil resources would be the best use for the area. 

4. Proposed Plan; Several letters requested the opening of a route 
throu^ Golden Valley for vehicle use, including racing. Other 
comments were similar to those received on the Draft Plan. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

GOLDEN VALLEY WSA (CDCA-170) 

PARCEL 

LEGAL 

DESCRIPTION 

TOTAL 

NUMBER 

OF 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

SURFACE SUBSURFACE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

No. TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN ACREAGE OWNERS ESTATE ESTATE ACOUISITION ACOUISITION 

1 29S. 41E. 22 MDM 100 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LAND PROCESSING 

COSTS COSTS 

($1000) ($1000) 

N/A 2.5 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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Red Mountain 
CDCA 172 





RH) MJCWBVTN WTTrraWESS gTOEY ARE^ OCA) 

(aXA-172) 

1. TOE SIUDY AREA - 7,114 acres 

The Red Mountain WSA is located in San Bernardino CJounty in the southeastern 
portion of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The WSA includes 
6,561 acres of public lands under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), no acres of lands belonging to the State of California and 
private inholdin^ totalling approximately 553 acres. No split-estate lands 
exist within the WSA boundaries (see M^ 1 and Table 1). 

Beginning at Squaw Spring Well in the northern portion of the study area, 
the boundary parallels the eastern side of the road to Squaw Spring 
follcwing it north for one mile vhere it then turns south and east skirting 
the foothills of an unnamed mesa for roughly two miles. The eastern 
boundary then heads south following various tcpografiiical features until it 
intersects with the northern edge of a utility line maintenance road vhich 
forms the southern boundary. T^roximately one mile east of Midway 395, 
the western boundary leaves the utility line maintenance road and follows an 
unnamed wash north for two miles, then traverses the base of Red Mountain 
for three miles heading north and west until it intersects with Squaw 
Spring. 

The WSA contains approximately 75% mountains and 25% hills encoanpassing an 
area three miles wide and four miles long. The predominate feature of the 
study area is Red Mountain, a volcanic "plug” coarposed of red-colored 
volcanic rooik vhioh dominates the western portion of the WSA. Smaller hills 
and kn(±>s make up the remainder of the study area. Numerous washes emerging 
from the mountains dissect the bajadas below. The WSA falls within the 
broad classification of American desert province. Scant desert vegetation 
consisting of low desert shrubs of the creosote scrub plant oxrnimunity is 
found on the lower slopes. Ste^jer slopes cilong the range are relatively 
void of vegetation. No permanent water soxirces exist within the study area. 
No BIM sensitive or Federal or State listed rare, threatened or endangered 
plant species are known to cxxaar in this WSA. Two wildlife species of 
management ooncem oxxur in the soxithwest portion of the study area (See 
Special Features). 

One seo±ion (640 aoxes) in the northern portion of the WSA encompasses the 
entire Squaw Spring Area of Critical Environmental Conc:em (ACEC); an area 
set aside for the protecrtion of cailtural and historic resources (See Special 
Features). 

The WSA is completely within a portion of the Cantil Common grazing 
allotment. An Allotment Management Plan (AMP) ocmpleted for the grazing 
lease descnribes the grazing system to be followed and outlines actions to be 
taken to improve range conditions and minimize conflicts with other 
resources. 
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The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Iirpact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, bedanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in Appendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOCMMENDATTC^ AND RATKX^TF - 0 acres reccmmended for 
wilderness 

6,561 ELM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for this WSA. The entire acreage is 
released for uses other than wilderness. This recommendation will be 
implemented in a manner v^hich will use all practical means to avoid or 
minimize environmental irrpacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further ejqjlained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

The no wilderness recommendation is based on the following rationale: (1) 
the landforms and ecosystems of this WSA are already well represented in 
other areas identified for wilderness preservation; (2) the area's value as 
wilderness is overshadowed by its potential for motorized recreation, mining 
and oil and gas exploration and production; and (3) the resource values in 
the WSA would be best managed and maintained under nonwildemess management. 
Adherence to the CDCA Plan's limited use guidelines coupled with 
restricticns outlined in existing management plans serve to lessen potential 
impacts to resources within the WSA. 

The WSA is typiccil of the desert environments within the transition zone 
between the Great Basin and Mojave Deserts. Within 50 air miles are five 
BIM areas reccmmended for wildeiness designation and three designated areas 
administered by the USDA Forest Service. All are iwountaincus and all 
contain a greater r^resentation of the resources represented within the Red 
Mountain WSA. 

Current recreation use within the Red Mountain WSA is almost exclusively 
motorized, and would therefore be displaced by wilderness designation. Use 
is estimated at 100 visitor-use days annually, with the predominant activity 
being hunting. The northern portion of the WSA shews numerous trails by 
off-hi^Tway vehicles (CXiV). There are approximately five miles of routes of 
travel including primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of 
access v^ch will remain available for vehicular use. 

The WSA is located east of the Red Mountain and Randsburg Mining Districts. 
The known gold and silver mineralization in these nearby mining districts 
indicates good potential for similar mineralization within WSA 172. 
Additionally, the stuc^ area is within the Randsburg Known Geothermal 
Resource Area (KGRA) and has been classified as prospectively valuable for 
sodiuiVpotassium and oil/gas by the United States Geological Survey (USGS). 
Wilderness designation would conflict with full development of these 
potenticil resources since the area would be withdrawn from mineral entry and 
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leasing. Conversely, since valid, existing mining claims could be 
developed, this activity would conflict with maintenance of wilderness 
values. 

The naturalness and opportunities for solitude within this WSA only 
minimally meet the criteria defined in Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act. 
Because the study area is small, surrounded by private property containing 
extensive mining developments, and within ten miles of the C3iina Lake Naval 
We^xjns Center, it is difficult to escape the si^ts and sounds of 
civilization. Heavily travelled State Hi^way 395 is ajproximately one mile 
west of the WSA. These outside si^ts and sounds detract from the sense of 
solitude and remoteness to be esqperienced within the ar^. Considering the 
small size of the area, human edterations to naturalness are relatively 
concentrated. Squaw Spring contains remnants of an old water system. Large 
concrete foundations and a concrete storage tank still remain. Remnants of 
a water pipeline which once supplied water to the tcwns of Red Mountain and 
Johannesburg occur in the northern portion of the study area. 

Two ri^ts-of-ways are located on tc^ of Red Mountain. The first, is for a 
Corps of Engineers aviation monitoring site. The second involves a radar 
facility for the Department of the Navy. The total acreage for the 
rights-of-way is approximately five acres. A large concrete foundation and 
numerous acetylene tanks associated with these ri^ts-of-way are located on 
top of Red Mountain. 

The features of major significance in this WSA include the cultural 
resources associated with Squaw Spring. Additionally, the WSA possesses 
desert tortoise and Mc^ve ground squirrel habitat and is within a portion 
of the Red MountaiiVEl Paso raptor breeding area. Protection of wilderness 
and other resource vaLLues is being addressed throu^ the implementation of 
management actions within the Squaw Springs ACEC Management Plan completed 
in 1988. These actions include closure of the primary access road into 
Squaw Spring, fencing of the cultural resource site and enforcement of 
stringent visual resource management guidelines to control the level of 
disturbance allowed in sensitive areas. 

> 
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TABIE 1 - Land Status and Acareage Sumnciry of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BLM (surface and subsurface) 6,561 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 553 

Total 7,114 

Within the Recotimended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BLM (within WSA) 0 
BLM (cutside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BLM Land Recoramended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BLM (surface and subsurface) 6,561 
Split Estate (BLM surface only) 0 

Total BLM Land Not Reccxnmended for Wilderness 6,561 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING TOE WILDERNESS REPOyiMENDATIONS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The lower slopes of the WSA are impacted by (XIV use. 
There has been an abundance of mining activity within the WSA as 
evidenced by the numerous assessment pits, mining claim markers, and 
access routes. Many of these claims are pre-FLEMA with development 
potential vhich would significantly cdter the naturalness of the 
overall WSA. The facilities associated with the existing ri^ts-of- 
way at the tc^ of Red Mountain also contribute to a degradation of 
the natural character. 
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2. Solitude; Opportunities for solitude cire obtainable thrxxi^out the 
WSA, but cire ccinprxxnised by the outside si^ts and sounds of noise 
from areas just outside of the WSA such as the town of Red Mountain, 
traffic from Hi^iway 395 and the county road to the town of Trona. 
The outside influences significantly effect the solitude as their 
activities can be seen and heard from the entire eastern side of the 
WSA. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the nationcd defense mission talcing place in aj^roved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic tenporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acc^Dtable as a part of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; Opportunities for primitive 
and unconfined recreation are available within the WSA. The canyons 
and hills cillcw penetration into the area and provide tcpograpiiic 
screening from other visitors. Hi^er elevations afford good views 
of the surrounding features. The significant ongoing human activity 
from adjacent communities and the various impacts of man's work in 
the northern and eastern portions of the study area detract from the 
overall primitive recreation potential. 

4. Special Features; Fifteen percent of the WSA falls within the 
range of the Mdbave ground squirrel, a state-listed rare species. 
The washes and bajadas provide good habitat for the desert tortoise 
with densities of approximately 50 to 100 individuals per square 
mile. The desert tortoise is a BLM sensitive species in California 
and is currently under status review by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service for listing as a threatened species. Additionally, the 
study area is within the Red Mountain/El Paso Raptor breeding area 
and is utilized as a foraging area by golden eagles and prairie 
falcons. 

A small area (640 acres) in the northern portion of the study area 
enccxtpasses the Squaw Spring ACEC; an area identified for the 
protection of cultural resources. The site contains numerous house 
rings, metates, p)etroglyphs and other highly visible evidence of 
aboriginail presence. 
In recognition of this specicQ. feature, the Squaw Spring site was 
listed on the Nationcd Register of Historic Places in 1981. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; The WSA contains 6,561 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush (Larrea) ecosystem. Designation of 
the study area would not contribute any additional unique or 
distinct features to the Nationcd Wilderness Preservation System. 
Wilderness values in the area are unpretentious. Other suitably 
recommended WSA's throLK^out the CDCA offer a more extensive and 
diverse r^resentation of this ecosystem. 
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Table 2 - Etoosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
I>3min/Prwinoe/FtjV_ctreas acres_cireas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,261,348 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,647,544 

2. Expandincf the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of eleven major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 
of the population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpxalation Centers 

Population 
Centers 

NWPS areas 
areas acres 

Other BIM Studies 
areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Merced 33 3,957,550 25 348,753 
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lompoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of five BIM WSAs recommended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is Domeland, 
50 miles east, administered by USDA Forest Service in Sequoia 
National Forest. 
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C. Manageability 

The Red Mountain WSA is manageable as wilderness. Hcwever, there cire 
several significant issues vAiich would ccncplicate manageability of the 
aurea as such. 

With few exo^xtions, the boundaries of this study cirea are not well 
defined cxi the ground. For the most part, the boundaries were 
established almg contour lines and occasional topography. Extensive 
signing would be necessary to enforce the mandates of the Wilderness 
Act. 

Many of the area's 79 mining claims are within the zone predicted to 
have moderate potential for gold, silver, and cc^per. Unless the United 
States can acquire the Vcilid mineral ri^ts, those claims can be 
developxed, vhich would severely degrade wilderness values. 

Militciry overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Khcwn at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Reccmmendation: The Red Mountain WSA is located in the 
BUM Red Mountain Geology-Energy-Mineral Resource Area (GRA). The 
G-E-M narrative in the wilderness section of the CDCA plan EIS 
(Volume B, ^3pendix III) in 1980, stated that the WSA has potential 
for the occurrence of gold, silver, sodium, pxxtassium, oil, gas and 
geothermal resources. As of December 12, 1979, there were no 
uipatented mining claims recorded with the BIM in the WSA. 

The 1980 BIM GRA file data contains a limited amount of information 
in si^jport of the EIS G-E-M statement. The data from the 1980 BIM 
file was inccnplete and no assessment of mineral pxxtenticil was made 
for mineral resource occurrence. However, the 1980 BIM GRA file 
data did show that the entire WSA was classified cis having a hic^ 
pxxtential for the occurrence of silver and gold. The extreme 
southeastern pxcrtion of the WSA was classified by the 1980 BIM GRA 
file data as having a hi^ pxctenticLl for the occurrence of tungsten. 
These classificaticMTS are shewn on the accompanying minerals 
pxxtenticd map. The western pxxrtion of the WSA is included in the 
Rand Mining (gold, silver) District and the southern pxertion in the 
Atolia (tungsten) Mining District. The combined recorded 
production from these districts amount to 10,000,000 ounces of 
silver, 500,000 ounces of gold and 920,000 short tons of tungsten 
ore (1980 BIM GRA file). 

The northeastern portion of the WSA is encompassed by the Randsburg 
Known Geothermcil Resource Area. The 1980 BIM GRA file data also 
documented a USGS (USGS, Conservation Division, 1979) classification 
of the eastern one-hcilf of the WSA as a Potential Geothermal 
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Resource Area (PGRA). In addition, the entire WSA was classified by 
the uses (CJonservation Division, 1979) as prospectively VcLLuable for 
sodium and potassium. 

The 1980 BIM GRA file documented the USGS classification of certain 
portions of the WSA for geothermal, sodium and potassium. Based on 
the BLM classificaticxi system, the northeastern portion of the WSA 
enocnnpcissed by the Randsburg KGRA is classified as having a high 
potenticil for the occurrence of geothermal resources. In addition, 
the eastern one-third of the WSA is classified as having a moderate 
potenticLL for the occurrence of geothermal resources (See Map 2). 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should Be Considered in 
the Final Reoarrmendation: No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines (BCM) 
mineral surveys have been conducted for the WSA because it is 
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 

Since 1980, no plans of c^)eration for mineral exploration within the 
WSA have been submitted to the BUM. However, significant new 
exploration, develc^xnent and production continues to occur in the 
Rand Mining District immediately adjacent to the WSA. The recent 
resumption of activities in the Rand District is reflected by the 
hi^ OOTKsentrations of unpatented lode claims located within the 
northern portion of the WSA. Unpatented mining claims located 
within the WSA are summarized in the following table taken from BIM 
mineral records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 Mining Claims & leases 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUITABIE NC»ISUIT. TOTAL SUITABLE NCa^SUTT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 73 73 N/A 1460 1460 
Placer N/A 6 6 N/A 240 240 
Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 79 79 N/A 1700 1700 

Geothermal 
Leases N/A 6 6 N/A 6.048 6.048 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Wilderness values will decline over 
the long-term cis exploration and develcpment occurs in cireeis of 
moderate mineral and oil and gas potential, and in areas used for 

recreation. Wilderness values will be retained in the portions 
of the WSA not subjected to these uses. 

9 



Dome 
Mount iin 
1516 

Klinker 
Mountain 

lOlis 

[ Mountain 
SUiling Well 

'Steam 
Well 

Johannesburg 
,ancihg 
^eld \ 

ellow As' 
fline 

!.\\\/ 

Blackhai 

VMs 
tAtkalil 

Atolia 

Wells 
I Alkali) 

Ouddeback 

Lak i 

T29S 

T30S 

T30S 

T3 1 S 

R40E R4 IE R4 1 E R42E 

Recommended for 
Wilderness 

Recommended for 
Non Wilderness 

Land outside WSA 
Recommended for 
Wilderness 
Split Estate 

State 

Private 

Explanation Commodity Symbols 
TTT-r-r-r^ 

\\\\\\\\\\' 

. • . . • 

High Potenial for the 
Occurrence of Energy and/or 
Non-energy Minerals 

Moderate Potential for the 
Occurrence of Energy and/or 
Non-energy Minerals 

Moderate Mineral Potential 
Location in a High Mineral 
Potential Area 

High Mineral Potential 
Location in a Moderate Mineral 
Potential Area 

fkQ Silver 

Au Gold 
G Geothermal 

w T ungsten N 

Red Mountain 
Mineral Resource Potential 

0 12 3 
I_I_1_I 

MILES 

MAP-2 
CDCA-172 



2. Impact on Lpcatable Mineral Exploraticyi and Development; The 
proposed action will have no iirpact. Further exploration, as well 
as developnent of the 79 existing claims, can proceed subject to 
guidelines established in the OXA Plan and existing regulations. 

3. Impact on Mineral leasing; Ihe proposed action will have no impact. 
Further ejqjloraticxi and development of the existing leases can 
proceed subject to environmentcil analysis. 

4. Impact on Native American Uses and Vctlues; Native American access 
to traditicml hunting areas and collection sites will be retained. 

5. Impact on Archeological Resources; All preposed surface- 
disturbing activities will be subjected to environmentcil analysis to 
cillow the detection of resources and the mitigation or avoidance of 
any iitpacts. 

6. Impact on Sensitive Wildlife Habitat; Localized impacts caused by 
vehicle use and surface disturbance associated with minercil 
exploration and development will be minor as less than 15% of the 
overcill study area provides habitat for the desert tortoise and 
Mohave ground squirrel. Management guidelines in the COCA Plan 
along with enforcement of State laws will provide protection of 
these sensitive species. 

7. Impact on the Souaw Sprincr ACEC: Lew intensity, multiple use 
guidelines along with management prescriptions for the ACEC will 
prevail. Ihe road into the ACEC has been closed and gated since 
1978. Lew levels of inpact should occur within the ACEC. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No loccil socicil or ecoronic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Ccanments 

Public comments were solicited throughout all phases in the develcpment 
of the CDCA Plan, finadized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during develcpment 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. Ihe following is a 
summary of edl comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Over 50 comments were received on this roadless 
area. About 75 percent of those comments recommended dropping the 
area from further wilderness study. Most cited motorized vehicle 
activities and mining activities on the slcpes. Of those advocating 
further wilderness study, the natural Vcilues of the hi^er cireas and 
the opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreational 
activities were cited. Ihe area was visited on the ground several 
times and most of the areas impacted by man's activities were 
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excluded frm further wilderness study. However, the higher and 
ste^jer areas of the mountain showed little sign of man's presence 
or use of the area, and findings were not changed in those portions. 

The State of California's lands Qsnmissicxi filed a protest with BIM 
State Director v^ch dealt specifically with WSA 172. It concerned 
the State's ability to manage the developnent of geothermal energy 
csi State lands in the Randsburg KGRA (known geothermal resource 
area) during the wilderness study period. Ihe protest was denied. 

The Am^ican Moto^clist Associatic»i (AMA) and the National Outdoor 
Coaliticn (NOC) filed appeals to the Interior Board of Land ^^peals 
(IBLA) concerning inclusion of WSA 172 in the wilderness inventory. 
The AMA protested checkerboard ownership, external intrusions 
afferting wilderness quality, and lack of areas for solitude and 
primitive recreation throu^out the entire WSA. NOC mentioned the 
same points but added a ocxtplaint about non-wildemess corridors, or 
"cher^ stems" and about including areas v^iich may need 
rehabilitation. The appeals were denied. 

2. Sfitdy Fhase; Of the 65 ccmments received on WSA 172, 53 opposed 
wildeme^ designation. Almost all of the responses were frcm off¬ 
road vehicle users vho felt the area was unsuitable for wilderness 
because of its long time use for ORV recreation. The area was said 
to be excellent for ORV use because the soils were stable and not 
easily damaged. Oitstanding riding c^portunities were available, 
and many respondents asked that the area be left open for family 
camping and coipetitive events. Several factors were said to 
interfere with wilderness quality and with c^portunities for 
solitude and primitive types of recreation. These included 
abandoned mines and shacks, roads, powerlines, and the nearby towns 
of Randsburg, Johannesburg, and Atolia. 

Three responses mentioned the area's mineral potential. Two mining 
cxarpanies and one individual asked that the area within the 
Randsburg KGRA be left open for geothermal energy developnaent. 

Twelve letters sipported a wilderness designation. They listed the 
following features as contributing to the unit's wilderness quality: 
archaeologic, historic, scenic, botanic, wildlife, geologic, and 
cultural resourtres. Opportunities for solitude and primitive 
recreation were said to be excellent. One respondent felt that the 
adjacency of the unit to a highway allowed easy access for 
wilderness users; another felt that the closeness to the tortoise 
preserve would provide a good buffer to protect the preserve. 

Two conments were received in response to the Public Irput Vforkbook 
(3/15/79). Both opposed wilderness designation. One stated that 
the amount of the WSA vbich was eligible for wilderness was so small 
that maragement w^d be difficult. The other comment mentioned the 
popularity of family rockhounding in this area and suggested that 
the lower elevations be drcpped from wilderness consideration and 
only the hi^ parts maintained in the wilderness study. 
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3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public ocraments were received specific 

to VJSA 172. Hcwever, this WSA was one of those c^jposed by the 

Naticml CXitdoor Cocilition, a coeilition of mining, rock-hounding, 

and off-road v^iicle grot^s. A large number of club members sent in 

printed <xtapons and letters sii^^porting a multiple use designation of 

'•moderate use" for this cirea; this designation was offered by the 

Use Alternative. Wilderness proponents and conservation 

organizations supported the Protection Alternative which recommended 

wilderness for this unit. Some mining companies opposed wilderness 

because of the area's mineral and geothermal potenticil. 

4. Proposed Plan; There were scattered letters giving the same 

opinions described above. However, neither the wilderness 

proponents nor the wilderness c^Dponents made the Red Mountain cirea a 

major area of concern. A few letters stated that closing the area 

as wilderness would force OTV users to overcrcwd the Johnson Valley 

Open Area. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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BTACKWATFR WEUj WTTnKRWRRS cTTOPy AREA fWSA) 

(CDCA-173) 

1. IHE STUDY AREA - 8,536 acres 

The Blackwater Well WSA (CDCA-173) is Icxated in San Bernardino County, in 
the west-central portion of the CDCA. The city of Ridgecrest is located 23 
miles northwest. The WSA includes 7,896 acres of public land under the 
jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management (BIM) and 640 acres of private 
inholdings (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

The eastern boundary of the WSA is the China LaJce Naval W^pons Center, 
Mojave "B” Testing Range. A dirt road forms the southern boundary. The 
western and northern boundary of the WSA is the old Twenty Mule Team Borax 
Road. 

The WSA contains 55% alluvial fans, 40% lava flews, and 5% pediments. 
Elevations range from 3521 to 4547 feet. The dominant physical feature is a 
boulder-strewn lava mesa three miles long and one mile wide. The 
orientation of this flat-tcp landform is north-south with ste^ sides of 
dark brewn volcanic rock. East of the mesa is a gently slcping bajada vhich 
extends to the eastern border of the WSA. The dominate vegetation is the 
typical creosote bush scrub plant community. Some scattered Joshua trees 
dot the landscape. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in Appendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOOMMENDATTC^ AND RATTONATF - 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

7,896 BIM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Blackwater Well WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. Future 
activities in the area will be controlled by low intensity, multiple use 
management guidelines as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. This recommendation 
will be implemented in a manner vhich will use all practiced means to avoid 
or minimize environmental impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally-prefetable cdtemative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further explained in the Cedifomia Wilderness 
Study Overview. 
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Ihe overall lack of hi^ quality wilderness Vcilues was the fundamental 
reason for the ncnsuitability reconmendaticxi for the Blackwater Vfell WSA. 
Other existing uses of the area, primarily livestock grazing, v^en 
CCTipcunded by the existing routes of travel and range iirprovements that mar 
the naturalness of the area, are of greater significance than the area's 
values as wilderness. Designaticxi of this area as wilderness would not 
contribute any additional unique or distinct features to the National 
Wilderness PreservatiCTi System. Overall, the area has minimum wilderness 
values. Other similar WSAs in the California Desert that are recommended 
suitable offer a more extensive and diverse r^resentation of desert 
wilderness Vcilues. 

The WSA contains no ^)ecial or unique landforms, geologic features or 
vegetative assemblages. The scenery is ccmmorplaoe. Certain portions of 
the WSA have outstanding c^^portunities for solitude and primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. Overall, however, such c^^portunities are 
limited. There are afproximately four miles of routes of travel including 
primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of access vhich will 
remain available for vehicular use. 

The existing signs of man are spread uniformly throu^out the entire WSA. 
Two wildlife water caohements are located within the WSA, one in the 
northwest and one in the middle of the area. Several access routes also 
intrude into the interior of the WSA. In the southwest portion of the area, 
a communication transmission facility is located on one of the more 
prominent hills. 

Cattle grazing is the primary land use in the area. The entire WSA is 
within the Pilot Kiob Grazing Allotment and has been grazed for many years. 
A cattle water tank and maintenance route cire located in the southeast 
comer of the area. A pipeline, with two cattle trou^is and associated 
maintenance routes, are located in the northeastern portion of the WSA. 

The WSA does contain some special features such as an area of hi^ cultural 
resource sensitivity, a State-listed threatened species and a BLM sensitive 
species. Although the area lacks hi^ quality wilderness values, these 
other significant features will continue to be appropriately managed and 
protected under the low intensity management for the area contained in the 
CDCA Plan. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 7,896 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 640 

Total 8,536 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Reccramended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccatimended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 7,896 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Reccxnmended for Wilderness 7,896 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING IHE WIIDERNESS RECXMMENDATICTJS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: Ihe Blackwater Well WSA is predominantly natural. The 
central portion of the area is dominated by a lava mesa strewn with 
black basalt boulders. On either side of the mesa are slewing 
alluvial fans dominated by the creosote bush vegetative community. 
However, grazing improvements such as tanks, pipelines and water 
trou^is, and maintained access routes to facilitate livestock 
management are found throu^out the WSA and reduce naturalness 
somevshat. 
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2. Solitude: Porticais of the Blackwater Well WSA contain 
opportunities for solitude, but overall, they are not ocaisidered to 
be outstanding. The lava flew has several small ridges and boulder 
rises vhich provide eireas for quiet oontenplation. 

This WSA is periodiceLlly overflcwn by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taldng place in e^roved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
cire deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
pr^)aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The Blackwater Well WSA, 
cLLthou^ relatively small, ccxitains isolated areas with potentied 
for primitive and unconfined recreatic»i. The lava flew is available 
for exploration and discovery, and the tep of the ridge is a 
ehallenging feature to reach to detain a view into the adjoining 
military reservation or across a swe^ing bajada. Psychologiccilly, 
hewever, the fortified boundary of the adjacent Naval Weapons 
Center is very confining. 

4. Special Features: Archaeological investigations indicate that an 
aboriginal settlement with occi^tional history dating from 1200 
B.C. to at least 1850 A.D. is within the WSA. Several historical 
sites associated with ranching and the Twenty Male Team Borax 
enterprise etre also present. 

The Mohave ground squirrel, a State-listed threatened species, is 
present throu^out the WSA. The WSA contains less than one percent 
of the species range. The desert tortoise, a BIM sensitive species, 
ranges throu^out the alluviail fans within the area. The tortoise 
is under status review by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 
possible listing as a threatened or endangered species. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diyersity of natural systems and features as 
represented by ecosystems: This WSA contains 7,896 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Budi ecosystem. The Blackwater Well WSA 
would not increase the diyersity of the types of ecosystems 
r^resented in the National Wilderness Preservation System. This 
ecosystem is well r^resented in other WSAs that are recommended 
suitable for wilderness in the CDCA. 
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Table 2 - EcxDsystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classificaticxi 
Dcmain/Province/FNV 

NWPS Areas 
areas acres 

Other BLM Studies 
areas acres 

NAnOJWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,260,013 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,646,209 

2. Eyandinq the opportunities for solitude or priinitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of manor population 
centers; Ihe WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major 
pcp^ation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 
of the population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Peculation NWPS areas Qthg>r rtm stndifag 

Centers_areas acres_areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 
liDs Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Qxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lcanpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Visal ia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

galai^im the qeoqrat^c distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of six BLM WSAs reccsnimended for wilderness 
d^ignation. The closest designated wilderness area is Dcmeland 
Wilderness, vhich is administered by Sequoia National Forest, 60 
miles to the northwest. 
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C. Manageability t 

Ihe Blackwater Well WSA is manageable as wilderness. Hcwever, the 
effort that would be necessary to manage the area for wilderness is not 
justified given the overall lack of qucility wilderness values. 

The area OCTitains marginal wilderness values that are marred with signs 
of man. Ihe majority of these intrusions could be rehabilitated to 
bolster the qualities of the area and tie the various sections of the 
WSA together as one unit. 

Livestock grazing has occurred in the area for many years. Ihe numerous 
range improvements in the WSA require regular maintenance. Mechanized 
equipment has historically been used to maintain the viability of these 
facilities. Long-term grazing in the area, in the same manner and 
degree that has occurred in the past, will very likely continue to 
result in impacts that are not compatible with management of the area 
for its wilderness values. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Known at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recommendation; Ihe Blackwater Well WSA is located in 
the BIM Red Mountain Geology-Energy-Mineral (GEM) Resource Area 
(GRA). BIM G-E^ data in the wilderness section of the CDCA plan 
EIS Volume B. T^pendix III stated that there were no known mineral 
prospects or occurrences in this WSA. As of December 12, 1979, 
there were no uipatented mining claims recorded with the BIM in the 
WSA. 

Ihe 1980 BIM file data documented a USGS prospectively valuable 
classification (1979) for oil and gas throu^out the entire WSA. 
However, the BIM GRA file data cilso documents gravity and surficial 
geologic data that indicates the presence of a thin alluvial cover 
over a shallow granitic bedrock. Iherefore, based on the BIM 
classification system, the eastern one-half of the WSA can be 
classified as having a lew occurrence potential for oil and gas 
d^xDsits. 

Ihe data from the 1980 BIM GRA file was incoanplete and no assessment 
of mineral potenticil was made for locatable, salable and leasable 
minerals. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Recommendation; No U.S. Bureau of Mines or U.S. Geologic 
Surveys (USGS) were conducted within the WSA because it is 
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 
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Unpatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 
table ta3cen from BIM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM suitabif; NONSUIT. TOTAL SUITABLE NCX^SUIT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 3 3 N/A 60 60 
Placer N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 
Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 3 3 N/A 60 60 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Noise, surface disturbances and access 
requirements for minercil exploration and develcpment will negatively 
impact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation. However, the minercil potential of the area is unknown 
and any develcpment will primarily affect site-specific areas. 
Off-hi^iway vehicle travel throng the area will continue to 
adversely iirpact solitude. Continued maintenance of the range 
inprovements will adversely impact naturalness and c^portunities for 
primitive and unoonfined types of recreation. 

2. Impact on Minercil Exploration and Development; The mineral 
potenticil of the WSA is unknown. However, opportunities for 
exploration and development will continue to be available subject to 
^plicable laws, regulations and the low intensity, multiple use 
management guidelines establi^ed in the CDCA Plan. 

3. Impacts on Off-Hicdiwav Vehicle Recreation; Opportunities for 
motorized recreation on designated routes of travel will continue to 
be available within the area. 

4. Impact on H^itat for the Desert Tortoise and the Mdiave Ground 
Squirrel: Given that there is little likelihood for mineral 
develcpment in the WSA, and the low intensity land use 
prescriptions for the area, there are no significant adverse impacts 
anticipated. 

5. Impact on Cultural Resources: The low intensity land use 
prescriptions for the area will further conpliment the excLsting laws 
and regulations that protect and preserve cultural resource values. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local socicil or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 
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G. Sumnary of WSA - Specific Public Ccanments 

Public ccniments were solicited throughout clLI phases in the develcpment 
of the OXA Plan, fineilized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Fhcise were taken into account during develc^nnent 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Prx^xDsed Plan. The follcwing is a 
summary of clLI comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
cire noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Most comments were general statements directed at 
several roadless cireas in the region and addressed study phase 
ocxTsideratiois. 

2. Study Phase; Only seven comments were received on this VJSA. Of 
these, six opposed wilderness designaticxi for the area. TWo said 
that the area had too much activity going cxi to allow it to be 
appropriate for wilderness. Other letters defined this activity as 
cattle grazing and motorized vehicle use. The strongest statement 
was that there is no wilderness value in an cirea bordered by the US 
Naval Weapons Center that is also extensively used for grazing. It 
was pointed out that frequent low altitude sijpersonic jet flints 
from George Air Force Base and other nearby aircraft facilities pass 
over the area at low levels. Also mentioned was past use of the 
curea for ORV play. 

The one letter favoring wilderness designation indicated that the 
area was scenic, had unique flora and fauna, and should be saved for 
the future. It was stated that the area would provide a buffer for 
the tortoise preserve. 

No comments were received in response to the Public Irput Workbook 
(3/15/79). 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was one of those exposed by the National CXitdoor Coalition, 
a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-hi^iway vehicle grotps. 
A large number of club members sent in printed coupons supporting a 
multiple use designation of '*moderate use” for this WSA vbich was in 
agreement with the recommendation of the Use Alternative. 
Wilderness preponents and conservation groups favored the Protection 
Alternative vbich designated this area as wilderness. 

4. Proposed Plan; There were no specific comments on this WSA in 
response to the Preposed Plan. The Proposed Plan recommended 
"limited use" for this area. Conservationists were unsatisfied 
because they wanted a wilderness recommendation; motorized vehicle 
oriented recreationists were edso displeased since they wanted 
'•moderate use." These cpinions weire expressed in generalized 
comments by both types of organizations. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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a^A5s VATjjgy wirrFBNESS gropy Araa\ fwsA) 

(CDCA--173A) 

1. TOE STUDY AREA - 15,201 acres 

TOe Grass Valley WSA is located in San Bernardino County in the west- 
central porticMi of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The 
city of Ridgecrest is located 25 miles to the northwest. The WSA includes 
15,098 acres of public land under the jurisdicticxi of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BIM) and 103 acres of land owned the State of California (see 
Map 1 and Table 1). 

The northern boundary of the WSA is a graded dirt road and the eastern 
boundary is the China Lake Naval We^»ns Center, Mojave "B" Testing Range. 
Graded dirt roads form the southern and western boundaries. The northern 
two miles of the western boundary is a fence and associated maintenance 
route. 

The Grass Vcilley WSA contains ajproximately 45% alluvial fans, 45% 
pediments, and ten percent hills. Grass Valley is the main tc^xagraphic 
feature of the area. It slc^)es to the east and covers three quarters of 
the WSA. A series of scattered hills lie in the western portion of the 
curea. The hills are reddii^-brcwn to yellcw in ^pearance, with elevations 
of 200-600 feet above the desert floor. The valley supports a typical 
creosote scrub community with a scattering of Jo^ua trees. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were ancilyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Irtpact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^3pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECt^lMENDATTCN AND PATTQNATF - 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

15,098 BIM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for this WSA. The entire acreage in 
this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. Future activities in 
the area will be controlled by low intensity management guidelines as 
prescribed in the CDCA Plan. This recommendation will be implemented in a 
manner which will use all practical means to avoid or minimize environmental 
impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further explained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 
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The Grass Valley WSA is not reocxranended for wilderness primarily because of 
existing surface disturbances that seriously degrade the wilderness values. 

' Designation of this eurea as wilderness would not contribute any additional 
unique or distinct features to the National Wilderness Preservation System. 
Overcill, the area has very lew qucility wilderness values. Other similar 
WSAs in the California Desert that are reconmended suitable offer a more 
extensive and diverse r^resentation of desert wilderness vcilues. 

The naturalness of the northeastern portion of the WSA is seriously 
iirpacted by the "Old Red Mountain to Barstew Road." This route of travel 
has been bladed into the surface to an average depth of one foot and also 
has berms averaging one foot hi^. It is a well-used route for off-hi^iway 
vehicle travel and it isolates ^proximately 1,760 acres of the northeast 
portion of the WSA. There are approximately 15 miles of routes of travel 
including primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of access 
which will remain available for vehicular use. 

Other signs of man, primarily associated with the Pilot Kiob Grazing 
Allotment, are spread throu^out the rest of the entire WSA. Five sets of 
livestock watering trout^is and two tractor-trailer bodies are located in the 
northeastern, eastern, and western portions of the WSA. There are over 
ei^t miles of barbed wire fences for livestock management within the WSA. 
Associated with the fences, are six and one-4ialf miles of access routes. 

Opportunities for solitude or primitive and unconfined types of recreation 
exist, but they are very limited due to the nondescript nature of the land 
and the lack of tc^xDgrajiiic screening. Ctoinpcunding these natural drawbacks, 
are the many surface disturbances that impact naturalness and serve to 
further limit opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined types 
of recreation. 

The WSA does contain some special features such as an area of hi^ cultural 
resource sensitivity, a State-listed threatened species, and a BLM sensitive 
species. Although the area lacks quality wilderness values, these other 
significant features will continue to be appropriately managed and protected 
under the lew intensity use for the area contained in the CDCA Plan. 
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TABI£ 1 - Land Status and Acreage Sunmary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 15,098 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 103 
Private 0 

Total 15,201 

Within the Reccmmended Wilderness BcRindary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Reccsnmended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 15,098 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Reconmended for Wilderness 15,098 

3. CRITERIA aarSIDERED IN DEVELOPING TOE WIIDERNESS RECXMMENDATICTJS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness: A route of travel vhich is locally known as the "Old 
Red Mountain to Barstcw Road," cuts off the entire northeast portion 
of the area. Two other routes of travel intrude into the area on 
the west side of the WSA, each for approximately one-half mile. 

There are two sets of watering trou^is associated with a pipeline 
and two tractor-trailer tank bodies used for watering cattle within 
the WSA boundaries. Two metal water trou^is and one of the trailers 
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arB lcx:ated on the east side of the area. The second trailer is 
located on the west border along with three water trou^is adjacent 
to the trailer. 

There are parts of three livestock management systems, \diich include 
over ei^t miles of fence, in the WSA. One system is located in the 
northwest porticxi of the WSA and consists of a north-south fence and 
a connecting east-west fence. Two other ^ort fences are associated 
with this same fence system and use natural barriers such as 
topogrc^iiic features to connect them with the other fences in the 
system. The second fence system is the southern boundary of the 
Pilot Kncb Grazing Allotment and results in the southern one-quarter 
of the WSA being s^jarated frcm the rest of the area. The third 
fence system is a short fence in the southwestern portion that 
stretches frcm the western border to the most prominent hill in the 
WSA. Associated with these fences are six and one-half miles of 
access routes. 

2. Solitude; The lack of tc^x)graphic diversity, and the minimal 
vegetative screening within the WSA that is provided by lew desert 
shrubs and a few scattered Joshua trees, provides few opportunities 
for solitude. Marginal epportunities for solitude can be found in 
the lew hills within the western portion of the WSA, but it cilso 
cannot be considered outstanding. 

This WSA is periodiccilly overflcwn by militciry aircraft cis part of 
the national defense mission taking place in afproved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vMch 
cue deemed necessary and acc^jtable cis a part of the defense 
pr^)aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uhconfined Recreation; Opportunities for primitive 
and unccaifined types of recreation are available in portions the 
WSA. Hewever, the "Old Red Mountain to Barstew Road,” and the many 
fences and associated access routes, do have a limiting affect. 

4. Specied Features; Two square miles of hi^ily sensitive and 
significant cultural resource vedues are located in the WSA. Their 
existence is due to Blackwater Well, v^ch is located just north of 
the WSA. A seasonal aboriginal settlement is located in this area 
and was first occupied 3,000 years ago. The sites in the 
settlement have been nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

The Mohave ground squirrel, a State-listed threatened species, is 
present throu^out the WSA. The WSA contains less than one percent 
of the species range. The entire area is desert tortoise habitat. 
The desert tortoise is a BIM "sensitive” species and is being 
considered for listing cis threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

5 



B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservaticyi System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; The Grass Valley WSA vrould not increase 
the diversity of the types of ecosystems r^resented in the National 
Wilderness Preservaticxi System. The Qrass Valley WSA caitains 
15,098 acres of the American Desert/Creosote Biigdi (Larrea) 
ecosystem, vAiich is r^resented in other WSAs that are reccaranended 
suitable for wilderness in the CDCA. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentaticsi 

Bailey-Kuchler 
ClassificatiCTi NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
Domain/Province/FNV_areas acres_areas acres 

NATTCTjWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,252,811 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,639,007 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of manor peculation 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ten major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BUM study areas within a five-hour drive 
of the pc^)ulation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major PopulaticMi Centers 

Population NWPS areas Other BUM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 460,790 
Los Angeles-Lcxig Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Qxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lonpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancincr the geographic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of six BIM WSAs reccanmended for wilderness 
designaticxi. The closest designated wilderness area is Domieland 
Wilderness, vhich is administered by Sequoia National Forest, 65 
miles to the northwest of the area. 

C. Manageability 

The Grass Valley WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, a 
significant effort will be required to manage the area for wilderness. 

The cirea contains only marginal wilderness values that are marred with 
many signs of man. Several of these intrusions would need to be 
rehabilitated in an attempt to bolster the qualities of the area and tie 
the various sections of the WSA together as one unit. 

Livestock grazing has occurred in the area for many years. The numerous 
range improvements in the WSA require regular maintenance. Mechanized 
equipment has historiccilly been required to maintain the viability of 
these facilities. long-term grazing in the area, in the same manner and 
degree that has occurred in the past, will very likely continue to 
result in iirpacts that etre not compatible with management of the area 
for its wilderness values. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 
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D. Energy and Mineral Resourcse Values 

1. Summary of information knc^ at the tiine of the preliminary 
suitability recxanmendation: The Grass Vcilley V?SA is located in the 
BIM Red Mountain Geology-Energy-^tlneral (G-E-M) Resource Area (GRA). 
BIM G-E-M data in the wilderness section of the CDCA plan EIS 
(Volume B, Appendix III) stated that there were no known mineral 
prospects or occurrences in this WSA. The EIS did indicate that 
based cai local rocktypes, (rhyolitic plugs in granintic rocks) there 
may be a potential for por^yry-type d^x>sits. As of 
December 12, 1979, there were no urpatented mining claims located 

in the WSA. 

The data from the 1980 BIM GRA file was incomplete and no 
assessment of mineral potential was made for locatable, saleable and 
leasable minerals. The GRA file data does not seaport the EIS 
statement since the WSA was unclassified due to inooirplete and 
insufficient data. 

2. Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected since the 
preliminary suitability recommendation v^ich should be considered in 
the final recommendation: No U.S. Bureau of Mines or U.S. Geologic 
Survey mineral surveys were conducted for the WSA because it is 
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. No additional 
informaticxi is available as of February, 1988. 

As of December, 1987, there were no mining claims on record with the 
BIM for this WSA. A mineral resource potential map was not 

pr^)ared. 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Noise, surface disturbances and access 
requirements for mineral exploration and develcpment will negatively 
impact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation. The mineral potential of the area is unknewn and any 
develcpment will primarily affect site specific areas. Off-hi^iway 
vehicle travel throu^ the area will continue to adversely impact 
solitude. Continued maintenance of the range improvements will 
adversely impact naturalness and opportunities for primitive cind 
unconfined types of recreation. 

2. Impact on Mineral Exploration and Development: Ihe mineral 
potential of the WSA is unknewn. However, opportunities for 
exploration and development will continue to be available subject to 
applicable laws, regulations and the lew intensity, multiple use 
management guidelines established in the CDCA Plan. 

3. Impac±s on Off-Hichwav Vehicle Recreation; C^portunities for 
motorized recreation on designated routes of travel will continue to 
be available within the area. 
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4. Impact on H^itat for the Desert Tortoise and the Mohave Ground 
Scaiirrel; Given that there is little likelihood for mineral 
developnent in the WSA, and the Ic^/ intensity land use prescriptions 
for the area, there are no significant adverse impacts anticipated. 

5. Impact on Cultural Resources; The lew intensity land use 
prescriptions for the area will further ocnpliment the existing laws 
and regulations that protect and preserve cultural resource vcilues. 

F. local Social and Ecoronic Considerations 

No local social or econcmic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Coanmnents 

Public comments were solicited throu^out cill phases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, fincilized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Ihase were taken into account during develcpment 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Ihase; The two comments vhich were received stated that 
the area should not be designated wilderness because it did not 
provide opportunities for solitude or primitive and unoonfined types 
of recreation. 

2. study Phase: Only two comments were received, both of vhioh were 
opposed to wilderness for this area. One letter stressed the 
visible effects of long-time cattle grazing. The other listed the 
evidences of man's activities, vhich detract from the wilderness 
experience. Included were the use of adjacent lands by the military 
for we^xDns testing, army reserve training, and gunnery exercises, 
as well as the disturbance from frequent overfli^ts of low-flying 
military aircraft. 

No comments were received in response to the Public Irput Workbook 
(3/15/79). 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was one of those opposed by the Naticxial CXitdoor 
Coalition, a cocilition of mining, rock-hounding, and off-road 
vehicle groups. A large number of club members sent in printed 
cod^xDns si:53porting a multiple use designation of "moderate use" for 
this WSA vhich was in agreement with the recommendation of the Use 
Alternative. Wilderness proponents preferred the Protection 
Alternative vhich recommended "limited use" classification or else 
asked that this cirea be recommended for wilderness. 
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4. Proposed Plein; There were no specific canments cai this WSA in 
response to the Proposed Plan, vhich reccxnmended a "limited use” 
classificatiOTi for this area. Conservationists were unsatisfied 
because they wanted a wilderness recommendation; motorized vehicle- 
oriented recreationists were clLso displeased since they wanted 
"moderated use." These c^inions were e>q)ressed in generalized 
comments by both types of organizations and individuals. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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BLACK M3UNIAIN WIIDEE^NESS STUDY AREA fWSA) 

(CDCA-186C) 

1. THE STUDY AE^EA - 14,983 acres 

The Black Mcxmtain WSA is located in San Bernardino County within the west 

central porticxi of the California Desert Ccxiservation Area (CDCA). The 

ccraraunity of Beirstcw is 18 miles to the southeast. The WSA includes 8,986 

acres of public land managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BIM), 622 

acres cwned by the State of California, and 5,375 acres of private land (see 

M^ 1 and Table 1). 

The northwestern and western boundary of the WSA is Black Canyon Road and 

the southern boundary trends southeast and generally follows the Icwer edge 

of a basalt face. Section lines and several dry washes make 1:5) the eastern 

and northeastern boundaries, respectively. Portions of the WSA are cilso 

within a future California utility corridor planned for 1990-2020, as stated 

in the Western Regional Corridor Study (1). 

The WSA primarily encompasses Black Mountain consists of a large area 

of exposed bascilt rising afproximately 1,900 feet from the desert floor. 

The mountain is nearly black with sparse shrub vegetation where 

accumulations of soil occur. The south side of this flat-temped mountain 

rises abruptly from the alluvium north of Harper Lake, as does the west side 

from Black Carbon. The northern and eastern sides fade more gradually with 

systems of basalt dikes, ending at Superior Valley and the Opal Mountain 

areas. At the southeastern comer of the WSA is a deposit of fine-grained 

Holcene dune sand blcwn from Harper Late. The dune is in sharp contrast to 

the nearly black basalt of Black Mountain. Elevations range from 

approximately 2,100 feet in the vcilley floor to 3,939 feet at Black 

Mountain. The vegetative composition includes a typical creosote bush scrub 

plant assemblage that eteibits some variability based on elevations. 

Portions of the WSA are within the Black Mountain Area of Critical 

Environmental Concern (ACEC). The ACEC contains some of the more 

spectacular rock art sites within the CDCA. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 

Management Act (FLEMA). Four ciltematives were analyzed in the Draft and 

Fined Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 

use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 

included in ^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOCMMENDATK^ AND RATTCmiE - 0 

8,986 

acres recommended for 

wilderness 

BLM acres recommended for 

nonwildemess 
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No wilderness is the ireocramendation for the Black Mountain WSA. The entire 
acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. This 
reccjnmendation will be inplemented in a manner vAiich will use all practical 
means to avoid or minimize environmental irrpacts. Under this 
reccramendation, future activities in the area will be controlled by low 
intensity management guidelines. 

The Bedanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable ciltemative as 
cutlined in the CDCA Plan and further ejqplained in the California 
Wilderness Study Overview. 

Current recreaticnal uses, potential for minerals,land ownership patterns, 
and potenticd for develc^ment of a planned utility corridor, are of greater 
irrportance than the area's value as wilderness. Designaticai of the area as 
wilderness would not contribute any additional unique or distinct features 
to the National Wilderness Preservation System. Other similar WSAs in the 
California Desert that are recommended suitable offer a more extensive and 
diverse r^resentation of desert wilderness values. There are ajproximately 
10 miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, washes and other 
unmaintained routes of access vhich will remain available for vehicular 
use. 

Historically, the area is very pc^jular for vehicle-d^^endant recreation, 
especially camping, rock climbing, hunting and rockhounding. Use levels are 
considered moderate. Pock specimens known to occur are cpalite, blue c^)al, 
jasper, and agate. All land within the WSA was classified in 1972 as 
"Calico Recreation Land" because of its existing and potenticd recreation 
uses. 

There is commercial energy and mineral interest in the area. However, 
virtually the entire WSA is covered with a thick basalt cap v^ch 
effectively masks the mineral wealth of the area. Active interest and 
ej^loration for zeolites and borates continues in and around the WSA. 

Existing land cwnerehip patterns substantially limit the ability of ELM to 
manage the area as wilderness, i^roximately 42% of the WSA is non-public 
land. The entire WSA is within a "checkerboard" pattern of land ownership. 
Virtually every other section of land (640 acres) is not under the 
jurisdiction of the BLM. The northern portion of the WSA does not contain 
5,000 acres of contiguous public land. The southern portion of the WSA 
contains over 5,000 acres of contiguous public land but it is interspersed 
with a scattering of private and state land. The State of California owns 
one parcel and ownership of the other inholdings, a minimum of 11 parcels, 
has not been researched. 

The inpacts of designating the area as wilderness have potential to conflict 
with develc^snent and use of future cxxnmunication and energy transmission 
facilities. The WSA is within a future utility corridor (1990-2020) for the 
State of California as identified in the Western Regional Corridor Study 
(1980). Designation of WSA 186C as wilderness could necessitate relocating 
Idle corridor. D^)ending upon the juxtaposition of the WSAs ultimately 
designated wilderness within the CDCA, there may or may not be constraints 
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to IcMig-term energy and ocgnmmicaticHi transmissicn in the soutiR^estem 
United States. 

Wilderness designaticai would clLso limit options for livestock management 
within the area. The southwestern quarter of the WSA is within the Harper 
Lake Grazing Allotment. The cillotment Management Plan (AMP) was signed in 
1984 and a management fence is proposed within the WSA boundaries. 

The wildlife and vegetative resources present within the WSA are 
^Dpropriately protected under the low intensity land use guidelines as 
prescribed in the CDCA Plan. Ihe cirea contains no unusual plants or 
federcLLly-listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. 
However, it is possible that two plants, Eriophvllum mohavense and 
CJiorizanthe soinosa. under review by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 
possible listing, may be present within the WSA. The state-listed 
threatened Mohave ground squirrel and the BLM sensitive desert tortoise are 
present within the area. 

The tortoise is under status review by the U.S. Fi^ and Wildlife Service 
for possible listing as a threatened and endangered species. 

CXiltuTcLl resource values and Native American concerns within the entire WSA 
and Black Mountain ACEC are currently managed and protected under the Black 
Mountain-Opal Mountain Cultural Resource Management Plan. Ihis plan 
establishes vehicle use patterns, interpretive sites, and signing needs to 
protect the hi^ quality values and concerns. 

The resource values in the Black Mountain WSA would be best managed and 
maintained under non-wildemess designation. Low intensity management 
guidelines will clLIow historic recreation uses and mineral exploration to 
occur vhile assuring sensitive resource values will not be diminished. 
Protecticxi of botanical and wildlife values will be assureds Cultural 
resource and Native American concerns are afforded necessary additional 
consideration under the Cultural Resource Management Plan. 
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TABLE 1 - Lcind Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 8,986 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

^ Inholdings 
State 622 
Private 5,375 

Total 14983 

Within the Reconmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM land Peccinmended for Wilderness 0 

Ihholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 8,986 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended 
for Wilderness 8,986 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING THE WIIi^ERNESS REOCMIENDATIC^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The northern portion of the WSA, thou^ relatively 
undisturbed by man, does not contain 5,000 acres of contiguous 
public land. The west-central and southern portion of the WSA 
contains at least 5,000 acres of contiguous public land, but it is 
interspersed within a scattering of private and state land. This 
portion of the WSA generally retains its primeval character. 

2. Solitude: A series of ridges and canyons across the i:^lifted 
basalt area of Black Mountain itself provides isolation and 
cpportunities for solitude. Visual screening is however limited 
due to the general lack of vegetation. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 

5 



aissociated noise cxeate periodic teaoporary effects on solitude vdiicdi 
are deesned necessary and acc^jtable as a pcirt of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the naticai. 

3. Primitive and Uhconfined Recreaticyi; The diversity and uneven 
surface does provide opportunities for a vciriety of primitive 
and unconfined types of recreaticxi. These opportunities are 
severely limited by the large blocks of private land throu^out 
the enti-Te WSA. 

4. Special Features; ^proximately 13% of the total WSA acreage is 
included within the Black Mountain ACEC. The ACEC and entire WSA 
are within the management boundaries for the Black Mountain - C^)al 
Mountain Qiltural Pesource Management Plan. Black canyon itself 
contains spectaculcir rock art sites cind the area is of mythological 
importance to Native Americans. The plan establishes routes of 
travel and management prescriptions to protect Native American 
concerns and the area's cultural resources. 

The desert tortoise is present over the entire cirea at densities of 
20 to 50 per square mile. The COCA Plan designated this area for 
lew intensity, multiple use management primarily to protect 
tortoise habitat. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This WSA contains 8,986 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. The Black Mountain WSA 
would not increase the diversity of the types of ecosystems within 
the National Wilderness Preservation System. The ecosystem is well 
represented in the other WSAs in the CDCA that are recommended 
suitable. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
Dcroairv/Provinoe/FNV 

NWPS Areas 
areas acres 

Other BLM Studies 
areas acres 

NATTOJWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,258,923 

CALIPORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,645,119 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of 10 major 
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population centers. Table 3 surnmarizes the number and acreage 
of designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five- 
hour drive of the peculation centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Peculation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers_areas acres_areas_acres 

California 
Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
BaJcersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Fresno 35 4,048,852 28 46,790 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Qxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria- 

2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Lompoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 
Visalia-Tulare- 

15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness arecis; Ihe 
WSA is within 50 air miles of six BIM WSAs recommended for 
wilderness designation. The closest designated wilderness area 
is San Gorgonio Wilderness, administered by the San Bemeirdino 
National Forest, 70 miles south of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

The Black Mountain WSA is manageable as wilderness. Hewever, 
unless there are considerable changes in the land cwnership 
patterns and current uses, these issues would seriously complicate 
the ability to maintain wilderness values into the future. 

Over 40% of the WSA is non-public land. The northern portion of 
the WSA does not contain 5,000 acres of contiguous public land. 
Althcu^ the remaining portion of the WSA does contain 5,000 acres 
of contiguous land, this land is not in a "blocked” ownership 
pattern. Management of either or both of these portions of the 
WSA as wilderness would be very difficult. Develccament and use of 
the private inholdings would be virtually impossible without road 
construction. The private inholdings permeate the vhole area and 
therefore any access or develc^xnent would seriously degrade the 
naturalness of the entire WSA. 
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BIM has entered into an agreement with the D^»rtment of Defense 
to evcLLuate checkertoard ownership patterns in the California 
Desert including the Black Mountain area. The outoane is 
uncertain and will d^jend upon the willingness of private 
landholders to exchange their prc^)erties for other federal lands 
away from the area proximate to Edwards and George Air Force 
Bases. 

Purchase and/or exchange of the private inholdings may not be a 
recilistic option to prevent degradation of wilderness values. The 
acreages are hi^ and the costs would be significant. Also, 
during the time required to initiate and complete acquisition for 
specific paroels, uses not coitpatible with wilderness may occur on 
the other parcels. The wilderness integrity of the entire could 
not be assured. 

The irrpacts of a vehicle closure if the area were designated 
wilderness are considered significant. Historically, the area has 
been popular for both motorized and non-motorized recreation. 
Camping and rockhcunding are pc^xilar activities and c^iportunities 
for hunting are rated fair. Management guidelines in the Black 
Mcuntain-Opal Mountain Cultural Resource Management Plan establi^ 
vehicle use patterns and management prescriptions to protect the 
area's cultural resource values and Native American concerns. 

The e5^)osed basalt of Black Mountain has long attracted the 
interest of rockhounders, professional geologists and national 
mining corporations. However, the mineral wealth that lies 
beneath the basalt cap remains an intriguing mystery. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well 
as the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of information known at the time of the preliminary 
suitability recommendation: The Black Mountain WSA is located 
in the BIM Ceilico Mountains Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E^) 
Resource Area (GRA). BIM G-E^ data in the wilderness portion 
of the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, i^}pendix III) indicated in 
1980 that known resources in this area included a zeolite 
d^xDsit located in the northernmost part of the area, a uranium 
locality, and jasper veins located at the mouth of Black Canyon. 
The EIS indicated that within the sedimentary rocks along the 
edges of the WSA there was potential for economic d^xDsits of 
uranium. There was also potenticil for d^xDsits of pumicite, 
bentonite, and magnesite. Speculative potential existed for oil 
and gas. The 1980 EIS indicated that there was also an 
unclassified potential for the occurrence of zeolites in the 
WSA. In the WSA, no uipatented claims had been filed with the 
BIM as of December 12, 1979. 
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The 1980 Ccilico Mountains GKA report classified the northern 
part of WSA as having moderate potential for the occurrence of 
zeolites based on known occurrences, one near the northwestern 
edge, and the other on the northern edge of the WSA. The GE^ 
file did not indicate any known potential occurrences of 
pumicite, bentonite, or magnetite within the WSA. The GRA file 
classified WSA as having moderate potential for the occurrence 
of oil and gas based on the 1978 U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
prospectively valuable classification for oil and gas. 

Areas of moderate potential for the occurrence of silica 
collected by rockhounds (jasper and agate) was identified in 
the 1980 GRA file in the western and northeastern edges of the 
WSA. The 1980 GRA file classified the northern part of WSA as 
having a lew potential for the occurrence of uraniunv/thorium 
resources. 

Shepard and Gude (1964, Reconnaissance of Zeolite Deposits in 
Tuffaceous Rocks of the Western Moiave Desert and Vicinity, 
California. USGS Professional Paper 501-C, pages 114-116) indicated 
that the occurrence of tuff beds more than a foot thick and 
containing at least 80 percent zeolite were located outside the WSA 
boundary. One of the occurrences identified in the 1980 GRA near 
the northwest boundary of the WSA, as shewn on the geologic map 
(DilA^lee, 1968, Geolocp/ of the Fremont Peak and Opal Mountain 
CXiadranales. cklifomia. California Division of Mines and Geology 
Bull. 188, Pl.l), was sampled by a BUM geologist (Schulte) in 1978 
and tested by a BLM industrial minerals specialist (Regis) by x-ray 
diffraction. Results of the analysis of the sample indicated that 
the d^xDsit was mostly volcanic glass. Under the ELM classification 
system, the d^xDsit can only be considered as lew potential for the 
occurrence of zeolite resources based on geologic inference. The 
other occurrence in the northern tip of the WSA has not been 
sampled, therefore the 1980 GRA classification remains moderate 
potential for occurrence as indicated on the accompanying map. 

Based on the BLM classification system, oil and gas potenticil 
for occurrence is considered lew because the area is not near 
the potenticil overthrust belt potential, and no known favorable 
source beds for oil and gas are known to occur near the WSA. 

2. Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected 
since the preliminary suitability recommendation vhioh should 
be considered in the final recommendation; No USGS or U.S. 
Bureau of Mines mineral survey was conducted for this WSA 
because it is recommended non-suitable for wilderness 
designation. 

In 1986, Tenneco Minerals took a 1,400-pound sample for 
zeolite testing on the southeast slcpe of Opal Mountain. This 
is from the same formation as Pickhandle (tuff) formation and 
only one mile southeast of similar beds in the WSA. 
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The V?SA has an unknown potential for the occurrence of borate 
minerals. A small, subccmmercial d^xDsit of colemanite was 
found in test holes drilled by the USGS near Kramer Junction, 
about 17 miles southwest of the WSA. In 1983, U.S. Borax and 
Chemical Corporation filed a plan of operations for three drill 
holes just outside of the southern and southeastern edges of 
the WSA. In 1984, Kerr-McGee filed a plan of cperation for 
five drill holes, three of them in the WSA and two of them just 
outside of the WSA. So fair, borate minerals have not been 
found, the potential for ocxiairrence there remains unknown. 

There has been no known mineral production within the WSA 
other than rockhound collecting. 

Mineral interest is hi^ based i:pon borate exploration in and 
around the WSA. No urpatented mining claims were recorded 
with the BIM as of December 15, 1987. 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the ProTX)sed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values: Noise, surface disturbance and 
access requirements for mineral ej^loration and develc^xnent 
will adversely impact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. On Black Mountain itself, these 
impacts will be catpounded because of a lack of vegetative and 
topogr^Aiic screening. The most detrimental impacts to 
wilderness values will occur as a result of development and use 
of the vast amount of private inholdings. Military aircraft 
engaged in Icw-level maneuvers will continue to momentarily 
disnpt solitude. 

2. Impact on Future Utility Corridor Develocment; A portion of the WSA 
is within a planned utility corridor (1990-2020) as identified in 
the Western Regional Corridor Study (1980) for the State of 
California. This corridor was not identified or designated in the 
COCA Plan. D^)ending upon the juxtaposition of the WSAs ultimately 
designated wilderness within the CDCA, there may or may not be 
constraints to future corridor development. 
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3. Inpact on Desert Tortoise and Plant Habitat; The habitat within 
the WSA will receive priority oonsideraticxi over conflicting land 
uses according to the management prescription contained in the CDCA 
Plan for the cirea. Adverse irrpacts will be mitigated to the extent 
possible. 

4. Impact OTi Minerals; Opportunities for exploration and 
development of minerals will continue to be available subject to 
c^licable laws, regulations and the lew intensity, multiple use 
management guidelines established in the CDCA Plan. 

F. Local. Socicil and Econcmic Considerations 

No local social or econcmic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public cemments were solicited throu^out all phases in the 
development of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by 
the public during the Inventory and Study Ihase were taken into 
account during development of the Draft Plan Alternatives and 
Proposed Plan. The following is a summary of cill comments 
received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist are noted in 
parentheses. 

1. Inventory Fhase; Cemments mentioned roads, mines, and structures 
shewing man's presence. Most of the roads were not within the 
final boundaries and those that were did not fulfill the definition 
of a "road." Other letters commented on the lack of solitude of the 
area. 

2. Study Fhase; Of the seven responses received, six exposed 
wilderness designation. Several listed the factors vhich detract 
from the areas wilderness potential: roads, mines, structures, 
campsites, motorized vehicle scars, li^ts of the nearby towns, and 
the noise of military aircraft. Several noted the oheckerboard land 
ownership pattern and the Icirge amount of private land vhioh, if 
develcped, could drastically reduce wilderness quality; geothermal 
energy was indicated as a potential type of development. 

Populcu: types of recreation listed for the area were motorcycling 
4-vheeling, prospecting, rockhounding, photography, and camping. 
One letter noted that only experienced mountain climbers should 
attempt the bascilt cliffs. It was cdso noted the "Interim Critical 
Management Plan" edready designated the area as "designated roads 
and trails" and that it should stay that way. 

The one letter supporting wilderness designation mentioned the 
area's interesting tepography and the large number of desert 
animals vhich residing in the area. The respondent indicated 
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that an endangered species of cactus, Sclerocactus 
polvancistnus was clLso present. He wanted them cill to have 
the protecticxi of wilderness classificaticn. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public ooinments specific to this VJSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternative. Hcwever, 
this WSA was om of those opposed by the National Outdoor 
Coaliticai, a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-road 
vehicle groups. A lairge number of club mentoers sent in printed 
forms SL^porting a multiple use classification of "moderate use" 
for this WSA which was in agreement with the recommendation of both 
the Use Alternative and the Balanced Alternative. Conservation 
groups preferred the Protection Alternative since it recommended 
wilderness designation for this WSA. 

4. Proposed Plan; There were few specific comments on this WSA in 
response to the Preposed Plan. Both conservationists and vehicle 
oriented recreationists were displeased with the Desert Plan's 
recommendation of "limited use," since the former groups wanted a 
wilderness designation and the latter wanted "moderate use." These 
cpinions were expressed in generalized comments by both types of 
organizations and individuals. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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NB^EBTO M3GWERIH5 WTTrKRMRRS STODg AREA (VBA) 

(CDCA-206) 

1. THE glUDY AREA - 35,343 acres 

The Nev^Derry Mountains WSA is located in San Bernardino County in the 
centTcil portion of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The city 
of Barstow is 15 miles to the west. The WSA includes 24,369 acres of public 
land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management (BIM), 647 
acres owned by the State of California and 10,327 acres of private land (see 
Map 1 and Table 1). 

The WSA is bounded on the north by the southernmost edge of a series of 
water control diversion dikes along Interstate 40. The western boundary is 
a pipeline ri^t-of-way and Camp Rock Road. The center portion of this 
boundcuy^ deviates from the road to avoid surface disturbances associated 
with Azucar Mine. The southern boundary follows no specific identifiable 
feature until it intersects, and then follows, the Kane Wash Road. The 
eastern boundary follows sertion lines exc^yt vhere it deviates to avoid 
surface inpacts associated with a road. Section lines also make up the 
northeastern boundary. 

The area is noted for its rugged mountains that are characterized by 
numerous multi-colored escarpments, maze-like de^ canyons and topography 
that ranges from 2,200 feet in the north end of the WSA to 5,100 feet in the 
south end. The assemblage of escarpments, canyons, and peaks within the WSA 
is the result of Tertiary-age volcanic activity and sedimentary rocks. The 
WSA contains a creosote bu^ scrub type of plant assemblage that is hi^ily 
diverse in composition, varying in response to moisture availability, slope, 
aspect, soil, and elevation. The Nevberry Mountains WSA contains 
approximately 70% hills, 15% alluvial fans, 10% dissected fans, and 5% 

hi^ily dissected fans. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Iirpact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in ^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. ^JDATK^ AND RATTCmiE 27,710 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

4,078 BIM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

Partial wilderness (80% suitable) is the recommendation for the Nev^berry 
Mountains WSA. The BIM recommends that 20291 acres be included in the 
National Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS). The other 4,078 acres in 
this WSA recommended nonsuitable are released for uses other than 
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wilderness. In addition to the Federal acreage reocranended for wilderness, 
BIM reocnimends that 647 acres of State land and 6,772 acres of private land 
be acquired thcu^ exchange or purchase and designated as wilderness. With 
acxjuisiticxi of these inholdings, a total of 27,710 acres are recoinmended for 
wilderness. ^Dpendix 1 lists all inholdings and provides additional 

informatics on their acquisitics. Ihis reccnimendaticMi will be inplemented 
in a manner v^ch will use all practiced means to avoid or minimize 
environmental iirpacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the envircsmentally-preferable alternative as 
cxitlined in the COCA Plan and further e5q)lained in the Cedifomia Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

Ihe reccramended suitable porticxi of the Nevtoerry Mountains WSA possesses 
outstanding wilderness character that exemplifies the quality of criteria 
described in Secticxi 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964. The area 
r^resents a rugged, primitive landscape that is exeirpt from permanent 
improvements, routes of travel, and mining scars. Landforms present in the 
WSA vary frean scenic escarpments and calico-colored, craggish peaks, to 
secluded valleys and de^ caryons. Ihe Nevttoerry Mountains contain many 
atypical geological features. Such features are unusual because they are 
exposed and readily visible for study and viewing. Scenic values in the WSA 
are rated hi<^ because of the area's visually unique landforms in 
association with the calico-colored rock formaticxis and soils. 

epportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation are 
outstanding and include backpacking, day hiking, peak climbing, photography, 
and studying the important wildlife and vegetative habitats of the WSA. 
These epportunities are available to any user, and limit the user only by 
their cwn degree of endurance and outdoor skills. The WSA currently 
reives lew recreational use. The use that does occur is associated with 
hiking, peak climbing, rock heunding, and nature studying. In addition, 
opportunities for extended bacJq)acking trips will be increased if the 
adjacent recemmended suitable portion of the Rodman Mountains WSA, is 
designated wilderness. IXie to the area's ruggedness, secluded valleys, deep 
canyons, and vegetative diversity, epportunities to escape "human 
influences" are outstanding. Because wilderness values are so significant, 
the suitability recommendation will preclude any further vehicular use of 
^proximately 11.5 miles of primitive access routes of travel. 

Acquisition of inholdings, approximately 25% of the suitable cirea, is 
considered essential but not a serious obstacle to management of the area as 
wilderness. The State of California and the Southern Pacific Land Company 
own 87% of the inholdings and historically have been very cooperative with 
BLM to "block" land ownership patterns. Southern Pacific Land Company, in a 
letter to the BLM in 1982, e^ressed a willingness to exchange their 
inholdings within the portion recommended for wilderness designation. 
Purchase of the remaining 13% of the private inholdings will cilso be 
essential for maintaining the area's wilderness integrity. 

CXitstanding wilderness values exceed the identified mineral resources. 
Moderate to hi^ potentials for silver, gold, and rock products encompass 
less than 25% of the suitable portion. 

2 



The WSA contains historic bi^om she^ range. A watering guzzler was 
recently constructed within the suitable portion in an attenpt to draw sheep 
back into the area oti a permanent basis. Options for the use of mechanized 
equipment to maintain the existing bi^om she^ guzzler will be limited by 
wilderness designaticai. 

Wilderness designaticxi will limit options for livestock management. 
Ifcwever, overall management of the Ord Mountain Grazing Allotment will not 
be significantly impacted. The southern one-quarter of the WSA is within 
the allotment. Fencing the northern border of the allotment within the 
suitable porticxi of the WSA, as proposed in the 1985 cillotment management 
plan, may not be possible under wilderness designation. 

The porticai of the WSA reccsnmended non-suitable does not match the scenic 
splendor of the suitable portion. The northern nonsuitable portion contains 
scars frcxn mineral esqjloration and sand and gravel extraction. California 
D^>artment of Transportation (CcilTrans) has requested to use additionad sand 
and gravel reserves in this portion of the WSA for resurfacing Interstate 
40. Existing reserves within reasonalde haul distances of the freeway are 
cdmost exhausted. Their request was recently denied due to the potenticil 
for wilderness impairment under interim management guidelines. Releasing 
the nonsuitable portion for uses other than wilderness will enable Caltrans 
to develop these reserves. 

The eastern nonsuitable portion is considered to be unmanageable. The 
southern portion contains private land that the owners are unwilling to 
exchange and the suitable boundary was "squared off" for manageability 
purposes. The Public Water Reserve in the nonsuitable portion will not be 
affected by the nonsuitability reocanmendation. 
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TABLE 1 - land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 24,369 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 647 
Private 10,327 

Total 35,343 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BUM • (within WSA) 20,291 
BIM (outside ViSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 20,291 

Inholdings^ 
State 647 
Private 6,772 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 4,078 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Reccaranended for Wilderness 4,078 

^ i^jpendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate tracts included within the study. For purposes of this report, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and nm Federal subsurface (minerals). Lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this rqport by 
the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING THE WIIDERNESS R] STOAnONS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; Ihe Newberry ffountains WSA is essentially void of 
human intrusions and affected primarily by the forces of nature. 
Those few intrusions \^ch do exist are located in the recommended 
nonsuitable portion and include irrpacts frcm mineral ejqjloration and 
develcpnaent. Ihe suitable porticxi of the WSA is characterized by 
pristine, rugged, calico-colored esccuproents, craggish peaJcs, and 
secluded valleys and canyons. 

2. Solitude; The vistas from atcp the NevAserry Mountain's prxsninent 
peaks offer the feeling of being "on tap of the world," vhile the 
area's secluded valleys and de^ canyons offer an outstanding 
opportunity to escape the rest of humanity. Opportunities for 
solitude in the northern nonsuitable bajada are limited due to lack 
of tcpographic and vegetative screening. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission ta)d_ng place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic tenporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; Opportunities are outstanding 
for primitive recreation. Opportunities include day hiking, peak 
climbing, backpacking, nature studying and photographing the area's 
outstanding scenery. In addition, several peaks have sign-in 
registers. 

4. Special Features; The Nev«±>erry Mountains contain historic desert 
bi^om habitat. Recently the California D^>artment of Fish and 
Game constructed a water guzzler in the suitable portion to attempt 
to draw she^ back into the area on a permanent basis. The suitable 
portion of the WSA also contains prairie falcon and golden eagle 
eyries and foraging habitat. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This WSA contains 24,369 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. Althou^ this ecosystem 
is cilready r^resented in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System, the Nes^toerry Mountains are considered a particularly good 
r^resentation of this ecosystem, especially given the fact that it 
is so close to major metrcpolitan peculation centers. 
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Table 2 - EcxDsystem Representation 

Bailey-Fbchler 

Classificaticxi NWPS Areas Other BLM Studies 

Patna in/Province/FNV_areas acres_areas acres 

mncrniDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,243,540 

GAIJFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,629,736 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 

within a dav*s driving time (five hours) of major population 

centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of nine major 

populaticxi centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 

designated areas and BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 

populaticxi centers. 

Table 3 

Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Pcpulation 

centers 

NWPS 

cureas 

areas 

acres 

Other BLM Studies 

areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 

Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 

Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 

Qxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 

Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lonpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 

San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 

is within 50 air miles of six BLM WSAs recommended for wilderness 

designation. The closest designated wilderness area is San Gorgonio 

Wilderness, administered by the San Bernardino National Forest, 40 

miles south of the WSA. 
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C. Manageability 

The reocwimended suitable porticxi of the Newberry Mountains WSA is 

manageable as wilderness. Acquisition of the private and state 

inholdings will be essential for control of the boundary and to ensure 

uniformity of management philosc^y. The majority of the suitable 

bcundary follows legal section lines rather than following specific 

topographic or political features. Maintenance of such a boundary will 
require ^Decial demarkation and enforcement patrols. 

Twelve mining claims encumber 360 acres of the recommended suitable 

portion. Development of any valid, existing mineral ri^ts has the 

potential to seriously degrade the hi^ quality wilderness values. 

However, there are no current mining plans of operations in the WSA. 

Presen^y, one big game guzzler for desert bi^om sheep is located in 

the suitable portion of the Nevberry Range WSA. Maintenance of this 

guzzler is required approximately two times per year and normally 

requires repair of tanks and catchments after flash floods. Use of 

mechanized equipment is sometimes required to maintain the site. 

Presently, an agreement with the California Dp>artment of Fish and Game 

allows for the use of mechanized equipment for transportation to the 

site. Transportation is normally via helicopter or a four-^eel drive 

vehicle in wash systems. After wilderness designation, determinations 

will need to be made on the use of mechanized equipment. 

The nonsuitable portions of the WSA contain surface disturbances that, 

due to the arid desert environment, will impact naturalness for the 

long-term. Also, in the near future, pressure may be brought to bear 

by C^trans to devel^ the sand and gravel reserves in the nonsuitable 

portion for resurfacing the Interstate Hi^iway. The southern portion of 

the WSA that is reccramended nonsuitable contains private land that the 
owner is unwilling to sell or exchange. 

l^litary overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 

integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

Sumi^ary of information known at the time of the preliminary 

Stability recommendation: The Nev^berry Mountains WSA (CDCA-206) 

is located in the BLM Rodman Mountains Geology-Energy-Minerals 

(G-E-M) Resource Area (GRA). BLM G-E^ data in the wilderness 

portion of the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, Appendix III) indicated in 

1980, that the area of hipest mineral potential (undefined) was the 

Lucky Don Juan Mine, within 0.25 miles of the sou^east comer of 

the WSA, vhich had been ej^lored for gold, tungsten, and uranium. 

The EIS stated that there was potential for buried dpxDsits of 

borates c»i the north slcpe of the Nevberry Mountains. 
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Ihe 1980 GKA file assessed the area surrounding the Lucky Don Juan 

Mine cis having moderate potential for the occurrence of iron, 

silver, and uranium. Ihe silver occurrence is not explained. 

However, the draft GRA r^xjrt stated in 1980 that gold and tungsten 

vere r^»rtedly the eccaxanic minerals in these skam d^x)sits and 

that ircMi d^x^sits occur at the contact of the Paleozoic-age 

sediments and the Mesozoic-age intrusives. GRA file indicated in 

1980, an area of moderate potenticLL for the occurrence of gold in 

the reconimended suitable southwestern part of the WSA v^ere there is 

a shaft a quarter of a mile northwest of the Camp Rock Fault. Ihe 

area north of the Camp Rock Fault had eJ5)erienced widespread, 

intense hydrothermal activity and metallic mineralization based on 

geochemical and field evidence in the 1980 GRA file. The 1980 GRA 

indicated itoderate potenticd for the occurrence of iron and 

manganese in the reccxnmended suitable northeastern part of the WSA 

based on kncwn occurrences. Manganese occurs as oxides in fractured 

volcanic intrusive rocks (andesite) in the Nev\berry Mountains. The 

GRA r^xDrt did not describe the iron occurrences; hcwever, iron and 

manganese are commonly associated with one another in similar 

geologic environments in the area. The GRA r^xDrt indicated a 

moderate potential for the occurrence of sand and gravel resources 

in the northwest part of the WSA based on past production from pits 

cilong Interstate 40. The northern part of the WSA is prospectively 

valuable (moderate potential) for sodium based on the 1978 U.S. 

Geological Survey (USGS) classification. 

2. Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected since the 

preliminary suitability recommendation vhich should be considered in 

the final recommendation; USGS and the U.S. Bureau of Mines (BCM) 

cmducted a mineral survey of the portion of the WSA reccramended 

suitable for wilderness designation during the period 1983 to 1985. 

A r^xDrt was published by the BCM describing mineral resources of 

the WSA in 1985 (cpen file r^xDrt MLA-27-85). The mineral potential 

for the portion of the WSA reccxnmended suit^le for wilderness 

designation was assessed in a joint r^xDrt, Bulletin 1712-A, 

published by USGS and BCM in 1987. Bulletin 1712-A concluded that 

cilthou^ there were no'currently or formerly productive mineral 

d^xDsits, the portion of the WSA recommended suitable for wilderness 

designation has localized potential for undiscovered mineral 

resources. 

The accompanying map shews that a moderate potenticd for occurrence 

was assessed in Bulletin 1712-A for undiscovered ^ithermal vein 

gold and silver d^xDsits in a zone crossing the western margin of 

the study areci. The zone contains intersecting faults, a linear 

aeromagnetic anomaly, altered rocks, veins, geochemical anomalies 

for gold and silver, and a mine with a history of minor gold 

production (Azucar Mine, 0.7 miles west of the study area). 
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A secxDnd zc^ie, v^ch straddles the eastern margin of the WSA was 

assessed in Bulletin 1712-A as having moderate potential for the 

oocurrenoe of undiscovered silver resources based on a broad zone of 

aLLtered rodks with barium and silver geochemical anomalies and 

potassium cilteratiai (secondary feldspeur). The geologic environment 

is similar to mineralized areas of the Calico Mountains ten miles to 

the northwest \(here $17 millicxi worth of silver was produced in 

1881-1896. The r^xjrt concluded that manganese-bearing veins within 

the WSA cure too smcill to ccnstitute mineral resources under present 

or foreseeable future market ccaiditions. USGS/BCM sairple data for 

two pro^jects in the southeastern portion of the WSA, identified in 

the 1980 GRA as having a moderate potential for the occurrence of 

silver, is new classified as low under the BLM classification 

system. One pro^ject within the WSA ccxitained no significant 

values. The other prospect, about one mile southeast of the WSA, 

contained small amounts of gold, silver, and tungsten; however, the 

rqport stated that "similar geology does not occur within the study 

area." A sample was taken by the BCM from a shaft in the area 

assessed by BIM as having moderate potential for the occurrence of 

gold in the southwestern part of the WSA in the 1980 GRA. No 

significant mineral values were found; therefore, the 1980 ELM 

moderate classification should be reduced to "low." 

Under the BLM classification system, about one-third square mile in 

the northwest part of the WSA has a hi^ potential for the 

oocurrenoe of sand and gravel resources based on an ^plication frem 

Caltrans to extract 100,000 tons of aggregate from the site for the 

maintenance of Interstate 40. About one and one-half square miles 

in the eastern part of the WSA has hi^ potential for the 

oocurrenoe of andesite suitable for roofing granules and railroad 

ballast based on three prxxiucing quarries eperating in this same 

rock unit within a mile of the WSA boundary. The two roofing 

granule quarries were operating in 1980. In 1987, McKee Products 

began eperating a quarry with a capacity in excess of one million 

tons per year of finished ballast products from this formation. 

Urpatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 

table taken from BIM records dated December 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUITABIE NOTSUIT. TOTAL SUTTARTE NOISUIT. TOTAL 

lode 6 0 6 120 0 120 
Placer 6 0 6 240 0 240 
Mill Site 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 12 0 12 360 0 360 
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E. Summary of ErwimmeritcLl Conseauenoes of the Piroposed Action 

Iirpact cyi Wilderness Values: Existing hi^ quaLLity wilderness 
values will be maintained on the porticai of the WSA that is 
recxstmerded suitable. Currently, there are 12 mining claiirs in this 
porticn. There are, hcwever, no existing mining plans of 
operaticxTs. 

In the porticxi of the WSA not reccsnmended suitable, naturalness, 
opportunities for solitude, aind qpportunities for primitive amd 
ui^nfined types of recreation will be negatively irpacted from 
mining related activities. Caltrans is e55)ected to develop the sand 
and gravel reserves on the northern bajada. 

2. Impact on Locatable/Saleable Minerals: i^roximately 25% of the WSA 
has identified mineral potential. Within the suitable portion, with 
the exc^>tion of existing claims, cpportunities for ejqploration and 
development will be virtually nonexistent after wilderness 
designation. In the nonsuitable portion, opportunities will 
continue to be available subject to applicable laws, regulations and 
the lew and moderate intensity, multiple use management 
prescriptions establhshed in the CDGA Plan. Sand and gravel 
resources will continue to be available from the areas of hi^ 
potential in the nonsuitable portion. 

Impact on Livestock Management: Opportunities for development of 
new range iitprovements for the management of livestock will be 
limited by designation. However, this limitation will not 
significantly affect tlie overall management of grazing within the 
entire Ord Mountain Allotment. 

4. Impact on Wildlife Habitat: The Nevt>erry Mountains contains 
historic she^ range. Wilderness designation of the suitable 
portion will provide permanent protection from activities that alter 
the natural environment. However, access to, and development of, 
any valid, existing mineral ri^ts will, based ipon the magnitude of 
disturbances, reduce the quality of the habitat. Opportunities for 
maintenance and develcpment of any additional water sources for 
she^ will be available but constrained by vehicle use and equipment 
restrictions. 

The potential for adverse iirpacts to raptor eyries and foraging 
habitat will be virtually nonexistent under wilderness designaticxi. 

F. local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the OXA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this tcpic will occur 
in this document. 
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G. Summary of W5A - Specific Public Qanments 

Public ooniments werB solicited throu^out clLI ptoses in the develcpnent 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during develc^xnent 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Prx^xDsed Plan. Ihe follcwing is a 
summary of all cxxnments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
cire noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; Ihe many ccxnments received recognized the natural 
values of the cirea, with the vast majority siJ^Dporting the findings. 

2. Study Phase: Of the 25 ccmiments received on this WSA, 16 supported 
wilderness designation for the area. Hi^ scenic quality was the 
value most frequently mentioned as supporting wilderness. 
Wildflowers, smoke trees, foxes, coyo'tes, and rabbits were specific 
flora and fauna suggested for protection. One letter stated that 
the Boy Scouts often climb to Nev^berry Peak. Several letters 
suggested boundary cilterations. Another suggested extending the 
boundaries east to include the roadless region north of the gasline 
road. And another felt the wilderness boundary was too close to the 
hi^Tway and should be cut back. Ihe area's nearness to Barstcw and 
coasted populations was commonly noted as increasing its wilderness 
potential. 

Ihe letters opposing wilderness designation often mentioned si<^ts 
and sounds as detracting from the area's wilderness quality. 
Nearness to Newberry Springs, Hi(^Tway 40, the county duirp site, and 
mining operations were specifically mentioned. One letter spoke of 
the railroad's need for motorized vehicle access to maintain 
itself. Desire for grazing, mining, and recreation (motorized 
v^iicle use, rockhounding, hunting, and camping) was shown. One 
letter urged continued access to historic sites for everyone's 
enjoyment but protection of these sites by Rangers. 

Many responses were received in response to the Public Irput 
WorWx)ok (3/15/79). One respondent thou^t the area should became 
wilderness to protect the wilderness values and archaeological 
resources. Some comments epposed wilderness designation because the 
area did not qucilify and was best suited for uses other than 
wilderness. A few comments requested boundary adjustments to allow 
the continuation of conflicting uses. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Ihere was a wide range of comments 
applying to WSA 206. Members of the National CXitdoor Coalition 
(NOC), coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-hi^way vehicle 
(CXiV) groips, sent many coupons and letters supporting NOCs position 
of WSA 206 - to designate this area cis unsuitable for wilderness. 
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or multiple use class ”L.” Oonservaticai-oriented groups and their 
many SL^Dporters favored wilderness status. The U.S. Marine Corps 
Base at Twentynine Palms stated that the cirea lies directly beneath 
aircraft lanes used for training purposes and would be subject to 
intense noise viiidi mi^t disturb both wildlife and persons wishing 
solitude. 

4. Proposed Plan; Ocniments and positions of respondents were similar 
to those described above. Several CiN enthusiasts were opposed to 
closure of the area. Other individuals were concerned about the 
safety of r^>tor nesting and foraging areas and suggested additional 
protectiOTi by designation of the area as an Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC). 

No ccmments were received from loccil governments. 

5. Post Desert Plan Comments: A proposed amendment to the COCA Plan in 
1983, sought to change the WSA's suitability from recommended 
suitable to recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 
This amendment, however, was rejected. The Amendments's rationale 
stated, '*WSA 206 contains a substantial amount of private land and 
is clearly unmanageable as wilderness.” The amendment was not 
^proved for the following reason. Southern Pacific Land Coapany, 
vbich owns 78% of the inholdings within the suitable portion of the 
WSA, indicated in writing, a willingness to exchange all of their 
land within the suitable portion of the WSA. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

NEWBERRY MOUNTAINS WSA (CDCA-206) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LEGAL 

PARCEL 

No. 

DESCRIPTION 

TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

SURFACE 

ESTATE 

SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

LAND 

COSTS 

($1000) 

PROCESSING 

COSTS 

($1000) 

1 8N. 2E. 5 SBM 672 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

2 8N. 2E. 9 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

3 8N. 2E. 13 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

4 8N. 2E. 16 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

5 8N. 2E. 17 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

6 8N. 2E. 21 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

7 8N. 2E. 25 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

8 8N. 2E. 29 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

9 8N. 2E. 33 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

10 8N. 2E. 36 SBM ’‘(640) 3 PRIVATE PRIVATE ^ YES EXCHANGE 96.0 7.5 

11 8N. 3E. 17 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE . YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

12 8N. 3E. 29 SBM 320 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 48.0 2.5 

’‘Exact acreage per parcel is unknown. Total acres in section is in ( ). 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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BOPCVN MJCWIAINS HUrCTWFSS STOPy ARB^ fWEA) 

(CDCA-207) 

1. THE SIUDY AREA. - 40,454 acres 

The Rodman Mountains WSA is located in San Bernardino County in the western 
porticMi of the Ccilifomia Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). It is 
c^roximately 30 miles southeast of Bcirstow, California. The WSA includes 
29,919 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), 642 acres owned by the State of California, and 9,893 
acres of private lands (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

Silver Bell Mine Road forms the eastern boundary of the WSA. The northern 
boundary follows a natural gas pipeline ri^t-of-way maintenance road and 
the western boundary generally follows section lines, avoiding private 
lands. The southern boundary follows access roads to the cherrysteramed 
Pipkin Cinder Cone. The southeastern boundary is an imaginary line, 400 
feet north of three hi^-voltage power transmission lines in place in 1979, 
exc^jt vhere the service road extends beyond 400 feet and then the service 
road is the boundary. 

The Rodman Mountains WSA contains northwest-southeast trending faults vhere 
vertical displacement has formed a series of ridges and vcilleys ascending 
from 2,000 feet cxi the northern cilluvial slopes to almost 5,000 feet in the 
southwestern portion of the area. An extensive lava flew bisects the WSA 
from northwest to southeast and forms a sloping mesa. The WSA contains the 
typical creosote buidi vegetative assemblage that ejdiibits variability based 
on elevation. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four ciltematives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECCMffiNDATK^ AND PATTONATF - 23,825 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

12,289 BIM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

Particil wilderness (60% suitable) is the recommendation for the Rodman 
Mountains WSA. The other 12,289 acres in this WSA recommended nonsuitable 
cire released for uses other than wilderness. In addition to the Federal 
acreage recommended for wilderness, BLM recommends that 642 acres of State 
land and 5,553 acres of private land be acquired throu^ exchange or 
purchase and designated as wilderness. With acquisition of these 
ihholdings, a total of 23,825 acres recommended for wilderness. Appendix 1 
lists cill inholdings and provides additional information on their 
acquisition. This recommendation will be implemented in a manner which will 
use cill practical means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 

1 



The BcLLanced Alternative is the envirxMTinentally-preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further explained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

The recotmended suitable portion of the Podman Mcuntains WSA possesses 
outstanding wilderness characteristics that embody the naturalness and 
solitude criteria described in Section 2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964. 
Values that will be protected by designation of the ^table area include: 
1) the unusual natural features of the area, 2) significant cultural 
resources, 3) iitportant desert wildlife habitat, and 4) outstanding 
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined types of recreation. 

wilderness values cire so significcint, the suitability reccaranendation 
will preclude any further vehicular use of ^proximately 11 miles of 
primitive access routes of travel. 

The area presents a variety of landscapes that include lava flews, colorful 
escarpments, ceLlico-colored mountains, maze-like canyons, and majestic open 
bajadas; all of vhich are void of significant human intrusions. Steep 
canyons and cliff-like walls along the north and west perimeter of this mesa 
form dry falls almg deep drainage channels that become spectacular cascades 
during infrequent heavy rain storms. More than a half a dozen natural 
"tanks" are situated within the lava flow. They are found along the main 
drainages vAiere the wash dreps over a layer of basalt or other escarpments 
cind hollows out a basin or tank at the bottom. At least two of the tanks. 
Hidden Tank and De^ Tank, each hold several thousand gallons of water vhen 

full. 

Wilderness designation will enhance the protection of the many Native 
American petroglyphs found on expansive lava flows within the suitable 
portion of the WSA. The Podman Mountains contain sane of the roost superb, 
best preserved, and densest concentrations of individual rock art panels of 
any archaeological site in the Mojave Desert. Several thousand rock art 
elements indicative of the Great Basin petroglyph style are found on the 
smooth basaltic walls of the lava flow. ;^roximately 2500 acres in the 
central portion of the WSA are listed cm the National Pegister of Historic 
Places as an archaeologiccil district. Four exclosures have been constructed 
over the past two decades to impede vehicular travel to the most vulnerable 
sites. 

Designation will serve to enhance the desert wildlife values and ecological 
diversity within the suitable portion of WSA. In addition to the excellent 
r^resentation of desert flora cind fauna, the WSA contains portions of the 
Newberry/Granite Mountains Paptor Breeding Area. This is one of seven core 
areas known to contain relatively hi^ densities of prairie falcons and 
golden eagles, including several eyries. The WSA also contains former 
bi<^om sheep range. The presence of springs within the area and the 
proximity of quality habitat in the adjacent Newberry Mountains, increases 
the likelihood for sheep to re-inhabit the Podman Mountains. 

Exc^xtional opportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation 
occur within the area recoranended for wilderness designation. These include 
backpacking, day hiking, hunting, mountain climbing, photography, and 
studying of the inportant wildlife, vegetative and cultural resources of the 
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area. In additicxi, opportunities for extended backpacOcing trips will be 
available if the adjacent recommended suitable Nev^berry Mountains WSA is 
designated as wilderness. Ihe ruggedness of the area, maze of canyons and 
vegetative diversity also offer visitors opportunities to escape human 
influences and to enjoy solitude. 

The conflicts with other resource uses within the suitable portion of the 
WSA are limited. Althou^ there are moderate potentials for gold, silver, 
and copper, cxily four mining claims encumber the suitable portion. Hiere 
are no current mining plans of operation so the likelihood for Vcilid 
existing ri^ts is ccxisidered lew. The active mine at the Pipk±n Cinder 
Cone is cherrysteramed from the WSA. The grazing of livestock occurs in the 
WSA but there are no range irrprovements within the suitable portion of the 
WSA. 

Management of the nonsuitable portion of the WSA will be controlled by lew 
intensity, management guidelines as prescribed in the California Desert 
Plan. Ihe bulk of the nonsuitable portion is separated frexn the suitable 
portion of the WSA by Box Canyon. This canyon is a traditional north-south 
route for recreationcil acesess to the Johnson Valley Open Area. As a result, 
this canyon and associated access route isolates the nonsuitable portion of 
the WSA and reduces opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined 
types of recreation. In addition, naturalness of the nonsuitable portion is 
lessened by evidence of historic mining activities. Twelve current mining 
claims encumber the nonsuitable portion. 
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TABI£ 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 29,919 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 642 
Private 9,893 

Total 40,454 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 17,630 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Reccanmended for Wilderness 17,630 

Inholdings^ 
State 642 
Private 5,553 

Within the Area Not Reccanmended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 12,289 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Totcil BIM Land Not Recoaranended for Wilderness 12,289 

^ Appendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate tracts included within the study. For purposes of this report, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). Lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this r^»rt by 
the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. CRITERIA g^SIDERED IN DEVE3X)PING 1HR WTTnRRNESS REOCMMEUDATiaiS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The Rodman Mountains WSA is predcminantly natural with 
negligible human inprints. The scenic quality of the WSA is 
outstanding due in part to the contrast of the lava flow with the 
de^ canyoTS and the imposing vistas of the rest of the central 
Mojave Desert. Ihe colors of the ”inoonsc^)e” setting vary from 
vivid calicos to reds and de^ basaltic black. Ihese colors are 
juxt^xosed against the brown cilluvium seen in the distance. The 
four fences that have been installed to protect the most spectacular 
Native American rock art, result in small impacts to the area's 
beauty. 

For the most part, the nonsuitable porticxi of the WSA cilso lacks 
inprints of man. However, the area lacks the scenic variety of the 
suitable portion and contains evidence of historic mining activity. 

2. Solitude; The Rodman Mountains WSA contains excellent 
opportunities for solitude. Ihe area is filled with small canyons 
and rock shelters vhere solitude is easy to obtain. Ihe majestic 
view of the surrounding terrain and the necu±fy Nev«berry Mountains 
provides a feeling of spaciousness and continuity with the Mojave 
Desert landscape. Ihe WSA's diversity of volcanic landscape gives 
one the feeling of a "moonscape," isolated and peaceful. 

Ihe southern boundary of the suitable portion contains a 
oherrysteramed road leading to the Pipkin Cinder Cone, vhich contains 
an active mine. Ihe si^ts and sounds of vdiicular use and 
mechanized equipment are not so imposing as to outwei^ the benefits 
of wilderness designation. 
Ihe northern portion of the nonsuitable area is a bajada. On this 
bajada, cpportunities for solitude are limited by the lacik of 
vegetative screening and topographic diversity. In addition, 
surface disturbances from mining developments in the nonsuit^le 
portion are a reminder of man's presence. 

Ihis WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in afproved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. Ihe visual intrusions and 
cissociated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
pr^)aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; Ihe Rodman Mountains WSA, with 
its combination of relatively large size, diversity, and ruggedness 
of terrain, contains quality cpportunities for primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation. Ihe numerous canyons, tanks, 
arroyos, and bajadas provide excellent cpportunities for 
backpacking, camping, and nature viewing. Hunting and wildlife 
viewing are also activities vhich cxocur in this WSA. 
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Ihe nonsuitable portion of the WSA is s^)arated from the balance of 
the WSA by the route of travel in Box Canyon. The resultant irrpacts 
have a limiting affect on opportunities for primitive and unconfined 
types of recreatic»i. 

4. Specictl Features; ^proximately 2500 acres within the suitable 
portion of the of the WSA are a designated ctrchaeological district 
and cire listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Ihe 
si^jerb r^resentation of aboriginal Native American rock art within 
the district is densely concentrated ciround the more than two dozen 
naturally occurring tanks contained within the lava flew. The rock 
art sites cire eissociated with rock cairns, rock edignments, bedrock 
metates, cairp sites and other features indicative of many hundreds 
of years of aboriginal Native American utilization. The panels 
display r^resentations of deer, bi^om she^, lizards, tortoise, 
snakes, mythical creatures, as well as abstract r^resentations of 
aborigined culture, the meaning of v^ch is lost. 

The Rodman Mountains are part of the historic range of the desert 
bi^om she^, a BIM sensitive species. Althou^ no sittings have 
been confirmed within the Rodman Mountains WSA, bi^om she^ have 
been sifted in the nearby Nevberry Mountains. There is a good 
chance the she^ will someday again establi^ed themselves in the 
WSA. 

One golden eagle and two prairie falcon eyries, and the associated 
foraging habitats encompass the entire WSA. The WSA is within the 
Granite-Newberry Mountains Raptor Breeding Area vhich is one of 
seven core areas known to contain relatively hi^ densities of 
prairie falcons and golden eagles. The spring near the center of 
the suitable portion is particularly valuable to wildlife. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; The WSA contains 29,919 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. The transitional type 
Joshua Tree Woodland association is present at the hi^er 
elevations. The suitable portion of the Rodman Mountains WSA 
contains spectacular scenery, varied ecosystems, biological and 
geological features, and outstanding wilderness values. EXie to its 
unusual geology, its large quantity of aboriginal rock art, and its 
outstanding views of the surrounding Mojave Desert, the suitable 
portion of the Rodman Mountains WSA contributes something very 
different to the existing National Wilderness Preservation System. 
The WSA is only a three-hour drive from 20 million pecple in the Los 
Angles, Bakersfield, and Las Vegas metrepolitan areas. 

The unique lava flew and de^ basaltic tanks will add diversity to 
the Naturcil Wilderness Preservation System. 
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Table 2 - Etoosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classificaticxi 
Dcmain/Prxjvince/FNV 

NWPS Areas Other BIM StudiPs 
areas acres areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 

117 4,237,989 

88 3,624,185 

2. Expandincf the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's drivincr time (five hours^ of major population 
centiers; The WSA is within a five—hour drive of ei^t major 
pcpulaticxi centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 
of the pc^xilation centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Pc^xilation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers 
California 

areas acres areas acres 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Qxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

Balancincr the geocnraphic distribution of wilderness areas; There 
are ten BIM suitable WSA's in the COCA that are within 50 air miles 
of the Rodman Mountains. The closest designated wilderness area is 
the San Gorgonio Wilderness Area located within the San Bernardino 
National Forest, fort^ miles south of the Rodman Mountains WSA. 
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C. Manageability 

The RocJman Mcxintains WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, due to 
the locaticxi and number of private parcels within the WSA, acquisition 
is criticcil for management of the area's wilderness integrity; without 
them, management of the WSA would be very difficult. 

The County's Consolidated General Plan presently designates the private 
parcels in the WSA "Rural Conservation." Zoning allows the parcels to 
be subdivided and/or utilized for residential, cotimercial, industricil, 
or agricultural uses. In addition, there is no existing access to the 
ihholdings and seme of them contain identified mineral resource values. 

The BIM has a letter of intent from Southern Pacific Land Company to 
exchange their inholdings (3,840 acres) for equal value lands elsewhere 
within the California Desert Conservation Area. The State has pre^xased 
an exchange of their one parcel (640 acres) for other land outside the 
WSA and it is e5$)ected that a mutually beneficial exchange will occur. 
The remainder of the private lands (1,090) are owned by three different 
individuals and should be hi^ priority for purchase or exchange. 

The WSA contains moderate potentials for several mineral resources. 
Development of any valid claims would cause manageability prc^lems and 
would result in adverse impacts to wilderness values. 

The Qrd Mountains Grazing Allotment overlaps approximately 20% of the 
suitable area. There are no existing or preposed range improvements in 
this area. 

Enforcement of a vehicle closure in the nonsuitable portion would 
require constant sipervision because of existing vehicle use patterns. 
This portion of the WSA is divided from the suitable area by the heavily 
used Box Canyon Road. Box Canyon Road has long provided access to the 
Johnson Vcilley Open Area, directly to the south and east of the WSA. 
Several other existing routes of travel provide access into other parts 
of the WSA. Traditionally, they have been used for mining and 
recreational access. 

Military overflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of information known at the time of the preliminary 
suitability reconmendation: The Rodman Mountains WSA (CDCA-207) is 
located in the BIM Rodman Mountains Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) 
Resource Area (GRA). BIM G-EHM data in the wilderness section of 
the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, i^pendix III) in 1980 indicated that 
this WSA has moderate potential for economic d^xssits of silyer, 
gold, tungsten, moliMenum, and uranium. In the eastern part of the 
WSA (nonsuitable), silver had been produced at the Silver Bell Mine. 
North and west of the Silver Bell Mine, numerous cepper pro^)ect:s 
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were known. Gold had been prospected at the Rising Sun Mine in the 
southeast part of the WSA (nonsuitable). Gold, tungsten, and 
uranium had been prospected at the lucky Don Juan Mine 
three-quarters of a mile west of the WSA. The EIS summary also 
states that the Miocene-age sediments vhich are ejqxDsed in this area 
have yielded borates in the Calico Mountains and western Nev^Derry 
Mountains nearby. The GRA file indicated in 1980, that there were 
no known mining claims in the WSA as of December 12, 1979. 

The 1980 GRA r^xDrt si^ports the EES by indicating the known 
occurrences of gold, tungsten, and uranium at the Lucky Don Juan 
Mine, west of the WSA. However, the files and accxxipanying geologic 
map in the GRA file indicate that the geologic environment of the 
Lu^ Don Juan Mine does not extend the Rodman WSA. This probably 
explains vhy the GRA r^jort and files contain no information to 
si^jport the ••moderate" potential rating for gold and tungsten in the 
EIS summary. In the western and recommended suitable southwestern 
part of the WSA, the 1980 GRA r^xDrt mentioned high airborne 
gamma-ray values for uranium and thorium in the granitic core of the 
Rodman Mountains si^jporting a large area having moderate potential 
for the occurrence of uraniurtv/thorium. The GRA files also indicated 
a known copper occurrence at the eastern edge of the WSA. About 3.5 
square miles in the eastern (nonsuitable) part of the WSA were 
classified as having moderate potential for the oocaorrence of 
silver, based on rock types similar to those found at the nearby 
Silver Bell and Silver Cliffs Mines (Tertiary-age volcanic and 
sedimentary rocdcs). The 1980 GRA report and file had no data to 
si^jport a ••moderate^^ potential rating for the (Dccurrence of 
molybdenum stated in the EIS summary. The 1980 GRA report stated 
that there was insufficient information to determine the mineral 
potential of the north Rodman Mountains (north half of the WSA). 
The GE^ file did not indicate ary hi^ or moderate potential areas 
for borates in the WSA. The GRA files indicated that the northern 
part of the WSA had a ••medium^^ potential for the occurrence of oil 
and gas and hi^ potential for the occurrence of sodium based on the 
1978 U.S. G^logical Survey (USGS) prospectively valuable 
clcissification for these commodities. 

2- Summary of sicmficant new mineral resource data collected since the 
preliminary suitability reccmmendation vhich should be considered in 
the final recxamnendation; In 1983, USGS and the U.S. Bureau of 
Mines (BCM) conducted a mineral survey of the portion of the WSA 
reccmmended suitable for wilderness designation. The results of 
the mineral survey were published in 1987 in Bulletin 1712-A. 
Moderate potential for undiscovered gold, silver, and ccpper 
resources is ascribed to a zone at the southw^t comer of the WSA. 
A moderate potential for undiscovered gold, silver, and copper 
resources is also assigned to an area near the center of the WSA. 
This assessment is based on zones vhioh contain prospects that 
expose quartz and barite veins and altered rocks, all of vhich 
ccMitain ccpper minerals and anomalous concentrations of silver, and 
in some places, gold. Althou^ the 1980 GRA files indicate three 
sites that shewed anomalous concentrations of 15 parts per millicai 
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(ppm) of molybcienum from heavy mineral concentrates, this 
informaticxi is insufficient to classify the WSA because it is not 
known v^ther the 15 ppm concentration r^resents anomalous values. 

According to USGS and BCM, there is no potential for radioactive 
mineral rescxiroes in the Rodman Mountains Wilderness Study Area 
bcised C3n currently available information. Iherefore, the 1980 GRA 
moderate potential rating for uranium and thorium is modified to 
'•undefined” potential based on the conclusions of the USGS and BCM. 

Potenticil for oil and gas is rot mentioned in Bulletin 1712-A. 
Althou^ the area is currently classified by the BIM (1982) as 
prospectively Vciluable for oil and gas, a dcwngrading of the BIM 
1980 GRA "moderate" pobenticil for cocurrence rating to lew potenticil 
is si^^ported by the conclusion by the USGS in Petroleum Potenticil of 
Wilderness Tanda in the United States (Circulcir 902-A-P, page D5) 
vAiich indicated that the non-meirine sedimentary rocks in the Mojave 
Desert area had limited potenticil for oil and gas d^xosits. In 
additicMi, the oil and gas potenticil in the geolcDgic environment 
(area not in the Overthrust Belt) is not sii^ported by oil or gas 
^cws. PotenticLL for sodium conixDunds was not addressed in 
Bulletin 1712-A. There have been no sodium prospecting permit 
^plications in this area for at least ten years. Althou^ there is 
the possibility of borate cxxurrence, sodium borates are 
cxraparatively unexaranon in the area, and the Miocene-age rocks in the 
WSA were known to be conglomerate and sandstone, vAiereas borate 
cxxarrences to the north and west of the WSA were known to be in 
shale. For these reasons, the moderate potenticil rating for sodium 
in the 1980 GRA is changed to low potential for cxxarrence under the 
BIM classification system. 

A matericil site ri^t-of-way in the far northwestern portion of the 
WSA was apparently overlcoked in the 1980 G-E-M assessment. This 
cirea has moderate potential for the ocxurrence of sand and gravel 
under the BIM mineral classification system, based on interest in 
the area for aggregate material by the California D^artment of 
Transportation. 

Uipatented mining claims Icxated within the WSA are summarized in 
the follcwing table taken from BIM mineral records dated December, 
1987. 

Table 4 Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CIAIM SUTEABIE lOISUIT. TOTAL SUITABIE NOISUIT. TOTAL 

Lode 0 8 8 0 160 160 
Placor 4 0 4 160 0 160 
Mill Site 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 4 8 12 160 160 320 
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E. Summaw of Em^iromental Oonsecaienoes of the Proposed Action 

1. Inpact on Wilderness Values; Existing hi^ quality wilderness 
values will be maintained on the portion of the WSA that is 
reocOTtended suitable. Hcwever, developnent of any Vcilid mining 
claims will adversely impact wilderness values in site-specific 
locaticxi within the WSA. 

In the porticxi of the WSA not reccinmended suitable, naturalness, 
opportunities for solitude, and opportunities for primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation will be negatively impacted from 
mining activity cind motorized recreational travel. 

2. Impact on Mineral Exploration and Development; Approximately 20% of 
the WSA has identified mineral potentials. Within the suitable 
portion, opportunities for ejq^loraticxi and development will be 
virtually nonexistent after wilderness designation. In the 
nonsuitable portion, c^^rtunities will continue to be available 
subject to applicable laws, regulations and the lew intensity, 
multiple use management prescriptions established in the CDCA Plan. 
Cedtrans is e3^)ected to develop the sand and gravel reserves on the 
northern bajada. 

3. Impact on Livestock Management; Opportunities for develcproent of 
new range ijtprovements for the management of livestock will be 
limited by designation. However, this limitation will not 
significantly affect the overall management of the entire Ord 
Mountain Grazing Allotment. 

4. Impact on Wildlife H^itat; Ihe Rodman Mountains WSA contains 
former bi^om she^ range. Wilderness designation of the suitable 
portion will provide permanent protection from activities that alter 
the natural environment. However, dramatic increases in backcountry 
use at or near the limited water sources, has the potential to 
negatively inpaort reestablishment of a permanent population of sheep 
into the Rodman Mountains. Opportunities for development of any 
water sources for she^ will be available but constrained by vehicle 
use restrictions. 

The likelihood for adverse impacts to raptor eyries and foraging 
habitat will be virtually nonexistent under wilderness designation. 

The potential for significant adverse iiTpac±s to wildlife habitat in 
the nonsuitable portion of the WSA is minimized because of the lew 
intensity management guidelines for the area as prescribed in the 
CDCA Plan. 

5. Impact on Motorized Recreation: Opportunities for motorized 
recreation travel in the nonsuitable portion of the WSA cind throu^ 
Box Canyon to the Johnson Valley Cpen Area will continue to be 
available. However, vehicle access will be eliminated in the 
portion recommended suitable (65%). 

13 



6. Iirpact on Private Land Develcxment; All private lands will continue 

to be available for development using County planning standards, 

until such time that the BIM acquires the private parcels in the 
suitable portion of the WSA. 

7. Impact on Culturcil Resources/Rock Art; Wilderness designaticxi will 

serve to further protect the significant cultural resource values in 

the National Register District. Ihe likelihood for damage to the 

sites from motorized vehicle travel will be virtually ro'^existent. 

However, opportunities for scientific research may be hampered due 

to restricticHTS on mechanized equipment and vehicle access. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final 

CDCA Plan and EIS. Because this topic was not explored in the KES, no 

further discussion of it will occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throtK^out all phases in the develcpment 

of the CDCA Plan vhich was finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the 

public during the Inventory and Study Phases were taken into account 

during development of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. 

Ihe following is a summary of all ccmments received. Inaccuracies that 

are known to exist are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase: Most ccmments agreed about the natural values of 

the area, the uniqueness of the terrain, and the presence of 
solitude. 

2. Study Phase: Of the 38 comments receiyed on this WSA, 22 opposed 

wilderness designation. Most of these letters noted si^ts and 

sounds vhich they felt detracted from the area's wilderness 

potential; including mines, transmission lines, motorized yehicle 

use. Highway 40, and the Marine Corps Training Center. RecreationcLL 

needs discussed were camping, hiking, motorized vehicle use, and 

rockhounding. Ihe area's ICMP designation was discussed. Mineral 

potential was mentioned, specifically garnet, barite, lead, gold, 

silver, iron, and other minerals in the Rodm^ Mountains, and the 

site of the Pisgah lava flow. Access concerns were also noted by 

grazers, the railroad, and those desiring access to petroglyph 
sites. 

Ihe comments favoring wilderness designation often spoke of scenic 

and unique sites that should be protected, such as the lava flow and 

petroglyphs. Wildflowers, coyotes, rabbits, kit foxes, smoketrees, 

and air quality were cilso mentioned as needed protection. Geologic, 

educational, and archaeological qualities were noted. Ihe desire 
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for primitive recreation c^portunities such as hiking and 

backpacking was ejqjressed. The area's nearness to southern 

California peculations hei^tened the wilderness potenticil for some 

re^xDndents. Inclusion of the "Rodman Flew," and combining this 

ctrea with WSA 213 were boundary cdterations suggested. 

Some relies were received in response to the Public Irput WorldDook 

(of 3/15/79). These comments referred to the area's extensive 

mineral potenticil and objected to wilderness classification. The 

U.S. Navy opposed wilderness designation because the Marine Corps 

training activities at Twentynine Palms and the use of aircraft and 

eucioding ordnance would be restricted or terminated. Otherwise, 

noise pollution, ground tremors, and safety problems within a 

wilderness area would continue. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; There was a wide range of comments 

^Dpiyirig to WSA 207. Members of the National CXitdoor Coalition 

(NOC), a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-hic^way vehicle 

groups / sent many coupons and letters sujcorting NOC's position of 

recommending this area as unsuitable for wilderness, but to make its 

use somewhat restrictive. 

Conservation oriented grotps and their many sipporters favored 

wilderness status. The U.S. Marine Corps Base at TVentynine Palms 

stated that the area lies directly beneath aircraft lanes used for 

training purposes and would be subject to intense noise vhich mi^t 

disturb both wildlife and persons wishing solitude. 

4. Proposed Plan; Comments and positions of respondents were similar 

to those described above. One respondent expressed fear that 

closing the area would prevent access to the petroglyphs for most 

people because of the ruggedness of the terrain. 

No comments were received from local governments. 

5. 1983 Plan Amendments; An amendment prc^xDsal was made to eaqand the 

Ord Mountain Grazing Allotment eastward to include part of the 

Rodman Mountain WSA. Of the 81 responses to the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement for the 1983 Amendments, 32 referred 

to this particular amendment, three in favor and 29 opposed. One of 

the proponents was the rancher vho pre^xDsed the amendment; the 

other two provided no reason for their approval. 

Several reasons were given by those in exposition. Protection of 

wildlife was a major concern, particularly the desert tortoise 

(vhich occurs here in hi^ concentrations), desert bi^om she^, 

raptors and their eyries, chukar, cottontail, and mourning doves. 

The adequacy of forage for both cattle and wildlife was questioned, 

e^jecially in dry years. Protection of sensitive cultural areas was 

cilso a concern. 
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I 

A modified cirea for expansicai wcis approved in the Final EIS, so that 

a large part of the WSA was eliminated from the proposed cillotment. 

This proposcLL recseived caily one letter of approval, as ocnpared to 

nine letters in opposition. 

C^jponents of the ejqjansion included ten conservation oriented 

organizaticns, the California D^>cirtment of Fish and Game, and the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

RODMAN MOUNTAINS WSA (CDCA-207) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LEGAL 

PARCEL 

No. 

DESCRIPTION 

TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

SURFACE 

ESTATE 

SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

LAND 

COSTS 

($1000) 

PROCESSING 

COSTS 

($1000) 

1 8N. 3E. 25 SBM 225 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 67.5 2.5 

2 8N. 3E. 25 SBM 225 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 67.5 2.5 

3 8N. 3E. 36 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 192.0 2.5 

4 7N. 3E. 1 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

5 7N. 3E. 1 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

6 7N. 4E. 5 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

7 7N. 4E. 9 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

8 7N. 4E. 16 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

9 7N. 4E. 17 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

10 7N. 4E. 21 SBM 640 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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EIGaGPN MJlWrAINS WTTnpyNESS STOPy AREA (VGA) 

(aX2A-217) 

1. THE STUDY AREA. - 53,482 acres 

The Bi^om Mcxmtains WSA is located in San Bernardino County in the west 
central portion of the Ccilifomia Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The 
ccsranunity of Landers is one and one-half miles to the east and Palm Springs 
is approximately 70 miles to the south. The WSA includes 52,593 acres of 
public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management (BIM) 
and 889 acres of private land (see Mc^ 1 and Table 1). 

The northern boundary of the WSA skirts the base of the Bi^om Mountain 
range from Ruby Mountain to Rattlesna3ce Spring. At the spring, it turns due 
north and follows the spring access road for approximately thr^ miles 
before it turns west. On the west, the WSA is bounded by the Terrace 
Springs access road and the boundary of the San Bernardino Nationcil Forest 
(USES). The southern boundary follows no particular political or 
tx^xDgraphic features. It follows section lines, generally excluding private 
prc^Derty. This boundary does occasionally deviate from section lines to 
exclude known areas of surface disturbance. The eastern boundary follows 
section lines and then meanders north, avoiding surface disturbances. 
Portions of the WSA are within a future utility corridor (1990-2020) 
identified for the State of California in the Western Regional Corridor 
Study (1980). 

The study area occupies low mountains and hi^ plateaus, and is traversed by 
Rattlesnake Canyon Creek; an ephemeral stream that flows northward to 
Johnson Valley. Rugged mountainous terrain occurs in the southwestern part 
of the study area ascending toward the 7,500-foot Granite Peak, just within 
the National Forest. The rugged Bi^om Mountains in the north-central 
portion of the WSA are, in fact, the foothills of the San Bernardino 
Mountains. The southeast section of the WSA contains portions of Flat Tqp, 
a plateau vhich rises abrt^jtly from the surrounding tc^xDgraphy. Plant 
cissemblages in the WSA range from a typical Mojave Desert creosote bush 
scrub to various coirbinations of Joshua tree and yucca communities, to 
pinyon-juniper woodlands, and finally, to sparse stands of Jeffrey pine in 
the more remote, hi^er elevations. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness vcilues was 
included in Appendix III of the Final EIS. A 1982 amendment to the CDCA 
Plan formulated a second partial suitability recommendation in vhich 
approximately 22% of the WSA was recommended suitable for wilderness. 

2. RECCM4ENDATT(^ AND RATTONATF- 11,068 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

41,525 BLM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 
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Partial wilderness is the reconimendation for the Bi^iom Mountains WSA. The 
other 41,525 acres in this WSA recoinmended nonsuitable are released for uses 
other than wilderness. In additicyi to the Federal acreage reccnirnended for 
wilderness, BLM reccnroends that 365 acres of private land outside the WSA 
boundaries be acquired thou^ exchange and designated as wilderness. With 
acquisition of this private parcel, a total of 11,433 acres are reccmimended 
for wilderness. ^}pendix 1 provides additional informaticxi on acquisition 
of this parcel. This recommendation will be inplemented in a manner vMdh 
will use cill practical means to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. 

The recommended suitable portion of the WSA is located within two s^>arate 
distinct units. Ihe northern and southern units both possess outstanding 
wilderness characteristics v^ch exemplify the criteria described in Section 
2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964. These units ejdiibit a primitive 
character vhich is void of permanent irrprovements and human intrusions. 
CXitstanding c^portunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation 
are found vhich test human endurance and outdoor sJcills. Opportunities for 
solitude exist in the numerous canyons vhich contain great tcpographiccil and 
vegetative diversity. Because wilderness values are so significant, the 
suitability recommendation will preclude any further vehicular use of 
^proximately 7.6 miles of primitive routes of travel. 

The northern suitable unit is contiguous to the San Bernardino National 
Forest and offers the wilderness visitor the unique opportunity to 
experience the ecological transition from the rugged, desert Bi^om 
Mountains to the pine-forested Granite Peak. The Granite Peak area in the 
adjacent national forest is primitive in character. It was preposed as 
wilderness during the USFS wilderness evaluation process, however it was not 
ultimately designated as wilderness. 

The natural environment in the northern unit supports a diversity of 
wildlife species including a great variety of resident and migratory birds, 
mule deer, mountain lion, b(±»cat, and golden eagles. The WSA contains a 
wide variety of plants and plant assemblages that provide outstanding 
opportunities to study transitional vegetation types and their responses to 
changes in elevation and soil moisture, all within the distance of a few 
miles. This unique mixture of vegetation offers wilderness users 
outstanding opportunities for f^otograj^y and nature study. 

The southern unit of the WSA that is recommended for wilderness designation 
also contains quality wilderness values. Althou^ the values are not nearly 
as spectacular as those in the northern unit, the landscape is primitive in 
nature and free of human intrusions. There are no known routes of travel 
within the unit. The area consists primarily of pinyon-juniper woodlands 
with tepography that varies from 5,100 feet in the foothills to 6,148 feet 
at the tep of Black Mountain. 

Currently, some hiking and nature study use does occur in the recommended 
suitable units. C^portunities for primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation that test the badpacker's endurance and outdoor skills are 
abundant in the northern and southern units that are recommended suitable. 
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The variety of vegetation types, tcpograjhy, and numerous canyons ensure 
opportunities to escape the masses and enjoy solitude. 

The significance of the wilderness values in the recommended suitable units 
of the WSA exceed all other existing or potential uses. Scenic quality of 
the units are considered hi^. The entire WSA contains no State or 
Federally listed plant or animcil species. The BIM sensitive species, 
Erigeron parishii. is, however, located in the northern suitable unit along 
Rattlesnake Canycxi. Desert bi^om she^ have been extirpated from the WSA 
in historic times. 

^jproximately 99% of both suitable units have no identified mineral values 
at the moderate or hi^ potential level. However, over 1,600 acres of the 
suitable units are encumbered with mining claims. A few local miners are 
convinced that there are substanticil gold d^x)sits in the area. 

There are no private inholdings within the suitable units. However, one 
parcel of private land not within the WSA boundary is recommended for 
acquisition and designation as wilderness. The parcel is located at the 
southeastern edge of the northern unit, on the west side of Rattlesnake 
Canyon (a portion of T.2N., R.3E., Section 3). It is not cotpletely certain 
vhy this particular parcel was not included within the WSA during the 
inventory; in all likelihood it was a mapping error. This parcel is owned 
by the Southern Pacific Land Company. Historically, this company has 
co(^)erated very closely with BIM in exchanging land to consolidate land 
ownership patterns. 

The configuration of the nonsuitable portion is the result of a 1982 
amendment to the COCA Plan. The northern suitable unit was substantially 
reduced in size to include only those public lands west of Rattlesnake 
Canyon. The area east of Rattlesnake Canyon does contain some valuable 
resources, including transient bi<^om she^ range and possibility the BIM 
sensitive plant Erigeron oarishii. However, an on-the-ground review 
revealed more extensive and additional surface disturbances than previously 
identified. This reduction in size of the northern suitable unit greatly 
enhances its manageability as wilderness while allowing traditional 
motorized vehicle recreation access to other portions of the WSA. There are 
approximately 31 miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, wa^es 
and other unmaintained routes of access vhich will remain available for 
vehicular use. 

The southern unit that is recommended suitable, was originally recommended 
nonsuitable in the 1980 CDCA Plan. This recommendation was changed in tlie 
1982 Plan amendment because this area possesses exc^jtional opportunities 
for solitude and primitive recreation, vhich are particularly iitportant 
being so close to a major urban area. The unit contains no mining claims or 
routes of travel and will have a lack of management conflicts or other 
prdDlems if it were designated wilderness. 

The portion of the WSA recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation 
contains ri^ts-of-way, former Small Tract Act houses and associated 
outbuildings, and surface disturbances, including a maze of vehicle routes, 
mining scars, and range improvements. Abandoned mining shacks clLso mar the 
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natural environment. By excluding these lands, uses that conflict with 
wilderness management will be reduced and wilderness management of the 
remaining recommended suitable units will be enhanced. Among seme of the 
ri^ts-of-way in the nonsuitable portion, are two for vehicle access for the 
USDA Forest Service to enter portions of the San Bernardino National Forest. 
The RTM has cilso issued a Recreation and Public Purposes Lease in this WSA. 
Private land contained within this portion of the WSA is zoned Desert 
Living. Ihe Consolidated General Plan of San Bernardino County designates 
the area Rural Conservation v^ch allows for a multitude of uses not 
compatible with wilderness. 

The WSA currently receives ^proximately 15,000 visits annually. The 
majority of the use is associated with off-hi<^iway vehicle touring, nature 
study, camping, and hunting in the recommended nonsuitable cirea. The 
extensive existing network of routes of travel within the nonsuitable 
porticxi currently provides excellent vehicle d^sendant recreation 
opportunities to nearby rapidly expanding populations. 

The nonsuitable portion of the WSA is not manageable as wilderness without a 
significant change in current uses. In addition, the wilderness values that 
are present are not of hi^ quality because of the extent of existing 
surface disturbances. Due to the arid environment, natural rehabilitation 
of such disturbances will take many years. Meanwhile, they will adversely 
impact epportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation. 

The nonsuitably recommended area will allow for full exploration and 
development of the known mineral resources. BUM has received and processed 
five mining plans of operation in this area of the WSA. Almost 14,300 acres 
of the nonsuitable area are encumbered with mining claims. The likelihood 
of valid existing mineral ri<^ts is considered very hi^. San Bernardino 
County D^jartment of Transportation has eperated a sand and gravel 
extraction site in the southeastern part of the WSA continuously since 1967. 
The d^xDsit extends a mile into the southeastern portion of the WSA. 

The nonsuitable recommendation will benefit livestock management in the WSA. 
The bulk of the Rattlesnake Grazing Allotment is located within the 
boundaries of the WSA. There are many range irprovements, including fences, 
cattleguards, spring develcpments, and pipelines. All of the inprovements 
are located within the nonsuitable portion of the WSA and require regular 
inspection and maintenance. 

Land uses in the nonsuitable portion of the WSA will be controlled under low 
intensity management guidelines as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. These 
guidelines will minimize additional iirpacts to the natural environment and 
protect the cultural and wildlife resources value that are present in the 
nonsuitable atrea. 

The clLI wilderness recommendation for the Bi^om Mountains WSA is 
environmentally preferable because it would result in the least change from 
the existing natural environment over the long-term. It is not the 
recommendation for this WSA, however, for the reasons described above. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Sunmary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 52,593 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 889 

Total 53,482 

Within the Recotnmended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 11,068 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Recanmended for Wilderness 11,068 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Private land outside the WSA boundary 
Recoinmended for wilderness 365 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 41,525 
Split Estate (BIM surface cxiLy) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Reocnunended for Wilderness 41,525 

3. CRITERIA OONSIDERED IN DEVELOPING THE WILDERNESS R] 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; Both suitable units are largely undisturbed by inan and 
affected primarily by the forces of nature. CXitside the recommended 
suitable units, there are numerous vehicle ways and trails, 
prospecting pits, adits, dil^idated shacks, and range iiiprovements. 
These intrusions are numerous and mar the otherwise natural beauty 
of the area. 
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2. Solitude; Ihe variety of tcpogr^iiy, including de^ canycais and 
craggy peaks, and the diversity of transitioiELL vegetaticxi, aillcws 
visitors to the Bi<^m Mountains WSA anple opportunities to screen 
themselves froon other visitors and other human si^ts and sounds. 
The extensive evidences of man in the ncxisuitable portion does have 
a limiting affect upon solitude. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the nationcLL defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic terrporary effects on solitude vhich 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable cis a part of the defense 
pr^medness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and lkxx>nfined Recreation; Within the suitable units, 
opportunities are outstanding for primitive recreation, including 
backpacking, hiking, nature study photography, and hunting. Ifriique 
to the area is the potential to hike from the stcirk and hostile 
Mojave Desert throu^ several ecological transitional zones to the 
forested regions of the Granite Peaks in the San Bernardino 
National Forest. 

Oi^rtunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are lackii^ 
within the nonsuitable portion due to the large number of existing 
routes of travel that coirpartmentalize the area. 

4. SpecicQ. Features; Portions of the suitable and nonsuitable cireas 
within the WSA contain historic habitat for desert bi^om she^, a 
BIM sensitive species. Ttie California D^)cirtment of Fish and Game 
is considering reintroducing animals to attempt to establish a 
resident population. 

Five square miles of the nonsuitable portion of the WSA contains 
desert tortoise habitat with densities of 20 to 50 tortoises per 
square mile. The tortoise is a BIM sensitive species that is 
currently under status review by the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service as a threatened or endangered species. 

In 1909, an intensive chase by the San Bernardino County Sheriff's 
posse for the Cahuilla Indian "Willie Boy" was conducted in the 
Bi^om Mountains. It terminated at Rock Corral. "Willie Bey's" 
memorial and grave site is located in the recommended nonsuitable 
portion of the WSA. 

Despite limited curchaeologiccLl surveys in the Bighorn Mountains, it 
appears that the area has been used over a long period of 
prehistory. Within the recommended suitable boundaries there cire no 
recorded sites; however, there has never been a systematic survey of 
the area and several sites have been recorded in the recommended 
nonsuitable area. Of the sites recorded, all are large with a great 
density of prehistoric cultural remains. These remains appear to be 
semi-permanent village sites. Artifacts found include rook art, 
middens, manos, metates, roasting pits, caves, and flake scatters. 
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AdditiOTally, within 2 miles of the WSA boundary many more sites 
exist. These sites include rock curt, middens, and a historic 
cirrastre (a milling structure used to crush ore). 

B. Diversity in the Nationeil Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; The suitable units of the Bighorn 
Mountains WSA contains spectacular scenery, varied ecosystems, 
biological and geologiccil features, and outstanding wilderness 
values and would add to the diversity of the National Wilderness 
PreservaticMi System. The WSA contains 52,593 acres of the American 
Desert/Creosote BufJi (Larrea) ecosystem. Seme Juniper-pinyon 
woodland (Juniperus-Pinus), California Ch^jarral Province and mixed 
ccxiifer vegetative assemblages also occur but is not r^resented in 
the table below because of its small amounts. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
Donain/Province/FNV 

NWPS Areas 
areas acres 

Other BIM Studies 
areas acres 

NATIOIWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bu^ 1 343,753 117 4,215,316 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,601,512 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ei^t major 
pc^xilation centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and ELM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
pc^xilation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major PopulatiOTi Centers 

Peculation NWPS arecis Other BIM Studies 
Centers_areas acres_areas acares 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 

Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 

Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 

Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lcmpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 

San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 miles of five BIM WSAs reccxranended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is San Gorgonio 
Wilderness, administered by the San Bernardino National Forest, ten 
miles south of the WSA. 

C. Manageability 

The Bi^om Mountains WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, several 
factors complicate manageability throu^out the WSA, but especially in 
the portion recemmended for nonwildemess. 

The entire boundary of the southern suitable unit is not easily 
definable. Maintenance of such a boundary will require special 
demarkation and enforcement patrols. 

Rattlesna3ce Canyon forms an ideal naturcil eastern boundary to the 
northern unit. It is easily definable and enforceable. The pre^osed 
acquisition of the private parcel on the west side of Rattlesnake Canyon 
outside the study area will complete the natural boundary and protect 
outstanding natural resources. San Bernardino National Forest borders 
to the south and west. Adjacent values and resources in the Granite 
Peak cirea of the San Bernardino National Forest enhances the suitable 
area and allows greater recreational epportunities for the wilderness 
enthusiast. 

Sixty-ei^t mining claims encumber 1,660 acres of the recemmended 
suitable units. Development of any valid existing mineral ri<^ts has 
the potential to seriously degrade the hi^ quality wilderness values. 
However, the United States Geological Survey (USGS) and the U.S. Bureau 
of Mines (BCM) minercil reports indicate that less than one percent of 
the recommended suitable units have moderate or hi^ potential mineral 
values. 
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The nonsuitable portion of the WSA contains ri^ts-of-way, former Small 
Tract Act hcwses and associated outbuildings, and surface disturbances, 
including a maze of vehicle routes, mining sccirs, and range 
iirprovements. This portion of the WSA also has a long history of off- 
hi^Tway vehicle lasd. Opportunities for primitive and unconfined types 
of recreation are limited. 

Almost 14,300 acres of the nonsuitable portion of the WSA are 
encumbered within mining claims and the likelihood of valid existing 
mineral ri^ts is considered to be hi^. Maintenance of existing range 
improvements clLso has the potenticil to conflict with management of the 
area for wilderness. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of information known at the time of the preliminary 
suitability recommendation: The Bi^om Mountains WSA (CDCA-217) is 
located in the BLM Bi<^om Mountains Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-^) 
Resource Area (GRA). BLM G-E-M data in the wilderness portion of 
the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, ^pendix III) in 1980 indicated that 
resource data for this WSA had not been fully analyzed, integrated, 
and interpreted. However the EIS did state that the WSA was known 
to contain potential for uranium and thorium and possible potential 
for metals (gold, manganese, tungsten) and geothermcil resources 
(western portion of the WSA). Over 800 mining claims were on record 
with the BLM as of December 12, 1979. 

No 1980 GRA r^xDrt was pr^>ared for this area, and the GRA files 
contain no mineral potential classification overlays pr^jared by the 
BLM Desert Planning Staff. However, data in the 1980 GRA file shews 
a sand and gravel d^xDsit within the portion of the WSA recommended 
ncaisuitable for wilderness designation at the east edge of the WSA 
boundary. The file cLLso shewed in 1980, that the west end of the 
WSA had been classified by USGS in 1978 as a potentially valuable 
geothermal resource area (PGRA). The OXA Plan shews four 
occurrences of uraniunv'thorium mineralization in the WSA. The 1980 
GRA file shews three areas with a minor geochemical anomaly for the 
rcure earth element cerium. 

2. Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected since the 
preliminctrv suitability recemmendation vhieh should be considered in 
the fined recommendation; Most of the WSA, ^c^jt for the southeast 
part of the Flat Tep area, was assessed by USGS and BC^ and the 
results released in Open File Rport (OFR) 82-962 in 1982. Because 
no qualified information (GEM data) was used in the CDCA plan vhen 
the suitable recommendation was made, all information provided by 
USGS and BCM is very inportant for mineral potenticil classification 
of the portion of the WSA recommended suitable for wilderness 
designation. The USGS and BCM report concluded that most of the WSA 
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has lew potential for the discjovery of clLI types of mineral and 
energy resources, including precious and base metals, building stone 
and aggregate, fossil fuels, radioactive mineral resources, and 
geothernal resources. 

The study identified three areas as having lew to moderate 
potential for future small-scale develcpnent in the nonsuitable 
area. The first area, west of the middle part of the WSA, shewed 
significant gold values at the Black Rattler and Big Bucks 
prospects. Samples at the Black Rattler averaged 2.05 parts per 
million (i^) of gold (0.06 oz/ton), and samples from the Big Bucks 
averaged 2.7 ppn (0.078 oz/ton) of gold. This zone has moderate 
potential for the occurrence of gold under the BIM classification 
(See 2). The second and third areas identified by USGS and BCM 
cire radioactive-mineral prospects. Samples from the Martin 
prospects, near the center of the WSA averaged 260 ppm of thorium in 
the mineral monzonite. The normal crustal abundance for thorium is 
9.6 jpm. The other radioactive mineral locality is an unnamed 
prospect in the southern part of the WSA vhere a sample contained 
6,780 ppm of thorium and 150 ppm uranium. These two areas have 
moderate potential for the occurrence of thorium under the BIM 
classification system. The northwest part of the area has been 
classified as prospectively valuable for geothermal resources by 
BLM in 1987, and is mostly gently slewing and suitable for plant 
citing, under the BLM classification this area has hi^ potential 
for the occurrence of geothermal resources. The ste^Der portion has 
moderate potentiail for the occurrence of geothermal resources. 

BLM has received and processed five mining plans of operation in the 
nonsuitable portion of the WSA since 1980. In 1981, BIM received a 
plan of operations for extending the workings on the Black Rattler 
claims. The claimant (operator) stated that there was once an old 
Spanish Mine at this location vtiich produced $250,000 (pre-1840 gold 
price) in gold. Althou^ OER 82-962 states that no production is 
r^»rted from the WSA, the report does say that the Surplus Mine, 
prc^^ably the Black Rattler, was active in the 1890's. The report 
clLso states that the main shaft on the Black Rattler Nos. 1 and 2 is 
said to be 200 feet de^ with drifts on three levels. The USGS and 
BCH r^xDrt indicated that samples from the Big Bucks Mine, about a 
mile to the southeast of the WSA yielded as much as 19.1 ppm (0.55 
ounce per ton) of gold. In 1987, BLM received a plan of operations 
for extending workings on the Black Bull claim at the southeast end 
of the area asscissed by USGS and BOM in oro 82-962 as having low to 
moderate potential for future small-sccile exploration and 
development of precious-and base-metal mineralization, under the 
BLM classification, this zone has moderate potential for the 
occurrence of gold (See 
Map 2). 

In 1967, the San Bernardino County D^mtment of Transportation 
obtained a free use permit from BLM for sand and gravel from a 
drainage in the southeast part of the WSA (identified as a sand and 
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gravel site in the G3RA file). Ihe cxxmty has c^)erated c»ntinuously 
there under grandfathered ri^ts. The d^xDsit, whic±i extends a mile 
into the southeast porticai of the WSA, has hi^ potential for 
oocurrenoe under the BIM classification. 

Uipatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 
table taken frcm BIM mineral records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CIAIM SUITABIE Nc^jsurr. TOTAL SUnABI£ NOTSUTT. TOTAL 

Lode 53 300 353 1,060 6,000 7,060 
Placer 15 207 222 600 8,280 8,880 
Mill Site 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 68 507 575 1.660 14.280 15.940 

E. Summary of Environmented Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Existing hi^ quality wilderness 
values will be maintained on the two units of the WSA that are 
reconmended suitable. Currently there are 68 mining claims in these 
units. Any development of valid claims will adversely affect 
wilderness values in the specific locations of the disturbance. 

In the portion of the WSA not reccramended suitable, naturalness, 
opportunities for solitude, and opportunities for primitive and 
unconfined types of recreation will decline primarily from mining 
related activities. There are identified mineral values and 507 
mining claims that encumber over 14,280 acres of the nonsuitable 
porticHi. However, impacts will be localized and mitigated to the 
extent possible because the CDCA Plan stipulated that this area be 
managed under lew intensity, multiple use prescriptions to protect 
sensitive resources. Projected increases in off-hi^way vehicle 
travel will also negatively impact wilderness values. 

2. Impact on Mineral Development; A small amount of the entire WSA has 
identified mineral potentials at the moderate or hi^ levels. 
However, edmost 16,000 acres of the WSA is encumbered with mining 
claims. Within the suitable portion, c^portunities for 
exploration and develcpment will be virtually nonexistent after 
wilderness designation. In the nonsuitable portion opportunities 
will continue to be available subject to applicable laws, 
regulations and the low intensity, multiple use management 
prescriptions established in the CDCA Plan. 

t 
12 



) • \ r ■ j-r- ‘ 

■ . '•. *• • u' 9_ ' '. * . 
■■> - ■ JU 

•kitf.^ ijba ’v4y- * • A 

n ’ 

,T -i< 

ar-*.. ^ i« •, 
<■■% 

«- . 
•t.. . 

■> « 
■ >% i' ^ *. -•■ 

fS; 

' >■ 
C* • '. • fct'i 

'Ml. 
I • i • • 

’ 'i* 
'. i . 

TT fJ*'! 

f. ■_> 
ill » V; 4 ■ * -' * 

*v ••■/ ’ j 
,' r 

■fc 

■ '' r i,»., 
V f"’ >'^'‘* ^ ^ 

4- -4: 

,■. «4V> 

fci ^ , 

, ' . .x» ■•-<►, ■ -i/v 
♦' ^ * fc - . ^ ^ 

,’ - ‘‘i-'', ‘ ‘■■■' -•‘^■•■/’J’- V.f-' .'*■'• ^ ! - ■ vj '**r •- • --||, 

! •• ■■•■.'■ ■'• ' ■ ’VS ‘ :'■ ’:•*;•?' 1, 

, * w.;. . .• -'i,. -jT ..r' •.' I'^'.i ■. '51 iv'i'■■;,H-,i.' .’ ' 

■ • , ■'. '■' V’ *■ ■' ■■'■'■-■ • ’v;'-;j.1 
' ” ■ ' ■ ■*■ I ■-'''• f •^' • *» 4j >»!- • T - ',V 1 't •» '4 A ■* ■ _ • 1 ’it*-4*jiL'^J 

■'; ■» 

% 



Springs 31 

Sliver Re^ 
Mrrfe 

Blackhav^k 
' Mirjef-' 

|^vv\\v? 

itfe-:V.-.'t; / Spring 

Cangon 
Spring 

/Squirrel 

Spring 

.-* ^ovrm^ 

^iscera 

Spring iranitel 
Spring TIONAL./ 

Tnouna 
Spring 

Spring iprings 

lose 
.\/line 

Spring 

,pnng 

Broom Ma\/ 
Spring 

Burns 

Commodity Symbols 

Au 

G Geothermal 

SG Sand & Gravel 

Th Thorium 

Explanation < 

High Potenial for the 
Occurrence of Energy and/or 
Non-energy Minerals 

Moderate Potential for the 
Occurrence of Energy and/or 
Non-energy Minerals 

Moderate Mineral Potential 
Location in a High Mineral 
Potential Area 

High Mineral Potential 
Location In a Moderate Mineral 
Potential Area 

“I Recommended for 
J Wilderness 

Recommended for 
M Non Wilderness 

!n Land outside WSA 
jJ Recommended for 

Wilderness 
Split Estate 

Private 

Bighorn Mountains 
Mineral Resource Potential 

Ranch MAP-2 
CDCA-217 





3. Iirmct on Sensitive Plant and Wildlife Habitat; Identified plant 
habitat and former bi^iom she^ habitat within the suitable units 
will receive permanent protection from activities that alter the 
natural envirmment. Ifcwever, access to and develc^ment of any 
vzdid existing mineral ri^ts will, based i:^n the magnitude of 
disturbances, reduce the quality of the habitat. Opportunities for 
development and maintenance of additicml water sources for she^ 
will be available, but ccaistrained by vehicle use restrictions. 

Former she^ habitat, desert tortoise habitat, and potentieLl 
sensitive plant habitat in the nonsuitable portion will be 
susceptible to iitpact from vehicles and surface disturbances. 
Overall, however, the impacts will be minor because of the lew 
intensity land use prescription for this area eis stated in the CDCA 
Plan. 

4. Impact on Vehicle Dependant Recreation Opportunities; Itiere are no 
existing routes of travel within the suitable units. Increases in 
off-hi^iway vehicle dependant recreation are anticipated in the 
nonsuitable area of the WSA due to its proximity to rapidly 
ej^panding urban populations. 

5. Impact on Cultural Resources; The identified cultural resource 
values in the nonsuitable portion of the WSA will be susceptible to 
vandalism due to anticipated increases in off-highway vehicle use. 

6. Impact on Livestock Management: Overall management of the 
Rattlesnake Canyon Grazing Allotment will not be adversely impacted 
by wilderness designation of the suitable units. Opportunities will 
continue to be available for maintenance, and development of new 
range improvements, to better manage the grazing in the nonsuitable 
portion. 

7. Impact on Future Utility Corridor Develocment; The WSA is within a 
planned utility corridor (1990-2020) as identified in the Western 
Regional Corridor Study (1980) for the State of California. Ihe 
corridor itself is located east of the southern recommended suitable 
unit. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No loccd socicil or economic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this tcpic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all biases in the develcpment 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during develcpment 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The following is a 
surnma2:y of cill comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
cire noted in parentheses. 
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1. Inventory Hiase: A variety of cxxnments was received on WSA 217. 

Many recognized the natuicil values noted in the findings. Several 

pointed out ongoing uses and private lands v»^ch have new been 

excluded fron the WSA. 

2. Study Fhase: Of 61 letters received on this area, 40 o|posed 

wilderness designation. Most were concerned with existing 

recreation and with factors which detract from wilderness quality. 

Si^ts and sounds mentioned were mines, range facilities, aircraft 

overfli^ts, motorized vehicle use, and wells. Ihere was general 

desire to continue recreation, such cis land sailing, canping, 

photogre^y, roddiounding, and motorized vehicle use. The area was 

felt to be excellent for OHV events and for winter recreation. 

Access for the elderly and handicapped was needed as was access for 

mineral ejqjloration and development. Minersils potential included 

lead, silver, gold, and tungsten. 

Preponents of wilderness status for this WSA frequently mentioned 

the contiguity of this area with PARE II lands as a positive factor. 

Wildlife and vegetation vhich would gain protection from wilderness 

status were the legless lizard, the tree frog, the red diamondback 

rattlesnake, deer, bear, pinyons, junipers, yucca, Joshua trees, and 

Monardella rt±>isonii. The area's transitional character from desert 

to mountain was seen by several respondents as a unique ecosystem 

worth protecting. Ihe short distance frem major urban centers was 

also seen as a reason for needing wilderness in this location. 

Preservation of air quality and scenic resources was urged. Special 

features vhich would benefit from wilderness designation were the 

following: air quality; scenic quality; opportunities for 

geologic, educational, and primitive recreation; wildlife, 

including the legless lizard, the tree frog, red diamondback 

rattlesnake, deer, and bear; vegetation, including pinyons, 

junipers, Joshua trees, yucca, and Monardella rdbisonii; and the 

unique ecosystem provided by the rapid transition from desert to 

mountain (San Bemardino/San Gabriel Mountain system.) Features 

whioh contribute to the aiprxpriateness of wilderness status for 

this area were the contiguity to RARE II lands and the nearness to a 

major urban center. Boundary alterations were suggested. One 

letter suggested consolidating land holdings in WSAs 217, 217A 218, 

and 218A. One requested exclusion of a road for ranching needs. 

Mary relies were received in response to the Public Irput Workbook 

(3/15/79.) Seme were opposed to wilderness classification because 

the area is inpacted by existing mines and roads and because of the 

nation's need for strategic minerals. One comment was neutral if 

private property could be excluded from the study area. Some 

comments favored wilderness. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives: There were a wide range of comments 

applying to WSA 217. Members of the National CXitdoor Coaliticxi 

(NOG), a ooaliticxi of mining, rockhounding, and CHV groips, sent 

many coupons and letters sipporting NOC's pxDsition to designate this 

cirea Class "M," unsuitable for wilderness. Conservation-oriented 
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and their many supporters favored wilderness status. The 

Coachella Water District exposed any action vhich mi^t interfere 

with the ocxTstruction of an aqueduct vhich would pass near this area 

cis it tran^xjrts water from the California Water Project to the 

Coachella Valley. One letter requested deletion of the material 

site in T. 2N, R. 5E., Section 21. 

4. Proposed Plan: Ccxnments and positions of special interest grex^® 

were similar to those described above. 

5. 1982 Plan Amendments: TWo proposals were made to change the 

suitability recxxnmenc3ations in two different portions of the WSA. 

Both amendments were acxo^jted. 

The first was to change the ctrea east of Rattlesnake Canyon from 

suitable to ncaisuitable, Class "L.” The rationale was that new 

information had cxxne to li^t on existing vehicle routes and mining 

claims within this part of the WSA, vhich would maJee it difficult to 

manage as wilderness. 

Of the 161 respondents to the Draft Environmentcil Impact Statement 

CXI this amendment, 151 were in composition, nine were in favor, and 

one was neutral. One organization suggested establishing an ACEC to 

protect a rare plant Eriaeron parishii, cxiltural resources, and 

areas vcLLued by Native Americans. 

Opponents emphasized the need for a wilderness area with easy acxess 

from a major population center, the superiority of the area for 

primitive recreation, the need for protection of several rare 

plants, including Eriaeron parishii. and the need for protection of 

bi<^om sh€i^ and the endangered mountain lion. They claimed that 

vehicle trails were unc3btrusive and that there was little eJamage 

from mining. Among the opponents were 15 organizations and two 

governmental agencies. The Planning D^jartment of San Bernardino 

County recommended deferring the amendment until mineral studies 

were complete and until route designation had been done in the cirea. 

The Resources Agency of the State of California mentioned the need 

for protection of the bi^om and the proximity to a large urban 

area. 

Proponents of the amendment included four organizations, one of 

vhich agreed that wilderness areas should be relatively free of 

long-lasting human disturbances said to exist in this area. Other 

groups gave no rationale for their positions. 

The Final EIS elicited six additional responses, cill of vhich 

opposed the amendment. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service stated 

that the change would be detrimental to bighorn she^ and rare 

plants. 

The second amendment proposed for WSA 217 was to change the 

recommendation on the Bi^om Mountain portion from nonsuitable 

(Class ”L”) to suitable. The rationcile was that this cirea possesses 
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exc^TticMial cpportunities for solitude and primitive recreaticn, 

v^cii cire particulcirly iiiportant so close to a major urban area. 

The area contains no mining claims or routes of travel. 

Twenty-seven re^»nses were received on the Draft KES, 19 in favor, 

seven opposed, and one neutral. Reasons given for ^jproval were 

excellent recreational qpportunities, hi^ scenic Vcilues, 

interesting plant and animal ccrarnunities, and the lack of management 

conflicts or other problems as wilderness. The BIM was corplimented 

for proposii^ wilderness status for this area vbich was passed over 

in the initial plan. Prc^nents included six organizaticHis and one 

govemmentcil agency. The County of San Bernardino Planning 

D^artment offered to work with the BIM in defining the most 

suitable boundaries and areas for wilderness designation and land 
exchange. 

Opponents included five organizations. One group said the area has 

cilready been degraded and is in close proximity to major 

metropolitan areas. Another said the area was already protected as 
Class ”L.” 

The Final EIS received only three ccmranents, two in favor and one 

against the proposal. Reasons given were the same as those listed 
above. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

BIGHORN MOUNTAINS WSA (CDCA-217) 

LEGAL 

DESCRIPTION NUMBER 

PARCEL TOTAL OF 

No. TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN ACREAGE OWNERS 

1 2N. 3E. 3 SBM 365 1 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

PRESENTLY PREFERRED 

SURFACE SUBSURFACE PROPOSED FOR METHOD OF 

ESTATE ESTATE ACOUISITION ACOUISITION 

PRIVATE PRIVATE YES EXCHANGE 

I 
! 

I 

I 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LAND PROCESSING 

COSTS COSTS 

($1000) ($1000) 

N/A 4.0 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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M^RCMOQ wrrnRRNFss fgropy area (wea) 

(CX)CA-218) 

1. THE STUDY AREA - 6,410 acres 

The Mormgo WSA is located in San Bernardino County along the west-central 
edge of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The sprawling rural 
ccnimunity of Morcaigo Vcilley abuts the southern border of the WSA. The WSA 
includes 6,410 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of 
land Management (BEM) (see M^ 1 and Table 1). 

The northern boundary of the WSA follows section lines that exclude private 
land. Little Morongo Cre^ forms the eastern boundary. The southern 
boundary zigs and zags cilong the edge of private land at the base of the 
mountains. Big Morongo Canyon road and section lines comprise the western 
boundary. 

The study cirea is part of the eastern sl(^5e of the San Bernardino 
Mountains. Tc^xjgraphy ranges from lew, rolling foothills near the 
community of Morongo Valley to ste^, rugged mountains in the western 
portion of the WSA. Elevations range from 3,200 to 6,300 feet. Several 
de^ly incised canyons, notably Smith Canyon, cut into the east facing 
mountainous flank of the WSA; many canyons contain wrings, se^js, and 
small perennicil creeks. Despite its small size, the WSA contains diverse 
vegetation. lower elevations are characterized by gradual sloping drainages 
lined with creosote bush, cheesebush, and scattered Mdiave yuccas and desert 
willows. Hi^er elevations have a pr^»nderanoe of rabfcitbrush along the 
canyon bottoms v^ch is gradually r^laced by pinyon-juniper woodland on 
adjacent hillsides. Springs or seeps are surrounded by dense clumps of 
desert willow. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Fined Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECCMMENDATIC^ AND RATTONATF - 6,410 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

0 BIM acres 
recommended for 
nonwildemess 

All wilderness is the recommendation for the Morongo WSA. The HEM 
recommends that 6,410 acres be included in the National Wilderness 
Preservation Syst^ (NWPS). In addition to the Federal acreage recommended 
for wilderness, BEM recommends that 1,280 acres of private land, not within 
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the WSA bcundary, be acxjuired thou^ exchange or purchase and designated as 
wilderness. With acjquisition of these pciroels a total of 7690 acres are 
reocinrnended for wilderness. The original narrative of the WSA inventory 
indicates that these parcels are in a naturcil ocaidition, unaffected by the 
signs of inan. Hcwever, because of an administrative error, they were not 
included within the WSA boundary, ^ipendix 1 provides additioneJ. 
informaticxi cxi the acquisition of this private land. 

All wilderness is the bcilanoed alternative and the environmentally 
preferable alternative, as outlined in the COCA Plan and further eaqjlained 
in the California Wilderness Study Overview. 

The entire WSA exenplifies the quality described for criteria in Section 
2(c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964. The cirea ccxitains a primitive landscape 
that is free of permanent improvements and human intrusions. Outstanding 
opportunities for primitive and unoonfined types of recreation are available 
vhich include backpacking trips, day hiking, the study of rapid transitional 
changes frcm desert to mountain ecotonal zcxies, and photogr^hing unique 
spring and watershed habitat. Opportunities for solitude are outstanding 
and supported by the maze of de^, narrow canyons branching from Smith 
Canycai. Vegetational diversity, and the other diverse topographical 
features throu^out the WSA also enhances the feeling of solitude. No 
routes of travel have been identified within the WSA. 

The scenery of the area is siperb. Significant vcdues inclixie a unique 
color ocaTtrast of bri^t green riparian vegetaticn with ritAons of water 
cutting throu^ tan, soil-covered hills that contain a scattered pinyon- 
juniper woodland and Mohave yucca. Steep, rugged mountains add to this 
unique contrast. 

Extensive cultural resource values are thou^t to exist within the WSA. A 
small herd of desert bi^om sheep also inhabit the area. All of this 
provides a spectacular backdrqp for the ccmraunity of Morongo VEdley. 

There are no identified manageability issues with the exc^jtion of boundary 
demarkation and enforcement. The western OTie-third of the WSA is within the 
Whitewater Grazing Allotment. The three grandfathered range inprovements 
within the WSA are maintained on horseback. Only a snail portion of the WSA 
contains mineral Vcilues at the moderate or hi^ potential levels. The 
^parent lack of locatable mineral interest in the area is supported by the 
fact that the entire WSA is encumbered with only one mining claim. The 
entire WSA is public land. 

Two sections of private land not within the WSA boundary are reccxnmended for 
acquisition and designation as wilderness. Aoquisiticxi of these sections 
will result in BIM control of a ccmplete watershed in the northern portion 
of the WSA. The watershed contains significant hydrologic, wildlife, and 
recreation resources. 

2 





TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 6,410 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Total 6,410 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 6,410 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 6,410 

Inholdings^ 

State 0 
Private 0 

Private land outside of WSA Boundary 
Recommended for acquisition and 
designation as Wilderness 1,280 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 0 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Toted BIM Lands Not Recommended for Wilderness 0 

^ ^jpendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate tracts included within the study. For purposes of this r^x5rt, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this r^xart by 
the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. ^TOATiaiS CRITERIA (mSIDERED TN nRVFT OPING TOE WIIDERNESS R 

A. Wilderness C3iaracteristics 

1. Naturalness; Ihe WSA is undisturbed by man and affected primeirily 
by the forces of nature. Hcwever, rural family hones abut the 
entire southern border. Existing range iroprovements do not detract 
from the scenic beauty and ^lendor of the area. 

2. Solitude; The maze of side canyois in Smith Canyon and the 
diversity of topogrc^y and vegetation provide opportunities for 
visitors to find solitude by screening themselves from other 
visitors and other human si^ts and sounds. 

This WSA is periodically overflown lay military aircraft as part of 
the national defense missicxi taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude viiich 
are deemed necessary and aoc^table as a part of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uhconfined Recreation; Opportunities are outstanding 
for primitive recreation. They include bacl^cking, day hiking, 
horseback riding, nature study, photograj^y, and hunting. An 
additional opportunity could be made available by construction of an 
access trail from the WSA to the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail 
(PCT). This trail is only 4 miles west of the WSA and development 
of such an access trail would provide wilderness users a trail 
network for extended backpacking trips from Morongo to the PCT, San 
Gorgonio Wilderness, and other primitive destinations. 

4. Special Features; Morongo WSA is distinctive because of its 
ecologiccil transition zones. The diversity of habitat sipports a 
wide variety of flora and fauna. Ihe WSA is within the range of a 
herd of ^proximately 15 desert bi^om ^e^. Ihis species is 
considered BIM "sensitive.” 

B. Di\arsitv in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; Ihis WSA contains 6,410 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bu^ ecosystem. Ihe Morongo WSA is one of 
many WSAs within the COCA that best r^resent the spectaculcir 
scenery, varied ecosystems, biological and geological features, and 
outstanding wilderness present in the California Desert. Ihe flora 
and fauna in the WSA are particularly diverse because the WSA is 
within a rapid transitional zone between desert and mountain 
ecotones. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentatiai 

Bailey-Kuchler 
ClassificatiOTi 
I>3r[eirv^Prc>vinoe/FtJV 

NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
areas acres areas acres 

mncmiDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 

CAUFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 

117 4,261,499 

88 3,647,695 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers: The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ei^t major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and BIM study arecis within a five-hour drive of the 
population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpulation Centers 

Pc^xilation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa Bcirbara-Santa Maria-Irxnpoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Visal ia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

3. Balancing the geograihic distribution of wilderness areas: The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of six BIM WSAs reccnimended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is San Gorgonio 
Wilderness, administered by the San Bernardino National Forest, six 
miles west of the WSA. 
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C. Manageability 

The Morongo WSA is easily manageable as wilderness. There are no 
existing routes of travel within the WSA. Demarcatiai and enforcement 
of the southern boundciry will, hc^^ever, require specicil attention 
because it abuts subdivided private land in Morengo Valley. 

The existing hi^ quality wilderness could be further supplemented by 
taking the following management action on public and private land 
outside of the WSA boundaries. Acquisiticxi of T. 1 N., R. 3 E • ^ 1500 • 
36 and T. IN., R.4 E., sec. 31 will protect a watershed that contains 
significant wilderness values. Currently caily the first mile of this 
important canyon is within the WSA. These parcels are primarily 
affected by the forces of nature with the imprints of man's work 
substantially unnoticeable. 

The Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail is located approximately four 
miles west of the WSA. An access trail could be constructed joining the 
two, maximizing the unique recreational cpportunities that both offer. 
Purchase or exchange of private land and/or acquisiticxi of ri^ts-of-way 
would have to be completed prior to construction of an access trail. 
The resultant benefits would complement both the PCT and the recommended 
suitable WSA. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of information known at the time of the preliminary 
suitability recommendation; The Morongo WSA (CDCA-218) is located 
in the BIM Morongo Vcilley Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) Resource 
Area (GRA). BUM G-E-M data in the wilderness section of the Desert 
Plan EIS (Volume B, Appendix III) in 1980 indicated that data for 
the WSA had not been fully analyzed, integrated, and interpreted. 
However, the EIS did state that there were no known mineral 
occurrences within this WSA. On the east side of the Pip)er Canyon 
Fault, vMoh forms the eastern boundary of the WSA, an adit had been 
dug a long time ago on a vein containing silver and ccpper minerals. 
This typ3e of mineralization could continue into WSA 218. The EIS 
stated that there was insufficient data to accurately determine the 
px>tential, but it is doubtful v^ether an economic d^xDsit will be 
found within the WSA. The Morongo Valley GRA file in 1980 indicated 
no mining claims recorded in the WSA cis of December 12, 1979. 

The 1980 GRA files cilso indicated that the WSA had low potenticil for 
the occurrence of metallic minerals and oil and gas, and that data 
was insufficient to classify the WSA (unknown pxDtential) for 
nonmetallic minerals, common mineral matericils (sand and gravel), 
radioactive minerals, and geothermal resources. 
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The WSA was not within any areas classified as prospectively 
valuable by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) in 1978 for sodium, 
oil and gas, or geothermal rescuroes. 

2. Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected since the 
preliminary suitability recommendation vhich should be considered in 
the final recommendation: USGS and the U.S. Bureau of Mines (BOl) 
cx»xJucted a mineral survey of the WSA during the period 1983 and 
1984. The results of the BCM survey were published in 1984 in an 
open file r^)ort MIA 29-84. No mines, prospecte, leases, or mining 
claims were found in the WSA (refer to update in table below). The 
report concluded that there were no known mineral d^x>sits within 
the study area boundaries at the time of the survey. The BOl r^rt 
identified no energy resources in the WSA. 

The joint r^»rt prepared by USGS and BOM was published in 1987 as 
USGS Bulletin 1710-B. The r^»rt concluded that the north central 
and eastern portion of the WSA has a moderate potential for the 
occurrence of silver, lead, tungsten, and tin (refer to 
acxxxrpanying map). A lew potential classification for silver, lead, 
tungsten, uranium, thorium, rare earths, geothermal, marble, sand 
and gravel, oil and gas, and tin was assigned to the remaining 
portion of the WSA by USGS and BCM. This classification was based 
on similar geology to known d^xasits near the WSA (Pierce Ranch 
deposit identified in the BLM 1980 EIS) and geochemical anomalies 
for the above elements in their saitples. 

Sand and gravel in the area was said to be suitable for many types 
of construction uses, but similar and larger deposits outside the 
WSA are closer to markets. 

The WSA is approximately six miles northwest from the Morongo gold 
mining district (Clark, W.B., 1970, Gold districts of Califorma. 
Cal. Div. Mines and Geol. Bulletin 170, pg. 174). Gold in this 
district was develcped from narrow veins containing free gold, 
sulfides, and tungsten (scheelite) in Mesozoic granitic and 
metamorphosed Paleozoic sedimentciry rocks. The geology of the WSA 
is similar to the Morongo gold district. Based on similar geology 
with known mineral d^xosits, the area is considered as having a low 
potential for occurrence of gold and tungsten minerals. 

No plans of operations have been filed within the WSA as of 
Decentoer, 1987. No lorpatenbed mining claims have been located in 
the WSA according to BIM records dated December, 1987. 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Existing hi^ quality wilderness 
Vcilues will be maintained throui^out the WSA. Currently there is 
only one mining claim so there is little likelihood for the 
develc^xnent of any valid, existing mineral ri^ts. 
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2. Impact on Locatable Minerals; Opportunities for ejqjloraticMi and 
development of minerals will be virtually nonexistent after 
designation. Hcwever, locatable minercil development potenticd 
appears low. 

3. Impact on Desert Bicdiom Sheet Habitat; The WSA contains habitat 
used by a resident herd of desert bi^om sheep. The habitat will 
receive permanent protection from activities that edter the naturcil 
environment. 

4. Impact on Cultural Resources: Althoo^ a thorou^ survey has not 
been completed, wilderness designation will minimize the likelihood 
of inadvertent destruction of any resources. A sli^t negative 
iitpact will result to scientific inquiry since designation restricts 
the use of motorized vehicles and mechanized equipment. 

5. Impact on Livestock Management: Existing management of the 
Whitewater Grazing Allotment will not be adversely impacted. 
Maintenance of grandfathered range improvements will be subject to 
reasonable restrictions to assure that wilderness values are not 
negatively impacted. Opportunities for development of new 
improvements will be limited. 

F. local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economdc considerations were identified in the COCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this tcpic will occur 
in this document. 

t 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public ocmiments were solicited throu^out cill phases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Prxposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
cire noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Fhase; Public comment was overwhelmingly in favor of 
wildcjmess status for the entire roadless area due to outstanding 
ecological values, the great potenticd for primitive recreation, and 
the proximity to both PARE II and existing wilderness land. Many 
respondents noted the land ownership problem. 

9 



Ranch Springs 

l^rtowi 

Chaparrosa^ 
Spring 

Qanyon, 
Water 

Ranch 

^Spring 

Sherman 

V a£/?A/>l 

SAN B&iiNARD 

SI&HjC RIVER 

INDIAN 

1 s 
2S 

R4E R5E R4E R3E 

Explanation 

NONE 

Recommended for 
Wilderness 
Recommended for 
Non Wilderness 

Land outside WSA 
Recommended for 
Wilderness 
Split Estate 

State 

Private 

High Potenial for the 
Occurrence of Energy and/or 
Non-energy Minerals 

Moderate Potential for the 
Occurrence of Energy and/or 
Non-energy Minerals 

Moderate Mineral Potential 
Location in a High Mineral 
Potential Area 

High Mineral Potential 
Location in a Moderate Mineral 
Potential Area 

Commodity Symbols 
AQ Silver 

Pb Lead 

Sn Tin 

W Tungsten 

Morongo 
Mineral Resource Potential MILES 

MAP-2 
CDCA-218 



2. Study Phase; Twenty-ei^t letters were received cai this WSA. 
IVenty-five favored a wilderness designaticai. Most of the letters 
addressed cirecis vhich were eventually excluded from the WSA because 
of a land cwnership problem. These arecis were west of the present 
WSA 218 to the USDA Forest Service boundary and south to WSA 218A, 
Whitewater Canyon. This general area was contiguous with USDA 
Forest Service RARE II and wilderness lands in the San Gorgonio 
Mountains. Many respondents believed that this checkerboard BIM 
land should be added to the total roadless area and requested that 
land acquisitioi or exchange be studied. Features \^ch were said 
to contribute to the area's wilderness potential were its excellent 
scenic quality, interesting wildlife, including bear, deer, bobcats, 
raccocns, birds, legless lizards, tree frogs, the red diamond-back 
rattlesnake, granite ^iny lizard, and rock lizards, and 
outstanding hi^ ciesert flora vhicii ranges from Jo^ua tree forests 
to pinyons and junipers. Natural springs provicie a unique 
watershed habitat that many felt hei^tened the area's wilderness 
potentiaLL. A teaciier of archaeology stated that the land is very 
rich in Indian artifacts and is a "gold mine for archaeological 
stu(3y.'' The proximity of the Pacific Crest Trail was cxDnsidered to 
improve the area's wilderness potenticil. 

The three letters exposing wilderness designation menticHied the 
large amount of non-public land in this area. These lands have 
subsequently been excluded. One respondent said that the values of 
this area were not sufficient for wilderness and that other 
recreational uses should be allowed. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few cxraments specific to this WSA were 
received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, this 
WSA was one of a large number epposed by the National CXitdcx>r 
Coalition (NCX:), a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-road 
vehicle groeps. This organization distributed its cwn map for the 
CDCA, shewing alternative land use classifications for the entire 
desert. They recxxnmended no multiple use designation for WSA 218 
and the checkerboard land to the west. Many club members submitted 
letters or eexpons in support of the NCX! reexmnendations. 
The Sierra Club, the Audubon Sex^iety, and the Wilderness Sex^iety 
recommended a wilderness designation for the area of consolidated 
public lands vhich is new WSA 218 and a designation of Class L 
(limited use) for the surirounding checkerboard area. This Class L 
recommendation was partly in agreement with all of the ciltematives 
and was supported by many letters from other organizations and 
individuals. 

4. Proposed Plan; There were practically no specific comments for this 
particular WSA in response to the Preposed Plan. Motorized vehicle 
groips and the conservation organizations maintained the same 
positions stated for the Draft Plan Alternatives. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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5. 1982 Plan Amendment; This amendment changed the wilderness 
recxximendaticai for this WSA from nonsuitable to suit^le. Fifty- 
nine comments were received in re^»nse to the Draft Envirconental 
Iirpact Statement for the Amendment. Fifty-six favored the 
amendment. Supporting reasons included: 

- Wilderness ctreas close to urban areas can be protected from 
overuse by requiring permits for entry for recreation purposes. 

- This amendment would correct an apparent error in the 1980 CDCA 
Plan. Available data indicate that the original intent was to 
recommend the area as suitable. 

- This area has no minerals resources and no land ownership 
conflicts, and it enjoys public stpport for wilderness 
designation. 

- The area has outstanding wilderness, cultural and wildlife values. 
- Excellent recreational opportunities, hi^ scenic Vcilues, and 

interesting plant and animsil communities occur in the area. 
- Wilderness designation would cause no management problems. 
- This area should have been picked up in the initicil Plan, and BIM 

staff should be commended for proposing it now. 

The California Resources Agency stated that this amendment would 
correort an appajrent error in the 1980 Plan, the intent of vhioh was 
to recxanmend the area as suitable. Also, the area has no mineral 
resources, no land ownership conflicts, and enjoys public supports 
for wilderness designation. 

The single reason given by an exponent to the amendment was that a 
Class L designation would be sufficient for this cu:ea. 

Only five comments were received on the Final EIS on the Plan 
Amendments, four in favor of the amendment and one opposed. The one 
opponent mentioned that this is part of the old Morongo Mining 
District. Wilderness proponents stated that this area is excellent 
for education and that Class L would not be adequate for protection 
of the area. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

MORONGO WSA (CDCA-218) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LEGAL 

DESCRIPTION NUMBER PRESENTLY PREFERRED LAND PROCESSING 

PARCEL TOTAL OF SURFACE SUBSURFACE PROPOSED FOR METHOD OF COSTS COSTS 

No. TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN ACREAGE OWNERS ESTATE ESTATE ACOUISITION ACOUISITION (SIOOO) ($1000) 

1 IN. 3E. 36 SBM 640 UNKNOWN PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 96.0 2.5 

2 IN. 4E. 31 SBM 640 UNKNOWN PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 96.0 2.5 

I 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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wnnEWKiER wrrrrawESS stoey area fwsAi 

(CDCA-218A) 

1. THE STODY AREA- 14,487 acres 

The Whitewater WSA spans the boundary of Riverside and San Bernardino 
Counties in the western portion of the California Desert Conservation Area 
(CDCA), about ten miles northwest of Palm Springs. The WSA includes 13,876 
acres of land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BIM) and 611 
acres of private ihholdings consisting of seven parcels (see Map 1 and Table 

1). 
The WSA is bounded on the north by the T Cross K ranch road and private 
land until it meets the San Bernardino National Forest to the west. 
Heading south, the western boundary is formed by the San Bernardino 
National Forest. To the south, the boundary follows section lines and a 
dirt road. Then trending northeast, the boundary on the east follows the 
tqpography of the mountain-wash interface and private lands until it again 
meets the T Cross K road. 

Within the Whitewater WSA the terrain is extremely rugged and varies 
between 2300' in Whitewater Canyon near Rainbow Randho to 5500' in the 
peaks overlooking the northern end of Stxjibbe Canyon. Because of this 
elevation gradient, the area reflects a unique transition between desert, 
coastal and mountain environments and it supports vegetation r^resentative 
of each. At the lower elevations, vegetation associated with creosote bush 
scrub is found, v^le on the hi^er slcpes, it gives way to chaparral-type 
vegetation. Farther up, at the hi^er elevations, California juniper and 
Pinyon pine complete the sequence. 

^proximately 60% of the Whitewater WSA is overlapped by the Whitewater 
Canyon Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). This ACEC, extending 
into the northern and eastern portions of the WSA, was designated in the 
Ccilifomia Desert Plan in 1980 in recognition of its important wildlife and 
Native American resource values vhich require special management attention. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act, (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed by the Draft and 
Final Environmental Im^ct Statements (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, talanced, and no action; a summary of the WSA's wilderness Vcilues was 
included in i^pendix III of the Fined EIS. 

As a result of public comments received in the study'phase of the CDCA Plan, 
a 130-acre tract, which was not included in the original recommendation, has 
been included in the study process under authority granted in Section 202 of 
FLFMA and is recommended for wilderness designation. This traert is shewn on 
Map 1. 
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2. REOCMffiNDAnON AND RATKmLE 11,169 

2,707 

acres recommended for 
wilderness 
BIM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 

Particil wilderness (80% suitable) is the recommendation for this WSA. The 
11,169 acres recommended for wilderness designaticHi and the 2,707 acres 
recommended as ncxisuitable are shewn cai the Whitewater WSA Map (M^ 1). An 
additioncLL 130-acre tract outside the Wilderness Study Area is clLso 

recommended as suitable for wilderness designation. The 2,707 acres in the 
WSA recommended non-suitable cire released for uses other than wilderness. 
This recommendation for wilderness will further ^3ply to any additional 
inholding acreage acquired throu^ purchase or exchange with willing owners 
within the recommended area. All inholdings are listed in Appendix I. This 
recommendation will be implemented in a manner v^ch will use all practical 
means to avoid or minimize environmentcil impacts. 

The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally-preferable alternative as 
outlined in the California Desert Conservation Area Plan and further 
e^qjlained in the California Wilderness Study Overview. 

The portion of this WSA, endorsed for inclusion in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System (NWPS), is recommended for the following reasons: 
(1) the area possesses wilderness values vhich far exceed the criteria 
specified in Section 2 (c) of the Wilderness Act of 1964; (2) because it is 
situated in a transition zone between three distinct environments, it 
contains outstanding ecological diversity; (3) the area contains numerous 
special features and (4) conflicts between wilderness values and other 
resource Vcilues are low. Because of these irrportant factors, preservation 
of this area as wilderness outwei^is any alternative uses of the area. 

The wilderness values of the suitable area are exerrplary. Throu^out this 
area, the forces of nature have been the primary influence. Here, solitude 
and primitive and unconfined types of recreaticxi are outstanding. The area 
is c^iable of providing a degree of chcLLlenge to anyone interested in 
primitive recreation, regardless of experience or physical condition. 
Because wilderness values are so significant, the suitability recommendation 
will preclude any further vehicular use of ^proximately two miles of 
primitive access routes of travel. 

The suitable area is remarkable for it's diverse tc^xDgrajhy, wildlife and 
vegetation. Ecologically, this area lies across a transition zone where the 
Mojave and Sonoran Deserts overlap with coastal habitats. Year-round water 
supplied by the Whitewater River and Mission Creek provide an additional 
riparian ecosystem, uncommon in this desert region. These components 
combine to create a wide array of habitat types supporting an assortment of 
plant and animal species. 

A variety of special features are present within the suitable area. A brief 
list of these features includes unusual wildlife, spectacular scenic vistas, 
and areas of important Native American significance. These features were 
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significant enou^ to warrant the designaticai of much of the area as an 
ACEC. A more detailed discussion of ^>ecial features is given in the 
Wilderness Characteristics Section. 

Within the suitable cirea, conflicts with other resources are limited. A 
portion of the area supports a cattle grazing allotment vhich, as a 
grandfathered use, will continue. The grazing cillotment overlaps 
^proximately 5000 acres. The area is also used by Cahuilla and Serrano 
Native Americans for collection and hunting activities. Wilderness 
designaticxi could conflict with these activities by limiting access and 
precluding the use of mechanized equipment. However, these impacts are not 
expected to be significant based on past activities and use levels. Lastly, 
within the suitable area, three mining claims have been located. These 
claims, covering only 80 acres, have only been worked sporadically, usually 
cxily a minimcil amount each year to satisfy assessment criteria. 

The southern portion of the WSA is reccmmended nonsuitable, because 
wilderness values are less striking, management is conplicated by large 
parcels of private land, and this cu:ea has potential for wind energy 
develc^ment. Management guidelines for those areas not reccmmended for 
designation will be implemented using all practical means to avoid or 
mitigate environmental impact. 

In this nonsuitable area, wilderness values are impacted by outside si<^ts 
and sounds of wind energy turbines. These structures, vbich tcwer over the 
natural features, are visible for close to a mile within the WSA, degrading 
the area*s sense of solitude and naturalness. The nonsuitable area contains 
three large areas of private inholdings vbich, unlike the small private area 
in the suitable portion, would create management problems. These private 
parcels have excellent develcpment potential for wind energy projects or for 
residential or industrial developments. Should this occur, management of 
the surrounding area to maintain wilderness values would not be possible. 
These issues are justification for recommending these 2,707 acres for 
nondesignation. 
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TABIE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 13,876 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Iriholdings 
State 0 
Private 611 

Total 14,487 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 11,039 
BIM (outside WSA) 130 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Pecommended for Wilderness 11,169 

Ihholdings^ 
State 0 
Private 213 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 2,707 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Totad BIM Land Not Reconimended for Wilderness 2,707 

^ i^ipendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate tracts included within the study. For purposes of this report, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surface 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). Lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this report by 
the owner of the surface estate. 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVEIDPING THE WIIDERNESS R 

A. Wilderness Charac±eristics 

1. Naturalness: The forces of nature that created this WSA continue to 
be the area's primary influence. Overall, the area exhibits a 
primitive character. For the most part, it is insulated from the 
effects of nearby man-made features such as hcannesteads, utilities 
and hi^Tways by both vegetation and terrain. A few private 
inholdings are found within the suitably recommended area 
boundaries, however, this area gener^ly reflects a primitive 
environment vhere man's imprint is substantially unnoticeable. In 
the WSA's nonsuitable portion, there is seme evidence of old 
abandoned mines, indistinct routes and traces of ranching 
operations, but these remnants of past activity are insignificant. 
The WSA's proximity to other popular recreation areas has diverted 
substantial recreational use away from the WSA. This fact, in 
addition to the rugged terrain and lack of easy access into the 
area's interior accounts for the naturalness of the area. 

2. Solitude: Ihe Whitewater WSA provides visitors with abundant 
opportunities for solitude. The suitable area is ccwpletely 
isolated from external disruptions by the buffers created by the 
rugged terrain and the extensive wilderness area in the San 
Bernardino National Forest. Internally, the study area is diverse. 
Pockets of insulation, formed by the terrain, provide users with a 
sense of remoteness seldom found in this busy area. Ste^)-walled 
canyons, large rock outcrc^, rolling terrain, and vegetation, that 
is, in many cases, tall and dense, ensure a sense of seclusion and 
solitude. This feeling is enhanced by the spectacular views of vast 
valleys and majestic mountains that can be seen from hi^ points 
within the WSA. 

In the nonsuitable portion, however, the intruding si^t of wind 
turbines detracts from the feeling of aloneness. The wind turbines, 
many standing taller than 100', are visible for long distances. The 
distraction they cause is compounded by the ceaseless motion of 
their vhirling rotors. The nonsuitable area immediately adjacent to 
this develc^iment is also affected by the turbine's sounds, a low^ 
frequency vhir. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the nationeil defense mission taking place in afproved military 
c^)erating cireas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude which 
are deemed necessary and acc^jtable cis a part of the defense 
pr^aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The recently corpleted section 
of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail, constructed to blend in 
with the natural terrain, provides hikers with a rugged route 
throu^ seme of the most unspoiled landscapes in southern 
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Ccilifomia. Ihis trail provides access for hiking, backpacking, 

horseback riding, photogr^iiy, painting, nature study and many other 

forms of primitive recreation. Because of its diverse landforms and 

ecosystems, the area is capable of providing a degree of challenge 

to anyone interested in primitive recreation regardless of 

experience or physical condition. Local schools, colleges and 

universities use the corea regularly for teaching and research. 

Hunting pressure for quail, chukar, deer and bear is li^t. The 

Whitewater WSA contains only natural barriers to irtpede visitors' 

movement. Ihere are no man-made obstructions of any type that would 

restrict activities. Recreation within the area is unconfined. 

Unrestricted views across the Coachella Valley and of the San 

Bernardino and San Jacinto ranges augment the sense of freedcm and 

spaciousness. Within the nonsuitable area, primitive and unconfined 

recreation is limited by the proximity of wind energy developments. 

4. Specictl Features; The Whitewater WSA is also designated as an Area 

of Critical Environmental Concern because of its iirportant wildlife, 

vegetation and Native American resource values. 

Historically, the area has had special appeal to scientists and 

research groips because it is located in a transitional zone vhere 

the Mojave and Sonoran deserts overly with coastal habitats. This 

transitional ecotone can be seen in the diversity of both animal and 

plant life. Riparian vegetation consisting of cottonwood and 

willcw are found in Cottonwood Canyon, Whitewater Canyon and cilong 

Mission Creek. 

The curea supports a wide variety of mammals and reptiles. A large 

herd of bi^om ^e^, a BUM sensitive species, use large portions 

of the study area as winter range. Black bear are occasionally 

sifted on the slopes, and scattered sites throu^out the WSA 

support significant bird pcpulations. Whitewater Canyon is located 

in a major bird migration corridor. The numerous riparian areas in 

the canyon etre heavily utilized during the spring and fall, 

particularly by migrating son^irds. The Canyon cilsc supports a 

strong breeding pcpulation of raptors, including prairie falcon, 

golden eagle and red-tailed hawk. 

The study area provides a unique cpportunity to study aspects of 

biology such as isolation, speciation, and intergradation. Several 

species of r^ytiles found here, such as the banded gecko, glossy 

snaJce and gcpher snake esdiibit morphologiccil characteristics of both 

desert and coastal variations, an example of intergradation. 

Whitewater canyon cilso marks the range boundary for several species. 

The Whitewater River afpears to be the factor isolating two 

subspecies of oollard lizards (Crotarhvtus insular is vestigium and 

C. i. bicinctores) vhich some investigators feel warrant s^>arate 

species status. 
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A porticMi of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail passes throng 
the western portion of the WSA. This trail opens up the interior of 
the Whitewater area and provides challenging recreational 
experiences to day hikers or backpackers. 

The Whitewater area is of general significance to Cahuilla pecples, 
containii^ agave collecticHi arecis, trails, oca^ation sites and 
ritual sites. The area is distinctive in its concentration of 
resources important to Native Americans. A historic Indian village 
is located in the northern portion of the area. Cahuilla people 
lived in the area until the 1930's. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented by ecosystems: This WSA contains 13,876 acres of the 
California Chaparral/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystem. Whitewater 
Canyon and the surrounding area have special significance because 
they are situated in an ecotone vhere the Mojave and the Sonoran 
deserts overly with coastal habitats. The blending of different 
climatic influences has created a diverse, and in seme cases, an 
unusual flora and fauna. Variability in elevation, terrain and 
water availability also contribute to diverse plant and animal life 
found in the canyon. The area may serve as a prime location for the 
study of such aspects of biology as isolation, speciation and 
intergradation. This diversity is unique to the area and not 
r^licated elsewhere in the California Desert. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kudhler 
Classification 
Demain/Provinoe/FNV 

NWPS Areas Other BUM Studies 
areas acres areas acres 

NATTOIWIDE 

California Chaparral/Juniper- 1 42,971 1 23,821 
Pinyon Woodland 

CAUFORNIA 

California Chaparral/Juniper- 1 42,971 1 23,821 
Pinyon Woodland 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of manor population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of nine major 
population centers. Table 5 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and other BLM stuc^ areas within a five-hour drive 
of the pc^xilation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Populatioxi NWPS areas Other BLM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Iraig Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Lompoc 20 1,166,142 35 528,590 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Visalia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the aeociradiic distribution of wilderness areas; The 
Whitewater WSA is adjacent to the San Gorgonio Wilderness Area, 
designated wilderness administered by the San Bernardino National 
Forest. Within a SO-mile radius there are three other designated 
wilderness areas: San Jacinto Wilderness and Santa Rosa Wilderness, 
within the San Bernardino National Forest; and Joshua Tree 
Wilderness within Joshua Tree National Monument. Also within 50 
miles lies the Mount San Jacinto State Wilderness Area and four 
additional BIM reccxnmended suitable WSAs. 

C. Manageability 

The Whitewater WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, the suitable 
area would be more easily managed than the area recommended nonsuitable. 

Within the suitable area, there are five contiguous privately-owned 
parcels. The private property known as Cox Ranch is relatively small, 
only 200 acres. Because of its location, in the ste^ ij^^^er reaches of 
cottonwood Canyon, there is no vehicle access. The area is accessible 
only by foot. No significant improvements could be developed there that 
would cause management prcfclems for the adjacent wilderness. However, 
acquisition of these parcels would enhance manageability and is 
therefore, recommended. There are three mining claims located in the 
suitable portion of the WSA. If the property and mineral ri^ts cannot 
be aoxjuired, impacts resulting from access requirements and resultant 
mining activities would careate manageability problems for the WSA. 
However, all activities will be mitigated to ensure that wilderness 
resources are not reduced significantly. 
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The porticai of the WSA not being reconmended as suitable cxxild also be 
manageable as wilderness, hcwever, with ocaisiderable more difficulty. 
This portioi of the WSA includes more private lands vhich are prime for 
development, either for wind energy or for industrial or residenticil 
purposes. To the east, the boundary runs throu^ about one and one half 
miles of private land in Whitewater Canyon vhich, if develcped, would 
have significant adverse impacts on the surrounding wilderness values. 
In the southeast, this boundary coincides with the boundary of a large 
wind energy development, vhioh is defined by a well-maintained, heavily 
traveled dirt road. Vehicle use along this road, vhich could potentially 
effect wilderness Vcilues, would be difficult to contain without 
extensive patrols. Lastly, expanding industrial and residential 
develc^xnent in the south is ^preaching the boundary of the WSA. 
Wilderness values would be difficult to maintain because of the 
development pressure along this boundary. 

Based on current technology and landform, wind energy develcpiment 
potenti2Ll is hi^ in the nonsuitable area, but current management 
guidelines preclude this type of develcpment. Because of this stringent 
direction, development would require a CDCA Plan amendment to proceed. 
Studies conducted by Southern California Edison as well as several 
private consultants have concluded that this area has winds vhich are 
sufficiently strong and steady to allow for ecoronically feasible 
development. 

Milita^ overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of information known at the time of preliminary suitability 
recoaiDmendation; The Whitewater WSA is located in the BIM Morongo 
Geology-Energy-Mineral (G-E^) Resource Area (GRA). The G-E-M 
section of the wilderness portion of the CDCA Plan EIS (Volume B, 
i^pendix III) stated that mineral resource data for the WSA had not 
been fully analyzed, integrated, and interpreted. However, the EIS 
did state that the Potential Geothermal Resource Area within the WSA 
was also considered as having a possible potential for uranium, 
metals, and geothermal resources. 

The Morongo GRA file data and r^xort shewed areas in the 
northwestern and southern portions of the WSA as having moderate 
potential for the occurrence of vein-hosted hydrothermal gold 
d^xDsits. Data in the 1980 GRA file were insufficient to classify 
the eastern portion of the WSA for metallic minerals. The remaining 
porticHi of the WSA was classified as lew potenticil for metallic 
minerals. The WSA was not classified for nonmetallic minerals based 
on insufficient data. GRA file data shews that the WSA was 
classified by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) as a Potential 
Geothermal Resource Area (PGRA) in 1978. 

10 



2. Sunmarv of significant new mineral resource data oollected since the 
pneliminary suitability recoTiroencjations v^ch should be considered 
in the final reoogmiendation; Hie USGS and U.S. Bureau of Mines 
(BCM) cxxiducted a mineral survey of the WSA during 1981. New data 
is presented in the BCM r^»rt MLA 27-86 (1986) and stated that 
significant amounts of gold and silver were found in samples frem 
the Bcxianza prospect, located in the south-central portion of the 
WSA. SporadiccLLly distributed mineralizaticai was develcped by a 
124-foot adit cLLong a hydrothermcLLly altered ^ear zone in gneissic 
rock at this prospect. 

In 1985, the USGS and BCM released their joint r^xirt MF-1478, vMch 
classified the area around the bonanza prospect as having a low to 
moderate potenticLI for the discovery of lew grade silver and gold 
d^XDsits (See Map 2). The area enoenpasses 60 acres and stretches 
eilong a mineralized fault zone. 

The WSA was classified by the BLM in 1982 as being prospectively 
valuable for geothermal rescuroes. This classification supports the 
EIS PGRA classification. No knewn volcanic or hot spring activity 
is known from the WSA. However, the northern portion lies along the 
Mission Creek fault zone, a possible conduit for hot water. 

Data from the USGS and BCM r^xart indicated limestone, stone, and 
sand and gravel production one and one-half to seven miles from the 
south boundary of the WSA. Geologic conditions at these quarries 
and pits cilso exist in the WSA. 

Based cai geologic inference, the eastern and southern portions of 
the WSA should be considered as having a lew potential for the 
occurrence of mineral material resources under the BIM 
classification system. 

Uipatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the follewing 
table taJeen from BIM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUITABLE NC^ISUIT. TOTAL SUITABIE NC»JSUIT. TOTAL 

Lode 2 0 2 40 0 40 
Placer 1 0 1 40 0 40 
Mill Site 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 3 0 3 80 0 80 
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E. Suinmarv of Environmental Oonsecfuences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values: Increased nonmotorized recreation 
activities generated by designation will have a minor adverse impact 
on all wilderness values edcMig the length of the Pacific Crest 
National Scenic Trail corridor, approximately five percent of the 
WSA. Continued cattle grazing will have a minor adverse impact to 
naturalness on lands oonmon with the allotment, ajproximately 5000 
acres. Ihrcxj^out the remaining suitable area, impacts will be 
negligibly positive to naturalness because of the restrictions 
placed on fire sujpression. Solitude along the southern boundary of 
the suitable portion of the WSA would be adversely affected if wind 
energy or residential or ccmmercial develcpinent were to occur. In 
addition, solitude and naturalness would be adversely affected in 
the south-central portions of the WSA if any potenticil mineral 
development were to occur. 

2. Impact on Native American Ritual and Collectincf Activities; 
Permanent closure of half of a mile of access route to Red Dome and 
the constraints placed on mechanized equipment used for collection 
activities will cause negligible adverse irrpacts to this resource 
based on low use levels. 

3. Impact on Future Flood Control: Above Whitewater Trout Farm, future 
projects will be precluded by wilderness designation. Downstream 
from the Trout Farm, the preposed action will cause no impacts to 
future flood control projects (See Summary of WSA-Specific Public 
Comments). 

4. Impact on Bicdiom Sheep/Habitat; Negligible adverse impacts are 
expected to affect this species as increasing visitor use causes 
more disturbance. No impacts are anticipated for Bi^om habitat. 

5. Impact on locateable Mineral Exploration and Develocment: A 
negligible adverse impact is expected within the WSA for 
development due to low mineral potential. 

F. locctl Socictl and Economic Considerations 

No loccil social or economic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan and EIS. Therefore no further discussion of it will occur in this 
document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throughout all phases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phases were taken into account during 
develcpjment of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The 
following is a summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are 
known to exist cire noted in parenthesis. 
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1. Inventory Phase: Most cxanments agreed with the findings on. 
wilderness quality and natural condition. A few pointed out the 
existence of many roads and trails in the area. 

2. Study Phase: Twenty-three oanments were received on WSA 218A. 
Sixteen favored wilderness designaticai. The major reasons were 
cxitstanding wilderness quality and proximity to the San Gorgonio 
Wilderness System. 

Several respondents noted the cirea's closeness to metropolitan areas 
and its superior wilderness c^portunities. Huge desert washes, 
swairpy oases, hanging valleys, box canyons, de^ gorges, and 
countless waterfalls are all found here. One respondent noted that 
the hiker can travel from the lew desert to a heavily glaciated 
tundra within the WSA (the tundra regions referred to are located 
within the San Bernardino National Forest). 

A coalition of conservation organizations urged wilderness 
consideration because of the nearby San Gorgonio Wilderness and RARE 
II lands. The State Resources Board made the same request. The 
passage near this area of the Pacific Crest Trail was another common 
reason. The area's variety of flora and fauna, bi^om she^ and 
burros, and a hi^ density of snakes were noted, as was the year- 
round flow of the Whitewater River and Mission Creek, a rare 
occurrence in the desert. 

Opponents of wilderness designation mentioned the presence of roads 
and transmission lines vhich they felt detracted from wilderness 
values (located outside WSA boundaries). The presence of large 
amounts of private holdings was believed to interfere with solitude 
and primitive recreation. 

The Army Corps of Engineers asked for coordination during the 
decision-making process, since they considered dam and debris basin 
sites within the WSA for flood control for the Coachella Vcilley. 
This concern was also expressed by the Riverside County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District. 

A few respondents believed that 0R7 use was the desirable activity 
in this location. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few comments specific to this WSA were 
received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. The Army Corps 
of Engineers, the Riverside County Flood Control District, and the 
Coachella Valley Water District, made the same request to delete 
lands needed for flood control purposes. The Coachella Valley 
Association of Governments recommended wilderness for the area, with 
a modification to allow a possible flood control project. The 
National Outdoor Coalition (NOC), a coaliticxi of mining, 
rockheunding, and ORV grotps, recxxnmended a nonwildemess 
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cLltemative for the area. The Sierra Club and other c»nservation 
organizaticHTs spoke out strongly for wilderness designatiai of the 
entire WSA. Members of these organizations sent in thousands of 
letters and cxx^ons SL^Dporting these views. 

Southern California Ediscai Company noted that the southern portion 
of the WSA overl^)s an cirea they have determined is a good wind 
resource and that wind turbines should be cillcwed in this area. 

4. Proposed Plan: Comments were similar to those received for the 
Draft Alternatives. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

WHITEWATER WSA {CDCA-218A) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LEGAL 

PARCEL 

No. 

DESCRIPTION 

TWNSHP RNG SEC MERIDIAN 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

SURFACE 

ESTATE 

SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

LAND 

COSTS 

($1000) 

PROCESSING 

COSTS 

($1000) 

1 2S. 3E. 19 SBM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 4.0 2.5 

2 2S. 3E. 19 SBM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 4.0 2.5 

3 2S. 3E. 19 SBM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 4.0 2.5 

4 2S. 3E. 19 SBM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 4.0 2.5 

5 2S. 3E. 30 SBM 40 1 PRIVATE PRIVATE YES PURCHASE 4.0 2.5 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 
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SADDIE PEAK M3UNIAINS WILDERNESS STODY AREA (WSA) 

(CDCA-219) 

1. THE STUDY AREA — 9,763 acres 

The Saddle Peak Mountains Wilderness Study Area is located in San 
Bernardino County within the north centrcil portion of the California Desert 
Conservation Area (CDCA). The coaranunity of Baker is 38 miles to the south. 
The WSA includes 9,134 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the 
Bureau of land Management (BIM) and 629 acres cwned by the State of 
California (See Map 1 and Table 1). 

The WSA is bounded to the east by State Route 127 and the north by a mine 
access road. Death Vcdley National Monument adjoins on the west, and a 
mining access road forms the southern boundary. The WSA is within a future 
utility corridor (1990-2020) identified for the State of Ccilifomia, in the 
Western Regional Corridor Study (1980). 

The WSA was included for further consideration during the planning process 
primarily because the western border of the WSA abuts administratively 
endorsed wilderness in Death Valley National Monument. 

The area includes the Saddle Peak Hills which form the western three 
quarters of the WSA and the northwestern portion of the Silurian Valley. 
The Saddle Peak Hills are cut by normal faults which are mostly wavy or 
curved with a northwest trend. The WSA contains afproximately 70% 
mountains, 10% alluvial fans, 10% sand-covered dissected fans, and 10% 
sand-covered fans. Elevations range frcm approximately 500 feet on the 
valley floor to 2,500 feet at the western border. The vegetative 
ccmposition includes a typical creosote bush scrub plant assemblage that 
ejdiibits seme variability based on elevations. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced, and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in Appendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECCMffiNDATTCM^ AND RATTQNATE - 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

9,134 ELM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Saddle Peak Mountains WSA. The 
entire acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. 
Under this recommendation, future activities in the area will be controlled 
by moderate intensity management guidelines. This recommendation will be 
implemented in a manner which will use all practical means to avoid or 
minimize environmental impacts. 
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The Balanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the COCA Plan and further eiqjlained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

The lack of hi^ quality wilderness values, the Vcilue of kncwn and 
potential mineral and energy d^xDsits, potential for develcpnent of a 
utility corridor and increases in vehicle d^)endant recreation use were 
determined to be of greater significance than the area's Vcilue as 
wilderness. There are c^roximately 7 miles of routes of travel including 
primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of access vhich will 
remain available for vehicular use. 

Designation of this area as wilderness would not contribute any additional 
unique or distinct features to the Nationail Wilderness Preservation System. 
Other WSAs in the California Desert that are recoramended suitable offer a 
more extensive and diverse r^resentation of desert wilderness values. 

The WSA is adjacent to Death Valley National Monument's administratively 
endorsed wilderness. While designation of this WSA as wilderness would 
ccarpliment the existing management of the Monument, the wilderness values 
within the Monument would not be adversely impacted by the nonwildemess 
recommendation. 

Opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined types of recreation 
in the WSA are limited by the small, narrow size of the area. Active mining 
cperations on the east boundary the Monument adjacent to the WSA tend to 
isolate the WSA from the wilderness values within the remainder of the 
Monument. The scenery is ordinary. The vegetative and wildlife resources 
within the WSA are common. There are no significant cultural resource 
values or Native American concerns. 

The entire WSA has moderate potential for geothermal energy resources. 
Portions of the WSA have hi^ potenticil for talc and moderate potenticils for 
silver, gold, and copper. Past producing mines are located within the WSA. 
The evidence of surface disturbance still remains. There is one active 
operation involving mineral exploration within the WSA. There are 28 mining 
claims within the WSA on record with the BIM as of December, 1987. 

Current recreation use is considered lew. However, potentials for 
expansion of vehicle d^)endent epportunities are good given the limited but 
well defined internal access routes. Any additioneil routes created for 
mining exploration and development would also increase motorized vehicle 
recreation epportunities. 

The WSA would be best managed and maintained under nonwildemess and 
moderate intensity management guidelines as prescribe in the CDCA Plan. 
Adjacent values in Death Valley National Monument would not be impacted and 
the minercil potenticil of the area could be fully realized. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Sunmary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acr^ 
RTM (surface and subsurface) 9,134 

Split Estate (BLM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 629 
Private 0 

Totcil 9,763 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BLM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

TOtctL BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccanmended for Wilderness Acres 
BLM (surface and subsurface) 9,134 
Split Estate (BLM surface only) 0 

Total RTM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 9,134 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING TOE WILDERNESS REOCMMENDATIONS 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturaln^s: Ihe area generally appears to have been affected 
primarily by natural forces. However, active mining claims and 
mines are found in both the northern and southern portions of the 
WSA and are substantially noticeable in the immediate area. Several 
routes provide access into the interior of the WSA and detracrt from 

natural values. 

4 



2. Solitude; Opportunities for solitude vary frcm poor to good. 
Within the canyOTs of the Saddle Peak Mountains, isolation is 
assured, yet c*i the bajada, solitude can be difficult to c±>tain due 
to a lack of vegetation and tcpographic screening. In the foothills 
of the Saddle Peak Hills themselves, and on the bajada. State Route 
127 is clearly visible and the traffic noise has a limiting affect 
CXI solitude. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the naticxicLl defense mission taking place in aj^roved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. Ihe visual intrusions and 
asscxuiated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vMch 
are deemed neoessciry and aoc^jtable as a part of the defense 
r^>curedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uhcx)nfined Recreation; The area's small size limits 
opportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation. 
Active mining operations within the adjacent Death VcLLley National 
Monument tend to have a confining effect on freedcm of movement and 
primitive recreational (^^portunities. 

4. Special Features; There are no special features. The landforms, 
ecxjlogical diversity, and geologic features are not unusual, they 
are typical of features common throu^out the surrounding deserts 
and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the Nationcil Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This WSA (contains 9,134 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. The Saddle Peak Mountains 
WSA would not increase the diversity of the types of ecosystems 
r^resented in the National Wilderness Preservation System. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
Domain/Provinoe/FNV 

NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
areas acres areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 

CAUFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 

117 4,258,775 

88 3,644,971 
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2. ExpaptiinCT the (Opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of mi or populaticai 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of five major 
population centers. Table 1 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated ctreas and other BIM study aireas within a five-hour drive 
of the population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pcpulation Centers 

Population NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 

Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 

Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 

Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 

Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancincf the aeocrraiihic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of seven BLM WSAs reccsnmended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is Dcxne Land 
Wilderness, administered by Sequoia National Forest, 100 miles west. 

C. Manageability 

The Saddle Peak Mountains WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, the 
additional effort that would be necessary to manage the area for 
wilderness is not justified given the low quality wilderness values that 
are present. 

The cirea has known and potential mineral values. Active mineral 
exploration continues in the WSA. Full-scale develcpment of any valid 
claims has a hi^ potential to irrpact significant portions of the area. 
Access requirements for such develcpments would result in similar 

impacts. 

Develcpment and any necessary access to the private inholding would 
desecrate the entire WSA due to its central location within the WSA. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

6 



D. Enerctv and Mineral Resource Vcilues 

1. Summary of Information Kicwn at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recxpinmendation; The Saddle Peak Mountains WSA 
(CDCA-219) is Icxated in the BIM Dumont Dunes 
Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) Resourcje Area (GRA). BLM G-E^ data 
in the wilderness portion of the Desert Plan EIS (Volume B, i^pendix 
III) indicated in 1980 that this WSA contained two former talc 
producers and several mineral commodities of interest. Potential 
for the occurrence of ocpper, lead, silver, and talc was rated as 
'Very hi^" in the GKA file. Ihe area was classified as 
prospectively valuable for geothermal energy by the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) in 1978. Ihe BIM GKA r^xort classified a zone in the 
southwestern part of the WSA as having high potential for the 
occurrence of tcilc based on two past producers (20,700 tons total 
before 1968) and a favorable geologic environment cased on 
Precambrian dolcmite rock altered by intruding diabase dikes. The 
GRA classifies the WSA as having lew potential for the occurrence of 
metcillic minerals based on no known occurrences, but a favorable 
geologic environment vhich is very similar to the area around the 
Paddy's Pride lead-silver mine. At this mine, carbonate rocks of 
the Noonday formation were altered with lead and silver minerals. 

Ihe potential for the occurrence of sodium in the southern part of 
the WSA was classified as moderate on the GRA overlays; however, 
the draft r^xDrt stated that, "no exploration or development has 
indicated any mineral resource of this type." Ihe potenticil for the 
occurrence of sodium is therefore "lew", based on the USGS 
classification as prospectively valuable. Ihe GRA classified the 
potenticLl for the occurrence of geothermal resources in WSA as 
moderate based on the 1978 USGS "potential geothermcil resource area" 
classification. Map 14 of the 1980 CDCA Plan has identified the 
area next to Midway 127 as having a favorable geologic environment 
(stream alluvial d^xosits) for sand and gravel. 

Under the BIM classification system, the area described cis having a 
favorable environment for sand and gravel resources in the GRA file 
is classified cis having a lew potential for occurrence based on lack 
of interest in the d^xDsit. 

2. Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected since the 
preliminary suitability recommendation which should be onsidered in 
the final recommendation; No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines mineral 
survey was completed for this WSA because it is recommended 
nonsuitable for wilderness designation. In 1981, a plan of 
operations was received for access and drilling on the Good Enou^ 
#1 and #2 lode claims in the northwest part of the WSA. An area of 
mineralized rock with two fracture zones was explored by an adit on 
the same claims prior to the 1981 plan of eperations. Ihe 
claimant's assay r^xDrts indicate 5.6% copper, 30.2 ounces per ton 
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silver, and 0.012 ounces per tc»i of gold. This area is classified 
under the BLM classification system as having a moderate potenticil 
for the occurrence of these resources. 

Althou^ there cire presently no producing mines in the WSA, 
ej^loraticxi interest remains hi^ cis indicated by the activity 
mentioned above and the unpatented mining claims viiich are 
suramcirized in the foliating table taken fron BLM records dated 
December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUITAHEE Najsurr. TOTAL SUITABLE NOTSUIT. TOTAL 
Lode N/A 3 3 N/A 60 60 
Placer N/A 25 25 N/A 1,000 1,000 
Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 
Totcil N/A 28 28 N/A 1.060 1.060 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Preposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Vadues; Noise, surface disturbance and access 
requirements for mineral and energy exploration and develcpment will 
result in moderate adverse impacts on naturalness, solitude, and 
primitive and unoonfined types of recreation. The entire WSA has 
identified energy and mineral potentials. Increased 
epportunities and subsequent use, as a result of new access routes 
for exploration and development, will also cause adverse iirpacts to 
wilderness values. 

2. Impact on administratively endorsed wilderness in death valley 
national monument; Ihere will be no adverse impacts to management 
of the adjacent Monument. Althou^ the administratively endorsed 
wilderness would be enhanced by designation of WSA 219, values in 
the Monument have sufficient quality and d^th to stand on their 
cwn. 

3. Impact on motorized v^icle recreation opportunities; Motorized 
vehicle recreation use opportunities will continue to be available 
to the dN enthusiast. These use levels are expected to increase 
over time. 

4. Impact on locateable and leasable mineral exgjloration and 
development; Opportunities for future exploration and develcproent 
would continue to be available subject to applicable laws and 
regulations and the guidelines identified in the CDCA Plan. 

5. Impact on western regional corridor study proposal; The study*s 
proposed corridor would not be affected by the non-suitable 
recommendation. Analysis of the corridor prcposcLL would be handled 
under guidelines established by the OXA Plan. 
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F. LdcclL Scx^ictl and Ecxpronic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and KES. Therefore, no further discussion of this t<^ic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public ccraments were solicited throu^out all phases in the development 
of the OXA Plan, fincilized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Stucty Fhase were taJcen into account during develc:p:nent 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all ccniments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1* Inventory Fhase: Most ccraments received sii^ported inclusion of the 
area. 

2. Study Fhase; Six cxxnments were received on this WSA. Four favored 
and two opposed wilderness designation. Proponents stated that 
contiguity to administratively endorsed wilderness in Death Valley 
National Monument enhanced manageability of the unit. They 
mentioned the scenic quality of the colorful, relatively barren 
hills and the opportunities for primitive recreation such as hiJdng 
and photography. 

The two letters c^Dposing wilderness were concerned over mining 
scars, roads, and the geothermal potential of the area. 

TVro ccraments were received in response to the Public Irput Workbook 
(3/15/79). The National Park Service at Death Valley Nationcd 
Monument si^^ported wilderness designation for this WSA because of 
its contiguity with the Monument and because it would protect the 
integrity of, and prevent unauthorized access to. Ibex Dunes within 
the Monument. One individual opposed wilderness because of roads 
leading to mines. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public ccraments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this W!^ was one of those opposed by the National Outdoor Coalition, 
a coalition of mining, rocWiounding, and off-road vehicle groqps. A 
large number of club members sent in printed forms supporting a 
multiple use classification of "moderate use" for the WSA vhich was 
in agreement with the recommendation of both the Use Alternative and 
the Balanced Alternative. Conservation groups either supported the 
Protection Alternative, vhich recommended "limited use" for the unit 
or requested that the area be designated wilderness. Seme 
additional ccraments mentioned geothermal and oil and gas potential 
and expressed a preference for the Use Alternative. 
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4. Proposed Plan; There were few specific conments on this WSA in 
response to the Proposed Plan. Conservationists were displeased 
with vhat they considered to be an insufficient amount of wilderness 
reccramended by the Preposed Plan, but no specific comments were made 
about this particular WSA. The Plan recommended '^moderate use" for 
this area. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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SOOTH SADDLE PEAK MgU^fIAINS miDEPNESS STUDY AREA (WSA) 

(CDCA-220) 

1. 1HE STUDY AREA - 6,630 acres 

The Scxith Saddle Peak Mountains WSA is located in San Bernardino (jounty 
within the north-central portion of the California Desert Conservation Area 
(CDCA). The conirnunity of Baker is 38 road miles to the south. The WSA 
includes 6,190 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) and 440 acres owned by the State of California (see 
Map 1 and Table 1). 

The WSA is bounded to the east by State Route 127 and the north by a mining 
access road. Death Valley Nationcil Monument adjoins on the west and the 
gravel Harry Wade Road forms the southern boundary. The WSA has a 
"peninsula”, approximately two miles long and 0.25 miles wide, that extends 
west fran the bod^ of the WSA around the southeastern comer of the National 
Monument. Portions of the WSA are within a future utility corridor 
identified for the State of California. 

The WSA was included for further consideration during the planning process 
primarily because the western border of the WSA abuts an administratively 
endorsed wilderness area in Death Valley National Monument. 

The area includes the Saddle Peak Hills which form the western edge of the 
WSA and the northwestern portion of the Silurian Valley which is drained by 
the Amargosa River. The Saddle Peak Hills are cut by normal faults which are 
mostly wavy or curved with a northwest trend. The WSA contains approximately 
80% sand-covered plains, 10% hills, 5% mountains and 5% sand-covered fans. 
The area contains elevations that range from afproximately 500 feet in the 
Vcilley floor to 2,500 feet at the western border. The vegetative 
composition includes a typical creosote bush scrub plant assemblage that 
ejdiibits some variability bcised on elevations. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLfMA). Four ciltematives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in i^pendix III of the Fined EIS 

2. K Simnotf AND RATTCmiE 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

6,190 BIM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the South Saddle Peak Mountains WSA. 
Under this recommendation, the entire acreage in this WSA is released for 
uses other than wilderness. Future activities in the area will be controlled 
by moderate intensity management guidelines. This recommendation will be 
implemented in a manner which will use cdl practical means to avoid or 
minimize environmental impacts. 
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The Bcilanoed Alternative is the envirtzonentcilly preferable alternative as 
cxitlined in the CDCA Plan and further esqjlained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

Lew wilderness qualities, the value of potential energy d^xDsits, and 
potential for development of utility and off-hi^iway vehicle (ON) corridors 
were of greater significance than the area's value cis wilderness. 
Designaticxi of this cirea as wilderness would not contribute any additional 
unique or distinct features to the Nationcil Wilderness Preservation System. 
Other WSAs in the California Desert that cure reocramended suitable offer a 
more extensive and diverse representaticai of desert wilderness values. There 
are ^proximately 4.5 miles of routes of travel including primitive ways, 
washes and other unmaintained routes of access v^ch will remain available 
for vehiculctr use. 

No significant resources of Death Valley National Monument would be inpacted 
by the nonwildemess reoemmendation. The adjacent portion of the National 
Monument contains administratively endorsed wilderness. While designation of 
WSA 220 as wilderness would ccmpliroent the existing management of the 
Monument, the wilderness values within the Monument stand on their own merit 
without WSA 220. 

The entire area is rather mundane. Opportunities for solitude and primitive 
and unconfined types of recreation in the WSA are limited by the restrictive 
size of the area. The scenery is monotonous. The vegetative and wildlife 
rescurces within the WSA are ccmmon throu^out the surrounding desert. The 
area contains no unusual plants or State or Federally listed threatened or 
endangered plcint or cinimal species. There are no significant cultural 
resource vcilues or Native American concerns. 

The western hadf of the WSA has moderate potential for geothermal energy 
resources. The remainder of the area has no identified mineral or energy 
values. However, there are four active plans of operation for placer gold 
reserves within the area. Mining claims encumber over 45% of the WSA. The 
inpacts of designating the area as wilderness have potential to conflict 
with develcproent and use of future communication and energy transmission 
facilities. The WSA is within a future utility corridor (1990-2020) 
identified for the State of CcLLifomia in the Western Regional Corridor Study 
(1980). Depending upon the juxtaposition of the WSAs ultimately designated 
wilderness within the CDCA, there may or may not be constraints to long-term 
energy and communication transmission in the southwestern United States. 

Potenticils for expansion of vehicle d^jendant recreational o|portunities are 
excellent even theu^ current recreation use is considered lew. The State of 
CcLLifomia, Off-Hi^iway Vehicle Division, identified a possible trail 
corridor throu^ a portion of the WSA. If designated, this trail segment 
would become part of the California Statewide Motorized Trail System. 
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Hie WSA would be best managed and maintained under nonwildemess and moderate 
intensity management guidelines as prescribed in the CDCA Plan. Adjacent 
values in Death Vcilley Naticxied Monument would not be impacted and the energy 
wecilth and vehicle d^)endant recreational opportunities of the area could be 
fully recilized. Future scenarios regarding development of energy and 
cxjmmmication corridors in this area would not be cc»istrained. 

3 





TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Sunmary of the Stuc^ Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 6,190 
^lit Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 440 
Private 0 

Total 6,630 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Rmindary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Totcil BIM Land RecGramended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Recorotnended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 6,190 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Totcil BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 6,190 

3. CRTTEPIA CmSIDEEM) IN DEVEIOPING IHE WIIDERNESS RE(XMMENDATI(^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; Ihe area generally appears to have been affected 
primarily by natural forces and is largely void of human intrusions. 
One vehicle route provides access into the interior of the WSA. 

2. Solitude; Opportunities for solitude are very limited due to the 
area*s small restrictive size and lack of topogr^iiic or vegetative 
screening. State Route 127 and Harry Wade Road are visible from 
cOmost every comer of the WSA. Potentials for solitude in the 
"peninsula” extension are virtually nonexistent. 
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This WSA is pericDdically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the naticml defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating anrecis emd fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
cire deemed necessciry and acc^jtable cis a pcirt of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the naticxi. 

3. Primitive and Uhconfined Recreation; The area's restrictive size 
limits opportunities for primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation. Active mining operations within the adjacent Death 
Vcilley Naticxicil Monument tend to have a confining effect on freedom 
of movement. 

4. Specicil Features; There are no special features. The landforms, 
ecological diversity, and geologic features are not unusual, they 
cire typical of features common thrxxK^out the surrounding deserts 
and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; This WSA contains 6,190 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. The South Saddle Peak 
Mountains WSA vrould not increase the diversity of the types of 
ecosystems r^resented within the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. The American Desert Province-creosote bush (Larrea) 
assemblage, as defined by Bailey and Kuchler, is well represented in 
other WSAs in the California Desert that are recommended suitable 
for wilderness designation. 

Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification 
Dcmain/Province/FNV 

NWPS Areas 
areas acres 

Other BIM Studies 
areas acres 

NATTOJWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 117 4,261,719 

CALIFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,647,915 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of manor poculation 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of five major 
population centers. Table 1 summarizes the number and acreages of 
designated areas and other BIM stucfy areas within a five-hour drive 
of the peculation centers. 
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Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Pc^xilation Centers 

NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
areas acres_areas acres 

California 

Population 
Centers 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
BaJoersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Lmg Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancincf the geographic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of six BIM WSAs recxmimended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is Dome Land 
Wilderness, administered by Sequoia National Forest, 100 miles west. 

C. Manageability 

The South Saddle Peak Mountains WSA is manageable as wilderness. 
However, the following items have the potential to complicate management 
of the area as wilderness. 

The area has identified energy resource values. Active mineral 
exploration for placer gold occurs in the WSA. Over 2,900 acres of the 
WSA are encumbered with 73 mining claims. Full scale development of any 
valid claims has a hi^ potential to impact the wilderness values in the 
entire area due to the homogeneous nature of the terrain. Access 
requirements for suoh developments would result in similar impaots. 

Mineral an^/or surface development of the private inholding likewise has 
the potential to despoil the wilderness vcilues within the entire WSA 
because of their l<xation and the lack of topographic diversity. 

The adjacent aciministratively endorsed wilderness in Death Valley 
National Monument currently augments the limited wilderness values 
within the WSA. The bloxk of acJministrative wilderness within the 
Monument, on the <oontrary, is of much larger size than WSA 220 and 
stands on its own merits. However, shoxild the administrative 
endorsement within the Monument be withdrawn, the South Saddle Peak WSA 
does no>t have sufficient wilderness Vcilues to stand on its own as 
wilderness. 
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Military overfli^ts in this WSA most be cxxTsidered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future natioial defense mission as well cis 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Vcilues 

1. Summary of Informaticxi Kx:wn at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recatimendation; The South Saddle Peak Mountains WSA is 
located in the Dumcxit Dunes Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E^) Resource 
Area (GRA). BIM G-E-M data in the Desert Plan EIS indicated in 1980 
that the WSA was pro^)ectiyely yaluable for sodium compounds and 
geothermal energy, and had a 'Very good" potenticLL for the 
occurrence of talc. The prospectiyely yaluable classificaticais for 
sodium compounds and geotherrtal resources were proyided by the U.S. 
Geologiccil Survey (USGS) pro^jectiyely yaluable Toaps (1979 and 1980, 
respectiyely). In 1979, the western portion of the WSA was preposed 
for classification by the USGS, as recorded with BIM. 

The GRA file indicated hi^ potential for the occurrence of talc in 
the northwestern part of the WSA. The potential for the occurrence 
of tcilc was based c»i findings in the BIM GRA r^ort (1980) 
indicating that talc d^osits were known to occur in Precairibrian 
metasedimentary (metamorphic) rocks intruded and ciltered by diabase 
dikes, similar to those vhich crop out in the extreme western and 
northwestern portion of the WSA. 

The GRA file classified the western part of the WSA as haying 
moderate potentied for the occurrence of geothermsil resources and 
the entire WSA as haying moderate potential for the occurrence of 
sodium cempeunds. This classification is used vhere saline minerals 
are known to be present. Howeyer, since there are no known Sciline 
minerals in this curea, the potenticil is low for the occurrence of 
sodium in WSA 220. 

2. Summary of Significant New Mineral Resource Data Collected Since the 
Preliminary Suitability Recommendation Which Should be Considered in 
the Final Recognmendation; No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines mineral 
survey was cmducted for this WSA because it is recommended 
nonsuitable for wilderness designation. There is no known mineral 
production in the WSA. 

Recent interest in placer gold has been expressed in the form of 
four plans of operations filed with BIM in 1983 and 1984 for test 
drilling, sanpling, and gold recovery testing. The majority of the 
WSA is covered by an unknown thioikness of allwium (sand and grayel) 
formed from outwash drainage of past gold pro^cing eureas such as 
the Salt Spring Hills. 
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The Rainbow (talc) Mine, imtrediately north of the WSA, and clLso in 
the Saddle Peak Hills, produced about 13,800 tans of talc between 
1956 and 1959 (fron Wri^t, Lauren A., 1968: Tcilc Deposits of the 
Southern Death Valiev - Kingston Range Region. California: 
CEdifomia Division of Mines and Geology, SpeciEd R^xDrt 95, p. 63, 
Plate 2D). The inc^ in ^jecial r^xDrt 95, however, does not shew the 
talc dep^it extending into the WSA. 

Unpatented placer mining claims are ccaicentrated in the southern and 
northwestern porticxi of the WSA. Uhpatented mining claims in the 
WSA Eire sumnarized in the following table taken from BLM records 
dated Deoenober, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CIAIM SUITABTE NONSUIT. TOTAL SUITABLE NC»JSUIT. TOTAL 
Placer N/A 73 73 N/A 2,920 2,920 
Lode N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 
Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 73 73 N/A 2.920 2.920 

E. Sumnaiv of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact cai Wilderness Values: Noise, surface disturbance and access 
requirements for minered e^qjloraticxi and development will adversely 
impact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and unccxifined types of 
recreaticxi. Over 45% of the WSA is encumbered with mining claims. 
Development of any vsdid ri^ts will adversely impact the entire WSA 
because of the lack of visual screening and topographic diversity. 

2. Impact on Administratively Endorsed Wilderness in Death Valiev 
Nationsd Monument: There will be no adverse iirpacts to management 
of the adjacent Monument. Althou^ the administratively endorsed 
wilderness would be enhanced by designaticxi of WSA 220, values in 
the Monument have sufficient CEdiber and d^jth to stand on their 
own. 

3. Impact on Minersd Exploration and Development: Opportunities for 
future exploration and development would continue to be available 
subject to applicable laws and regulations and the guidelines 
identified in the CDCA Plan. 

4. Impact on Off Highway Vdiicle Recreation Opportunities: There will 
be beneficiEd impacts to recreatioiEd vehicle travel by not 
designating the Eurea as wilderness. Planning and development of the 
Csdifomia statewide OHV trails system will not be constrained. 
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5. Impact on Future Utility Corridor Develoonent; PorticxTS of the WSA 
are within a future utility corridor (1990-2020) identified for the 
State of California in the Western Corridor Stu^ (1980). This 
corridor was not identified or designated by the CDCA Plan. 
Hcv^er, d^jending the final juxtc^position of WSAs ultimately 
designated wilderness in the COCA, there may or may not be 
ocsistraints to developonent of future utility corridors. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local socicLL or econcraic ccMTsiderations were identified in the FincLL 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussicmi of this topic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public ccniments were solicited throu^out eill phases in the develcpment 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of all coinments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; The few comments receiyed referred to mineral 
potenticLL in the area and chcillenged the evciluaticai of the area as 
less than 5,000 acres in size. Others siqpported further wilderness 
consideration because of the adjacent administratiyely endorsed 
wilderness in Death Vcilley National Monument. 

2. Study Phase; Only four comments were received on WSA 220. Three 
opposed wilderness because of its unsuitability for wilderness due 
to size, impacts of man, and potential for oil and gas and 
geothermal resources. 

One respondent sijpported further wilderness study because it is 
contiguous with Death Valley National Monument. 

One comment was received in response to the Public Ir^jut Workbook 
(3/15/79). The National Park Service at Death Valley National 
Monument supported wilderness designation for this area. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public comments specific to WSA 220 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was one of those opposed by the National (Xitdoor Coalition, 
a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-hi^iway vehicle groups. 
A large number of club members sent in printed forms supporting a 
multiple use classification of '*moderate use" for the WSA which was 
in agreement with the recommendation of both the Use Alternative and 
the Balanced Alternative. 
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CcMTservaticai grotps either supported the Protecticai Alternative, 
vjhich recanmended "limited use" for the unit or requested that the 
area be designated wilderness. Seme additional cxxnments mentioied 
geothermal and oil and gas potenticil and expressed a preference for 
the Use Alternative. 

4. Proposed Plan; Ihere were few specific comments on this WSA in 
re^xDnse to the Proposed Plan. Conservaticxiists were di^leased 
with v^t they considered to be an insufficient amount of wilderness 
recommended by the Proposed Plan, but no specific comments were 
made about this particular WSA. The Plan recommended '*moderate use" 
for this curea. 

No comments were received from loccil governments. 
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AVaWATZ MJONmPB WnrERNESS SIUDy AREA fWEA) 

(CDCA-221) 

1. 1HE STUDY AREA - 108,992 acres 

Ihe Avawatz Mountains WSA is located in San Bernardino County within the 
central northecist porticai of the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). 
Ihe conmunity of Baker is ten miles from the southeast tip of the WSA, Ihe 
WSA includes 101,000 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the 
Bureau of land Management (BIM), 6,191 acres owned by the State of California 
and 1,801 acres of private land (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

Ihe WSA is bounded to the east by State Route 127 and the gravel Silver Lake 
Road forms the southern boundary. Fort Irwin Military Reservation and a 
gravel road to Denning Spring make vap the western border of the WSA. Ihe 
northern boundary is formed by the gravel Harry Wade Road. A portion of the 
Harry Wade Road (1.5 miles) forms the only common boundary between the WSA 
and Death VcLLley Nationcil Monument. 

A portion of the WSA is within a future utility corridor (1990-2020) 
identified for the State of California in the Western Regional Corridor Study 
(1980). Ihe southwestern portion of the WSA is within an area identified in 
an e3q)ansion proposal for the adjacent Fort Irwin Militciry Reseirvation. 

Ihe WSA consists of the eastern portion of the large mountainous mass of the 
Avawatz Mountains vhich contain many colorful eroded sieves, rugged ridges, 
and steep-walled, narrow canyons. Ihe mountains are flanked to the east by a 
de^ly descending creosote-covered bajada v^ch transforms into dry lake beds 
near State Route 127. White talc deposits dot the landscape at intervals and 
the northern porticMi provides outstanding views into Death Valley Nationcil 
Monument. 

Ihe WSA contains approximately 38% mountains, 20% alluvial fans, 20% 
dissected fans, 15% hi^ily dissected fans, 2% playas, 2% badland, 2% hills, 
and 1% river washes. Elevations rise from 680 feet near Silurian Dry LaJee, 
to a 6,162-foot summit within only nine miles. Ihe vegetative composition 
consists of a typicad creosote bush scrub assemblage that exhibits some 
variability based ijpon elevation. Forty acres of the Denning Spring Cultural 
Resource Area of Criticcil Environmental Concern (ACEC) is located within the 
western portion of the WSA. 

Ihe WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmentail Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, use 
balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness Vcilues was 
included in i^pendix III of the Final EIS. 
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2. REOCMMENCftnai AND RATiaPVLE 0 acres recxanmended for 
wilderness 

101,000 BIM acres reocnmended for 
nonwildemess 

No wilderness is the recommendation for the Avawatz Mountains WSA. Ihe 
entire acreage in this WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. 
Future activities in the cirea will be controlled by a ooihbinatic»i of lew and 
moderate intensity management as prescribed in the dCA Plan. This 
reconmendatiOTi will be implemented in a manner which will use all practical 
means to avoid or miinimize environmentcil impacts. 

The Bcilanced Alternative is the environmentcLLly preferable ciltemative as 
outlined in the OXA Plan and further esplained in the California Wilderness 

Study Overview. 

Existing and potenticLL mineral and energy resource values, potentials for 
motorized recreation, and several manageability issues are of greater 
significance than the area's value as wilderness. Designation of the area as 
wilderness would not contribute any additional unique or distinct features to 
the National Wilderness Preservation System. Other WSAs in the Ccilifomia 
Desert that are recanmended suitable offer a much more extensive and diverse 
r^resentaticHi of desert wilderness values. There are afproximately 25 miles 
of routes of travel including primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained 
routes of access vhich will remain available for vehicular use. 

The WSA contains a long history of mineral exploration and also a long but 
sporadic history of mineral development. Over 11,340 acres of the WSA are 
encumbered with mining claims. The WSA also contains 1,801 acres of private 
land, virtually all of vhich is patented talc mining claims. Significant 
portions of the WSA contain hi^ potentials for gold, silver, iron, sodium, 
strontium, and gypsum and moderate potentials for copper, lead, silver, 
barite, dolomite, and limestone. The area cilso contains hi^ potenticils for 
geothermal resources and sand and gravel. 

Development of any vedid claims vrould seriously degrade the natural 
character of the area. Given the history of the area, recxgnized mineral 
potenticLLs, and the 370 mining claims that encumber the hi^ potential areas, 
the likelihood for valid, existing mineral ri^ts and/or a major disexvery is 
considered very hi^. In addition, the California D^xartment of 
Transportation (caitrans) is d^xendant ipon the hi^ potenticil sand and 
gravel reserves cilong State Route 127 for maintenance of the highvay system. 

The amount of effort required to manage the area for maintenance of its 
wilderness values vould be very substantial. In addition to conflichs with 
minerals, the WSA contains 6,191 acres (10 parcels) of land owned by the 
State of California and 1,801 acaos of private land. Access to the State 
land would be virtually impossible without new road construction. Such 
acxess would seriously degrade the natural character of the entire area. 
Similar impacts vojld result from surface disturbing activities on the 

private land. 
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A six-mile contiguous block of patented talc claims, plus the cherrysternmed 
roa<is and mining developnents, essentially divide the WSA into four subunits. 
While these cherrystesnmed roads provide gcxxi access into the interior of the 
WSA, they do have a limiting affect on the opportunities for primitive and 
unconfined types of recreaticai. 

Ihe Csdifomia Off-Hi^iway Vehicle (CHV) Draft State-Wide Trails Plan 
indicated that a porticxi of the bajada within the WSA cxxild be included in a 
statewide trails system. Althcju^ current vehicle-d^jendent recreation use 
levels are considered lew, the potential for increase ctre very hi^. There 
are ever 25 miles of existing routes of travel in the WSA and approximately 
30% of the aooea. has gcxDd hunting epportunities for quail. 

The wildlife and vegetative resources within the area are typical of the 
surrounding desert. The area contains no unusual plcints or State or 
Federally listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. The WSA 
contains 75 square miles of seasonal bi^om she^ range. Cultural resource 
sensitivity and Native American concerns are moderate to very hi^ throu^out 
the WSA. The WSA r^resents an area for traditional Shoshone materials 
collecticxi. 

Although the Avawatz Mountains themselves offer outstanding scenery for the 
traveler on State Peute 127, the WSA would be best managed and maintained 
under ncaiwildemess and a combination of lew and moderate intensity 
management guidelines as presexibed in the CDCA Plan. The mineral wealth of 
the cirea could be fully developed without the sacrificoe of desert resources. 
Opportunities will be available for the continued planning and development of 
a Statewide (^IV trails network \^oh could utilize a porticxi of the bajada in 
the ecistem edge of the WSA as a potentiad cx>rridor. 
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TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 101,000 
Split Estate (BIM surTaoe only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 6,191 
Private 1,801 

Total 108,992 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Peccanmended for Wilderness 0 

Inholdings 
State 0 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reccanmended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 101,000 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 101,000 

3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING IHE WILDERNESS RECXa^MENDATIC^S 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The majority of the Avawatz Mountains WSA retains its 
primeval character and influence and appears to have been affected 
primarily by the forces of nature. Historic mining activity in the 
southwest portion, several mines on patented land in the northern 
portion of the WSA, and the 25 miles of access routes do adversely 
impact naturalness in localized areas. 
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2. Solitude; Outstanding opportunities for solitude are available. 
Spaciousness on the mountain peaks and large bajadas, ccanbined with 
vistas into Eteath Valley National Monument, ccxtpliment the 
opportunities for solitude found in the narrow canyrais and ru^ed 
mountain ridges vtiich screen visitors from one another. On the 
bajadas, the lack of topographic diversity and vegetative screening, 
can have a limiting affect on opportunities. 

This WSA is periodioally overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission talcing plaoe in approved military 
operating areas and fli(^t oorridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create p^eriodLc tenporary effects on solitude vdiicdi 
cire deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a p^art of the defense 
prp>aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Uhconfined Recnreation: Ihe area provides for 
unconfined movement and primitive types of recnreation. However, the 
cherrystemmed roads and private land essentially divide the WSA into 
four subunits. The limiting effect of these roads and private land 
would be most significant to users of the creosote covered bajadas. 
Lack of available water is aggravated by extreme summer heat and low 
humidity. 

4. Special Features: i^proximately 40 acres of the WSA are located 
within the Denning Springs ACEX3. The actions in the management plan 
for this ACEC are designed to protect significant culturcil resource 
values. The WSA cilso contains approximately 75 square miles of 
seasonal habitat for desert bi^om she^, a BLM sensitive species. 
Otherwise, the landforms, ecological diversity, and geologiccil 
features are not unique, they are typiccil of features common 
throu^out the surrounding deserts and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems: This WSA contains 101,000 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem. While the Avawatz 
Mountains are colorful, the WSA would not increase the diversity of 
the typ)es of ecosystems or features r^resented in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. The WSA contains the American 
Desert Province - Creosote bush assemblage, as defined by Bailey and 
Itchier, vhich is well rp)resented in other WSAs in the CDCA that 
ctre recommended suitable for wilderness designation. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem Representation 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classification NWPS Areas Other BIM Studies 
I>3iTBin/Province/IW_areas acres_areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bu^ 1 343,753 117 4,166,909 

CAIJFORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 88 3,553,105 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's drivincr time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ei^t major 
population centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
pc^julation centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Population NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers_:_areas acres_areas acres 
California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 
San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 
Vised ia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the aeocrraphic distribution of wilderness areas; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of 13 BIM WSAs reccanmended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness area is Joshua Tree 
Wilderness, administered by Joshua Tree National Monument, 90 miles 
south of the WSA. 
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C. Manaaeabil itv 

The Avawatz Mountains WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, there 
are several significant issues vhich would seriously complicate the 
ability to maintain the existing wilderness values into the future. 

The WSA contains 10 pcircels (6,191 acres) of land owned by the State of 
California and 1,801 acres of private land. If the area were designated 
wilderness, access to this land would be virtually impossible without 
new road construction. Such access would seriously degrade the natural 
character of the entire area. Similar impacts would result from 
developnent or loses that result in surface disturbances on the State or 
private land. 

Some of the State land contains moderate and hi^ potential for various 
mineral and energy resources. These lands are managed for income 
production, and development of these resources would be incompatible 
with wilderness values. 

The likelihood for valid mineral ri^ts and/or a major discovery are 
considered very hi^. Over 11,340 acres of the WSA are encumbered with 
370 mining claims. Moderate and hi^ potential mineralized areas are 
located primarily in the mountainous portion, near the terminus of the 
oherrystenimed roads. Mineral develcpment, both within the WSA and at 
the terminus of the cherrysternmed roads, will serve to further break up 
the WSA and lessen the natural character of the area. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Enercfv and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of Information Kxwn at the Time of the Preliminary 
Suitability Recommendation: The Avawatz Mountains WSA is located in 
the BLM Avawatz Mountain Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E^) Resource 
Area (GRA). BLM G-E-^ data in the Wilderness section of the Desert 
Plan EIS (Volume B, i^pendix III) in 1980 indicated that resource 
data for this WSA had not been fully analyzed, integrated, and 
interpreted at the time the wilderness recommendation was made. 
However, it did identify known potenticLL for halite, gypsum, 
strontium, talc, and limestone in the northern portion of the WSA, 
and possible potenticil for iron, gold, copper, silver, and other 
metals throu^out the WSA. Also noted was a potenticii for 
geothermal energy, sodium, and oil and gas in the northern portion, 
^proximately 135 mining claims were recorded with BLM on December 
12, 1979. 

The GRA report si^ported the statements in the EIS. The r^»rt 
indicated past production of silver, iron, talc, and salt from the 
WSA, and past production of gold and iron just outside of the WSA. 
In 1871, high grade silver ore was discovered at the San Francisco 
lode (exact location unknown). In 1872, four and one-half tons of 
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silver ore valued at $300 per ton were produced from the Summit Mine 

(exact locaticai unknown). In 1888, mines or claims (exact locatiOTi 

unknown) produced silver ore which was shipped to Barter *s Mill at 

Calico, and to Reno, Nevada. It was probably at this time that salt 

was mined from the northwestern part of the WSA for use in reducing 

silver ore at the Ibex Mine, now in Death Valley National Monument. 

In 1907, a mine camp was built at Denning Spring, bordering the 

northwestern boundary of the WSA. Prospects contained gold, lead, 

silver, and copper. In 1911, four men were employed, but the amount 

of producticMi is unknown. In 1908 and 1927, the Avawatz Crown 

silver mine, about two miles southwest of Old Mormon Spring (near 

center of WSA) was worked. TelLc was produced sporadically near 

She^ Creek in the northern part of the WSA. Ihe d^xosit was 

included in three patented claims vhich have been cherrystemmed 

from the WSA. From 1951 to 1959, 20,000 tons of conmercicil tcilc 

were produced. Production ccxitinued intermittently since 1960. Ihe 

Bat iron mine in the southwestern part of the WSA produced 30,000 

tcMTs of iron ore from 1967 to 1969. Ihe Iron Mountain Mine, barely 

excluded from the southwest boundary of the WSA produced 700,000 

tons prior to 1980. 

An area of about six square miles of mostly patented claims in the 

northwest part of the WSA has hi^ potential for the occurrence of 

scilt, gypsum, and celestite (a strontium mineral). Ihese evaporite 

minerals occur in Tertiary-age sediments in an area classified by 

the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) as prospectively valuable for 

sodium in 1978. Ihe following salt resources were identified on the 

patented claims. Jurtibo: 1.5 million tons; Salt Basin; 3.9 million 

tons; Boston Valley: 15 million tons; King claims; 99,000 tons. 

Celestite resources within this area were estimated at nearly 

300,000 tons of 81% SrO from 0-50 feet. Resource estimates for 

gypsum were not made. Hcwever, it was kncwn that the gypsum 

occurred in two rou^ily parallel zones discontinuously exposed for a 

distance of about nine miles. Map 2 shews areas identified in the 

GRA file as having moderate to hi^ potential for the ocxurrence of 

Vcirious mineral resources. 

2. Summary of significant new mineral resource data collected since the 

preliminary suitability recommendation vhich should be considered in 

the final recommendation; No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines mineral 

survey was completed for this WSA because it is recommended 

nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 

In 1981, a plan of eperations was filed for making 25 to 30 

exploration trenches in the northwestern part of the WSA. Althou^ 

the work was never conducted, the prospects for precious metals were 

located in diorite with hydrothermal quartz veins. Ihree plans of 

c^)eration were filed between 1984 and 1986 for placer gold sampling 

in the northernmost part of the WSA. In 1986, U.S. Borax filed a 

plan of operation for exploration drilling at three sites in the 

southern psirt of the WSA. Ihe 1986 USGS 15' Red Pass Lake NE 
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Quadrangle shews a number of prospects within the hi<^ potential 

cirea for silvex, near the center of the WSA. An adit (tunnel) and 

at least four other prospects are outside of the patented Morris 

claim. 

Recent research by BIM has revealed that the right-of-way for 

Hi^iway 127 does not extend beyond the width of disturbance. 

Therefore, Caltrans is d^jendent sand and gravel d^xosits in 

WSA's 221 and 222 cis a source of aggregate for the maintenance of 

Hi^Tway 127 and the associated erosicn-control dikes. The aggregate 

d^xDsits cLLong the eastern edge of the WSA have hi^ potentieil for 

the occurrence of sand and gravel resources based on their present 

use for dilces to protect the hi^iway frem storm runoff descending 

the ste^ Avawatz alluvial fan. An asphalt mixing site has been 

excluded frem the WSA (southeast boundary). The northern strip of 

the WSA for a width of 0.25 to 0.5 miles was classified by BIM as 

prospectively valuable for geothermcil resources in 1987. Saratoga 

Spring, two miles to the north measured 82° F. This area has hi^ 

potential for the occurrence of geothermal resources. 

The WSA contains numerous patented mining claims in the northern 

portion of the Avawatz Mountains, and in the central and 

southwestern portion of the WSA. Numerous uipatented placer mining 

claims are concentrated in the northwestern, southern and 

northeastern portion of the WSA. Uipatented lode mining claims are 

concentrated in the southern and central portions of the WSA. 

Uipatented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 

table taken from BIM mineral records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 

MINING CIAIM SUITABI£ WMSUTT. TOTAL SUTTABIE NC»JSUIT. TOTAL 

Lode N/A 171 171 N/A 3,420 3,420 

Placer N/A 198 198 N/A 7,920 7,920 

Mill Site N/A 1 1 N/A 5 5 

Total N/A 370 370 N/A 11.345 11.345 

E. Summary of Environmental Consecaiences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values: Noise, surface disturbance and access 

requirements for mineral and energy exploration and develcpment will 

negatively impact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and 

unconfined types of recreation. Identified mineral and energy 

potentials are spread threu^out the entire central portion of the 

WSA. Develcpment and use of an CHV corridor across the bajada 

would also negatively impact wilderness values. 

2. Impact on Minerals and Energy; Opportunities for exploration and 

development of minerals and energy will continue to be available 

subject to applicable laws, regulations and the lew and moderate 
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intensity, inultiple use management guidelines established in the 

CDCA Plan. Sand and gravel will OOTitinue to be available to 

Caltrans for maintenance of the State hi^iway system. 

3. Impact on Vdiicle Deijendant Recreation Ctoortunities; Vehicle 

d^jendant recreation use opportunities will continue to be available 

to the CHV user and hunters. Potential development of a portion of 

the Statewide OHV Statewide Trails System within the area would be 

cillcwed, if consistent with CDCA Plan guidelines. 

4. Impact on Desert Bicdiom Sheep H^itat; The area of seasonal 

bi^om she^ habitat within the VJSA will continue to receive 

priority consideration over conflicting land uses according to the 

lew intensity, multiple use management prescriptions contained in 

the CDCA Plan. 

5. Impact on Future Utility Corridor Development; Ihe WSA is within a 

planned utility corridor (1990-2020) for the State of Ccilifomia as 

identified in the Western Regional Corridor Study (1980). This 

corridor was not identified or designated in the CDCA Plan. 

Hewever, develqpment of this corridor could be considered under the 

guidelines established in the CDCA Plan. 

6. Impact on ACEX3. Cultural Resource Values, and Native American 

Concerns; Cultural Resource values in the Denning Spring ACEC will 

continue to be enhanced and protected by the ACEC Management Plan. 

Other areas of sensitivity, in addition to applicable laws and 

regulations, are afforded the additional protection of the lew 

intensity multiple use guidelines in the CDCA Plan. 

7. Impact on Adjacent Military Reservation; Seeping and analysis of 

the expansion prcposal for Fort Irwin will not be constrained by the 

nonwildemess recommendation for the WSA. 

F. IocclL Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final 

CDCA Plan and EIS. Therefore, no further discussion of this tepic will 

occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out all phases in the development 

of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 

the Inventory and Study Phase were taken into account during development 

of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. The following is a 

summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 

are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; Those comments relative to the inventory decilt 

with the omission of roads to active mines within the Avawatz 

Mountains and with the area's siperior wilderness qualities. After 

further field checks, changes were made vhere appropriate. 
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2. Study Fhase; Thirty-two letters were received on this WSA. 
Seventeen opposed wilderness designaticai. Features vhich were 
listed cis detracting from the area's wilderness quality were: a 
transmissicxi line, the railroad, Icw-flying aircraft and sonic 
booms. Fort Irwin Bombing practice, roads, mineral activities, and 
motorized vehicle noise. Activities at the adjacent Fort Irwin 
Militciry Reservation were stressed, including the bombing practice, 
use of air defense, and weapon flying. One mining company said the 
WSA was too close to its mine (the Silver Lake Mine), while an 
energy concern claimed that the area has potential for oil and gas 
and for geothermal resources. One letter said the area was too flat 
to be wilderness; another discussed the hazards of mine shafts to 
unwary recreationists, and another the lack of water. Camping and 
rockhounding were pc^jiilcur activities, but protection of the valuable 
petroglyphs (not within WSA 221) was urged. 

The 15 letters supporting wilderness designation for WSA 221 claimed 
that the Avawatz Mountain is a hi^ily scenic but rugged and remote 
area where there is ample opportunity for solitude and primitive 
types of recreation. Indeed, they are a favorite area for 
wilderness activities for many respondents. A few letters mentioned 
that the northern portion of the WSA could provide a buffer between 
Fort Irwin and Death Valley National Monument. Pcpular wilderness 
type activities used in the region are scientific and education 
pursuits, as well as camping, hiking, photography, photography, 
si^tseeing, and so forth. 

Three ccraments were received in response to the Public Irput 
Workbook (3/15/79). Some requested adjusting the study area 
boundaries to provide a buffer zone around access routes and mining 
claims. One respondent wanted a study area open to vdiicle access 
exc^jt for motorized vehicle "racers." 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives: Few public comments specific to this WSA 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. However, 
this WSA was one of those exposed by the National Outdoor Coalition 
(NOC), a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-hi^way vehicle 
groups. A large number of club members sent in printed coupons 
supporting the NOC recommendation of a "moderate use" 
clcissification for the WSA; this was in agreement with the Use 
Alternative. Conservation oriented organizations favored the 
Protection Alternative whioh recommended wilderness designation for 
WSA 221. One letter preferred the No Action Alternative whioh would 
continue to permit the exploration and development of minerals, oil, 
gas, and geothermal resources as the best us^ of the study area. 

4. Proposed Plan; Few specific comments were made concerning this WSA. 
Vdiicle-oriented recreationists, miners, rockhounders, and other 
members of the National CXitdoor Coalition were partially satisfied, 
because part of the WSA was recommended as "moderate use;" this was 
actucdly the portion with the so-called mining roads and the flat 
topography vhich so many find inappropriate for wilderness. 
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Conservationists were discippointed that the cirea was not designated 
wilderness, edthou^ no ^)ecific cxxnments were made on this WSA. 

No ccnments were received frogn local governments. 
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SCH7IH AVaWATZ MXWTATKS WTTnEFNESS STOPy AREA fWSA) 

(CDCA-221A) 

1. THE glUDY AREA - 27,580 acres 

The South Avawatz Mcfuntains VJSA is located in San Bernardino County within 
the central northeast portion of the Ccilifomia Desert Conservation Area 
(COCA). The ocOTtBjnity of Baker is ten miles southecist of the WSA. The WSA 
includes 26,621 acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of 
land Management (BLM), 750 acres cwned by the State of California and 209 
acres of private land (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

This triangular WSA is bounded to the north by the Silver Late Mine Road. 
The northwest boundary follows a drainage system to avoid evidence of 
previous mining activity. The Fort Irwin Military Reservation boundary 
makes the western border of the WSA. The southeastern boundary is 
located cilong an imaginary line 400 feet north of three hi^ voltage power 
transmission lines in place in 1979, exc^yt vhere the service road extends 
beyond the 400 feet and then the service road is the boundary. The WSA 
inventory narrative specificcilly excludes the southwest "lip” of the WSA 
along the Military R^ervation boundary near Red Pass Late. Hcwever, the 
officietl WSA map did not recognize this exclusion and it is therefore 
included within the WSA. 

The southeastern portion of the WSA is located within a two mile wide 
utility corridor designated in the CDCA Plan. Other portions of the WSA are 
within a future utility corridor (1990-2020) identified for the State of 
Ccdifomia. Almost the entire WSA is within an area identified in an 
e^qjansion prqposal for the adjacent Fort Irwin Military Reservation. 

The WSA contains the southernmost extension of the Avawatz Mountains. The 
mountains are hi^ily dissected and contain ste^y-walled narrcw canyons. The 
ecistem half of the WSA encompasses a large bajada of coarse gravel and 
scattered boulders criss-crossed by many graveled washes. The WSA contains 
approximately 25% hills, 25% plains, 20% mountains, 10% dissected fans, 10% 
hi^ily dissected fans, 5% alluvial fans, 3% pediments and 2% riverwashes. 
Elevations range from 880 feet at the eastern limit of the area's bajada to 
a maximum elevation of 3,270 feet in the southern Avawatz Mountains. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLFMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan: protection, 
use, balanced and no action; a summary of the area's wilderness values was 
included in ^ypendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. REOOMMENDATTC^ AND RATTQNATF - 0 acres recommended for 
wilderness 

26,621 BIM acres recommended 
for nonwildemess 
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No wilderness is the recxanmendation for the Scuth Avawatz Mountains WSA. 
The entire acreage in the WSA is released for uses other than wilderness. 
Future activities in the area will be controlled by a coonbination of lew and 
moderate intensity management as prescribed in the Plan. This 
recanmendaticxi will be inplemented in a manner which will use all practical 
means to avoid or minimize environmental iirpacts. 

The Bcilanoed Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
outlined in the CDCA Plan and further e3q)lained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

The wilderness qualities of the WSA are not cutstanding. The mineral 
potenticil of the area, as well the need to keep the land available for 
utilization of a designated utility corridor, clLso influenced the 
nonsuitable reocanmendation. Designation of the area as wilderness would not 
ccMitribute any additioncLL unique or distinct features to the Naticnal 
Wilderness Preservation System. Other WSAs in the California Desert that 
cire recommended suitable offer a much more extensive and diverse r^resenta- 
tion of desert wilderness values. There cire approximately 14 miles of 
routes of travel including primitive ways, washes and other unmaintained 
routes of access ^^ch will remain available for vehicular use. 

While the Avawatz Mountains do offer an inpressive mountainous backdrxp to 
travelers on State Route 127, the South Avawatz Mountains WSA offers no 
single unique feature or attractions of special significance. The scenic 
values in the WSA represent only the norm for many desert mountain ranges. 

Areas of prior mineral productivity surround the WSA. Also, two patented 
mining claims are located in the central portion of the WSA and one patented 
claim is near the northern border. Portions of the WSA itself contain hi^ 
potenticils for ircHi, silver, gold, and clay. These hi^ potenticil areas are 
encuihbered by 24 mining claims that include 480 acres of the WSA. 
Development of any valid claims would seriously degrade the natural 
character of the area. Given the history of the area and the recognized 
mineral potenticLLs, the likelihood for valid, existing mineral ri^ts and/or 
a major discovery is considered hi<^. 

Wilderness designation would prohibit full development of the energy and 
transmission corridor identified in the 1980 CDCA Plan and EIS. The two- 
mile wide corridor overlaps the entire southeastern boundary of the WSA for 
^proximately one mile. This corridor, along with others in the CDCA, were 
designated to aocornmodate the long-term energy and ccmmunication needs of 
the southwestern United States. Other portions of the WSA are within a 
future utility corridor (1990-2020) identified for the State of California 
in the Western Regioncil Corridor Study (1980). D^^ending upon the 
juxtaposition of the WSAs ultimately designated wilderness within the CDCA, 
there may or may not be constraints to present and future develcpment of 
such corridors. 

2 



Itie wildlife and vegetative resources within the area are typical of the 
surrounding desert. The area contains no unusual plants or State or 
Federally listed threatened or endangered plant or animal species. The 
mcuntaincus area is transient range for desert bi^om she^ habitat in the 
northern Avawatz Mountains and the Soda Mountains to the south. 

Culturcil resource sensitivity and Native American concerns are moderate to 
very hi^ throu^out the WSA. Ethnogr^iiic research indicates that the 
Chem^uevi used the area for resource collection. Ihe Old Spanish Emigrant 
Trail crosses in an east-west directic»i throu^ the center of the WSA. 

Ihe WSA would be best managed and maintained under nonwildemess and a 
oombinatiOTi of lew and moderate intensity management guidelines as 
prescribed in the CDCA Plan. The mineral wecilth of the area could be fully 
developed without the sacrifice of desert resources. 

TABLE 1 - Land Status and Acreage Summary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 26,621 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 750 
Private 209 

Total 27,580 

Within the Recommended Wilderness Boundary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 0 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
^lit Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Recommended for Wilderness 0 

Within the Area Not Recommended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 26,621 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Total BIM Land Not Recommended for Wilderness 26,621 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN DEVELOPING THE WIIJ3ERNESS RECXM^NDATIO^S 

A. Wilderness characteristics 

1. Naturalness; The area is largely untrammeled by man throu^out. 
Itie inprint of man is substanticLLly unnotioeable. With the 
exo^3tion of several areas impacted by previous mining activity and 
14 miles of existing routes of travel, the remaining area retains 
its primeval character and influence. 

2. Solitude; CXitstanding cpportunities for solitude are available. 
The canycHTS and washes provide topographic screening and s^)aration 
into enclosed spaces. The Soda and Avawatz Mountains are visible 
frcm the bajada. The unbroken view of these large features provides 
a psychological feeling of vastness. However, on the bajadas, the 
lack of topogrephic diversity and vegetative screening can also have 
a limiting affect on cpportunities. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as part of 
the national defense mission taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli<^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude vhich 
cire deemed necessary and acc^>table as a part of the defense 
pr^)aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; The area provides for 
unconfined movement and primitive types of recreation. The existing 
routes of travel do not substantially limit cpportunities. However, 
lack of available water is aggravated by extreme summer heat and lew 
humidity. 

4. Special Features; The mountaincus portion of the WSA contains 
transient desert bi^om she^ habitat, a BLM sensitive species. 
She^ occ:asionally travel between the Sexia Mountains to the south 
and the northern Avawatz Mountains. The Old Spanish Emigrant Trail 
crosses the WSA in an east-west direction. Otherwise, the 
landforms, ecolcgical diversity, and geologicxil features are not 
uniejue, they are typicxil of features cxrnnon throun^out the 
surrcjunding deserts and mountains. 

B. Diversity in the NationcLL Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natureJ. systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems; The South Avawatz Mountains WSA would 
not incarease the diversity of the types of ecxjsystems represented in 
the National Wilderness Preservation System. The WSA contains 
26,621 acres of the American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem, vhich 
is well r^resented in other WSAs in the CDCA that are recommended 
suitable for wilderness designation. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentation 

Bailey-Kiichler 
Classification 
Dcmain/Provinoe/R^V 

NWPS Areas Other BLM Studies 
acres areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 

1 343,753 

CAUFORNIA 

1 343,753 

117 4,241,288 

88 3,627,484 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a day's driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of ei^t major 
population centers. Table 3 summcirizes the number and acreage of 
designated areas and BIM study areas within a five-hour drive of the 
pc^xilation centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Pc^julation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 

Centers 
California 

cireas acres areas acres 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 

Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 

Ins Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 

Oxnard-Ventura 23 2,195,198 85 2,703,260 

Riverside-San Berncirdino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

San Diego 15 1,043,680 100 3,378,814 

Visal ia-Tulare-Porterville 34 4,431,635 61 1,681,921 

Nevada 

las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geograrMc distribution of wilderness are^; The WSA 
is within 50 air miles of 13 BIM WSAs recommended for wilderness 
designation. The closest designated wilderness cirea is Joshua Tree 
Wilderness, administered by Joshua Tree National Monument, 100 miles 
south of the WSA. 
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C. Manageability 

The South Avawatz Mountains WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, 
there are significant issues vAiich would ccnplicate the ability to 
maintain the existing wilderness values into the future. 

The WSA contains 750 acres of State land and two patented mining claims. 
Any develc^xrent and access requirements would likely be incompatible 
with wilderness values. 

The likelihood for valid mineral ri^ts anchor a major discovery is 
considered hi^. Twenty-four mining claims encumber 480 acres of the 
hi^ potential mineral areas in the WSA. 

Military overfli^ts in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future national defense mission as well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Mineral Resource Values 

1. Summary of information known at the time of the preliminary 
suitability recommendation; The South Avawatz Mountains WSA is in 
the BIM Avawatz Mountain Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-EHM) Resource 
Area (GRA). BIM G-E-M data in the Wilderness section of the Desert 
Plan EIS (Volume B, i^jpendix III) in 1980 indicated that resource 
data for this WSA had not been fully analyzed, integrated, and 
interpreted at the time the wilderness recommendation was made. 
However, it did state that this WSA had possible potential for iron 
and other metals. The Iron Mountain mine, adjacent to the 
northwestern part of the WSA was in production in 1980. No 
ur^tented mining claims had been recorded with BIM in the WSA as of 
December 12, 1979. 

The GRA r^xDrt supported the EIS and indicated resources of iron, 
silver, gold and clay within the WSA. Sli^tly more than one square 
mile in the northwestern part of the WSA was classified as having 
hi^ potential for the occurrence of iron resources, based on 
indicated reserves and resources of 375,000 tons of hematite and 
magnetite at the patented Iron King Mine, and favorable geology 
consisting of Tertiary-age fan-lacustrine sequence containing 
limestone breccia. The Iron Mountain Mine, in the same geologic 
environment three-fourths of a mile northwest of the WSA, produced 
700,000 tons of iron ore prior to 1980. About two square miles in 
the south-central part of the WSA were assessed as having hi^ 
potenticLL for the occurrence of silver, gold and bentonite clay 
resources based on past producticxi. 

The area surrounding the Iron King Mine in the northwestern part of 
the WSA was rated as having moderate potential for the occurrence of 
uranium based on a geodhemiccil sample aronalous in uranium. The 
potenticil for occurrence should be considered low, since a single 
geochemical sample is insufficient evidence to base evidence for 
occurrence of a resource. 
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The southwestern part of the WSA, near Red Pass Lake was classified 
by the Geologiccil Survey (USGS) in 1978 as prospectively for sodium. 
Since there cire no known occurrences of sodium oanpounds in this 
area, the potentieLL for occurrence is lew. 

2. Summary of significant new minercil resource data collected since the 
preliminary suitability recoromendation vdiich should be considered in 
the fined recommendation; No USGS or U.S. Bureau of Mines mineral 
survey was completed for this WSA because it is recxanmencied 
nonsuitable for wilderness designation. 

In 1985, a plan of operation was filed for precious metals 
exploraticxi drilling about one mile north of the Goodwater Mine, 
just south of the center of the WSA. Also in 1985, U.S. Borax cind 
Chemioal Ciatpany filed a plan of operaticxi ^^oh included an 
exploration drill hole in the northern part of this WSA. The plan 
also included several drill holes in adjacent WSA 221. 

The WSA contains three patented mining claims, and unpatented lode 
mining claims in the central and northeastern portion of the WSA. 
Ur^tented mining claims in the WSA are summarized in the following 
table ta3cen from BEM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CLAIM SUITABLE NC^SUTT. TOTAL SUITABIE NCKSUTT. TOTAL 
lode N/A 24 24 N/A 480 480 
Placer N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 
Mill Site N/A 0 0 N/A 0 0 

Total N/A 24 24 N/A 480 480 

E. Summary of Environmentcil Consequences of the Pre^xDsed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness Values; Noise, surface disturbance and access 
requirements for mineral ejqjloration and develcpment will negatively 
iirpact naturalness, solitude, and primitive and unconfined types of 
recreation. 

2. Impact on Minerals and Energy: Opportunities for exploration and 
develc^xnent of minerals and energy will continue to be available 
subject to applicable laws, regulations and the low and moderate 
intensity, multiple use management guidelines established in the 
CDCA Plan. 

3. Impact on Desert Bicdiom Sheep Habitat; The transient bi^om she^ 
habitat within the WSA will continue to receive priority 
consideration over conflicting land uses according to the low 
intensity, multiple use management prescriptions contained in the 
CDCA Plan. 
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4. Impact on Future Utility Corridor Develconent; CiK»rtunities will 
continue to be available for full utilization and development of the 
utility corridor designated in the CDCA Plan. Ihe WSA is also 
within a planned utility corridor (1990-2020) for the State of 
California as identified in the Western Regional Corridor Study 
(1980). Althcxi^ this corridor was not identified or designated in 
the CDCA Plan, opportunities will be available for planning and 
development of future corridors that are necessary to meet the long¬ 
term growth needs of Southwestern United States. 

5. Impact on Cultural Resource Values and Native American Concerns: 
The areas of sensitivity, in addition to ^plicable laws and 
regulations, are afforded the additional protection of the lew 
intensity, multiple use guidelines in the CDCA Plan. 

6. Impact on Adjacent Military Reservation: Scoping and analysis of 
the esqjansion proposed for Fort Irwin will not be constrained by the 
nonwildemess recommendation for the WSA. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No local social or economic considerations were identified in the Final 
CDCA Plan and EIS. Iherefore, no further discussion of this tcpic will 
occur in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA - Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicited throu^out cdl fhases in the development 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Study Ehase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Preposed Plan. Ihe following is a 
summary of all comments received. Inaccuracies that are known to exist 
are noted in parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; Most comments sippxDrted the findings. 

2. Study Phase; Four letters were received on WSA 221A. Two favored 
wilderness designation, with one claiming that the Avawatz Mountains 
provide a hi^ily scenic, rugged, and remote area vhere there is 
ample opportunity for solitude and primitive types of recreation. 

Opponents of wilderness mentioned the probable adverse effects of 
activities at Fort Irwin Military Reservation, the impacts of off- 
hi^Tway vehicle use on existing vehicle routes, and effects of 
mining activities at the Silver lake Mine. The owner of the mine 
feared that wilderness designation would limit further development 
of mining activities. 

Three comments were received in response to the Public Irput 
Workbook (3/15/79). One letter was from the owner of the Silver 
Lake mine, requesting a one-half mile wide buffer along the road 
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between WSA 221 and WSA 221A because of heavy use for hauling ore. 
Another letter si^jported wilderness, noting the si:?)erior primitive 
qualities of the area. Ihe third respondent wanted to limit the use 
of off^ii^Tway vehicles in the vicinity. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; Few public ccniments specific to WSA 221A 
were received in response to the Draft Plan Alternatives. Hcwever, 
this WSA was one of those opposed by the National CXrtdoor Coeilition 
(NOC), a coalition of mining, rockhounding, and off-hi^iway vehicle 
groups. A large number of club members sent in printed forms 
sijpporting the position of the NOC vhich was to classify this area 
as '*mcxierate use;” this was the recommendation of the Use 
Alternative vhich recommended wilderness for WSA 221A. One letter 
preferred the No Action Alternative vhioh would continue to permit 
the exploration and develcpnaent of minerals, oil, gas, and 
geothermal resources. 

4. Proposed Plan; Few specific comments were received concerning WSA 
221A. Conservation and motorized vehicle-oriented grotps maintained 
the same positions as for the Draft Plan Alternatives. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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KrNGSDOW RftNGE WIUERNESS STTOPy AREA fWSA) 

(CDCA-222) 

1. THE STUDY AREA - 300,549 acres 

The majority of the Kingston Range WSA is located in northeastern San 
Bernardino County, eilthou^ the study aiea*s northwest comer extends into 
Inyo County. The WSA is located near the eastern edge of the California 
Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The nearest ocxnmunities are Baker, 
California, 50 miles southwest; Barstcw, California, 110 miles southwest; 
and las Vegas, Nevada, 50 miles northeast. The study area contains 282,931 
acres of public land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of land Management 
(BIM), 16,205 acres of State land, and private cwnerships totalling 1,413 
acres (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

Beginning at the northeast comer, the eastern WSA boundary follcws the 
paved Excelsior Mine Road to a utility transmission line ri^t-of-way road, 
\^ch forms the first three and one-half miles of the southern boundary. 
The boundary leaves this road to slcirt private property and public lands 
heavily irrpacted by mining activity in the Shadow Mountain area, then 
returns to the road for another four miles. Once again skirting a section 
of private property and public lands containing mining activity, the final 
six miles of the southern WSA boundary returns to follow the transmission 
line road. The transmission line, maintenance road, and portions of the WSA 
are within an energy and utility transmission corridor identified by the BIM 
in the CDCA Plan, and by the 1980 Western Regional Corridor Study. From the 
southwest comer, the western WSA boundary winds around the Silurian Hills, 
primarily following dry washes and roads, but sometimes running cross¬ 
country to exclude areas of mining activity. At the north end of the 
Silurian Hills, the boundary follows a road around the east side of 
Silurian Dry Lake, emerging on State Hi^way 127 at the site of Renoville. 
At this point, the boundary cherrystems an improved road that reaches for 15 
and one-half miles de^ into the heart of the WSA. This road forks, with 
one branch going to the Eastern Star Mine and the other to Kingston Spring. 
Returning again to State Hi^way 127, the western boundary follows the 
hi^way north for five and one-half miles, then swings sharply east to 
exclude the Dumont Dunes Off-Hi^way Vehicle (CHV) Area. The west WSA 
boundary then once again follows the hi^way for just over seven miles, 
finailly swinging northeast to meet the Excelsior Mine Road at the WSA's 
northwest comer. The northern boundary follows this road for less than one 
and one-half miles. The remainder of the irregular northern boundary runs 
south of and rou^ily parallel to the Teccpa Road, excluding private 
prcperty, mine access roads, and areas of heavy mining activity, finally 
emerging again on the Excelsior Mine Road at the WSA's northeast comer. 

The WSA is easily accessible by two-^ieel drive vehicle cilong State Hi^way 
127, the Excelsior Mine Road, and via the oherrysteramed roads to the Eastern 
Star Mine and Kingston Spring. Off-hi^way vehicle trails provide 
additional access into the interior of the study area. 
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The diverse terrain of the Kingston Range WSA includes several valleys, 
bajadas, major washes, hills, and mcuntains of varying form. Within the 
northecist portion of the study cirea is the Kingston Range proper—^the 
hi<^est and most colorful of the WSA's mountains. Seme 17 miles of 
continuous ridgeline is above 6,000 feet, capped by 7,323-foot Kingston 
Peak. The rainge can be envisioned as an island of montane environments in a 
sea of desert lowlands. A bajada slopes south from the Kingstoi Range and 
leads to the very broad, often ste^y-walled Kingston Wash. South of the 
wash lie the Shadow Mountains, a large series of Icw-lying rounded peaks 
with gently meandering interior canyons and numerous erosion channels. The 
Dumont Hills to the west of the Kingston Range are a series of hills 
standing out frxam a hi^y eroded bajada separatijnq the range from Silurian 

Vcilley. 

The vegetation is creosote bush scrub at lower elevations and juniper-pinyon 
woodland at hic^er elevations. A small stand of vhite fir occurs at upper 
elevations north of Kingston Peak. Several unusual plant assemblages are 
formed within the WSA. (See the discussion under Wilderness 

Characteristics.) 

Portions of two Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) cire within 
the WSA. The northwestern portion of the WSA includes about 70% of the 
Amargosa Canyon ACEC, established to protect permanent flowing water and 
associated wetland habitats, and cultural resources reflecting 8,000 years 
of human occajpation. ^jproximately 50% of the Salt Creek Hills ACEC is 
included in the west side of the WSA, just south of the EXunont Danes. This 
ACEC contains resources similar to that of Amargosa Canyon. 

The WSA was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLEMA). Four alternatives were analyzed in the Draft and 
Final Environmental Iropact Statement (EIS) for the CDCA Plan, protection, 
use, bcLLanced and no action, and a summary of the area's wilderness values 
was included in Afpendix III of the Final EIS. 

2. RECOMMENDATTC^ AND RATTONATE 35,463 acres reccmmended for 
wilderness 

248,562 BIM acres recommended for 
nonwildemess 

Partial wilderness is the recomnvendation for the Kingston Range WSA. The 
248,562 acres in this WSA recommended nonsuitable are released for uses 
other than wilderness. The majority of the WSA will be managed for lew- 
intensity, carefully controlled use. In addition to the Federal acreage 
recommended for wilderness, BLM recommends that 1,094 acres of State land be 
acquired throu^ exchange or purchase and designated as wilderness. With 
acquisition of these inholdings, a total of 35,463 acres are recommended for 
wilderness. Appendix 1 lists all inholdings arxi provides additional 
information on their acquisition. This recommendation will be implemented 
in a manner vhich will use all practical means to avoid or minimize 
envirxaTmental irrpacts. 
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The Bcilanced Alternative is the environmentally preferable alternative as 
cutlined in the CDCA Plan and further e^^lained in the California Wilderness 
Study Overview. 

The partial wilderness recxxnmendation is based on the following rationale: 
(1) the lands reocramended for wilderness contain the WSA's most outstanding 
wilderness values, as well as some noteworthy specieil features; (2) the 
reconmended nonsuitable portion of the study area has potential for other 
resource uses, namely mining, livestock grazing, energy transmission, and 
motorized recreation; and (3) the 86% of the WSA recommended nonsuitable is 
largely void of specieil features. Those special features that do exist are 
concentrated in the existing ACECs, and can be protected, and in some cases 
better managed, throun^ that designation. 

The lands recommended for wilderness designation possess an outstanding 
primitive character exemplifying the qucilities described in Section 2(c) of 
the Wilderness Act. The diverse topography and relatively dense vegetation 
offer a degree of visual screening vhich enhances primitive recreation 
activities and offers numerous opportunities for solitude. Opportunities 
for hiking, ba<okpacking, nature study, photography, and desert peak climbing 
are outstanding and limited only by the interests of the desert 
recreationist. With over 500 plant species present, the WSA is one of the 
most botanically diverse areas within the CDCA. All or portions of five 
unusual plant assemblages cire within the recemmended wilderness area. A 
designation of wilderness for the recemmended suitable portion of the 
Kingston Range WSA will also protect 16 square miles containing an immense 
concentration of significant cultural resources. At the time of wilderness 
inventory, the majority of these resources were uriknewn. Surveys completed 
by the University of California, Santa Cruz, in 1983, resulted in 42 new 
sites being recorded. The suitability recommendation will preclude any 
further vehicular use of approximately ei^t miles of primitive access 
routes of travel. 

The majority of areas with moderate to hi^ mineral potential have been 
excluded from the recommended wilderness area. Manageability is further 
enhanced because the recommended wilderness area contains only 14 unp^atented 
lode mining claims. In contrast, the recommended nonsuitable portion of the 
WSA contains considerable acreage with moderate to hi^i pxjtential for a 
variety of locatable minerals; talc, gypsum, lead, silver, zinc, copper, 
zeolites, mol^tdenum, and iron. The area also has vast acreage with 
moderate potential for sodium or geothermal energy, vhich are leasable 
mineral resources. The recommended nonsuitable area contains 603 mining 
claims. Considering the area's inineral pxotenticLL, it is prc±>able that a 
sizable pxortion of these claims would prove to have a valid discovery. 
There are approximately 60 miles of routes of travel including primitive 
ways, washes and other unmaintained routes of access vhich will remain 
available for vehicular use. 

The WSA contains portions of the Horsethief Springs and Valley Wells Grazing 
Allotments, both of vhich are grandfathered uses, and the preposed Tecepa 
Grazing Allotment, vhich is within the recommended nonsuitable area of the 
WSA. Wilderness designation of the entire WSA would constrain additional 
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develcp[nent of the grandfathered allotments to acxxnimodate increased numbers 

of livestock, and would eliminate the possibility of establishing the 

proposed new allotment. 

Ihe southern boundary of the reccsnmended nonsuitable portiOTi of the WSA is 

within an energy cind utility transmission corridor designated by both the 

CDCA Plan and the 1980 Western Pegional Corridor Study. Wilderness 

designation of this area could constrain the placement of future facilities 

within the corridor. 

The portion of the WSA reccinmended nonsuitable receives almost no hiking or 

bac}^)acking use. Recreation use levels in genercil are lew, but vhat does 

take place is almost exclusively vehicle d^jendent. Predominant activities 

include OtN touring and si^tseeing, rockheunding, camping, nature study, 

and research. Kingston Wash, vhich bisects the area from west to east, is a 

favored ON tour route. A segment of the preposed statewide Draft dN trail 

system identified in the California Statewide Motorized Trails Plan passes 

throu^ the recommended nonsuitable portion of this WSA. Sperry Wash Canyon 

is known among rocWiounds as yielding some of the finest petrified wood in 

the desert. On the 248,563 acres recommended nonsuitable, vehicle use is 

currently cillowed on all designated pen routes, including washes, unless a 

route is specifically designated closed. Because of its la^e size, 

wilderness designation of the entire area would mean a significant 

curtailment of motorized recreation opportunities in this region of the 

desert. 

Again within the nonsuitable area, the special biological and cultural 

resources contained in the two ACECs can be adequately protected by the 

corresponding special management prescriptions established for these areas. 

Legitimate scientific research, vhich would be constrained by wilderness 

designation, would be cillowed to continue unhampered by additional 

regulation, thereby potentially increasing the contribution these areas 

could make to the body of scientific knowledge in both biological and 

anthrpological disciplines. 
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TABLE 1 - land Status and Acreage Suninary of the Study Area 

Within Wilderness Study Area Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 282,931 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

Ihholdings 
State 16,205 
Private 1,413 

Total 300,549 

Within the Reccmmended Wilderness RmiTv^ary Acres 
BIM (within WSA) 34,369 
BIM (outside WSA) 0 
Split Estate (within WSA) 0 
Split Estate (outside WSA) 0 

Total BIM Land Peccmmiended for Wilderness 34,369 

Inholdings^ 
State 1,094 
Private 0 

Within the Area Not Reoanmended for Wilderness Acres 
BIM (surface and subsurface) 248,562 
Split Estate (BIM surface only) 0 

TotcLL BIM land Not Reccnimended for Wilderness 248,562 

^ i^:pendix 1 is a detailed description of inholdings and split 
estate tracts included within the study. For purposes of this report, 
split estate lands are defined only as those lands with Federal surTace 
and non Federal subsurface (minerals). lands that have Federal 
minerals but non Federal surface should be classified in this rqport by 
the cwner of the surface estate. 
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3. CRITERIA CmSIDERED IN ra^/EIDPING THE Vn:iI3ERNESS R 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. Natuictlness; Ihe recxxnrnended wilderness portion of the Kingston 
Range WSA OOTitains a few springs that have been developed, but ctre 
still natural in ^pearanoe. Some mineral exploration activities 
including adits, posts and monuments associated with mining claim 
locaticxi, cind occasional traces of vehicle lose on ways or in washes, 
cire all substanticilly unnotioeable within the WSA. 

Inpacts to naturalness in the reconimended ncaisuitable porticxi of the 
WSA includes examples of all the manmade features mentioned above, 
plus some additioncil ones. Over 15 miles of the old Tonapah- 
Tidewater Railroad line runs from north to south throu^ the western 
porticxi of the area recommended nonsuitable. Althou^ the tracks 
and many of the ties have been removed, the railroad bed is still 
evident. In addition, a primitive CHV trail has develqped alongside 
the old railroad bed, and has become a pc^xilar CHV tour route. 
Silurian Valley is located between the railroad grade and State 
Hi^Tway 127 on the WSA boundary and is laced with a network of (^iV 
trails, many of them originating at the Dumont Dunes CHV Area 
immediately to the north. 

The extreme northeastern portion of the area recommended 
nonsuitable includes an approximate two and one-half mile stretch of 
the paved Excelsior Mine Road. 

Around the cherrystemmed portion of the improved route leading to 
Kingston Spring, intensive mineral exploration and development has 
substantially altered natural conditions. Ihe State of California 
is actively leasing its section of land south of the spring for the 
extraction of pharmaceutical grade clay. 

A mill site with associated dwellings and outbuildings exists in the 
northwestern portion of the WSA, in T.20N., R.8E., Section 29. 
i^roximately one mile of a pcwerline passes throu^ this area, with 
a service drcp for the mill site. Both the pcwerline and the 
service drcp are authorized by ri^ts-of-way. 

Abandoned hcmesites are scattered throu^out the recommended 
nonsuitable area, at the old tcwnsites of Sperry, Vciljean, and 
Dumont, and isolated outlying areas. These sites typically consist 
of piles of debris and the collapsed, ratting remains of old 
structures. 

2. Solitude; Aided by tcpxDgraphy and lew visitation, opportunities for 
solitude are present throu^out the area. At present, human use is 
limited to fcill hunting, mineral exploration and development, and 
trips to maintain ranch improvements. 
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Althcu^ the WSA does not include the Dumont Dunes CXIV area, its 
exclusicxi from the WSA resulted in a large, seven-mile Icng by two- 
to seven-mile wide indentation in the western WSA boundary. Because 
of its intrusive shape, the si^ts and sounds of (^IV play activity 
within the CHV area affect a large zone within the WSA. 

This WSA is periodically overflown by military aircraft as pcirt of 
the national defense missicxi taking place in approved military 
operating areas and fli^t corridors. The visual intrusions and 
cissociated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude 
vhich cire deemed necessary and acc^jtable as a part of the defense 
pr^>aredness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and Unconfined Recreation; The recommended suitable cirea 
presents of^rtunities for hiking, hunting, nature study, and 
photogr^hy. One of the most interesting features of this area is 
the SL^jerb long distance views framed by the granite boulders and 
wooded slopes of the Kingston Mountains. Kingston Peak is 
recognized as a challenge for climbers and is included on the Sierra 
Club's list of "California Desert Peaks." 

Within the recommended nonsuitable portion of the WSA, quality 
primitive recreational c^jportunities are available at the Amargosa 
Canyon and Scilt Creek Hills ACECs. The rest of the recommended 
nonsuitable portion of the WSA contains vast expanses of featureless 
landscape that, vhile it presents no barriers to constrain primitive 
recreation, also provides nothing to attract such use. 

4. Special Features; There are several geologic formations within the 
WSA important for the fossils they contain. The oldest are the 
Pahrump Group at an age of 1,200 million years. The Pahruitp Groi^) 
is hi^ily important to the study of evolutionary develc^jroent because 
the oldest evidence of eukaryotic or mitotic cells have been found 
here. Another major milestone in the evolution of life on earth is 
recorded in the local strata, one of the few places vhere rocks 
spanning the transition between the Pre-Canibrian and Cambrian Ages 
are displayed. This period, some 570 million years ago, marked the 
origin of animals with ^ell-like outer coverings, and the 
subsequent widespread occurrence of macrofossils such as 
trilobites. 

Five unusual plant assemblages (UPAs) occur either totally or 
partially within the recommended wilderness area. The first are 
riparian areas within the Amargosa Gorge and near Horsethief 
Springs. The second is a stand of enormous Nolina wplfii, some of 
them as much as 15 feet hi^ and over ten feet in girth. They are 
found only here and in Joshua Tree National Monument. This 
extensive stand of giant Nolina occurs on the slc^Des and ridges of 
Tecopa Pass and cilong ste^, rocky exposed slopes from 3,200 to 
7,300 feet in elevation. The giant Nolina, with its tree-like 
stature and yucca-like form has a discontinuous distribution across 
the Mojave Desert and its occurrence in the eastern Mojave Desert is 
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limited to the Kingston Range. The third unusual plant assemblage 
is a calciphyte assemblage of rare limestme endemics and the 
fourth, a small enclave of vdiite fir (Abies ooncolor), consisting 
of some 150 trees scattered between 6,900 and 7,200 feet along two 
ste^ Cciriyons north of Kingston Peak. This is one of three relic 
stands of v^te fir in the California Desert. The fifth unusual 
plant assemblage is a portion of the huge Shadow Valley-Cima Dome 
Joshua tree forest, one of the densest concentrations of Joshua 
trees in the world. 

Of the 505 species of native plants found in the Kingston Range, 32 
species are considered endangered, rare, or of limited distribution 
by the Cadifomia Native Plant Society (CNPS). Six species on the 
CNPS lists are currently under review for Federal listing as 
endangered or threatened ^)ecies: pygmy agave, willow brickelbrush, 
Kingston bedstraw. Death Valley beard-tongue and Kingston rock 
cinquefoil. 

The hi^ elevations wooded with pinyon, juniper and \^te fir 
attract a number of species of birds that do not normally occur in 
the desert. The avifauna includes birds restricted to the relic 
v^te fir groves and many ^)ecies v^ch are at least partially 
d^)endent on it. Among these are the Virginia's warbler and the 
h^>atic tanager vbich in the last decade in California, have only 
been recorded in this habitat. The presence of these and other 
species of birds has been noted in only two other eastern Mojave 
mountain ranges. 

The Kingston Mountains are one of four localities in Ccilifomia in 
\(Aiich confirmed sittings of the banded gila monster (Heloderma 
susoectum) have been made. The remaining three localities all have 
had one gila monster sitting v^ereas the Kingston Mountains have 
had three s^jarate confirmed sightings of this lizard. The gila 
monster is fully protected under California law and is a BIM 
sensitive species in California. Althou^ it is not under status 
review by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (US F&WS) for 
Federal listing as threatened or endangered, it is being considered 
for the State list of rare species. 

The rugged mountains of the WSA provide ideal habitat for an 
estimated 50 desert bi^om she^, a BIM sensitive species. Bi^om 
are present in many of the Mojave Desert mountain ranges, but water 
availability is the main factor limiting their pc^xilations. In scame 
canyons in the southern Kingston Range, tinajas (natural water 
tanks) hold water for considerable periods after a rain. The 
tinajas in She^ Tank Canyon are particularly well developed, 
occurring for several kilometers in the canyon bottom and reaching 
d^)ths of more than ten feet. They are partially fed by small 
wrings. Tinajas are also notable at Spotted Toad Spring, in a 
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tributary south of Kingston Peak, and in the canyon south of the 
Omega Mine. The four major springs in the central corridor of the 
Kingstcai Range all have dependable water si^plies that have been 
used by bi^iom she^ at one time or another. 

Wild and free-roaming burros are found within the WSA, included in 
the Clcurk Mountain Herd Management Area. ^ 

The Kingston Range is hi^ily concentrated with cultural resource 
sites dating back as early as A.D. 500. In addition to 42 new sites 
recorded by the University of California, Santa Cruz, in 1983, a 
wide variety of archaeological sites had been previously recorded 
including ei^t base camps, 19 temporary camps, two rock art sites, 
pottery scatters, lithic scatters and quarries, two agave roasting 
pits and numerous occurrences of isolated artifacts. 

The preceding paragr^^ describe the special features within the 
reconmended suitable area. The recommended nonsuitable portion of 
the WSA is largely lacking in special features, with the notable 
exc^jtions of the Amargosa Canyon ACEC and the Salt Creek Hills 
ACEC. 

Permanent flowing water and associated wetland habitats in the 
Amargosa Canyon ACEC provide food, cover, and nesting space to a 
great vciriety of birds. Several fish, mammals, insects, and 
mollusks inhabiting the Amargosa River drainage are animals with 
very limited distribution or lew pc^xilations. The Amargosa vole 
(Microtus califomicus scimensis) and the least Bell's vireo fVireo 
bellii pusillus) are listed as endangered by the State of 
CcLLifomia and cire currently under status review by the U.S. F&WS 
for possible Federal listing as threatened or endangered. The 
California Yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus amaericanus occidentalis) 
has been listed as rare by the State of California. 

The Amargosa Canyon ACEC's permanent flowing water has attracted 
humans for at least 8,000 years. Four distinct aborigined cultural 
complexes are r^resented here: Paleo-Indian, Late Mohave/Pinto, 
Amargosa, and Shoshonean. Identifiable remains include slewing 
circles; gravel figures; chopper tools; worked flakes; a variety of 
diagnostic projectile points, including Pinto, Gypsum, Elko, and 
Rose Springs; metates; mortars; pottery; scrapers; and pendants. 
There is no doubt that additional cultural resources exist in the 
canyon, but little formal work has been done here to date. 

Amargosa Canyon has also been the scene of important historiccil 
developments. The first was the establishment of the Old Spani^ 
Trail about 1830. This trail became a major Spanish si:53ply route 
and served as a primary means of entrance into California until well 
after the SpanistVMexican period. The trail was used by large 
numbers of immigrants, traders, miners, and horse and mule pack 
trains. A portion of the Tonc^)ah and Tidewater Railroad line, built 
to transport borax from the Death Valley region, was constructed 

10 



thrc3u^ the canyon around 1906. The line was used until 
approximately 1940. The rails were removed during World War II, and 
clLI bridges have vanished from the effects of weathering, erosion, 
and vandalism. Ifcwever, the railroad grade remains very evident to 
this day. Both the railroad line and the Old Spanish Trail played 
iitportant roles in the settlement and development of California. 

Within the Scilt Creek Hills ACEC, Scilt Creek is cne of a very few 
streams in the California desert situated on a valley floor rather 
than on a mcuntain or in a de^, rocky gorge. Subterranean water is 
forced to the surface at this point and runs intermittently for 
approximately one mile. Ihe water and associated vegetation si:5}port 
a variety of wildlife species v^ch do not occur in nearby drier 
habitats. Breeding bird surveys shew that bird densities are many 
times hi^er and contain hi^er species diversity than other desert 
habitats. Nine species are on the Audubon Society's "Blue List" of 
declining species. A plant known in this genercil area, Centaurium 
napngghilm, has been Federally listed as an endangered species. 

Salt Creek cilso contains iitportant historic and prehistoric cultural 
resources. Ihe area was first occip)ied by Eurepeans around 1850, 
and was the site of the first hard rock gold mine in the Mojave 
Desert. A large number of historical structural remains, including 
mine shafts, cabins, roads, head frames, water tanks, and walls 
still exist, althou^ many have been vandalized. Ihe majority of 
prehistoric sites within the ACEC are small temporary caitps. Based 
on projectile point typing, the main prehistoric occupation appears 
to have been during the Pinto (7,000 to 4,000 years ago) and 
Amargosa (4,000 to 1,000 years ago) Periods. Very little formal 
archeological work h^ been done at Salt Creek. 

B. Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

1. Assessing the diversity of natural systems and features as 
represented bv ecosystems: Ihis WSA contains 213,701 acres of the 
American Desert/Creosote Bush ecosystem and 69,230 acres of the 
American Desert/Juniper-Pinyon Woodland ecosystem. Ihe WSA is an 
ecological transition zone. Ihe Kingston Range is important for the 
study of the interaction of biotic influences of the Great Basin and 
Mojave Desert. Ihe flora and fauna of both geographic regions meet 
in the Kingston Range with numerous species reaching their northern 
and southernmost distribution limits. 
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Table 2 - Ecosystem R^resentaticxi 

Bailey-Kuchler 
Classificaticai 
Dcmain/Prwinoe/FNV 

NWPS Areas Other BLM Studies 
areas acres areas acres 

NATIOlWiaS 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 
American Desert/Juniper-Pinyc»i 1 21,485 
Woodland 

117 4,054,497 
24 637,974 

CAIJPORNIA 

American Desert/Creosote Bush 1 343,753 
American Desert/Juniper-Pinyon 1 21,485 
Woodland 

88 3,440,693 
16 416,723 

2. Expanding the opportunities for solitude or primitive recreation 
within a dav*s driving time (five hours) of major population 
centers; The WSA is within a five-hour drive of five major 
populatiCTi centers. Table 3 summarizes the number and acreage of 
wilderness areas and other BIM study areas within a five-hour drive 
of these population centers. 

Table 3 
Wilderness Opportunities for Residents 

of Major Population Centers 

Peculation NWPS areas Other BIM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 

California 

Anaheim-Santa Ana 25 2,823,534 153 5,703,616 
Bakersfield 32 4,071,358 128 3,998,548 
Los Angeles-Long Beach 27 2,876,234 135 4,958,751 
Riverside-San Bernardino 22 2,031,054 205 7,658,649 

Nevada 

Las Vegas 46 3,507,293 311 11,186,463 

3. Balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness areas; Ihe 
closest designated wilderness is Joshua Tree Wilderness in Joshua 
Tree Natioral Monument, 120 road miles southwest. Nine BLM study 
areas recommended for wilderness designation are within 50 air miles 
of the Kingston Range WSA, six in the California Desert District 
and three in Nevada's Las Vegas District. 
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C. Manaaeabil itv 

The Kingstcai Range WSA is manageable as wilderness. However, several 
fac±ors oorplicate manageability throu^out the WSA, but especially on 

the portion recomnended nmsuitable. 

The southern and western boundaries of the recatimended suitable area 
follow unsurveyed section lines; the northern and eastern boundaries 
follow arbitrary contour lines. Exact on-the-groui^ boundary location 
is difficult due to the fact that no natural terrain features are 
followed. However, within a mile inside the recommended wilderness 
boundary, the terrain is such that inadvertent use by vehicles would be 

almost impossible. 

A total of 617 mining claims indicate substantial industry interest in 
the mineral resources within the Kingston Rsnge WSA. Of these, 603 are 
within the recommended nonsuitable area, while only 14 have been located 
in the portion of the WSA recommended for wilderness. The area's 
mineral potential makes it prctoable that some of these claims would 
withstand a validity examination, allowing development to occur even 
with wilderness designation. Unless the valid ri^ts could be 
acquired, maintenance of wilderness values could not be assured. 

Designating the recommended nonsuitable portion of the stuc^ area as 
wilderness has potential to conflict with development of future 
communication and energy transmission facilities. The south boundary is 
within an energy transmission corridor designated by the CDCA Plan, 
which is also delineated as a four- to six-mile wide utility corridor 
identified by the 1980 Vfestem Regional Corridor Study. Wildem^ 
designation of this portion of the Kingston Range WSA could prohibit 
full develcpment of the corridor, forcing installation of energy 
transmission lines in other corridors or in areas not previously 
disturbed. D^^ending i:p)on vhich WSAs are ultimately designated 
wilderness within the CDCA, there may be constraints placed i:p»n the 
long-term energy and communication transmission capabilities in the 

southwestern United States. 

Portions of two grazing leases exist within the Kingston Range WSA. The 
WSA provides an estimated 4,700 animal unit months (AUMs) of forage, of 
vhich 600 AU^fe are within the recommended suitable area. If the 
recommendations of this report are adcpjted, future grazing management 
conflicts will be minor. However, if a larger area were to be 
designated wilderness, it could preclude some future inprovements as 

well cis a proposed new grazing allotment. 

A portion of the Clark Mountain Burro Herd Management Area is within the 
WSA. Plans for burro removal from this area could be affected by 
wilderness designation, as some of the techniques employed cire not 
compatible with wilderness management. 
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Militcury overfli^ts in this WSA must be cxaisidered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and future natioral defense mission cis well as 
the wilderness resource. 

D. Energy and Minered Resouroe Values 

1. Summary of information kncwn at the time of the preliminary 
suitability recoanmendation; The Kingston Range WSA is located in 
parts of three different BLM Geology-Energy-Minerals (G-E-M) 
Resource Areas (GRAs), the Kingston Range, H^loran ai^ Dumont Dunes 
GRAs. At the time of the recanmendation process the VifiSA was 
classified as haying specific occurrence potential for silyer, lead, 
copper, and gold, industrial minerals including talc, gypsum, 
zeolites, and bentonite, and common mineral materials (e.g., sand 
and grayel). The area was cilso considered as haying potential for 
leasable mineral resources such as oil, gas, sodixjm, and geothermal 
energy. 

A hi^ potential for the occurrence of zeolites and bentonite was 
recognized in the northwest comer of the WSA. In 1979, a major 
company was drilling on part of a zeolite d^xDsit \^ch was known to 
extend into the WSA. Bentonite was being mined in McClain Park 
outside the northwest boundary of the WSA. This deposit is thou^t 
to extend into the WSA. A large area with a hi^ occurrence 
potential for talc occurs along the northern boundary of the WSA in 
the area recommended for nonwildemess. The hi^ occurrence 
potential for gypsum is also found along the northern border, 
adjacent to a former gypsum producer near China Ranch. 

A small area cilong the northern border of the WSA was classified as 
haying a moderate occurrence potential for lead, zinc, and silyer. 
This area is adjacent to the Alexander Mine just north of the WSA. 
The Alexander Mine is comprised of north-trending quartz yeins in 
Precambrian Noonday dolomite containing lead-zinc-silyer 
mineralization. The Precambrian metasedimentary sequence here is of 
a similar age and lithology to those rocks north of Tecopa Pass 
(Tecopa mining district about fiye miles north of WSA), vhere large 
quantities of silyer-lead and zinc ore were mined. Total production 
is not known. 

The central and eastern parts of the WSA including Vciljean 
Hills-Rabbit Hole Spring Area and the Kingston Range has not had a 
detailed analysis of the mineral occurrence potenticil. 
N^ertheless, the north and northeast parts of the WSA haye hi^ 
occurrence potential for tcilc, iron, silyer-lead, and cc^jper. The 
main block of the Kingston Range in the northeastern comer of the 
WSA is a granitic batholith with moderate potenticil for copper, 
iron, silyer, gold, and molybdenum. An area indicated in the 
northeast paid: of the WSA with a hi<^ potenticil for cc^per, iron, 
and silyer is mainly in the dolcmitic rocks adjacent to the Kingston 
pluton. Other hi^ and moderate potential occurrence zones for 
gypsum, cqpper, lead, molidDdenum, and silyer in the southeast part 
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of the WSA cire based on small mines located within the area (See Map 
2). ProducticHi and reserves are not kncwn. As of December, 1979, 
there were over 25 claims within this WSA. 

An area in the northwestern portion of the WSA was identified ^ 
having a hi^ potential for sand and gravel due to known d^xpsits 
and praximity to the county maintained road. Also, an area in the 
northwest segment of the reoonimended nonwildemess portion of the 
WSA was classified cis having a moderate potenticil for metascwnatic 

type tungsten d^xDsits (skam). 

The northwestern and western portions of the area reccmmended 
ncxisuitable for wilderness designation were classified by the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) in 1979 as prospectively valuable for 
sodium and geothermal energy. Both the sodium and geothermal areas 
were classified by BIM in 1980 as having a moderate potential for 

occurrence. 

Classification of mineral resource potentials shewn on Map 2 for the 
recommended nonwildemess portion of the WSA are based on data 
available in 1980 during the preliminary reccramendation process. 

2. SinrtmaTy of significant new mineral resource data collected since the 
preliminary stiitability recommendation vhich should be considered in 
the fin^l Teonmmendation: The USGS and U.S. Bureau of Mines BCM 
conducted mineral surveys of the portion of the WSA recommended 
suitable for wilderness designation. USGS Bulletin 1709, released 
in 1987, assessed the results of these surveys. The mineral 
potentials delineated in the USGS bulletin correspond clo^ly with 
BLM's 1980 mineral potenticil classifications for the portion of the 
WSA recemnended suitable for wilderness designation. However, the 
USGS/BCM data are more defined and therefore are used on Map 2. 

Bulletin 1709 indicates that there are at least six talc d^x>sits 
either within or immediately outside the northeast portion of the 
WSA in the Kingston Range. Their combined resource totals 
c^roximately 1.7 million tons of tcilc, of vhich 430,000 tons are 
within the study area. Talc occurs in lenses 20 feet to 150 feet 
thick and up to 1000 feet long, within alteration zones caused by 
contact metamorphism of dolomite by diabase intrusions. The Beck 
Mine, one-quarter mile north of the WSA is an excellent example of 
cin iron-skam d^xDsit. The iron rich lenses at the Beck Mine are 
i;p to 150 feet wide, and ip to 1500 feet long, with reserves 
identified as 7.2 million tons of iron ore averaging between 45 to 
56% iron. Talc, iron-skam, and bedded iron d^xDsits occur in the 
upper Cambrian Kingston Peak Formation and are classified as having 
a hi^ cind moderate potenticil for occurrence edong the eastern side 
of the portion of the WSA recommended suitable for wilderness 
designation and cilong the northern border of the WSA. 
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A hi^ potenticil for the cxxairrence of oopper^iron-silver d^xDsits 
include the Momi Mine and extension, the U-Sun-U^ prospect, and the 
Horse Thief pro^ject cill within the recxaratiended wilderness portion 
of the WSA. The Mend Mine contains 40,000 tons of identified 
resource averaging 24.6 percent iron and 5.6 percent copper, and 
from one grab sairple 0.3 ounce per ton silver was r^orted. The 
other pro^)ects listed above have similar metcils, of lesser grade 
and no identified reserve. 

There has been documented past production of tcLLc and iron from 
within the WSA. 

As of Decernber 1987, there were a toted of 617 urpatented mining 
claims within the WSA recorded with BIM, as summarized in the 
mining claims below. Uipatented lode mining claims are located in 
the north and south-central areas of the portion of the WSA 
recommended suitable for wilderness designation. Urpatented mining 
claims are located throu^out the recommended nonwildemess portion 
of the WSA; however, heavy concentrations of placer claims are in 
the western and southeastern portions. Lode mining claims in the 
recommended nonwildemess portion of the WSA are concentrated in the 
west and southeast. As of December 1987, there is one current 
ej^loraticai plan of operations on file with the BLM within the WSA. 

Urpatented mining claims are summarized in the following table taken 
from BIM records dated December, 1987. 

Table 4 - Mining Claims 

TYPE NUMBER ACRES 
MINING CIAIM SUITABIE N(»TSUIT. TOTAL SUITABIE NC»JSUIT. TOTAL 

Lode 14 157 171 280 3,140 3,420 
Placer 0 443 443 0 17,720 17,720 
Mill Site 0 3 3 0 15 15 

Total 14 603 617 280 20.875 21.155 

E. Summary of Environmental Consequences of the Proposed Action 

1. Impact on Wilderness VcLLues; Wilderness values will be maintained 
on the 14% of the WSA to be designated wilderness. On the remainder 
of the WSA, wilderness values will gradually decline in areas with 
moderate to hi^ mineral potential as a result of exploration and 
development activities. Values will also gradually decline in areas 
exposed to continued CXIV recreation. Large portions of the WSA will 
remain largely unvisited and undeveloped, and will retain most of 
their wilderness values. 
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2. Impact on Motorized Recreation; Vehicle use is currently allowed 
throu^out the WSA on all designated open routes, including washes, 
unless a route is specifically designated closed. The prc^xjsed 
action will reduce the opportunities for certain activities that 
rely on v^iicles, suoh as touring or rockhounding, within the part 
of the WSA to be designated wilderness. However, these activities 
are pursued only to a limited degree within the recommended 
wilderness portion of the WSA. Extensive cpportunities for 
motorized recreation will remain available on the part of the WSA to 
remain nonwildemess, and in nearby areas. 

3. Impact on Sensitive Plant and Animal Species; Within the 
recommended wilderness, most surface disturbing activities will be 
prdiibited or greatly limited in sccpe, providing protection to 
wildlife habitat and populations. Sensitive plant species will 
benefit from the reduction in surface disturbance that wilderness 
management will provide. However, increased frequency of human use 
may have a negative impact on wildlife species or habitat in 
specific areas such as springs v^ch are attractive to wilderness 
users. Within the nonsuitable portion of the WSA, sensitive species 
are concentrated in the ACECs, and are consequently protected by 
special actions outlined in the ACEC management plans. 

4. Impact on Cultural Resources: Exploration, researxoh, and 
excavation of the proposed wilderness area's cultural resources will 
be restricted scme%\hat by prciubition of vehicle use and constraints 
on site excavation. Cultural resource preservation will be enhanced 
by limitations on surface disturbance, but possible increased 
frequency of use by wilderness enthusiasts may lead to seme 
disturbance of sites. Ihe preposed action will have adverse effects 
CXI caaltural resc3urces of the nonsuitable part of the WSA if areas 
are develcp)ed for mineral resource values. These impaebs will be 
site-specific and mitigated vhenever possible. 

5. Impacb on locatable Mineral Exploration and Development; 
Exploration and development would be unaffected on the nonsuitable 
part of the WSA, containing 603 mining claims. The recommended 
wilderness area will be withdrawn from mineral entry. Develcpment of 
the 14 existing claims will be subject to proof of a valid 
disexovery. 

6. Impact on leasable Mineral Exploration and Development: All of the 
areas identified as having a moderate to hi^ potential for 
leaseables (sodium and geothermal energy) are situated in the 
reexmmended nonwildemess portion of the WSA, and will therefore be 
unaffeebed by the preposed aebion. 

7. Impacb on California Statewide (HV Trails Plan: Develcpment of a 
portion of the statewide CHV trail system within the WSA will be 
possible, consistent with CDCA Plan guidelines. 
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8. Impact OTi Regional Energy Transmission; The prc^xDsed action will 
allow full develcproent of the existing energy and communicaticai 
transmissicxi corridor, consistent with CDCA Plan guidelines. 

9. Impact on Research and Study Activities: Activities will be reduced 
somewhat in the part of the WSA proposed for wilderness designation 
by restricting the use of mechanized equipment and vehicles. Within 
the 86% of the WSA recommended nonsuitable, activities can continue 
based on guidelines established in the CDCA Plan. 

F. Local Social and Economic Considerations 

No IocclL socicil or economic considerations were identified in the CDCA 
Plan cind EIS. Iherefore, no further discussicai of this topic will occur 
in this document. 

G. Summary of WSA-Specific Public Comments 

Public comments were solicit©! throu^out all phases in the develcpment 
of the CDCA Plan, finalized in 1980. Issues raised by the public during 
the Inventory and Stucty Hiase were taken into account during development 
of the Draft Plan Alternatives and Proposed Plan. The following is a 
summary of cill comments received. Kicwn inaccnjracies are noted in 
parentheses. 

1. Inventory Phase; Comments directed to the inventory included: 
(1) a map correction for the location of BaJcer; (2) statements on 
unnatural areas that have been excluded; (3) agreement on the 
naturalness of the area meeting wilderness criteria; and, 
(4) questions on the validity of deletions. The area has been 
extensively field-checdoed to verify public comments. A few minor 
boundary changes have been made. 

2. Study Phase; Forty of the 74 letters received on this WSA cppxDsed 
wilderness designation. A major concern of cppxDnents was mineral 
develcpment and potential. The area was said to be a potential 
source of oil, gas, geothermal energy, lead, zinc, silver, gold, 
ccpper, iron, and talc. Ihe Silurian Hills were specificcilly 
mentioned as a mineralized zone. A second major concern was that 
the area remain accessible to rockhounds, since it contains several 
popular collecting sites. Other recreational activities occurring 
here which opponents wished to continue were motorized vehicle use 
and camping. Ihe existence of several mines and their access roads 
was felt to detract from wilderness quality. Transmission lines, 
vehicle noise, ranch and mine activities, and hi^iway traffic were 
si^ts and sounds believed to degrade wilderness values. 

A corridor throu^ the area was requested for a coal slurry 
transport system. A boundary change was requested to exclude a 
mining area. 
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Proponents of wilderness status for this WSA mentioned wildlife, 

vegetative, geologic, and scenic resources in need of protection. 

Amethyst and quartz outcrops were scenic elements specifically 

noted. Wildlife included the Utah black-headed snake and the 

western red-tailed skunk. Vegetation included sciltbush and the 

white fir forest and unique "giant Nolinas" found on Kingston Peak. 

One correspondent spoke of the unusual cpportunity to view the 

vast, flat, mountain-encircled Valjean Valley with no transmission 

lines marching across it to mar the scene. The value of a flat 

tract of land for wilderness, as exposed to the usually designated 

mountainous cireeis, was stressed, since seme primitive recreationists 

are walkers, not climbers. 

Many letters urged the additiai of the Dumont Dunes to WSA 222, on 

the basis that the scars of CHV use would disafpear rapidly with the 

cessation of vehicle use under wilderness management. 

Many comments were received in response to the Public Irput WbrWxxDk 

(3/25/79). Some wanted wilderness in order to protect wildlife and 

restrict vehicle use. Others wanted continued access for 

rockhounding, and one considered mineral development a more 

apprepriate use for the area than wilderness. A few comments 

requested boundary adjustments to eliminate incompatible uses. 

3. Draft Plan Alternatives; A variety of comments specific to this WSA 

was received in response to the Draft Desert Plan. Some were in 

complete agreement with the Protection Alternative, vhile others 

wanted to use ecological boundaries for wilderness instead of 

hi^Tways. Buffer zones around the wilderness area were suggested. 

Support was also expressed for the Balanced Alternative. 

continued access to collecting sites was requested by rockhounds, 

and many considered that mineral development was a better use for 

the area than wilderness. The National CXitdcxDr Coalition (NOC), a 

coalition of mining, rcxdohounding, and (XiV groips, sipported the Use 

Alternative, vhich recommended a small portion of WSA 222, the 

Kingston Range, for wilderness status. The remainder of the WSA 

would be designated Class "M" (moderate use) or Class "I" (Intense 

Use). A large number of club members sent in exxpons or letters 

sipporting this position. Conservation oriented groips recommended 

designating the entire area as wilderness and extending it to 

include the Dumont Dunes and Amargosa Canyon. 

4. Proposed Plan: Comments were similar to those for the Draf^ Plan 

Alternatives. A large number of respondents supported the idea of 

expanding the area recommended for wilderness status to include the 

Shadow Mountains, Kingston Wash, The Dumont Hills, upper Seyah Wash, 

and part of Valjean Vcilley. The Resources Agency of the State of 

CcuLifomia made a similar request. 

No comments were received from local governments. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ESTIMATED COSTS OF ACQUISITION OF NON-FEDERAL HOLDINGS WITHIN 

AREAS RECOMMENDED FOR DESIGNATION 

KINGSTON RANGE WSA (CDCA-222) 

TYPE OF 

OWNERSHIP 

BY ESTATE 

ESTIMATED 

COST OF 

ACQUISITION 

LEGAL 

DESCRIPTION 

PARCEL 

Mn twn<;hp rng sec meridian 

TOTAL 

ACREAGE 

NUMBER 

OF 

OWNERS 

SURFACE 

ESTATE 

SUBSURFACE 

ESTATE 

PRESENTLY 

PROPOSED FOR 

ACOUISITION 

PREFERRED 

METHOD OF 

ACOUISITION 

LAND 

COSTS 

f$1000) 

PROCESSING 

COSTS 

($1000) 

1 19N. 4E. 16 SBM 160 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

2 ION. 9E. 36 SBM 320 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

3 19N. lOE. 16 SBM 640 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

4 20N. 9E. 36 SBM 360 1 STATE STATE YES EXCHANGE N/A 4.0 

I 

These figures were derived from Bureau Land Records and provide for more detail than GIS estimates and therefore 

may differ from acreage summaries in Table 1. 

☆ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1990-794-515/21913 






